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To: 

From: 

RO~l'lN N I'AOISIG~'\ 

UlIl1hir , ............... ,. 

CONfIDENTIAL 
Taoibcarh's ~eeting wiLh Prpsidcnt Peagan, 4th Junc, ]984. 

1. The rn(:cting lwg;'n at apPl'oxlmatcl:;, 10.50 a . m. with .:l 
tete-.:l-teLe b0tween Ihe President and the laoiseaeh, aLtcnde~, 
on ",he i\lll<'T'jcCln si<.!(' b;. ~Ir. Ricllard Curt, A.-;sistant S('cretary 
of Si at(' fOT' Europcan and C,'ll'l.:lclj ,11, Ai fu irs, ,)[11.1 by tilt! 
ulider·signcd. The \,;ctc-il-tetc cno(>d at apPl'oximately 
11.05 a.m., \.,rhen thp. mc(\(:,jng \\la joined bj S('crctary of SL;.ltc~ 

Geor[c Shultz, Mr. James Baker, II[, Assistant to Lhe 
Pl'esJdent illld Chief 0 f Sta ff, Mr. Michae 1 Dea vC'r. Assi s t".ant 
to tlw PreslClcnt and Deputy Chil'f of ,stuff, ~1r'. Rol)cr·t. 
Hcfar' lallc, Assistant to the Pl'cE'idunt fOt' National Se('ul'ity 
Affairs, t.he Tal'dste, r'Linist('r fol' foreign Affair's, 
Secret<1ry Don] on, and AIllb<1ssador 0 I Su 11 i van. Thc're wa--; 
a photogr<1phic session of apPl'oximLtcly five mInutes beforc 
the meeting reSLtllled in pI enal'y . Tlw mcc l;ing cone 1uded at 
11.40 a.lTl. \ .. hen the Taoisoach conducted tl eo Pl'csiclt'nl t~o 
Lcinstf'l' House for his addrf'ss La th~ ,JOil.t S<',3"don. 

2 • At the tete- a-tc· i ,(', i he Tanj sr:~ ch b('g;m by .c;nyi ng tha t 
he , ... ished to devote t.. 'lC tiliL to--~'1 d; sc'uss~on of NtH (IH'rn 
IreJ and. Th re had been some> contacts g j ng on w1 t,h tl\(' 
British ill relation t.o Lhe follow-l P /'0 the' FOl'um R~ port . 
Th('S,' had uev('loped r om his mpet.ing ,:ith i'1~'s. 'lhutcIH'l' at 
Ch'q 1.101'S 1 <1~;t 0l ('IV embC'r • lIe was hop" r'ul l hat wh i.l t · • ..,ras 
happ('rling cOl.d d l('<1u t 0 pl'ogrcss. 1'11(' wh(d,c si t<l. L -j ')0 was 
extr<.>r1 ly di f r .teu1 t and \Vc Wi re p!~obi rot'-"; wu.ys 'j!l wh i ch prng 1'('SS 

could be madl'. Essc'ntially wc \\'ishpd to clear thp \,.', Y by 
remov j n {!: 0 b s t. 'lC les sue h <11' thC'. t p1'e8(,11 t cd by Pi '('ll le\-, Ii 0 

said Chat the' GIlly answer i.s a unit~ary St,at~e 1I0W. Tht>l'(, 
Wf'l'f" oth<'r possihilit..·.'s. as 'lhc Forum R('port, had Ih)lnt:'·c: 
out. The <1gf'nda \\Tab qujt~e open. rh' bC'lif'vcd thut 
Hrs. That-cher was gelluinely conc('rnod. Th(' I3pjLish 
Government \ .. C'I'" ronsidel'lllg 1I0w Lhr-y would l'OLlct, to tht'! 
FOl~Um. r'eport ii.nd had not yC't., d'''Gj d('cl on th"ir COllI'S(, of 
actlon. F! om n",",spilpcr l'CPOy·ts U e Tau] sC'ach concllldc'cl 
that llrs. Ih<1tcn p r was (>xpectl 1lP; lo talk to-the Prcsi deni, 
on the sub:i<'cG. 'Ihe T<1oiseach hoped thnj, the Pl'esid('nt 
would have a few \\ord 'with her of <'ncourc.!f,!clllC'nt and -, 
support fOt' Pt'ogl'C'ss on thc Forum repor'L . 

3. 1'h' Pr('s;dcnL said that rr'om pr(\vious convof'sat-ions 
he kno," that .she had onc thing J..11 lit'" lainc1 - as in the 
Falklands . \~hat di'l t.he pf'ople t..b(>m~;,('lv(·s '\<1nt? If 
th(>,)' rJl~(>ferr cd not to go illto some I1(,W form or GOV('I'nm0nt 
or Adt1inist"'at..ion tbat, hC' t,hc)ught, \"lou.ld dei..el'min{! hel' 
action. How do you. deal \v::i'h t,hnt sjt.,uatioll? 

4. 'I'he Taoi,)C'<lch said that.it was PIty poUcy to tl'Y tc' 
help people to· chang0 their mind. ThC't'e could bp no 
movement wi th- ut con.3cnt. Th re coul d be no new and 
Soverclgn Irei<1nd wi~hout the cons~nt of th0 people, Nortll 
and South. That had been Par'ty policy for a long 'Limp. 
Thct'C \'/Ol) td c('rtaj n- y be no attempt to force p('f)ple t.o do ,~hat 
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Communism. 

they did 1I0t want i.~o do. The Bri tish Governmf'nt havf! 
indicated intf'rcst il some new form of Gover n ment - perhaps 
Joint Authority , undf'r Dr i tjsh sovf'rrignty. This cOl.dd 
bp dC'viscd ill Cl ,,,ay whi ch WOll Id give Uw mi nori ty a sC"nsc 
of lwlongi n g. It cou l d, IH'rhap;::;, b(' used to (,llSUr (~ that 
t1w tlurth got a securi l,y forc0 whi ch the minori ty could 
rcr..;pect and join - j I) COiltrast to thc present si Luatio I 

\.;here the security forces were almost to (: a 11 y seen as 
rc'presentaLiv€; of 'l.he majopity. lhis was a cause of 
a U (:;!1lC! tion 1 n NortllC'rn Irel anu, '''h lch was growillg and 
becoming more serious. 

5 . T'1e f!'...£' sj dent sa 1 d th at lw had th ~ f co ling t ha t th(~ 
majority want peace . Was the position that they were 
afraid to stand up Lo the terrorist min01'.· tj C's in thC'ir 
own c. mp? 

6. Th(-' Taoiseaeh said that '~hel'e was an element of thit';. 
Hmvcver', on tIle l!lajol'il,y side in ~~()rLhrr1J In'land l,lle 
tert'ol~ist groups had bt'C'n tluio'3c('nt nolV for sOlle time, j n 
contra3t to the situai.~ion wl~ich hid obtained in th. 1970s . 
They di cl not SC'( rn, 1,0 be such a powC"rful fore.:' \lOW. TlH' 
IR i\, on the' 0 t.herhand, h" ve not. prev('nt('d peop 1 p J i kC' 
John ITllml' from sCanding up and l~:ighting in the' nL(,f·l'St.S 0 

d,'m0crai;ic Governmf'n t in NOJ Lhel'r1 I pc' land . 

7 . 'I' h c' .P l' (' S j d C' n t (' n qui l' e d n Po tot h 0 n a t. Lt reo f t 1: (' Pro vis 1 0 n.:l 1 
organ j sat] on-:---What arc' they? 

8 . The Taoiscach s<:d d t, h atthe nan,(' "P r'ovi si ona 1" mi gh l, 
make it a'ppearTTla t t.he organ i sa t j on \ v'::Uj t(,ntpOrc..d~y Ot' 

tentat:l vc. In 1969 l,hcrc had lv'c'n Cl spl i.t in 1.,1 e oJ'gani sati on 
",h ,1 the Provos, c.lS the right~-winb nationaLi sL c']emcnL 
b;~oke away l't'Om the' "official Sll ,,'ho \\'('1 e marxisL or 
comml1rJist. by conviction. They hat! st..ll'ted 01"1' in Lhis way, 
as a right-wing grouping, but now Ul "Y have send.nart': - like 
one in D('rry some l,i me ago, OIt the Cuban '<'ystCr.l of 
Gov " rnrH'nt . The or <10 j seaeh n'cn t ion('d 1~he act.i on 0 f 
Co Ion< 1 Gh.l!ldaf i i n-in<ii ca tlng support fCl\~ the Provos . 
The L.'l.sh Governmf'nt had eutel'8, a sh'ong protc'st Hith tll(' 
Llby~.l.s ovcr t,rds Gut, so r"r, had recpjvf~d no :>atisfa.ctory 
indj cat i on of \;i thdrc.lwa 1 . 

9. The ~rf~s:i dent said that many "Jell-m(~anlng people argued 
that t1.0 ,\rwricans were finding corn nunistL und('r 'v(>ry bed . 
He unde'rstood the sort of illogicality to which the 
Taoiscf'lch had t'efcrred. SOl11e,~in;e ago, the Sanclinista<; 
.Lll Ni caragua had j 01 ned thr PLO and de 1 at'cd W" l' on 181'.1<' 1 ! 

10. The T:J.oiscach said thal, ·the-re WE're two wol'i'or party 
I'cpresentc.ltivesin the Dail with far 1cftish as'5oclatioIls. 
The President migh t expect jntcl'l'upLions from them - and 
for th.i s reason, he wOllld be escol'tiu;J him d own ti1e E>teps 
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in a particular way, \ihcn he ,"ouId he passing these two 
rep! c scntat. i vC's. Thesf' people seemed to be genui nely 
commllnjst in convict.ion <1IHI, w<'re, p<'rhap '''' br'ing iddpd H1th 
mon~Jy from i...ne USSR. /Iow('ver, as far as he knew, the 
Sovi<,':. Uni Oil hav!" n('¥t r gj V(,11 rea]. supp·::>rt to i...h<, IRA .- apart 
from one Czech ilrms SllPP J Y i nei dent, for ",hi ch apologies 
had b('<'11 madl'. 

11. The Pr!!l'ducnt I.hen \"(,llt on t ,o rcfel~ Co Cldl':idgC' C lraver 
w'lo, a number . of yeaI'd ago, had bee. cent encrd t ,() rpi t;on. 
He ha I skipped ,baj 1 <,nu gone to Cuba, filgr'ri a and oLhel' 
Communist countl'le,:;. In t ,hc end, he had r:(~ tuI'n('tl t.o pri . ')n 
in tlw U. S. Answeri ng a que6ti on pl~t "l.o him Ly the mccli a, 
IH" h a d said thlt he- wOlld pr'efc '. to be in pl'ison in i, hco 
Uni t('d States than to b<, fre<' in i;he ,'e Communi sL count-r'i (- '::;i. 

CIC'aver' hadL,aicl that th(> tl'ui...h wa s i...ha t communisls r< n U .y 
\·:e1'e c v erywhere, even under the bed, in lhcse couni...r i p, ! 

12 . At -Lld s l)oiilt, the nhJ("'Gi no; \\' <:15 5Itt(,r'rupted for 
phoi...ogr&phs and re8umC'd, in pienary session. 

] 3. Th<' T,10; .sf'flCh then 1 C' s um('d by thanking tlw Pr('sid 'Ill. 

for W:1at hcfiad dOll<' about student. visa'-; . The Pr<'sj dent; 
said th.:lt it ,II;)'S his aim i...o enlarge t;h<, 5LadC'nt cxchangc,'-
Pl'Og'l ammes . Th0 Taoi.sca h saj d that he Has Y(,l'y LhankfuJ 
fo!' Whid~ t,h<, l)l~f'sjdcnt lJad said in G.:llway. Our stud,'nts 
benefit from their cXr)eric{lccG in America. He hoprd that 
some A;'l)Cl,j can ;:;tud nts could c(;,nc hel ' c a 1 so, to bene r it-
in a similar vlay. The quest.io;) o~ wOI'I' visas was 11101"(' 

difficult. Ih~ \IQuId like if ·til~ Prf's'dent could, ill sow:! 
way, f.:lcj li tal; e the cnlcH'g'<')r1ent of our quotas - so thai... mOl" 
people could gain C'xpprirncr in the Un ' t('d States, to thr 
bener'i t. of bot,h count!' i es. The Pres i dent, at tll is poi ut. 
asked the Secretary of Stai';e j r he \,/ou'Td Cook into tlw 
question . Th0 Taoi::;c;}ch \I/('n t on to -u.y that j t wou 1. d not 
be good if thC' I~ish-AmC'ricanR b0gan to die out! Sine' 
1929 ther<' l1.:lS not oe('n significant Irish emigrnUon 1.,0 

to the States . Thr Presid~nt P Dld Lhat he understood thnt 
in the lasi... few years not as mi..lny Il'i sh people had COllie t.o 
th". .::>tat<"s a~. could havf' come , ulJder ('xi ~.ting al'r'ang"I:, . nts. 
The T 10i s.0ach sal d that i...hi s ~II<S not ht· C.:ll' .(' they di cl noL 
want to go . The exi sting T'egj fIIr s0('medto bC' V01'Y 

r('stT' ietive. Th(' Prc~-ddent Lh'cm said Lhat it was -------dC'sigllccl to ens ur8 that members (If the j mnlC'diatC' fam; ly could 
gcl~ into the States. The 'raoi . ..:;each said that if an:th' ng 
could be dOlle he WOll] d grcatly arprcciatp thc' Presidc'nL 1 s 
assist,once. Here, we had a young pOpll LatiOll - 31% of our 
voters wC'r(' in the tecns or tW(!l1 ti0s. 

/ . ........ . 
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1 -+. The Taoi ·l('.'lch ~.; (' nt on to l-5ay that he would li lee to 
I11cntiun oneoLTi.('r thinp.; - l)('CallSe jf hc didn't 'nrntion it 
he! wouJd 1.)(' as k(' d why not, . H,,! ('hC'11 \'c·f('rl"f'd to Fords of 
C(/rk \-;,h i ch wou.ld be c losj np; in a f' c\,. w('('kG t i Ill{' • H(' would 
be very happy j f Ford~ could Lhillk of ('s"i::'<J.blishing a 
compor('nt factory. If ttw Prcsidpnt happen('d to run j nto 
the ChLCf Executive of Fords or other Board m('mbcrs he 
could pef'haps .suggest; tha L course of acti 011. F Ol'US in 
Cork had b (' e n v (' r ' y big i ne h e 19 30 s w h (' n it had t 1I r n e! dOll t 
sOr.1t:thJllg lik(' 30,000 tl'actors a year - a sizc.1bl(· 
l1umb('l' for tht t time'. Th\~ t-.[jPlc:;i--,Cl' for l'or'cdgn Affai ('s 

dai d Chat the Cork f ae Lory wa~s-t. h, fi r's t f ae LOI'Y I oros ---
openl d out s1 de America. The Pl __ esJ.c ant said Ghat th(' 
closur',? was probably dllc Lo the dC'crc;}s("d mar'kl't lor care; . 
Th(' TaoiscdC'h went un to (,xplai n tI,ae undcl' L}H' EEC Tl'cal y 
tho barJ~i er5protccting c· ... l' a~sr'mb 1," her'c' hep0 du(! t ,o b~' 
dis.nantlcd by 1984. Wc l'ccogni.;ed 1 ... hat in t ,l1ese conditions 
ass('lllu l.y here was no t COJni)ct i ti vc. The Sc'cre!ta r'y of Eitat(~ 
.sui d that, i ord sales i 11 Europe had 1)1"'( n bi ggcr 1.; 11 a n-t I w-;p-­
of Genera] Motors. 

15. The Taoi8C'nch t11('n \Vent en to l'C'f(,j' tu (,XPOl'J; controls 
fo!' hig!1 t<'chn )logy glwds. Jr('land appl iNi V('l'Y rigid 
controls t~o th('se cxport.s. Th(' S('c['( ttlry of bttltC' Cls':cd 
if some assuranCf' cou' d bc' given that thc';'e w'as t)'o­
t,echno10gy tl an~ff'r to th(' Eas: ('1'11 b1 oc, as Cl resu Lt of 1. hC'sf' 
C'xports . The Taoiscach said that Ilcland used the most 
1'0S ',ri cti ve 1 ist in ('xi sCence i Jl applying; cxpor'L eontr·ols. 
He then went on to say that that was thC' last of the biLat('ral 
itC'ms on his 1 1st . Hf' raised with t.he Pr('sidC'nt the> 
prospects for the London Econollllc SWIll1lit and, in P<'lr'tjc.ulal', 
for jntc['est rates. 

16 . 1'110 PPf"S i el(' nt SD i d t h at \.vlH'n 11(' had t al~('n of fi (' e t;lw 

primc r It(:- was 21%. It had sillce fa lIen t,o 11 fr7~ - \d t.h an 
increasing dC'ficit. People had tried t;o deal with earlier' 
roces,'" ions by w;J.y of a q u:i ck fi '{ . A few years tl cy I' ound 
themselves dgain, wich anoth{'T' l'PC !ssiol1. Thf'r{' \\'a~" 
nothi .1g permanc'nt 'about what thr)y 11 :113 don(' OT' were trying 
to do. lIe had nd I t('d nnother cours(. The measur"'s 
h~ wos taking would d('al \dth r('cessjon TH'rm;lnC'nt-ly and 
give st[1 b ili ty. Th n money r. -'ket \'/<.18 not con'1 need • et 
t.hat... inflation was L nte. l "ad (-;('('n at about 4~b for' 
two jC (~l1'S no,,",. Inflation W;J.S real villain of UlC 
p ieco - dest.r·oy 1 ng con fid(~nce bn . /lS(' pe op Le just di cl not.. 
know whether theiI' Il'on('y \voul.d give (hcm a return, if they 
invest~d i The Federa! RC'ser've Board wns tightening 
strings again now b~causc they [fared that inflation would 
come back. The PresidC'nt wen on to say tha- the 
Admirl1st,ral~ion was-(j'0aUng with the d('ficit now "ley had 
a three year Jrogramme to brJng it down by $1:( billjon . 
They W(,}'(' l'C'duc 1 ng Government expendi tUl'e - <lnd t\·ou 1 d reullcc 
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it farther in 1985. Thl'y hoped, by these mC'asuJ'l's, to 
rl'storc confidpncc . Pl'oplA just did not want to get 
(3ught - ll'ndjng mOliC!y at the wrong inLC'rest rate . 

] 7 . The Taoi r.;pach said that wc hopC'c1 to get inf13t ·j on here 
dcn.;n to about - -()% l1C'xt yea r. Anl('r iean rea 1 intC'rest rat('s 
H('re \'C'l'y high. This causf!d n flow 01 money inlo America, 
with C'mbarrassing consequences for Europe. 

18. The President said thn t cssenti ally, two indllstri f'S 
governed the rc?nom}. Onc was autos: the othl'r was 
housing. Eaeh can cause a recrssion by itself. Whcn 
he h.1(, come into ufi ic( bo'lh W("~C f1".t on their back. 
Pf'oplC' cou I dn I t affo} d credit . . The aVl'1'agl' age of calS 
in Amf'f'l ca then v'as C'vl'r sev('n yc:u's. Nmv that has changl'd. 
Pcopl f! ,..-ere bt y ing mOl'e cnrs. This year, almost 2 mi 1] ion 
llouses would be built,. ThC're WL:re 85,000 morf' people 
employed in making cars . The 'l'aoisc.::lch said this improvement. 
had tlot ye t. bC'(!n fLl 11 y l'ef 1 ect0d {-n·-BUl'Ope. Anyway, 
Europe has not yet propC"T'ly concerted its 1>01ici('.-;; - pcl'i1.:lp ..... 
l)('cause of attj tudcs in vIle UK and G,"rmany . Tht; Pr(' si dcnt 
agreed - sayin!; t.haL Europe ha~:; not creat,c(l new jtj~--­
In ftmerica in the 1970s somclhing l:ike 23 million !leH jcbs 
had been created . fhe corresponding figure for Europe, 
he was told. \\·<.IS about 2 millio.'i. The SecT'(~t,<lr'y of St al(! 
referred to t..ht~ contJ'ibuti on which the US tt'acle d('licit -
made to European rccovc·ry . 25/30~~ of Ch~t l'ccov"ry WDS 

accounled ['or by the ,'.lCl'SS of Al~lerican imports ove r' .' rr- ~ts . 
The deficit of $70/1 0 billion was qtit0 8timulat~~g 
The T~0isea~h said that recovery Kas not yet fulJy 
opol'atl.onal in Europp. The S('crC't.ary of State sai d tha t he: 
had gi ven some comput .:It,j ons tot he Hi nj ::;i~cr rOt' FOl'ei gn 
Affair r on t.he subject, which the Taoise.:lch might find 
j nter'~sti ng. Hf' had u 1 so gi ven Hr . Ba r-r y a copy of u 
Pas toral letter from tl Bishop in Nic[lr;, gtw and .:l sp(~eC'h hy 
SenaLol' Kel1Ilcdy, where he had m.:ldc 3 strong a'ltuck 011 1 ft'" 
Governm0nt ·Lh,,:·ce . Neith("r it ('m had l'cceiv('d <.!liy puhlici v./_ 

19. rjlhe r .. 'nsident said that. .se lator Teddy Kenncdy had 
Le( no'" thC:;-S-i de 'o£-- tIll' Salldi 1.f>tas l'nLi' lw hc.d.- .1 hmv 
far the) had gone. ['0'" Kcnnccly \Vas on the S1 de of till" 
Church. Thn Secr·tiH'Y of Stat;o ."laid that j t wa c, a 1'(';1 1 
lUan bi tes dog stOl'Y htf-, despj te this it. dj dn It uppr'a l~ in the 
pnpc-r:'1 at all. The: Taoiboach thpt1 went on to soy that 
he had heard that C.:lrdj nal Sin had indicated that. Fr. 0 I Hl"i en 
and t he othel~ people he1u i H j ai 1 \v i th hun ~n U.0 Fhi 1 i pp.i r.es 
w("ro being rol('ased. H(! t.hou.51It it \vou_d be helpful j f 
:.5lJm~"t.hing couJd be said to Prcsiuc·nt Nal'cos supporting i~ i .is 
movo. Th(' Presiden, s,d d that ho was working qld et] y at 
the maLter. ---UC-~.J(l<; glad to hf'ar whuL Lhe Tao} ,each had 
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said. 'Ihe Mi n i ste'I' 1 or Fore j gn Af f ti irs said tha"t the 
inform.:1tion haJ come to t.h('rn from two sources - onc Ca l'dJ naJ 
Sin '.s Pt'e'ss Seel~ctary and the oLlwr the Columban Father's 
in the Phi l:i ppincs . 

20. The Taoisetich then r(~fel'l'ed to the discussions which 
Ute Preside t; had with DU<lf'te . Among the gu(> 'i 11.:105 tIlC'I'0 
were SOFlC extreme marxists: others were mor'e of the SociD.I 
Democrat ca · ~ of mind. The Ttinais~e at ~his point indlc3tcd 
that t'w Labol.1r· Party werc' memhci's-ol: tbe SGci a J.i st lntel'n; (j ondl 
A lot of discussions was going on in that forum indicating 
that many people wanted to stay within tile democratic process 
but were being forccu out of i i.,. If thel'e \,; ;\s anything 
that his Ptirty could do to ao5si st in this r~<tt, tel' "lhey would 
be only willir~ to do so. 

21 . The PI'csident said that t.here wer'e c(t.; least two groups 
at 0( ' ds in -T,nf' "Governm('nL in E I. Sa l.vador. One group wL:;ht~d 
to off ()r amnesty: the oi..lwP didn' i~. In Niraraguti, UH" 
situation W<:\3 the opposite. There, the CONTRAS offel'(~d 

amnesty and the GovCrlll/l('nt refus~) d . The :!:.~ois~a~J:!" 
enqu i red if there WtiS anythj ng which Eu t'OP~'<lll COLl;ltri ('s 
could d o to help the' situation in Nirarngua. The Serret~ry 
of State said tha t j n Cbe area l ho thought that 811 PP(~l' l;---­
'shoufd be gj ven to Duarte and his Governmnnt. Tl1i F; wou 1 d 
i nf lurl1cc N icaragu3 from which dai 1 y suppli cs of arms w('r(' 
flow i ng. 11' Duart(' wcr(~ seen as getting hr'oad SUPPOI't, it 
would discourage this form of j .nsurgrncy. DuarLe was very 
convinced ~nd eloquent on the subjec t of tlw demoertitic 
process. He "ivant~d to ;::>upport it in his country . HI' h'ould 
be told thtit he was turning his back on his supporters if 
he offered the gucpjllti5 positions in Go~ernmcnt. Thry did 
not tal.;'"c pal't in the dcmocrati (' process and he cOllld not 
argue convincingly that they shonld be given such po,siLions , 
unless and u.ltil they did. The Taoiseaeh referred to ttilks 
in an Embassy; n Cos"la Rica. Hc -sa-id "that through tlwi r 
assocj~tion with the Christian Democ~aL movement they might 
be able to achieve sorn.:th-Lng in Nj caragu.:l and El Snlvador. 
Was there anything fupthcr that could be done through our 
partners? Tl1C SccI' ctary of St.ate said that a c()nst'}~\lct.iV(' 
attitude wonld do much ~£ood .--'i'hc-prople : n El Salvador 
WCl~ e putting togcth( r a total St.ate, which they had not yet, 
achievpd . They had not yet con'301idatl~d the i r posj tiOll. 
The rresid0nt ~aid that in Nicaragu~ th~ Government have 
publj L.lY stat e d that tbey 'would never let an election change 
their p o wer. There was no [rcf"dom of t.hc' press. How could 
anybody form another Tarty when people were killed fop 
engaging in pOLitical Rctivity. There was a jokc curr e nt 
there which linked two t)PCS of box - "lhe ballot box and 
the coffin. 
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said. 'Ihe Mi n i ste'I' 1 or Fore j gn Af f ti irs said tha"t the 
inform.:1tion haJ come to t.h('rn from two sources - onc Ca l'dJ naJ 
Sin '.s Pt'e'ss Seel~ctary and the oLlwr the Columban Father's 
in the Phi l:i ppincs . 

20. The Taoisetich then r(~fel'l'ed to the discussions which 
Ute Preside t; had with DU<lf'te . Among the gu(> 'i 11.:105 tIlC'I'0 
were SOFlC extreme marxists: others were mor'e of the SociD.I 
Democrat ca · ~ of mind. The Ttinais~e at ~his point indlc3tcd 
that t'w Labol.1r· Party werc' memhci's-ol: tbe SGci a J.i st lntel'n; (j ondl 
A lot of discussions was going on in that forum indicating 
that many people wanted to stay within tile democratic process 
but were being forccu out of i i.,. If thel'e \,; ;\s anything 
that his Ptirty could do to ao5si st in this r~<tt, tel' "lhey would 
be only willir~ to do so. 

21 . The PI'csident said that t.here wer'e c(t.; least two groups 
at 0( ' ds in -T,nf' "Governm('nL in E I. Sa l.vador. One group wL:;ht~d 
to off ()r amnesty: the oi..lwP didn' i~. In Niraraguti, UH" 
situation W<:\3 the opposite. There, the CONTRAS offel'(~d 

amnesty and the GovCrlll/l('nt refus~) d . The :!:.~ois~a~J:!" 
enqu i red if there WtiS anythj ng which Eu t'OP~'<lll COLl;ltri ('s 
could d o to help the' situation in Nirarngua. The Serret~ry 
of State said tha t j n Cbe area l ho thought that 811 PP(~l' l;---­
'shoufd be gj ven to Duarte and his Governmnnt. Tl1i F; wou 1 d 
i nf lurl1cc N icaragu3 from which dai 1 y suppli cs of arms w('r(' 
flow i ng. 11' Duart(' wcr(~ seen as getting hr'oad SUPPOI't, it 
would discourage this form of j .nsurgrncy. DuarLe was very 
convinced ~nd eloquent on the subjec t of tlw demoertitic 
process. He "ivant~d to ;::>upport it in his country . HI' h'ould 
be told thtit he was turning his back on his supporters if 
he offered the gucpjllti5 positions in Go~ernmcnt. Thry did 
not tal.;'"c pal't in the dcmocrati (' process and he cOllld not 
argue convincingly that they shonld be given such po,siLions , 
unless and u.ltil they did. The Taoiseaeh referred to ttilks 
in an Embassy; n Cos"la Rica. Hc -sa-id "that through tlwi r 
assocj~tion with the Christian Democ~aL movement they might 
be able to achieve sorn.:th-Lng in Nj caragu.:l and El Snlvador. 
Was there anything fupthcr that could be done through our 
partners? Tl1C SccI' ctary of St.ate said that a c()nst'}~\lct.iV(' 
attitude wonld do much ~£ood .--'i'hc-prople : n El Salvador 
WCl~ e putting togcth( r a total St.ate, which they had not yet, 
achievpd . They had not yet con'301idatl~d the i r posj tiOll. 
The rresid0nt ~aid that in Nicaragu~ th~ Government have 
publj L.lY stat e d that tbey 'would never let an election change 
their p o wer. There was no [rcf"dom of t.hc' press. How could 
anybody form another Tarty when people were killed fop 
engaging in pOLitical Rctivity. There was a jokc curr e nt 
there which linked two t)PCS of box - "lhe ballot box and 
the coffin. 
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22.. At this point, thn mecting concludC'Cl suddenly - with 
the Prcsi <lp-ne I s dcp,lt'turc for Lein~t('r HousE". I3pfol'(' th(' 
dcparLurc, a copy of Labour· Pa d. y de Cllnwn t·,s on C('ni. ra 1 
Amcricl was ~jvcn te Mr. Durt for the President ' s informltian. 

c/(7, 

cc Mr'. S-an Do.llon, Secretat~y, DeparLn1 ('nt of For(dgn Aff'<"drs. 
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dcparLurc, a copy of Labour· Pa d. y de Cllnwn t·,s on C('ni. ra 1 
Amcricl was ~jvcn te Mr. Durt for the President ' s informltian. 

c/(7, 

cc Mr'. S-an Do.llon, Secretat~y, DeparLn1 ('nt of For(dgn Aff'<"drs. 

141004 Gr IJ .\\· ~ro r.;~2 r" ~hb D'~7 


	0
	TAOIS_2014_105_767_00001
	TAOIS_2014_105_767_00002
	TAOIS_2014_105_767_00003
	TAOIS_2014_105_767_00004
	TAOIS_2014_105_767_00005
	TAOIS_2014_105_767_00006
	TAOIS_2014_105_767_00007

