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.. 
Int e rnat i onal Me d i a Cov e r aGe of th e IJa rk ley ~1urd e r s 

USA ... 
1 • Washington D.C. Ar ea 

The main newspapers in the Washington area carried r e ports of 

~he Darkley murders on Monday. However, the reports in the 

Washington Post, The Washington Times and USA Today were 

one-paragraph inclusions in their world news sections. All 

appeared to be based on initial AP and other wire service 

reports. The Philadelphia Inquirer carried a slightly longer ~ 
- seven-paragraph - report from AP. The main coverage of 

Monday was found in the Baltimore Sun which led with the story 

on the front page with the heading "Gunmen open fire on 60 in 

Ulster church: 3 slain'~. The story continued on an inside 

page with the heading "3 slain, 7 hurt as gunmen burst into 

Ulster church". The coverage, which was taken entirely from 

the AP service, contained a graphic description of the 

aftermath with reports from policemen on the scene as well as 

from SGT Cyril Davidson, a police spokesman in Belfast, and 

extracts from the text of the "Catholic Reaction Force" statement. 

The Washington Post Tuesday has a brief three-paragraph 

account of the condemnations of the Darkley murders and reports 

on police suspicions that Dominic McGlinchey described as 

"Northern Ireland's most wanted Terrorist" had master minded 

the attack on the congregat;on . Both The Washin gton Times 

and the Philadelphia Inquirer carry lengthy reports on inside 

pages from the AP with the Philadelphia Inquirer heading 

"Both sides in Northern Ireland assail church massacre of 3" . 

The Washington Times quotes from the Taoiseach's statement in 

the course of its coverage. 

Several local TV stations carried brief reports of the incident 

on Sunday night and on Monday morning as d i d all lo c al radio 

stations that carry a news service. National Pu b l ic Radio also 

carri e d a detail e d re po rt from Cathal Mac Co ille and, separat e ly, 

an int e rview with an Anglican nun who is teachin g at Lagan 

College. The two NPR pi ec e s we re b road cast t wi ce in t he 

Washington a r ea o n Mon d ay e ve n ing an d we r e a l so car r ied a c ro s s 

th e c ountr y by NPR s u bsc rj b in g st a t ion s - o f which the re a r e 

n 0 \v S 0 m e 3 0 0 . 
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2. New York Area 

# 

New York Times of 21/11 gives page one prominence to f>.P report 

on 'eei<e d killings in Darkley.J about which an . UC spokes man said 

he ' .• ciden had a he a arks of an :=: Lh at ack. ':' ~ 

e 0 r t. re f e l' .,. o ':'oca e ':'e; at 

he 

e. :'2':' _ a~ 0 e, o -e ,et 2 er 

S<lc::e ,." .. 

a a a r'p~ re~erer.ce to e 

age ro~i ence :0 Lon ' 0 

cor res :or .ei er repor i g ~roc 3e':'~ast. H ' s article, 

ed "Searc presse ~or g n en who raided ch rch in Ulster" 

quo es 1:= Secre ary of State Prior and a _so :ao:'seach's words 

"There ce.!'! be !'!0 arr!I:<:_ Te_"': 'O' __ C''O' 'nl ---I P f;::>('p of pvi 1 ;;n pvil h;;s 

rarely shown itself so nakedly". 

the withdrawal of the OUP from the 

ordheimer also refers to 

I Assembly and Paisley's 

statement that he would help organise private groups to protect 

churches . Po _ ice officials are reported a s claiming that the 

Catholic Reaction Force was "a flag of convenience" for the I~LA 

which police say may have fewer than a dozen active members "hiding 

out across the border in Ireland". Daily )e\,:s ( 22/ 1 ) has a 

brief AP report in which reference is ~ade to Dominick ~cClinchey 

as being the chief police suspect in the k':'11ings . 22r- edit-ion of 

Christian Science ~o!'!:.tor a _so reports condemnation by leaders 

on both sides of the border and refers to s ate~ent by IRA 

eny':'ng a y i vo veme 

3. Sa ------------------------

e e ee 2.:'a :. ' e::"y ::'i- ::'e "e:'-cge - a 
... .. ... ..... 

.:l.. .... _ _t:: a eC. a:-e 

-.. - - - - -
- - -- - _ .. - - -



- 1 -

P13 entitled 

, 
(3) The SF Examiner of 22/11 carried a very brief report on 

"Terrorist hunt in Ulste r ", again from neHS services . 

# . 

Ra dio and T . V. 

Th e Darkley murders were featured in the TV and Radio news 

b roadcast a~d s umma r ies although without extensive coverage. 

4 . Chicago Area 

Prominent ' .... ire report (AP and Colin Bradj, Daily Telegraph) 
coverage in all papers . All local TV and Radio stations also 
carried story with tape recording of shootings in church . 

5 . 

__ ;t"'oo_ 

c ...... c._c. 

ens":" e e ; 

rece':' ",re 

c erage 
in a a ers e •. L.io. lng 

:-:e 30s :'0 .. area. 

,..." . 
6- en ':re 

arx ey near he 30rder ____ ~. 

Ex ensi e coverage a so gi "/e:l on pri::Je - ti;;]e CBC and C-;"J lJe .. ;s 

. i h pic:'ures o~ church on coast - to - coast networks on 21/1 

and re or on Canada AM television on 22/11 stressing the 
Catholic Reaction Force, a splinter group of the INLA and 

"D . :·kGlinchey. the most ~vanted man in Ireland". 

Australia 

Murders were prominently reported in Australian press on 
22nd and 23rd Nov . Sydney Morning Heral~ of 22nd carried 

long report from Peter Smark datelined London 21st in which he 

quoted Taoiseach ' s reaction of "horror , revulsion and shame ". 

He mentioned searchers on both sides o f Border , the fears of 

reprisal and fact that nothing is known of Catholic Reaction 
Force. Melbourne "Age" (?3rd) also has a report from Smark 

datelined Belfast , 22nd , slating that police s uspect 
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Dominic ~cG-inchey was culprit and quotlng statement by so-called 

Ca nolic fieact.~on force that events in Dar~lej were onl~ 

"toke retaliatio~" for recent at~acks . Re~~rt concludes with 

(23r.) as 

":'0 Bel~as 

j eopar .' ~ 

for calnt 

lIf:..us::'ralian ll 

ro inen: report ~ro. Richa-rc Ford of the Ti es 

sta inb in er alia thaL : .• __ . r.sser:t!LY is in 

ha O;L ·:a. s S"S 'epIo 'ed; ha::' ?rior has a~.ealed 

a:1d tha ?a~sley said his party wo~:d organise armed 

ro ection in tor er areas. .he report also quotes Taoiseach's 

condemr.atiorl. imes also carried procinent reports 
~~~~~--------

from AP, Reuter in N.i. as we~l as a ~iece by 

one of its regular reponers,~rank Cranston, to the effect that 

the shooting in the churcr. breaks an unwritten rule in lJ . I . 

These agency reports in Canberra Times (23rd) quote from the 

Taoiseach's and Minfster Barrv's condemr.at":'ons and speculate 

that the attack was a reprisal for recent shooting of Carrell . 

Radio and T . V. stations have also given prominence in their 

news bulletins to killings . 

France 

Press reaction to outrage initially slow to develop. All 

nationa_ dailies, save Le Honde, repor~ed attack on 21/11 in 

br":'ef ":'nside page items apparently derived ~rom agency sources 

(which were n t however ":'dentified). Le Mo~de carried lengthier 

:'ece a_so n an :'ns":'de page, but sOffie~ha~ ~ore ~roninen Iy 

e _epa!'"'e y esk e i r on bcs~s 0: agency sources 

li 

-.. .. ... 
_~ =~~~~c ~_~_~ __ 

. c~s ~n eacn case ..:. 

re ~e Mande see::; 0 P as havine; s~r.J:.l · seized on t is 

retex assen _y tJ -..: ie r. as al..-H3.Ys 

een opposed and seek hereby to seal t.s fate. Both papers 
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~ 

emphasise defensive posture which Secretary of State Pr~or was 

obliged to adopt in t~e House o~ Commons on 21/1' and note his 

appeals to Unionist reoresentatives for calm. 
• # 

Le Figaro quotes 

from Taoiseach's statement and Le ~onde refers to clear commitment 

of Irish authorities to assist in any way possible in the 

search for the perpetrators. 

Le Monde article of 22/11 was contriuuted by ne~ London 

correspondent Francis Cornu and datelined London. 

Darkley murders prominently reported in German press and 

nationwide T.V. news (with film material of the church afterwards). 

(T.V. news report said McGlinchey and INLA pri~e suspect . 

McGlinchey described , as "most evil person ever to appear in 
I 

£1 .1. since the / beginning of the Troubles"). Papers or ~~ /"1 

carry:-

Frankfurter AlIgemeine Zeitung, p .3 DPA/AFP report 

Sueddeutsche Zeitung, front page, DDP Agency report 

General Anzeiger, short report, AP, p.2 

Frankfur~er Rundschae, p.4 report from Pete~ lonnenmacher 

Die ~:e 1 t 

P re~)Qr 

w 

or 

0: 
e -=-_ -c e ........ 

lengthy report ~rom ~ritz Wirth, p.3 

11 ro es-ants lea 'e :.1, Par:i.a:-:en " er:p. as::'ses QUP 

r es~ aga:'ns 

?e 

e::!'e-":'s:s 

: !" e, 

~-­. --

r 

s r:',earc o~. 

? E: Ol'''S S-a:.e cnd .. o • ~a!"::.s of Y 'C_ar.c reac 

disgu and 0 ra-e. ~ao~s€ach qucted as sa~~ b i -,1 a ~ a 

asphe.o:Js and !.orl'ific ac oJ. a fe·,.: sectar':"an ~eGP·e. 

~. -

Cardina's cmments quo ed and rA report quo ing ioea source~ 
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suggestlng it was an acL of retaliation for Adrian Carroll's 

murder by Protestant Action Force. 

Fritz Wirth (London Corr.) ha3 a lengthy reflective piece on 

the consequences of violence in N. I. ( based on New Ireland 

Forum report of 3 weeks ago, quoting extensively from it) . 
entitled "t\.I. - the backyard of Europe is being forgotten". 

Wirth takes the church murders as a point of departure to try 

and analyse the costs of 14 years of violence , quotes 

Cardinal O'Fiaich prominently. 

Peter Nonnenmacher (London Cerr . "Attack causes outrage " 

sees the political consequences as the OUP withdrawal, and the 

Unionists (who feel left in the lurch by London) calling for 

Prior's dismissal and a .separate N. I. self - administration under 

Unionist dominance ; reports Paisley ' s forecast of an 

"extremely bloody time ahead" and Molyneaux's description of 

a t t a c k as" a d e c I 2 rat ion 0 f war 0 nth e Pro t est ant pop u 1 a t ion ,; 

police suspicion ' that INLA is behind the attack; 1. R . A . 

denia_ of responsibility;. Cardinal O'Fiach's commen~s that 

i t was an" a t t a c k 0 n God" 2. n d Ta 0 i sea ch' sex pr e s s :io r. 0 .: !1 i s 

disg 'st a t "the b::'as hemou s massacre". 

Be::'g-l.I 

.' r"ers . e 

e ca:'r: ~ ::'e :'5l: 

::"ss e a !":'e': 

::z =-a. -.0--

--.:: c. = - 0 ..... : c.:. 2.:' _ - e ; ~ :s "': ..... e 

-ncider,~s, sa.s reac ons i 

So h and 'or h ere tlnol~rif'::"ed" a_.d t. at cou d ring a out 

~he defi -~ive end of _e Assem ly. 
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Le oir 's ar icle (no a tri u ed) says :he inciden ',/ill ha/~ 

serious consequences i e pro' i nce • It re orts the 'di hcra'.:al 

of O . U. ssenbl and the th~eat ~hich th:s oses . 

[ 'ormal De Standaard shows more interest in Ireland than th~ 

• French language papers. Article o:~ 22/1 is brie: and factualJ . 

Spain 

The main national newspaper~ carried only agency reports on 

Darkley murders. No comment has been voiced and murders seen 

in context of sectarianism. 

El Pais 

event. 

brough 

of 22 /11 (main national daily) had no coverage of the 

On 21/11 it published a factual report adding that 

the nu. ber 0: victims to 14 in the last three \-leeks. 

( se cond national daily) 0: Sarce_ona carries 

a fac- al re r~, quo i g .o_~ce spokes~an Cyr:l avidson ar;d 

-- ~------- - -... ::::..-

'ere a'L:.-e pt.ing 

_ c:. ... ~r::"'" ---b car 

-' ---~~==--

o n~erce - ~the :erro:sts' 

- - ~ - r _ __ c-- __ .... 

-------

:l v e 

:::~ .:::. --::..- - - --_ .. .a.: ""::" _C_J 

~s 
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The semi official Weiner Zeitung carried the news in its 

column of news items in English and French on page 3. The 

popular daily Kurier reported also on page 3 under the heading 

" T err 0 r d u r i n g 1-1a s s ( sic ) " . It quoted"Cardinal O'Fiaich as 

condemning the act as "an attack on God". 

Radio and TV also confined themselves to reporting the facts 

( wi th pictures on TV) . 

Denmark 

The newspapers carry on inside pages short factual reports . 

Actuelt (Soc. Dem.) has 12 lines while Politiken (Liberal) has 
/ two one quarter columns . 

PQlitiken fro London - based reporter has heading :-

" Fe a r 0 :' e i-: = r ish v::' 0 1 e c e&'o _ 10 H i g ill U r d er:' n c h u r c h -

Protes ar:ts :a rerenge 

S,-le e!': 

. 2 s - ~~ 0 e ~ ::, e r :: "e c. ~-: 0 n a ~:. 0 _ , a ::. S -,-; € G :: s :: :: 0 !" ~ :: r. g r. e -_-: s ? a ~ e r s 

_ -'='-_ __ -"---_' e_: _e_!" - ca!" r .:. e ::, !" :. e :- :: e .1 :. e r 

re r~s or. he us:' e ,ages. 

) carr - es : a_=- co_u::!]!1 0 .' - by ~ondo, 

geadi g is '~urders una i 0 s::'y 

conde ed". J e ort co' ers OU? -,-li thdrawal from .,sse bly and 

'.j r. ? a i s 1 e' 'st li rea t t 0 l~ a i se r rot est. ant se 1 f d e :- e n c e =- ere e s . 

Dagens .yheter (22111) carries 

Press Section 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
23 November, 1983. 

brief AP report on p.17. 
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