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—NDI to Work in ______55_Ixeland_ui;h_xune

Mageleine K. Albright — S
hmsrhmwm The National Democra’tic Institute for International Affairs
Treasurer /
znﬁﬁ:m’ (NDI) announced today that it will work with the Social Demo-
Paul 0. Kirh, Jv. Iy

f
cratic and Labour Party (SDLP) of Northern Ireland to create

Bzecutive Director

J-BrianAtvesd  an SDLP institute similiar to NDI.

Board of Directors {

w,,gac,,.... The new institute will constitute for SDLP officials an
n Culler

Mervyn M. Dymall

uuxlan:;f important center wherein long-range party strategies can be

Mary Hatwood Futrell

ﬁﬁﬁﬁg;::r’ considered, policy positions debated, developmental goals

John T. Joyos

r**g:z' established and relatione conducted with similiar party institut
Patay T. Mink

Danlel Parrick Moynthan and foundations jipn the United States and Europe.

R. 8pencer Ollver

Carmen O. Peren

Leland 8. Prusels NDI also announced that it will soon send a team of Democr:
Nina Rosenwald \

Tary Banford Party representatives to Northern Ireland to work with SDLP
Michael R Bteed

Cyrus R Vance officials in the establishment of the institute and to conduct
Kathloen M Viek

Glenn L. Watts

Marvin 7. Weissberg 8 feasibility study to determine ways in which NDI and the
Anne Wezler b

Andrewd.Vouns  sDLP institute might offer mtually reinforcing assistance.

The Social Democratic and Labour Party has long stood for
a non-violent approach to the problems of Northern Ireland
and for negotiations with all parties to achieve its nationalis
ubjeclives. The BDLP, the larqgest party in the minority Cathol
community of the North, grew out of the civil rights movement
of the late 1960's. Its leader, John Hume, a member of both
Westmimster an@ European Parliaments, is a strong voice of rea
and non-violenc;; his work is known far beyond the borders of F
troubled homeland. Hume has frequently visited the United Stat

where hc has many friends and supporters in both political

parties.

Hume welcomed the new association with NDIt ."The SDLP-has_
long had a strong relationship with leaders of the Democratic
Party. This association with NDI will extend that relationship
to the mutual benefit of our parties. 'There is much to
be learned from the modern and innovative political techniques
used by the Democratic Party and there is much thc SDLP ocan te
about its struggle to strengthen the democratic process in a

conflict situation."
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Executive Directb}, Brian Atwood, explained the new‘NDI .
project: "In associating with the SDLP, a party which is a strong
advocate Bf peace, civil rights, non-violence and the democratic
process, NDI is fulfilling its mandaté to encourage and strengthen
the democratic process. Botﬁ gides will benefit from this relationsh

which we ﬁope will grow in ‘the future." t

The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs
operates on a grant from the National Endowment for Democracy
and receives support from p;ivate donors. Affiliated with the
Democratic Party principally through the composition of its Board
of Directors, all prominent Democrats, NDI is legally a non-profit
organization prohibited from engaging in partisan activities on
behalf of the Democratic Party.

NDI is engaged in projects in South America and Africa as well
as Northern Ireland. These projects range from training of
political leaders to civic education activities in support of democrat
systems to assistance and advice on legislative reform initiatives.
NDI responds to requests received from democratic institutions
overseas and makes project decisions based on an assessment of the

importance of the institution to the democratic system within

which it operates, not on any partisan or ideological basis.
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