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l. Tho mec .:ing cgan at 7.00 p.rr.. and co·1cluded at 
arproxinatcly 7.15 p.n. !twas a~tcndcd by ~he P~ime 
;!Lniste:!" and her Private Secrel;ar.', Hr. Ch i,les PowPl]. 
The undersi cned :J.tt cnilccl -.,ith the '1'3oi~1cac i. 

2. '.r!-1-:; Prime Mi nistcr -- Germany, tJ c Uni· ec~ Kingdom c'lH: 
the lJether=:;nd.::-aT~e -;.bsolut~ 1 y fir~ on the IMPS question. 
GrPPce was alre".dy gettinc a g_•f'at. deal of protectior 

out of Enlarg8men~. 

T< '">i -;each: ------hci.s go~.1~~. 

I am pleased w.; ljh the way tht' \·:ine cLi s-:::u~;s10!1 

Italy supports France. 

f' ··me 11i n i st er: n the l\nf;'lo- Irish :::rca, !: <.lm doing 
;- erytl1in;g: Ica.n. I have b•~en ::..mi 1.:i n~~ a J L d .. y: Wh.:- ·~ 
we shou1d tr~! to do is to get a ne'·l f1·c.m•:»v0rk. We ho.vfl 

id th~_.t ,,.c ~.;o ld meet E o.rly in the 11cH Yl~ar and t.I'\'; w · 11 
io this. "owever. your chum) Jo.in liu1nc, s not maJd ng· 
chings t'asy. I· f' no.s :!'cact.ed i:n sue l a h ·>1·";t.ilc 'i.';:i.y in 
the Com.nons that I C\m al me st dri. vcn to h 1or"lc.r· '<:hether 
there is a!'ty r .. cint in trying to gC't J. solu'~ion 1-,o Ute 

r:>blcm. 

Taoisei:;ch: iv~. •.;cqL o aft.cr1rnrcls in ;;'. "er",' suppor'·.incr 
WC!Y, Oil t'.·ie subject of '\/hat prnss r·onf ercnr;c. 

Pri. e ;.p ni.st.cr: I thought that the press ,...onfc1·cncc 
haclbe-C:O-ail 5,._,ectness a id 1 j ght. 

Taoiseac t'1anks for opcni.cg and going on, gcncrallv~ on t.heL n ·s WC ag1·('·Cd at ChC<l'.lCrS. Ther,; were' hoi,;cver, 
tw· questions which h.:id causeJ very serioits dai11<.~ge. 
The first ·.<1a - the mat,ter j n which so:-,c ans1.·ers had been 
given. That h~d a very profound effect. 

Prime Ministnr: But we had said a~ least ~hrec times 
before th2.-tthe th:·ce o.)ti.ons in the forum \:Pr<· no, on. 
On the subj€.•rt of <..1llPn~'tion, I appr0ciat.e t:.hat the 
replies conl<l hc::.·1·) ha<l <:i serious psycho log~ cal irr:pac t. 

TaoisencL: Jim P:·ior-· had not ru 1 cd >Ut the thil·d option 
quJ'teasdt~finitcly as you did at the 
press coEfercnce. The Forum had much in it as well ns 
the three options.. •P1at we must r~f to do is to get. to 
some frame~wr·k to · nd estrang<'ment or disa'.'fection or 
whatevo:· the t ~m should he to descril)e the ~~ituai-~on. 
I arpreci ate the scr.iantic diffi cnlty i nvol;.-ed in tl.:.: '~or d 
alienc:tion. But-. wh<!n you rejected the cv'cept .; n the 
wny you ·::.d, yon made people b-::·lievc ·:::hat yon are rejecting 
the i\ho1e idea. Tb.an <.S for the. lctt0r y0u sr .. , me 
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1. Tl e cgan at, '7. ')0 D .)'1". [-HI co e] u C'd o.t 

~ely 7. 3 p.rn. It ~~s a~tend d bf uhp P.i~e 

l!' n1 Rte!" c3nG fa'!' P ~i ya~e Sccrci.;,lI' , 1',['. Ch .1'les Pm.., '1]. 

The uncle-si ~_d at' nded ~ ith t e lao·sane1. 

2. The nrirnc Iiiniste -- G rnany, .... , e Uni ,cc! .':ingdom ~ lC~ 

the IJethcI'~.:l-nd-> .:1 :e -;--:--So llt01y firm on tlH_ HiPS qllest~(!l. 

GT(,(,C( \I/a~ <lire ,d' gettin, Cl g ("at eal of pr" te:::~-ioI 

out of En Jrg~mcn~. 

i3cach: I .:l"l n <lsed 'i; -h the way ·th(' ,.oi c (Li.s(:u~>f'" or' 

h-:' s go:-'-' -. - Ita' y '3Up rt s ~ra!Ce. 

f' ,'m :lin:ster: in t~he An~~l"-It'ish ',rea, : un. do'" 19 

.~- er t&li~l:;· I-;:an. I hale bf"en Ed-olj in~ aj dAY: .. n 1a ,,-

\ , shot'ld tr~' to do .:i C; t ,o g('t d ne I ft'~r.1·"'\yor 7. \Ye 11.., \'f' 

'0 t~;:.t l' ~'Ol_{: meet c~t'lv :i'1 '~Le I'el; r~a' and 11',' \;11 

o t:is. \\1 vcr. your clul.I, Jr n I'lno, s ,ot m,lin; .. 

t.hiI g l as. le .. a'- !"'c ... et-('d in sue'l a 1- )f-: '.i ',,:- "."1:1' i!l 

t.a C0111 nons a:' I am almest cl ; ven to ,vo ler' "'.het-he"' 

arty point in lryin~ tn geL ,J. ">01' ~io., to CllC 

Tao! sec~c h : 
;~ay, 01 t: 

,1_. '.,ren J 0 

s'bject 
afteriJards 

f i.;. lat prf~ss 

1 n ;::. 'or'" suppor'.· ne; 

on'; ''''ren '0. 

Pri. e l' ni ster: T tilO·tg d-, tha th) press t'onf('l'enCe 

~b-en-.i)_l s '!oe ness and Ji gh't. 

raoi seal' t'la ks f (,1' penl ng a d Going on, gerlC'rall v. 

on the l~ .:!s "C' 'tgJ',"'~'1 at Chcc:uers. Tl1"~re \,'ore, Low('ver, 

tw quest ions .,'hich !,~ld causeJ v'. ry seri O'lS dai'1<..~g('. 

The first ',~'a"" the mat-ter j n "'hi C .. 1 se .~.(' an!:; !e"'s ha J...OC:1. 

given. That h~cl a 'er; profound effect, 

Prime Minist'r: But we had said at least ~hrec times 

before th~-ttJ(e th"c o.)tions in he Forum ,.(,pc' no" on. 

On the subj ('r" of ,,~l' f'l1<'1t i on, I 

replif'" could 1, V" hacl a serious 
( pp~"eci a t~(' that th(' 

psyc 010 ical i~part. 

Taoise(\cl: Jim P:'ior l->'ld not .'ul cd ut th·~ thil'd 0 "tion 

quite as ~efinitcly as you did at the 

press cor fer-ef'ce. 'f'P Forl'la ha' much in it. s well as 

the three options. '/'Iat wc mll~;t ry to 0 is to gt-l-, to 

some fr·amr-.wT k to "n (>strangt'.'ment 0'" dis~ :'ff ctiort Or' 

",hatev~,' 'the t m :,,;hould be to dcs';r'jl)e the i;itu.:1t: on. 

I appr ~ci ate t C sC"l.:tntic (iffj cnl'Ly j nvol ;.-ed in t·.' word 

alienc:.tion. But- when .'OU i~~jected i lP Cv. cept ':n t H' 

way you '':'d, you 'nad'· p{'opl(, bf}lieve tha, yOl' are l" je t'ng 

the whol idea. Tban (8 for thf l("t ,e;:r' you sen me 

iJS) :' I L. 4U,OOO. 5 811./,.-.f'.-<.r.: 
•• t •••• 



, .. 
L; 

,.,. I~ 
1-

.Mi~c. 
""1~. 2 

U1!11.1i ........................... . 

--~--~ 
_____ .. ___ ... .----...-,_,..- .,..._...,. ___ _, ---------

2 . 

Pr-ir:w Mir:2_.st."!:: H~. mt:.E;t emphnsisc the scc"ch for a r··ew 
pol i.ti "'al fr<.1mc1vor·" and hopf: that \'.e c;1n b ~ .succ<:ssful. 
:fo <ll'e going to WCJrk on it. very scriou.sly. On ... licnation -
that was so obviously a problem that we diJn ~ evrn noed 
to state it. ~t the press conference, I was :sked 
a di rcct question: I gave a di:;·cct ar:c-·we ' .. hat is r:y 
~· .. 'a}'. 

Tao:i s~_"!_: I ap~)r ·~i "lte tlrnt ful y . I c not think 
thv.t you /f'r"' t.'y·ng t.o b contenti us. ;.v~r·yth:l..ng 
e. se, •. part. from the:--.., two points, at tho :n'ess conf err ''CC, 

• ::> quite po """:i ti ve. reople '• 10 ha"i. seen ' h(: tc·l0v ls ion 
recording af:.er ·a rd is wcr(• c: 11 in agr~ement Hi th that. 

PI"irne 1in ·st er: could they not take the t :.ing as a who 1 "f 
'1~1ere is a w.:..:.rm~h abo:..:.~ a persoDal appeara.1('c \':hich may 
disa.Jpe<r in the f_atr:.ess {.f a television creen or 
;·ecordL1g. 

-"oi~each: I h d to go on to my p::-ess con~·er<'!1C~ net 
!cw.ting w! _ t ./OU i act said j n the l::i.tte:r pa.·t cf your 
conference or in ·.-:hv.t cont ex - . P,.dio L•">cr had 
L1terfer0d 'v..:.t.h rPccpt,ion in the Embassy m ~king it 
imp ssi b- ..... for . us t<'""J know ex2ctly what •as being said. 
The result was that I gave ~he worst press conference 
I have ev~r given in my whole li~c. l wr.s uncertain 
about l'hat was har, )Cning at your conf crencc. The result. 
was a stri!~ing co? rast LetHeen your confcr·cnco and mine. 
That contrast hnd a pretty Jarge effect on myself and 
on the Goverrn.1e:nt here. We should not try to minimise 
that effect or the eff~ct on Anglo -Ir:i «>' aff.:~irs 
genera ly. 

Prime Minister: but you had someone at the press 
conference--:What we must saJ' n<:,1; is that .-e intend to 
try to find a pc l ·i ti cal framewoy-J' acc 0 ntab1 r to both 
communities; we are Going to work at this; and we are 
going to 1~:.)ct ear·ly in the New Year a.::--; He n.lways sc:dd 
we would . I will describe this discussion as friendly. 

Taoiseach: could you include in your commc!1tary a 
recognition of the problem of the minority in Northern 
Ireland. 

Prime .Hnister: that iG an obvious problem. 

Taoiseach: look for some phrase like the fact th~t th~ 
minority did not easily 'o~ fully) accept aut_ority in 
. ortht~rn Ire and and J ocl·cd i..o the Lermblic -

I . ..... . 
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~r:im<~~in .. Lst '.~: "le ItlL...E,-t emphusisC' the sOa "~h for- a n("\,{ 
pol i.t i ,... ... 11 fr~tnJe\JOr" and hopn that wo Ci1.n b ~ f.,1_ccessful. 
~Vf' are going to work on it vcPy scri ou.sly. On alienation -
th t NuS so obviously a problr>;n that \'le di in' ~~ eV0n need 
to state it. ~t the press conferencu. I was :sked 
<l di roe qt.!ostior,: I gave a di"cct m:E;WOI . '.~hat is r::y 

Taoiseacl: 1 ap~r ci~te that ful y. I 0 DoL think 
that you.-- ,/f'rs. t!'Ying to b contE'nti us. ..v::rything 
e se, ~part from tllc~e two points, at the ~rcss confe_~ncE'. 
-. s quite .. o~itlve. P.ople W!~ ha~ srcn 4he t0iovision 
recordi.ng af ... erwards ..... or·::- c.ll in agr0ement ,d th thal~. 

Prine could they not t;ake t.h r : t~· i 19 i1S a \vhol " 
T~lE're is a W' rmth abcu:; i1 porsonal appeara.lce ,·;hich may 
disa1')pe<r' in tl.e f_atr~ess tf [: tol !Vision <creen or 
l'ecordL1g. 

30iseach: I hld ~o go on to my press confcrcnc8 n~t 
:C;-o,ting what. you j a said j n t le latter p.:-.,·t ef your 
confel'ence or in what conte,:t. P 2.d":'o L'1.,')r had 
interfpY>pd vi t.h rcccpti.on in the E:nbassy mc!king it 
impossible for. us to kr.ol'J eX.1ctly \,/!l::tt \ as c(>ing snid. 
The result was that I gave the worst press conference 
I have ever given in my whole liCe. 1 WiS uncertain 
about \" lat was ha _pening at your' conference. lhe result 
was a stri!~ing Co:.~I"ast LetHcen your confer'ence and mine. 
Tl.at contr~st Dd a prc.;tt,y ] argp- effc('t on ysclf and 
on the Governnent h(~rc. We should not try to mi nimi sc 
that effect or Ule eff8ct on Anglo -Iri f;il af f i1.irs 
generally. 

Pr i me ~'1inist -~r: b'lt you hdd .somoon') at the press 
conference - what "e must sa . ..' IH)t; is that:. ,'e intenll to 
try to find a pcli~ical framewo~k accpptablc to both 
communities; we are going to work at this; a.d we are 
going to I ('et ea~ly in t,11e New Year a::--; we ,:.lways s£'.id 
we would. I will describe this discussion as friendly. 

Taoiseaeh: could you incl ude in yonr comm~nt,ary a 
recognition of the problem o~ the minority in Northern 
Ireland. 

Prime .1:inistcr: that 5a an ob~ious probl~m. 

Ta iseach: look for sane phrase like Lh~ fact th~t the 
minorl ty did not easi ly 10 fu 11 ,) ::tccept all't .. or'i ty in 
- ortht~rn Ire and and ] ocl'ed to -the Rep Ib li.e -
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Prime Minister: l am frirrh~oncd to death of saying 
a1:ytliing- about Nc:d:,j oualists in 1;orthcr-n Ire.land. h'c 
must sti 1..~k to thf! line that thc:-'e is a problf"m, wh.i ch 
is Vf'ry obv.i.ou.s; that vn'"' are working on i.t, as I have 
in di Ga:~ed; and \;o are g<•i ng to meet again, .'.ls we said 
\·;e 1onld, ear Ly in the New Year. 

Taoi • .-~ac:1: r w.ill L nat<.ing a spcet;h sometime nnxt. wcPk 
In-wi;J..c"h-; J. l-.oul<l hope, to deal 'it.h 'vhe >vhole situation. 

At ·L.lis point.• 7 .15 p. rn. , the mectinr; broke up. 

cc. Mi'. Sea a DOIJ loll:· Sccr1.; t ary, DeparLr1t'nt of Foreign 
A(~airs l\1ill you convey to Noel Dor1 please) 

Mr. Michael Lillis, lssistant Secretary. Department 
of Foreign Affairs. 

, 1 1 J • 1J1. 40 c· i. s !!o - , 
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Prim2 Kin iscer: I am fri gh 'U!ned t.o death of saying 
a-;-~-yttlin-g about::- NDtionalists i.n r;orthcr'n 11'~1i1nd. 'vc 
r.lU.-t st,]ck to t.h~ line tI1at, t.here is a problem l which 
is v '~ry obvious; that wc ' il r c woi'l<:ing on i ·t, as I have 
indicaLpd; and \;0 are gc,j ne; to meot again J ,'lS we sa id 
\{e \n~lld} eo.r.1y :i n t~he New Ye ·).T'. 

Tao-j >"~3C:l: I wi 11 1 (' making- a speech sometimc next. weck 
in-w1llch-; 1 would hope. to deal ,dth 'vhe whole situation. 

At Llis f"o:;"nt, 7. J 5 p. m., th0 mcotinr; bi'oke up. 

1. 0 t h _D_e_r_,,_'O!£IJ..w _[,-,-,_1_ 0,-) 8 /~:._..:. 

cc. Mj. Sf)d.a 
!u.' c; [J 1 rs 

Donlon, Sccr,:-tary, Deparll'H'nt of Poreign 
twill yo convey to Noel Dorr please} 

Mr. Micha.l Lillis. Assistant Sccrptary. DOJartme nt 
of Foroign Affairs. 
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