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TO: 

FROM: 

DL\TB : 

SUBJECT: 

part i cipants in the Airlee House 
ern Ireland. 

Louise Richa~d~on 

20 December 1984 

Logistical details for the conference. 

~e are delighted that you will be able to attend the Airlee House 
Conference on Northern Ireland to take place on January 6 - 9 in 
~?arrenton, Virginia. ... 

please find enclosed your airline ticket to the V.S. and a copy 
of your itinerary. .;arrenton, Virginia is located 45 miles south 
of Washington, J.C. We have therefore made the following trans­
portation arrangements for January 6th. Those of you who '.-'ill be 
arriving on PA flight ~ 107 from London will be met at 1.40 D.m • 
in the Pan Am baqgage claim area at !Julles airoort. Those of-vou 
travelling on BA-fl~ght # '-77 from London ~ill-be met at 5.55·p~m. 
at the Sritish Airways baggage claim area at ..)ulles. Those trav­
elling from Dublin will be met at 8.13~~t the pan Am ticket desk 
at National Airport. If you are travelling before January 6th you 
may meet at any of the above times and locations, alternatively 
you may go to the Eastern ticket desk at the main terminal of 
~ational Airport (which is located close to downtown ~'ashington) 

.at 4.00 p.m. on Su~day, January 6th. In each case look for the 
name RICHAR~SON. You will be driven by coach from the airport to 
:-Jarrenton which is about an hour I s drive. 

',oie wi'll have an informal dinner for 'participants as they arrive 
on Sunday evening. The first session of the conference will begin 
on r-10nday morning. The~e · ..... ill be three sessions on ~'~onday ,three 
on Tuesday, and two on '.-lecnesday. The conference will end at 4.00 p.li1. 
on ~ednesday, January 9th. The agenda will be built around eight 
paoers which have been commissioned bv the committee. The Daoe~s 
ar~ on the following tonics: The Scon;mics of ~ependency: ~h~ . . 
'Cuestion of Consent; Jr i ti sh Government ?o licy in ;:~orthern I~e 1-
an~; :Toss-30rier Sec~ri ty 2onsiderations: Ijentity and Aspirations: 
A Unionist Perspective, :dentity and AS9i~ations: A ~ationalist 
r'ers'gecti ve: .~nglo- I~ i 2h ]erceptions; ~ecently .?ubli shed .Jocuments. 
You will receive copies of the papers, supporting d'qcuments,and 
a 1etailed schedule of events on arrival at Airlee Eouse. 

, 
6 Apple Orchard Heights, Westfield, Massachusetts Oi 085 
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~I?n? \ .... i.ll be an -:.u.:1.ience of .:l~.)1')roxiiT1''l~(:)ll fifty !,)€'o;-")le at'tendir.\] 
,.ne conference. ,; n\..l;11b~r of s~ecidJ.ly ill'lite! 1 guests will ·a.~so 
atten-:-l t;'!c evenil1c( di!1nt?rsr ThR au :1ierJcr,;:' '..;ill COlls~st of :lv:~mb'2r.s 
of the "~,merican r;ove::-n:ilent, acaj\::>rnic CO;T1J:"iun'i+:'j an-J ·~!"ess •.. :bile 
all sessions 0": the confero?nce '.,i.ll 'C0 off-tl:<2-recor:l, arranJe-

~r ~ ~ , .) n --1 c r_L' ""_'1' 1"-1- ~ ' .; rt-"r " ~\'''' 'C .. 1-,at' .:] , -' mG.1,~S c:ln ,)~. ro.d ~c :.or 0 .. '.:.n~ _e~.v ........ I1_,=_'vl.,:, ,~>, l':: ,~.. lS ..leSl!"e(:< • 

. ~:i.rlee :70118e has etll t.he C\iilenities of a ::-)::::-o:e::;~i()r.al conference 
center. rhe tele~)hone num~er there at ·,.;hich }:(.'u can 1:.e reached 
during t.he confe::::-ence is: 703-347-1300 (long 1istanc8) or 
"''"'6 ~-- 1 (1 l' "-o~~~ aca j. 

If you have any ':liffic'-..!lties ........ ith t!-:eEe o!"::-anClemer.ts -:;lease call 
~:atricia l,,?efe:: at: 7,:)3-237-0GOO. 
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THE AIRLEE HOUSE CONFERENCE. ON NORTHERN IRELAND 

January 1985 
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CONFERENCE ON NORTHERN IRELAND 

Introduction: 

During the last ten years the Committee for an Irish Forum organized a number of 

conferences/ symposia in :\1J.ssachusetts which brought together par"ies to the p0liti~al 

confli::t in ~orthern Ireland to (a) engage in dialogue w'th each other in an 

envt:-onment free from the constraints of their own immed'ate political theatres and 

(b) -0 educ e .\meri -an, espedally l:-ish-Americcn opi ion, ' ''1 !"egard to a,.1 aspects of 

the si 

T. e C m·::ee:' r a w g: 

a) T~e Am ers :ere. ce,:\ g 5t! Se?7.e-n"-;)er 9 5 

b) ~Ie F':-s: Bosto, Sy p SIU.l1 0 orther re a:1d , arch 332 

c) T~e Secon,d Bos:::m S., mpos! J .n l orther rela."1d, March 98 

When the ~.iarch 1984 Symposium was over, the Co:nmittee continued to keep in touch 

with the various politic3.1 parties who had been in 3.ttendance, including 

re?resentatives vf the Dublin and London g:>vernments, with a view to furtherin3 its 

efforts in promoting dialogue af!lo'1g t~e constitutional political parties and educating 
/ ", 

select strata of A nerican vpinion. A copy of the proceedings of the Symposium's final 

session was forwarded to personnel in London, Dublin, and Belfast. 

A number of developments since the ~v1arch 1984- Sy:nposium made the Committee's 

continued activities more pertinent: First in mid-April, the Official Unionist ?arty set , 
out its position with regard to t~e form of internal devolJtio'1 it w~lJld accomma<i3te 

itself to in The Way Forward, and second in early \\a)" the constitutional nationalist 

parties in !::>oth p~ts of Ireland set out their determination of the realities of the 

sit~atioi\ in :--.Iortnern Ireland and the steps, which in thei:- view, would have to be taken 
\ 

o 
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CONFERENCE ON NORTHERN IRELAND 

into aCCO~;jt in order t::> resolve the conflict in The :--lew Ireland Forum Reo::>rt. 30th 

d0cuments Nere debatej in 'the Wes";;ninster Parlla:nent heady July, at which time 

the 3ritish government took the opportunity to set O..1t i:s perceptions of the re3.lities 

of the situation, a~d the guide lines it would use in atte:Tlpting to bring a!:>out a 

settlement. In September, the ~ernocratic Unionist Party put forwad it:; own 

proposals in "lortnern Ireland: Ulster; t:--'e Future '\ssured, and in November, a 

Committee under the direction of Lord Kibrando;l issued its recommendations in the 

Report of an Inde2endent Inquirv. 

During this period the Co~nmittee had on-6oing discussions with the leaders of all the 

" 
constitutional political parties or their designated re?resentatives in the :"Jorth of 

lrela;ld, the Repubiic of Ireland and Great britain, and with represematives of both the 
I ' 

Dublin and London 'govern:nents with a view to having a follow-up conference in the 

United States that would address develop,Tlents since the "'arch Symposium, elaborate 

on so,ne of the :nore oasi(:- issues raised during the final session of that Sy:nposium, and 

continue to inform impor~ant strata of American public opinion. 

/ "-

As a result of these discussions the parties agreed to participate in an all-party 

conference on Northern Ireland scheduled to take place in the United States January 

6-9, 1985, at -\irlee House, Warrenton, Virginia. Both the British and Irish 

governments indicated their willingness to send ministerial representation provided 
. 

,certain conditions were met. These conditions were ;net to their satisfaction. 

The conference lIil!)e ope i.e. no ?riv3te, i.e. a select audie ,ce (approxima ely fi!ty 

perso s) .,,' at·end 'n order to pied de s ggestions t at neg:> 'a ions are tak'ng place. 

The conference, owever, W ;10 be open"; t e ge e:-a p brc. The 'nvited a Gle:--.ce 
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CONFERENCE ON NORTHERN IRELAND 

~/ill be made up of hflue:1tiJ.l A:nerican vpinio:1-rnakers and me:n:,ers of the 

professional, 3.cademic, and public-sector co:nmunities. This audience will share the 

Ai:-lee House accom:nodations and facilities with 3ritish anj Irish participants for the 

tnree-day period in order to enhance the opportunities for infor:nal as well 3.S for:nal 

exchanges. 

Co-Sponsors . ; 

ass!s~ -a e has ::1ade Ilack 

:. . as5ac~.:se::s a: 305,0'1. - .e,..... m. · ~-::ee 2-50 ' :.s es 
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CONFERENCE ON NOR TH~RN IRELAND 

.' 

Agenda: 

The Committee has worked wit~ the partk:ipants to establis:l an agreed-upon 

agenda. As a result of these discussions the Comm'ittee commissioned eight papers on 
I 

the critical issues that all ;>arties agree are pertinent and relevant to their concerns. 

J 

These papers are: 

The Question of Consent 
Professor Bernard Crick, Birkbeck College, University of London 

British G:>vernment Policy in Northern Ireland 

Bruce Arnold, Irish Independent 

Cross- Border Security Considerations , 

Professor Kevin BoyIe, University College, Galway 

Dr. Tom Hadden, Queen's University, Belfast 

The Economics of Dependency: 'Impllcations for the North and South 

Profes~r Norman Gibson, New University of Ulster 

Identity and Aspirations: A Unionis: Perspective 

Dr. A.T.Q. Stewart, Queen's University, Belfast 

Identity and Aspirations: A ~ationalist Perspective 

:)r. Seamus Dea~e, 0niversLty College, Dublin 

A.nglo-Irish Perceptions ". 

Dr. John Bowman, RTE, Dublin 

Recently Published Documents 
Dr. Paul ,\rthur, Ulster ?olytechni.: 

. - ~ ~ . . 

I .' :: " _ . 

These papers, however, will not be formally delivered. Rather they will be distributed 

to participants and audience beforehand, and thus serve as starting points to focus 

discussions. They will form the core of the agenda but the agenda will not necessarily 

\ 
be limited to thei:- terms of reference. 
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CONFERENCE ON NORTHERN IRELAND 

The gen~:al forinat for dis_ussion, subject to r~vision as the need may 3.:-!se, will ~e as 

follows: 

a) The author of the paper under discussio:l will provide 3. short oral 

sum:n3.ry (no inore than ten minutes). 

b) This will be followed by a 'panel discussion. P~rticjpan s fi0m each party 

will decide fo:- the.nse ves h'ch panels they wish to be re;>re?ented on. 

c) . '0 ;>a:-ty inay , ave iTI re nan one re;xesentative on a given panel, and no 

panel will have -n e tha eight :ne~be:-s. 

:-\f:er a =><ef ?e. g s~~te~e. ': y e3. , pa e pa~~ c pa t, ;)3. etis:s ;,vil 

• a 'e a e:-. 

e 

- e:e 

e:: ee sessi _:";5 

T esda., a ~ ' 0 Se5S' 5 0 r ednesd~y, a a!" 9 . 

h) If, at any given point, iss es e~e ge ' n he co rse of t e Confere ce t at 

pM icipants believe warrant further disc ssion, t. e agenda w'Il be 

amended to -nake the necessary time available. \ 

i) Sessio:1s will :lot be of equal le'1sth, i.e. more tilne will t>e spend on the 

Question of Consent, for eX3.lTIpl~, than on the EconoiTIics of Dependency. 

I 

o I 



Sunday, January 6, 1985 

I 

P., .- P. 

P. ~. - .:~ P.: .. \. 

4:01) P.t\-L - 4:3') P.:"\. 

4:30 P.~..i. - 7:00 p.M. 
, 

7:15 P.t'",. - 3:00 P. i. 

8:00 P.M. 

Tuesday, January S, 1985 -

3:00 A.~"'L - 9:00 A.:,,\. 

9:00 A.; .. 1. - 12:00 P.~"L 

1_:0 P.,\t\. - ::lOP.l • 

P., L - P., L 

P.' :3? · 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
(su:'je·:t to revision) 

/ 

Arrivals Su:.day af er noon and evening. 
Cockt3i rece?:'on :or e3.r1y :u-r'vals and 
si <low diry .... e:- a~ 8:0') P .M. Buffet 
sU?per fy a-er arr'vals. 

"Br' t' s Gover :1:ne .. ? 0 'cy n , or-her n 
Ireta. d 

Break 

"Cross Border Security -::onsi::ierations" ~ 

Cocktail Reception 

Dinner. Both the I:-ish 
Ambassadors will attend. 
Rabbi Arthur Schneier, 
Conscience Founda·ion. 

Breakfast 

"Identity and .'\spirationstt 

L nc 

n- ' _~ Q ' : - ., estlo, 0.1. \.... nse . 

B eal 

and British 
Address by 
Appeal of 

oc -re -
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THE COtv~,\' .. . iEE FC 

HISTO~ • 

The ovston Irish Sy-nposium Com;nittee was organL:.cu j!: 

of educating Americ3.ns with regard to all aspects of the 
Ireland, and in p3Iticular of the crucial need for cOf")stitution; 
of resolving the conflict. 

If") ~v\arch 1932 .3. 1:\'Io-day sy:nposiu;n was held at the Johr 
with panels on history; economic and community co-operat, 
media; and the nature of Irish identity. Politicians who partil. 
Hon. John Hume ,",,1.E.?, and the Hon. Harold 'v\cCusker M.P. TL 
atte:1ded by over 350 peo?le. 

In January 1984, the 1932 Symposiu;n Committee merged with 'l . 

for an Irish Forum which sponsored the 1975 Amherst Conference u. 
Ireland. This Conference, which was not o?en to the public, brought tog 
50 people froll Ireland, "forth and South, who were party ' to ~1 sid( 
conflict. 

Padra'g Q'\\a l~y, who was the chief organizer vi the !\m~erst Conferenc 
President 0: t' e Co:nmL "ee for an Irish Forum, and Ca"hzrine Shanno:1, w c, 

the co-o- " ator of :~e 1932 Sympos·.1. a-·, e Kennedy Library, are the co-ch 
of • e new y re- ga:1ized Commi"·ee Lor a:1 Iri5~ :=or m t' a~ spa s ..... red .; e Se-:! 
30s: :1 Sym?os" 11 0 'rt' ern Ire1a d. 

m'ttee are: B uce _ooan 
'ence Se.:-e:a:: j 

~=, Ra ';no. ; :. uise 

i 

a:-e: Edmund Bea:ci, JI:-ec~or, 
., ~as5 ' 30s: . Syd"'\ey BUITe 

e e? 0: T e re and F d 

For infor:na!\)il on -he Commi··ee w e or phone: 
\ 

Padraig Q' : ialJ.~y 
John W. ~kCormack Institute of Public \ff2.irs 
University of :-Aassa::husettts. Har!:>or Campus 
30ston, ~A 01215 
Telephone: (GI7) 929·7275 

0) 

o 

Professor ~atherine Shannon 
Department vf History 
Westfield State College 
Westfield, MA 01086 
Telephone: (413) 568-3311 , 
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