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,.,-'-_ ... CONFIDENTIAL 

an informal discussion at lunch 

in London yesterday, Mr. Ken Bloomfield, Head of the~ 

Northern Ireland Civil Service, made the following 

points to me: -

- there is considerable unease 'irr '\ the unioni;st W (ycommuni ty in the aftermath of th,e Agreemeift 
vv,ll- and there is, in his view,a need t o res~re?_\ 

some balance very quickly; c~~: " '" 
-the attitude~of the SDLP is now vital . They 

\y) r 

need to take some positive steps which the 
unionist community will regard as positive e.g. _ 
public support for the RUC. The fil l ing of . '--

, l 
the vacancies on the Police Authority would be -'-
another move in the right direction; ahd \ 

-( 
-he apprec iated the SDLP I s dif~~ cul!:ies -.:Ls~i' , 
relation to the Assembly. The\\As$embt-Y-?w:~~.' now . 
in jeopardy because of unio.ni ~t.' ,n~n cO-~r(~_La~~n .~ 
with British Ministers etc ~ . -"f~_~the e~n't'-" of'T -~ 
new elections the SDLP would h~±e to / serious l y 
consider some formula which wou]fd/ 'bring them \ 
into the ~rocess - even if the1 ! were to accept 
an advisory rol~ _i -n---relatio,n 'f;c:l <any new Assembly 
it would 1:J.ei p. '- ,- . I' 

~ 
Mr. Bl oomfield spoke inquita forceful all these 

points. I was in London as part of a delegation headed 
I 

by the Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affair-s to 

discuss with the NIO aspects of proposals in relation to 

international support for the Agreement. 

~~ 
Brian McCarthy 

! lst November, 1985. 

c.c. Mr. D. Nally and Mr. S. Donlon. 
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