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I 1 

In addition to th, Taoi~;c<tch, who is p2.yj119 wn officL.tl visit to 

Washington DC, Sl'Vl~1-<1l .:V~.i11.L~;l"ers <n-c truvcl.I inq to the Uni led states dur . __ _ 

the St . Patrick ' s ~oy season this ye~r . This is in furtherance 0£ 

the Govcrnmen l:. ' s pol icy of dovcl opin~ goocl 1 e:l ;t L.i.on~.; \·Ji th the 

Irish-1\rneri.cc:in cornrnunii..y on the l~~~s:i.s of 111uh1~l resp - ct us well as 

promoting a supportive av1arcncss on the pcn·t of US J\dministration, 

Congress o.nd /\mcrican pul.Jlic opj_njo11 generally ubout lrish poi.icies 
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and our policy on North ern Ireland in parU.culc:tr . 'J'he Government will / 

also be represented ut the 1\2nnec1y Libi:ury Symposium on Northern 

Ireland in Boston on 14, 15 March. 

2. It is suggested tha'l Ministers , while I::c:d.ntaj:2_1ing a firm and clorir 

Q_EposiU:9n to sup2_ort- of. anyE_!!~l_f_C?F vi~:~1cc in Northern Irclcrnd 

by any Irish-Anwrj_c.:ans should , in Uw intcrc'~;t of maint·ain.ing a dj uloauc ----
with l:r ish-i\ml:'1~}!.'E.'...1...:~ on L·lH' one h<:md , and _dc~12Y.2.!2.2 controJ~_Qf sect. ions --- -
of Irish-l\~cricun q_pinion lo suppo1~tcrs of violence on the othc:r : 

- clc:monstratc _ _ptidc in the uchicvL.:mcnts of the Irish-l'meric.:m communit. 

- int c r cs l in t. h <..! i.r con c C' r 11 s , 

- app1·c'cicition of their lo~LJ.Jj_m~t~ w.i.:.:::h __ to _ h e lp Irclc:rnc1 and~ 

naUonulisl :H;cl:.ion of the c_onum-:12_:i_.ty in Northern Ireland 

und 'mphasise_ t.hc hopes of conslituU.onaJ Irish. nat.ionalisls that 

the efforts of the New Jreland Porum to develop ideds which would 

promo le pea.cc etnd s ta bi 1::. l_y in Northern J re land wi 11 su_<2ceec1 . 

3. Muny of lho mosl voci fcrou~; c1· itic~; of Irish CovG1:nment policy about 

Northern Ireland u!11ong a small r Lnor.i Ly of the Irish··1'mcrl.can community 

are them . ., olves p rsons of J1: .i sh h.i.rtl1 wlio c·rnj g1:{llcd during the pC!st 

forly ye:.:irs . Pa1·t of thc.ir u.t.tituc1v .is a cc1ise of grt2vcJncc c1ircctcC. 

agc:1i n.:- t SL c1..·l!~;sj Vl' l;OVL'L nmcn Ls for J t1 l1 i ng, c.i~. ll1L·y \·1ciuld s 'L: i , -'...o 

create job opportunities for them at home. Their a11li-British attitude 

reflects c:1n cxac.:crl>.:dcd cz,sc• or: the n1hc1:itccl nolion tl1ut 

"Britain is Lhe sou;~cc or <111 our ills". 'l'h!i1 (1if~Lrnco from lho 

probJc'm 1c, <1.1so 1· ,fJc·clec1 .in <i co111ph'll~ undv.'<'tc'n"ss o f , 01· un'\-:.i..lJ :i nc;ncss 

lo <ick!10':1::.l• ,!q,• 1 tii( 1.."L)1;.pll~xiLiL!s posc'c1 l;y lll(' U11.ioni s t J"C!cdi il'S. 

4. 1\ sp 'Cif:ico.1Jy 1~ 1.t'l JCcll1 fc<1i.U1C er Ull att.ituc!c of SOr\C' .TrL;h-llni l. l"1C:uns 

.. 

In <1d ition t,o t.11' 'l'ao.i~>l'C\c}, \,,'ho jG P<'-yin9 ,:lI1 otfLcjdl visit to 

\v<1shington DC , Sl'Vl'titl !'v1iJli. ~;h!rs <H-C trdvQl.linq to the VIIi cd StCit.CS 

the St.: . PLl tr ick ' s Jay SCl1son tl1'i s Y(;'ar . Thi s is in fur ther l1nce of 

the Governmenl ' s l,r",lLcy of developing goocl rL·};-tLiol1 s \·/ith the 

Ir.ish-l\mcrical1 ollununi t.y s)n the bCts.i s of 1\1utu.:1.l Eesp ~ct as well uS 

promoting a supportive uvmrc!nc!';s on the pcu- t of US l\dministration, 

Congl:ess <1n<1 [\Hl.Crj,cc111 public opj,njoll gel1m-ally uoout lr ish PO.Licies 

a n d our policy on Nod- h ern Irelunc1 in particular . 'J'he Government will I 
a l so be representL'd ut the l\~~nnedy Libl:c.l"Y Symposium on Northern 

Ire l unc1 in Boston on 1 4 , 15 }larch . 

2 . It is suggested t.hat l'1inisters , vJhile mai.ntaining u fi.rm and clc';'lr 

opposi .i on to Sl~l?Ol-t of any kiJ1l1 for vio .l E!nCC in .:or thcrn Irc1und 

by any Irish-Amerh:ans should , in he inter(>~;t of maint' <l ,ining u dl':110que ---wi 11 1)"ish-i\m)r~5~~ on tho onc hill1d , l111Cl ,C1C12y'il1g -'ontro1 of seclions ---of Jrish-A~erical1 q,p.i.ni.on to supporters of violence on the other : 

- (lemons rale .. .J?ric1c in the Llchj ('Velllcnts of 

- inlcrc'st in thcJ.2'_~cerl1s , 

- Eppl'('ci~\tion of t.llc'il' lC' .. qH'.i.m,ltt' wish to l1c)p ]1' the 

naUonaU sl Gcct:ion of lhe communi ty in 1()l:lh· .... rn Ireland 

Llnd 'mphClsisc __ he .b.2,Ees of constituli,onaJ Iris1. llc\Uonalist.s ~ 

the efforts of the New Jrcland Forum to dav010p ideas which WOuld 

pl'o:no le p"2ace unc1 s l c. bi 1 J.lUn NOl~ lher!) J re1 and \ol i 1) succeed , 

3 . l'lany of lho IIIOS vociferous cl..iU. c~.i of Irish GOVC!l.'IlInCI t policy ubout 

01" I.:hc>rn J rL'l and <1ll1ong Cl sm~ 11 ' nol".i.ly of th' 11'isr"]'Imerican community 

,lre hems J.ves persons of Jl j sh ~):il~tll v/llo m.ig1'alo(1 eluting the PclSt: 

fCllly YCClrs , Pul' ( o[ t.he ,ir at tj,t.:uc1c :lS et 'CllSC of gl-i2Vdl1Ce clirectec 

ag'tjll.l SLl~'CC'::;SjVl' \.~ Vl't"I1IllC'llls [01 J<1ili.1g, as lhL'Y v/CJulrl L'C i , '0 

crcute job opportunities for them ell home . Their allt.:i-British uttitude 

refl c s an e:<<:lCCr-hcli ltl (;"se or tile' 1nherite 1 noLion tl1u' 

"13r ita i I, i s the SOU ;-(,. (,; 0 r ~Ill ou 1" i 11 s 11 • 'l'1~C' i 1" Cl1 ~':.. nce ll-Orn the 

pro1>l m i; (ll~;o rl f}c'\,.·ll','1il) ,I Clllp1-"l' undv .. ~t('n(>.~,' of, or ul1w i.1Jilc .. cs:­

lo dC}:llo',.;l(dq\.' , the' c.'l)liplt">:iLics pose'Cl by LI1r> UllioP1 S t 1'o,,11 ' ;V5 , 
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for ~ctions rather than words. NORl\lD <lnd similar grouµs htJ.vo found 
it easy to fill this need. Succossi\e I · h G 

. i · J s ·,o vcrnmcnts have hi thorto 
found it difficult to dire2t this urg~ fo t· · ~ · r ac·ion in a concrete 
direction ; this has been particularly and incrcas ingl v t·.r·ue 

.i during 
the period of political vacuum i . e . since May 197~ . I 

- 'i n other words , 
when real politic al progress is taking pJ <1ce in or concerniiiq Nor th er n 

Ireland , it is far oasier to mobilise Iri<·h A · - · "" - merican opinion positively 
and to side l ine lhc vociferous minorj.ty of IRA supporters . The 

condemnation of U. S . supp0rt for violence , J:.>articularly by U. S . 

national leaders of Irish descent (The Friends of Ireland etc. ) has 

been influential but it wou l d have 

message from the Irish Government , 

on lhc ground . 

greater effect , as would a similar 

if backed by the reality of progress 

This is orw re, son \vhy the work of Lhe New Ireland Forum is of central 

importc:rnce in Ministers ' _efforts this ycc:ir to reLrnnch the dialogue 

with tho lrish-1\mcrican Community . 

5 . Irish-Amer ic<:rns lwve of ten out of a. sense of fruslrat ion wit:h the 

failure of politicians lo ll1ake µregress , tended to underestimate 

the concern and the ~ommitment of the Irish Governn~nt to imµrove 

the lot of the nationalist minority in Northern Ireland. It is 

suggested that this concern and this commitment deserve spccia.l 

emplws is . 

6. In gencr~l il is suggested that the following themes should be taken 

up by Ministers, either· in their set-piece remarks to or other 

exchange'· wjt.h l~w Jrish-l\mcricun community : 

Importance of relationship between Ireland and Amerjca , a 

unique relationship based not on col~ diploma.lie factors , but 

on people , tjes of b l ood and friendship ; 

Appreciut ion of ldstoric ancl presenL importunce of ,7\meri.cu 

to Ireland ; 

\\lelcome for conct:~rn by Ir i~;h-Americans about J.,ri sh problcn1s 

and especially Northern Jn~l:md tragedy ; 

Tlw niajor con:>tilul:ional nationalist groups in Ireland .:ire 

cngci~wd in <.rn cntcrµr .i ~-;c , the New Irclur1cl Forum , which is 

unprcce:dcnlc~cl j_n th0 affoi_:r~> of any country : a major allc:-rnpt 

by (;ovct·nmc11l , Oppo~>ilion <incl SDLP lo conftont the di ff ic1l~ 
' rco.litic.s of the problc1:1 toqoU1cr .::in(l come up 1:1ith ideas v:hi.ch 

would help to crc·<ltC: JX:acC' .:rnd stahiLi.ty; 
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for ~ctions rather than words. 
NOtU\ID <lnd similar groulJs havo found 

SuccC'sSi\e J1" ' I G it easy to fill this need . 
J .S 1 Jovernrnents h~--\vc hi thorto 

found it difficult to dirE2t this urge for action in a concrete 

diroction ; this has been parLicularly ilnct incroasinglv tt-ue 
J during 

the period of political vacuum i.0 . since May 1974. In ot'her wo d r s , 
when real political progress is t.aking pJ.clce in or conc''''- " N 

'. \::!.L 11111(] orthern 
Ireland , it is far easier to mobilise Irish-Americ 'll1 01)inl0 ", ( . n posltlvely 
and to side line the voc iferous minor j.ty of Il<A SUPPol.·ters . The 

condemnation of U. S . supp0rt for violence, particularly by U. S . 

national leaders of Irish descent (The Frionds of Ireland etc . ) has 

been influential but it would have 

message from the Irish Govornment , 

On the ground . 

greater effect , as would a similar 

if backed by the reality of progress 

'rhis hi onc reason \vhy the work of Lhc New I~olan(l Forum is of central 

importance in l'linisters I efforts this YCin" to reldunch the dialogue 

wilh the lrish-l\mel"ican COlllmunity . 

5 . Ir ish-l\rner j cans 1 ave often out of a sense of frustration vd t.h the 

failure of poll t icians to hlake }>rogress , tended to underestimate 

the concern and the ~ommitment of the Irish Governn~nt to improve 

the lot of the nationalist minority in Northern Ireland . It is 

suggested thE! ' this concern and this commitment deserve special 

e In ph a s i ~> • 

6 . In generc:ll i is suggestod that the follolt-/ing themes should be taken 

up by Ministers, ei ther' in their set-piece remarks to or other 

exchangC" 'wj th t:10. lrish-Alllcricun community: 

Importance of relationship between Ireland and Amerjca , a 

unique reldtionship based not on co]~ diplomatic factors, but 

on people , ljes of ~)ood and friendship; 

Appreciation of hjstoric clnd pres~nl importance of America 

to Ircland; 

\\lelcomc fm' concern by Il.'i~;ll-Americans about l,ri5h problenls 

and especia)],y Northern lrcl~nd tragedy; 

Th(~ I1laj or cons lit ut ional na t.ional is t groups in Ire land arc 

c n <:.I a 9 C' c1 i n Cl n e n t (, r pr j ~; e , t hl~ N e Itv' I r (' 1 unCI For. u m, \.J h i c 11 i s 

unpr cccd('nlC:~d j.n the' af t (lir!; of any country : a major alt "mpt 

by (.,nVC't"llil .":f.t I Oppusilion ilnd SDLI' to conf)~ont. the djfr.ic'-.ll~ , 
realities of the prolJlcl:l tO~JC'lllCl .)n,~ come up \·,itfi idc'(.is v.'hjch 

would he] p to crC'~ltc pc-acc' .:md s Lah; 1i ty; 
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~ltmy had d<.~ r:idccl t.!11· F'oru1.1 -..·nn n it l n' (fdn its work; now it l . .. _, 
taken very ~~ci.· iou~;) y i nc1c'c'd l1y ull conc crnc.c1: 

espcciully; 
the British 

1'Jw Covcrnrn~ nl :i~; r: wl .ivr:ilc'cl by <t rc.:11 concc"."n and commitm<?nt 

concerning the minority in t\orlhcrn J.rclu.nd; c1P-tcrmined that 

th(~y will not coni. i nuc Lo l K' c' x c ) ud<.'d from influence over 

thei~- own lives; dctc'rmin e> d lliat thcjr 1r.jsh id e ntit_y , so 

disClstrously left out of account by tho. arrangements thut 

followed Pnrtition , will be given full expression in a New Ireland ; 

The Irish people, throu9h Lile Forum, arc a"i..so facing up to the 

difficult re0lity of the other Irish tradition , that of the 

Northern Unionists ; their identity and concerns must also be 

accommodated in the new Ireland ; 

lrish-Amerjcans can, and many do , help ; the Report of the 

New Ireland Forum will soon ba available ; we hopb the entire 

Irish-American community will study il and bririg it to the 

attention of lhe>ir mc c1iu and lc'adcrs; 

Irish-Ame r icC1n~; can al s o help L>y c ontributing to the many 

fund-rt1i ~; 1ng effort ~:; which mc1J.: c Ufc' c:1 littl e mo re Le c::irCJ.blc 

in Northern Ireland ; 

Contributions to violence or supporters of violence ar.e wrong 

and c1 struct j vo ; 

Some people \\'llO con Lr ibutc probC1bly do not r e 0lise that they 

are cc:1using real misery and suffering ; 

Violence in a divided society makes the central task of healing 

divisions very much more difficull ; 

Our btisic 7:tcssc=HJC from Ircl0ncl is one of new hope for peace . 

7 . Irish officic:tls in thP. us wjll t1cmsclves be heavily engaqe d in the 

demands of wh<:lt is the busiest sedson of the year for them .but they 

are avuilable to all t-linistc'rs for 1Jricfing an(l any other as s istance . 

\ 

1 March 1 :Hl·1 

-*~·~;,.w;;:;::::;:;;.;;--=:~------------ ----- ---------------------- --
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1'1d11Y had (1('1' :idccl th t~ Forulll ', .' 11- J) i L 

t.aken vcry ~;C:'l"iol~~;Jyi.J)(h'(. '\l 111' al] 

especially; 
COl1cc:!rnccl : 

now it i s 

the British 

1'1w C;ovcrnlll(,I1l i~; i.wt iv,Il.t'd by il rc:!.:l1 c:oncc':"n and commitment 

concerning the minority in 1.\'0rLhcrn lrcland ; de.termined that 

they will not cont jllu' Lo j Jl' l.' xc]udcc1 from influence Over 

thei)" mm Jives ; c1etc')~ minec1 that thejr Ir.ish identity , so 

disastrously left out of account by the arrangement·. s that 

followed Partition , will be given full expression l'n ~ New 
<-' Ireland; 

The Irish people, through the Forum, arc also facing up to the 

difficult l"eality of the other Irish tradition , t.h<lt of the 

Northern Unionists ; their identity and concerns must also be 

accommodated in the new Il"eland ; 

Irish-l\mericans can, and many do , help ; the Report of the 

New lreland Forum will soon bc availabJe ; we hapb the entire 

lrish-l\mericdl1 community will study it and bring it. to the 

attention of thl-,jr mcc1ia and lC'elders; 

lr ish-l\mcr ican~; can also help by contr ibuting to the many 

[und-rl1i~inlJ C'[rorU; w1dch 1l\i.t}:C' ljJc' cl little morc ueC.lrablc 

in Northern Ireland; 

Contributions to violence or supportcr~;; of violence are wrong 

and c1'struc jvo ; 

Some people ~'iho conLr ibute probably do not real ise that they 

are cctusing real misery and suffering ; 

Violence in a divided society makes the central task of healing 

diviSions very much more difficull ; 

Our Dclsic ::\cssage from 11'elan(1 .is onc of new hope for: peace . 

7 . Irish offiCials il1 t.he US vdll t1 emsclv.es be heavily engaqed in the 

demands of \-,hat is the busiest season of the year for them .but they 

are avai1able to all .1inistcrs for l)riofing and any other assistance . 

\ 

1 ~larcl1 198·1 
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