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Social Issues - Motion on Abortion

By a majority of 4 votes (77 to 73) delegates voted in favour
of a motion recognising women's right to choose on the issue of
abortion. This was against the wishes of the party
leadership; indeed, both Gerry Adams and Danny Morrison voted
against the motion. The vote has been interpreted as marking
a major change in the party's position on abortion which
although it recognised the social conditions that prompt women
to have abortions, stopped short of supporting women's right to
choose. In moving the motion Ms. Daisy Mules of Derry
suggested that, as revolutionary socialists, Sinn Fein should
play no part in infringing the rights of women and she
emphasised her view that the organisation was a secular one

which embraced all creeds and races.

Motion on Abstentionism

The major feature of the Ard Fheis was a highly emotional
debate on a Dublin motion which, while not seeking to alter
Sinn Fein's policy of abstentionism in respect of the Dail,
Westminister and the Stormont Assembly, proposed that it be
viewed as a tactic and not as a principle. Supporters of this
motion argued that Sinn Fein nceded flexibility to develop its
electoral strategv and prevent London/Dublin efforts to isolate
Sinn Fein. The motion was narrowly defested by 16] to 181.

The narrowness of the defeat shows the influence of the current
leadership, although news reports called it @ rebuff. The old
guard of the party, including John Joe McGir) who is close to
the current leadership, voted colidly against. The Joint
Gqfneral Secretary, Tom Hartley, spoke '"in a personal capacity"
for the motion. It is understood that Adams, McGuinness and
(less certainly) Morrison all ahstained, presumably for
tactical reasons. Morrison is reported in An Phoblacht as
calling on delegates to support two motions Trestating existing
policy on abstentionism, but also calling for a free and
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