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FROH: The Clerl~ and General Secretary 

I i ' . 
I The Govern~ent Comnittee passed the followinr, resolution at their rneetinr, 

on Friday evening. 15th rlover~ber aed I have been as~~ed to send a co~y to yuu. 

"The Govern;:1ent COfJrJittee of the Pres9~terian Church in Ireland, havinci r.1ade an 
initial study of the Anglo-Irish i\greel!lent, 1985, recoBnise that an end to 
violence is to be r,rently sought. and t;:at peace ;;s earnestly desired by the vast 
majority of the neople of northern Irelanc1. lTt1ether this Agreement "rill, in fact, 
achieve thu. end r.lay be o~en to ques~ion. The Committee llkeHise reco?,nise that 
security is..Q prime issu'e lnthe-'co;;r,lUnity and the defeat of terrOl isr!": u an 
iT!lI:lediate lJriority. 

"They state that tl-~e aims of the AGreenent, in snite of afficnat ions by Her 
:~ajesty' G Governnent to the contrary, ~~ro1~_~_he sgY~r~.igD~y_ of the Pestminster 
ParliaMent in this part of t~e TlnitclI !: inp,ciorn. As a Church ,·,hich believes that 
their menhers have an inalienable rigllt to be involveu in their own Governccnt, 
they affirM that in natters of such c6nstitutional ~aRnitude, an iM~o~e~ 
ApJ.!eenent. inr'osed Hithout consul t~~_?i.th_ a~9._. the . support of the !71njority in 
Horthern Ireland is uronr.--ancr a denl.al of ftmda!'1ental denocratic rights. Th<.:!y 
greatly desiFe it!lrroved rebtions uith their P-onp..p. Catholic nei~hbours and their 
willin~ involvenent in the democratic process, but believe that this Agree~ent 
will lead to a consolidation of previously e~rressed fe~r a,-d ap?rehension of 
interference by the Govern~ent of the Republic in the co~stitutional affairs of 
the United Kinp"ion. 

"Althour,h l.lany '-~ill vie~l the i\r,reement \lith justifiable nisp,iving. the COlilr.littee 
earnestly ap:>eal to the ~eo?le in our co~unity to study the dOCUMent ~'lith care. 
They nhould remain call! and act as responsible citizens T:1ithin the la ... " avoic\in~ 
violence or the threat of violence. in the critical days .. L<..nd. 

"In particular as a Church they call upon our people, !lorth and South, prayerfully 
to seek God's l-1ill and f,\lidance for our lanu <lnd people in the days ahead." 

CW:RCll E01'S;~, 
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