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\ A The Prime Minister interrupted to say: "You mean the SDLP?". 
\~ .., 

-'-

The Taois each said that while SDLP opinion was, of course, 

absolutely central in this matter, he mea11t, in fact, the 

entire section of nationalist opinion which was not alienated. 

We now believe that we have a fair chance of bringing that 

section of opinion with us. It might not be fully understood 
r 

in London that from time to time it was necessary for us to 
~ 

take a strong line to reassure nationalists of our awareness of 

their problems. This was done with the intention of reassuring 

and ensuring that they did .not come under Provo influence. What we 
are doing had to be tolerable to the Unionists and saleable to the 
Nationalists. 
The Taoiseach, continuing, said that he found the discussions 

(in the Armstrong/Nally channel) so far to be very 

constructive. It was obvious that it would be very difficult 

for both sides to achieve two things: to reverse nationalist 

alienation and not to undermine Unionist confidence. He had 

been st,ruck by the way in which the discussions had refl,.ected 

the common desire to find solutions to common problems rather than to 
, 

"negotiate". He believed that such an , approach had never 

before been achieved in Anglo-Irish relations. He would like 

to record his appreciation of what was happening. 

The Taoiseach, continuing, said that, from our point of view, 

it was necessary to try to find agreement on a solution which 

would 

bring Northern nationall~ts away from alienation and 

provide an adequate basis for us to approach a . 

referendum, if necessary. 

Obvio~sly we could not attempt a referendum unless we were 

convinced that we had a chance of success. We are prepared to 

take risks, as you are. The hazard on our side, if we failed, 

would be that the Government could not s~rvive. \ However, if 

there is something which is both right and good, we would go 

' . 
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extraditing people to Northern Ireland without having any 
.A" 

idea as to the basis on which they were'being prosecuted. 

The Prime Minister then made a confused reference to a cache 

of arms and then referred to the Tidey~case. She said that 

while our action in the Tidey cat'e had been"magnificent" she 

had been told that our policemen had difficulty in getting 

cooperation from local people in the investigationdf the case. 

The Taoiseach said that of course there were cases of intimidation 

of the local community. This intimidation and the whole 

situation would be much worse if the RUC were coming across 

the Border. They would make such incidents much worse. It 

would create three borders and make the whole situation 

unmanageable. 

The Taoiseach said that the problem we face is alienation among 

nationalists in the North and the question was: What sort 

of security system would work? We do not pretend to have 

the answer to t~is. Neither do you. In 1922 we had set up 

an unarmed force in circumstances of civil war in our own 

state , which won majority support. The problem was to find a 

solution which would be equally successful in today's 

circumstances: 

The Prime Ministe~'said that mQst of the work of the RUC 

involved the problem of terrorism • 

The Taoiseach said that the RUC were a perfectly adequate 

force where ordinary crime was concerned. He said that if, 

for example, a crime took place in the Divis Flats it would 

be adequately investigated by the RUC. On the other hand, 

they would arrive in military transport and down on the street, 

while the investigating officers were ~ealing~ith the particular 

crime in the building, the situation was that the RUC 

transport was being guarded by a group of men who were also 

taking up defensive positions against a possible armed attack. 

In other words, the RUC were forced to behave as a force of 

occupation. The question was: how do we get over such problems? 
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