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S 'THI~~mMENT BY SENATOR IDWAi:D M. ICENNIIDY ON THE ANGLO-IRISH TREATY 

NOVIMBBR 15, 1985 

'1'bc. far-reaohing treaty between the Irish and British 

C;;OllttrI1IIDent. ia an unpreoedented an4 historic step toward peace in 

~ro:l~t ,ha~J:n Irelan4. 

-1'01: the firat time, tbe British Ciovernment ha. granteCS a 

apmcifi,o -- and ! might aay long oyeJ~due -- role for the .epublic 

of l1rellan41n the aff,lrs oj~ Northerra Ireland. 'the Catholic 

'mitro" ,it,y in the Horth will bave a ne", advocate 'to advance their 
-' -

rl~lhl:I.~ and help di.pel the alienaticln that has ied to .0 much 

t lr:l lg l ltcl~f and violence over ttlle past .ixteen y.ar. of the cemfl iot. 

c>nce before, in 1973, a major initiative was taken -- and 

fal1odl.. 'the new agreement ehowa that both Ireland and Britain 

hfl,vl! leuurne4 from that experience -- and HIllsborough can succeed 

wbel~Et ~ll1nnlngdale cUd not. Thl8 18 a treaty that can work, 1 f 

ttlle e ~xt; l~emiat. will put a81d~!t their plte,udlces and 9 I ve ita 

chance. All of UB who care about peat,e in Northern Ireland are 

enc()uragled by today'. initla1;lve, an4 we hope for its succeBB. 
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Stdtement by the President of the Eu r opean Commission , 
______ w --..- • __ ~, ... ~!>--~ ----

On behalf of the ~urop.an Commts~10~ I eongretuLatt the Irish &nd 

8 r '; t i $ h Go v e r I'l men t son the I g r 0 'rf; en t • n no un c e d to day 0 nth e 
future of Northorn Ireland. This dovtlopmtnt 1a cti&rly of great 

• 
s;llnific6ncel firstLy to the people of Northern Ireland, secondly 

to the r,lation$ betwlen the peopl.3 of two Member Stat~s of the 

Coni m \J n 1 t y, and t h i r d l y tot he 'e u r 0 pea n Co m /fI un i t Y & s • 101 h 0 le. 

u"Icerlying the e&tlJblillhment of the European Commu"it)' was the 

determination to ereatea europe~n fromework of common interest; 
lI~eGotved to $'-lbst1tuto for age-old rivalt1ftll the merging of 

their essential interests; to create, by ~$tabltshin9 8n economic 
t (~ m m ~j f'l 1 t y , t h a b ~ I 1 $ for ft b r 0 ~ d fI r ~ n d d e ~ per c: 0 rn m u nit y & m 0 n 9 

puopLes long d1vid&d by bloody confl1et~; &nd to lay the 
foundations for institutions i'lhich will give d1r.ection to a 

• 
q (! $ tin y hen c e for III a r d B h & red ,I • 

• 
Eur~pe has learnt from its past th~t violence is not the answer 
t~ ~i1ficult p r~ b lems; it wr~aks death and destruction; it drives 
GCm11unities ~partp and it negot'!'s effort',; to erea'i:~ . jOb fl "nd 
irrp"0ve living standards. Violence from whatever source is 

ag&ln9t' 5lll we st!!l .nd for and- must bl eo·ndemn,ed. The ereat~on of 

the , ' E!JrOPll~r. Commun,ity las demonstr.sted that a credible 

altpifl~tiv~ (Jx;llta in the pr?~a~i of negotiation bet 'l'ieen 

democf'Hie states llrld that it elln l.'e·ad to th~ ~H~blhh!l'ietH of 

new structures and IHOeeSSf'S in wh1ch difieriflQ identities and 

l o>'! , l t i ~ sea n be & CC 0 re mod Ii t e d • It h 11$ t h U fa $ hew nth a t ~ t ; s 

possible to gu&r~ntee to each and every on~, the chance to sb a re 
in the development of their homeland and th~t this c~n be don~ in 

. e _ I: l i m 8 t e 0 f tolerance whi le 

convict1oni of all. 
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~ . • lr11h/BrUieh tgretment il true to that goal of pilceful 

.~ttlement. 1 selute the two Covtrnm~nt! who, in thtir Lengthy 
ne g·H i at ion 5, h s ve de /11 0 nit r I t e d 1 nit i ~ t 1 "e , c" u r i ij ~ and 

1If a I~ 1 nit i Cl n 1 nth' • ~. re h 10 r pe i c; e 11 n d $ t ~ b Hit y • 

t n ': h e p t S t I 

tht Council 

the institutions 
and the 

th,ir to 

Europe:!n 
concern e x P " e S $ ; 0 n 

I r t I, And. I The tomnliSGion's 

ef tht Community·' the Commission, 
Parliament GO have given t:oncrete 

about the problems of Northern 

ccmtnunicat10ti to the European . ' ~ 

P 11 r t. i a men tin No v 11 m b e r 1 984 ,flU m m I r hl e d the imp act 0 t p r ~ " • n t 

Com~IUf'lit)l polic1e$ and Actions. I pledge the continued whole" 
he a r' t e d suP P 0 r t 0 f the Co I'll fll ; • s ion tot he f con 0 1'111 c .. n d 11 0 cia l 

devE lopmtnt of North"rn Ireland Ind to effective CrOQSi border 
co-c·peru;on. I thus lupport the objoet~vfS underlying the 

~9rEernent announced tod!y. 
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____ _ _ ~_. ____ ~~~~~_~~~-__ ~~ _______________ '__ _ ___ l....i!l~ 
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