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Additiona l No t e ort Prooi~ss of Visit 
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1. The U. S. Bishops~>nTivec1 in Ire1c1nd on SU!ldcl.Y 21 October. 

They travelled to Armagh and one of their numb e r (Bishop. Hurley ) 

visi tGd Armagh ~'~omen I s Prison and discussed c1mong other things 

strip searching . Others were briefed at length on the situation in 

the Prisons. They met the Northern Ireland Bishops that night. 

2. They spent Monday 22 October ' in Belfast. FollOl'ling ear ly 

morning meetings with the Irish Congress of'Trade Unions and . , 
the Fair ~mployment Agency they separately said Mass in different 

churches in West Belfast and met variou~ comnunity l eaders and workers. 

In t_he afternoon they visited a number of community projects such 

as the Flax Trust. -_ Their lunch was hosted by the Northern Ireland 

Industrial Development Board (I DB ). 

3. Between 3.30 and · 5.~0 they met the NIO and the Secreta~y of 

State. The latt~r meeting was at Mr . Aurd's request. We have been 
p. -, 

informed in striqt confidence that Bishop Malone (who lea~s ~he group) 
. t ~ 

ill1d Bishop_Stafford are both very vJe ll b;r ief ed on the Forum Report and that 

they told the NIO that tIle ball is in Britain's court and that the 

British owe a detailed response to the Forum Report . 

is reported to know little of the situation. 

Bishop O'Connor 

4. Later in the day they met separately ~~th Mr. Frank Millar, 

General Secretary o{- the Official Unionist Party, with the 

All iance Party leader, Hr . John Cushnahan, and with John I-fume and 

Seamus ~,1allon of the SDLP. The DU~ said they we~ refusing to ,meet 

the bishops because they . had failed to say that they would not talk to 

".represe nt a t i ves of the gunmen I! • Sinn Fein, according to the Blsnops , 

were sent an invitation. In the eve nt Sinn Fein did not respond 

Rnd are reported as h a ving said t~ey received no invitation. 
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On t h e GV2n ing o f --2 2 Qc l~Jb(-'.r the y 11i.1d dinnpt with sen i o r Incmho..:s 

of th e Chur ch o ~ Ire l a n d P re~~ byt.e ] - i~ n and 1'1et.h od i s t Churches . 

s. The ir p rosrr 2.mrrH:: for 23 Octobe r inc lude d a l engthy visit: to 

Den~y wher e t.hcyme'c a v e r y wide r Cl ngo of p e o p le I and j Jl the e vening 

in J-\ r mag h a moc"t i ng wi t.h some of t.hose wbo made submi ~3s ion s t .o t. h e 

Forum including Sena tor J o hn Robb and the Re v. Ge orge Da llas. 

Later t.h e v had et priva t e dinne r VJj th a repr e s ent.ative group of 
..I. l /// .. . 

senior journalists " 

G. During the course of the day Sinn Fein had complained publicly that 

fihby had not received an invitation to meet the Bishops and had 

demonstrated out.side their functions. This had had a very 

irritating effect on the Bishops, who had in fact sent an invitation 

to Sinn Fein, and on the local populace in "Derry . Bishop Malone 

who is "furious" ~ " ater issued a statemen"c denying they had refuse d 

to meet Sinn Fein and saying their schedule would not now allow 

a meeting. He add e d they would accept " a.~ritten~submission. 

Bishop Edward Daly pf Derry who telephoned me yesterday evening 

feels that Sinn Fein must have ma de a decision not to meet the 

Bishops on the grounds that they would get more milage out of 

denying the y had recei",\e d an invitation than they would have if 

they d e clined or accepted the invitation off e r e d to them . "' 

Bishop Daly added that Martin 1cGuinness of Sinn Fein \'las pre·sent at 

one of the functions attended by the Bishops when a centre ·f -or 
/ ·00· 

Unemp loye d Worke rs wa s ope ned. He made no attempt to introduc e 

himself to any of the Bi s hops and contented himself with complaill t s 

to those around lim that they had not issued an invitation to 

Sinn Fein. He mentioned later to Bishop Daly that there was conce rn 

in America at what is happening and that James Delaney of the 

Unity C~nference ha~ tel e phoned Adams at 3 . 00 in the morning to 

find out what was going on . Bishop Daly said that this showed 

up Delaney 1n his true colours and he hinted that'\re intended to 

inform the Cardinal (who --recently hosted a lunch for Delane y). lIe 

asked that this be treat~d in strict confidence. 
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'Their p rogramme for t.oc1ay is as follm-Js. 

10.45 

LOO 

2.45-
4.15 

4 . 30 

5 . 00 

6.00 

Meeting with FiQnnCl Fail. 

not·!esponded to their invitati6n ). 

Lunch hosted by Ceann Comhairl e . Guest s include 

" Minis·U?'l~S for Defence and Finanr.e as vlell as the 

Leader and Deputy Lea~ er of th e opposition. 

Meeting with the Taoiseach and Governm~nt Ministers. 

Call on the President. 

~ 
Function in the D.S. Embassy. 

Meeting and Dinner with Irish Bishops In Maynooth. 

D. 0 Ceallaigh-­

Anglo-Irish Division 

.. .. 

24 October , 1984 

. . 

./ 

.. . .,..~ 

\\ 

' . 

. ~ 
; 1 
• 


	0
	DFA_2013_32_1966_0001
	DFA_2013_32_1966_0002
	DFA_2013_32_1966_0003

