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INTERVlBW WITH GARRE'f FIZGERAl.D 
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CG: L~t 's turn to the Stalker. question. It's· said that you're 
go :ing lo raise that with Mrs. Thatcher when you se.e outside 
the formal doors of the EEC Summit at the Hague, what 
impression would you like to convey to her? 

GF: WcJ.l I !)oven't s~id that, the question is off bettm, We 
have never arranged a meeting. 

Cl!: Arc you disconcerted by the dcvelopmonts on Mr. Stalker? 

GF: WcJJ, concerned a bout them. Our concern goes back to the , 
root of the p~oblem, to the fact that in o number of cases I 
in Northorn Jrcland evidence was given and suggesting that in 
a numb~r of incidents there was a shoot to kill poljcy. And 
sworn evidence was given that in pursuit of those actions, 
however you may describe them the RUC penetrated into the 
Hepubl. :ic. p11rs1.1ino particular people without any first contDr:t 
wit. h our sccur it y fore es here. These are mat t~rs thn t concern \ 
us dcepJ.y. They ore potentially very damaging to cooperation 
between North and South. I have to say that they are matters 
that lie in the past, but th<:!y have never been fully clarified 
and it is j.mportant that they be clarified. The Stalker 
inquiry was designed to clarify these issues. And we have 
an jntercst, therefore, in the result of this inquiry. And 
and a concern that it should be completed without delc-,y and in 
a manner that wi 11 carry conv .:i.e.: ',.;ion, pert icularly with th(; 
minority community in Northern Ireland who are deeply disturbed 
by these killings. 

Cl!: 'l'ho Northern Ireland S<;cretary, Mr. Tom King, had to apologise 
to you in the House of Commons last week. Do you occept his 
apologies for misleading you on the "state of play" with respect 
lo the Stalker report? 

GF: 

CH: 

; 
; ' i• ; 

Well actually i1.: was Nicholas Scot·t, ;; in the House of Commons 
debate and he referred to the fact: that ther.e had be.en mis-
i nfnnnr11· ion on this ptlrticulfn- rio li'rlt; ' !We ha.d been · inform~d 
the 4th of June and subsequently ~t ~ ~eetin~ ~t the conference 
that the report was the final report 'and that was confirmed 
to us even af tel." in the Hou1

se of c 'ommons when the opposi\e 
I ' 

had been stated. So there ~as a ~oo~ 4eal of confusion. 
It was only a CO\Jple of days ago: ;thc;t ; it was cleared up and , 
it became clear that ha report is ; ~a~elle~ a~ interim report, 
bec.::.uso there ar.e certain :furthe:i::-: iri1q\iirics ' to be completed 
which hav~ be~n delayed since last' August and which we would 
hope will not be . delayed an·y furtl\er . ' 

' ' i ' i ·; . 
But isn I t thi. s whol~ affair' a bi L pf : !embarrassment within 
the context of the Anglo-Irish 1\gr'eenient and the upcoming 
mar.ching season a period of, h:i.gh ~:oyalist '.emotion in the No~th, 
that this issue Can It really b,e d~:a~t1 Wl.th :i~ d Straightforward 
way as you would wish it to be'? 1 l ': :I'.: 1 
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GFi 

Cl!: 

GFi 

Cl!: 

GF: 

CH: 

GF: 

CH1 

GF1 

CH; 

GF: 

I thi11k the delay:, are .:i matter of concern. Tl1e fact that the 

report . wns produce(] last August with cC!rta in further .in t.erv icws 

to be 1.1ndart:c1ke?n and notld ng has h!tppened since. It is certainly 

a matter of cc,ncl':rn. 1 believe it is the . intention of the 

Urj t .i.sll Gnve?rnmcnl to c::nr.ry this for:wal:d to an early conclusion. 

'T'lrn n:i:ccnt events have been disturbing, in themselves and 

bcc:r.: ui.;n of '.:h0 cun fus :i.on that · arose in the inf orma t :i.on given 

tu us by the British Government. 

Should that 8or.t of thing really be happening within the context 

of the An9lo-Ir.isb Agreement, isn't that agreem~nt's credibility 

rn the t on the line whGn t11 is kind of tangle can occur'? 

Well, I expl.n:i.ned this as being often difficult in any context 

f..:,1~ the: normtd djpJ.omatic ch~nnP1R to g~t: to the bottom of 

things odn that within tbe bur"caucra1·i.c system entanglc.mra~nts 

c.,)n arise~ nnd confus.i.ons and rnj.sundm:!,tandings - it isn 1 t 

ttw fin'>t time this has bappenc~d. But of cour·se, i.n rJ matter 

.:IG snrious ~:1 this it docs concern us, the ctogTec of cu11fus.i.or1 

that there has been and that the mntter should have taken so 

long tn be resolved, and that its resolution has recantly been 

put in doubt in some measure by the actions that have happ~ned. 

But I believe that it is the intention of the British Government 

to bring the inquiry to a conclusion so that the DPP in Northern 

Ireland can be in a position to decide what action to take 

if action be appropriate. 

l3u t tht~ ini t ia J part of that report has been sitting around 

gathe.ring dust in Belfnst; for c1n awful long t.i.me. Arcn' t you 

inclined to be forccftd on this particuJ.ar issue given that the 

credibility of teh security forces in Northern Ireland, with 

the mirioi~ity community, the Catholics, is here at stake? 

We have had occasion to make inquiries about the del.ay at 

various points. 

A~e you going to be more forceful now7 

We have been given assurances taht the matter will be dealt 

with. A~d dealt with promptly s~ the DPP can determine 

what action to take. · . ; · !' , 
. : I. I . I i 

I 
i: ,: :, • I 

Do you p~:r.sonally have credibili~~ :· ih ;John , Stalker as t¥ leader · 

of such an ingui:r:y? : ,i I i'· i' : i L 
I ,! • 11. • I : 

I ;, i ·. ,I 1 , 

Really that isn 1 t cl function for \1s to decide and he was I 

appointed to undertake thi~ inqui~y, /l he brought it ito a : 

certoin point, he had some : f:urthe~· : iHquir~e.s: t;o malc·e, the delay 

in making them is certainly- dis tu ~i~g:, ' ar.u /t.he job. now is· to 

have those inquiries carried thrdl gh:, : ! ~on;' t want. to comrnGnt 

on.~atte~s of _internal affairs to 1th' ; ~ollc~i forces of the 

Vn1. ted KJ.ngdon. . • , 'i · 
I .: 

ls thjs somethin~ you thj.n~ can b1
1
s~oothed ov~r then? 

: ! . 1: 'j ; : 

r wouldn't say smoothed over, bec,usp that might c~rry some 

i.rnpJ.icalions. It: is 3 matt~r that cm. J:>e resolved by the ; 

report being com"pletGd and '. the PP~ I b"eing ab .lJe to decide what 

action jf ,':iny it should take. j 1 !\: ! 

I ., I I 
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CH: Would you exp0ct prosectutions in · that cas~?· 

GF: 1 h~ven't seen the evidence, ther~~ore I don't know. l expect 
the DPP when he has the evidence bef6re him to take an impartial 
decision as to whether to prosecute certain peopla, that's 
a matter for him that hitherto he has been unable to do so 
because over this period of time ~e has not been allowed to hove 
th~ evidence ~hich he needs for th~ purpose. It's important for 
the confidence of all of us in the •i.slands, in the secur.ity 
situation ;.n Northern I re land thn t the matter be resolved, 

* * ·* .I' 

CH: Have you been disconcerted by the ·whole Stalker affair? 

CH: Well the British Government was forced in the Commons to 
apologise to you for misleading you. Do you accept those 
apologies? 

CH: !low much of an embarrassment hes the Stall<er Affai.r been'? 

CH; But doesn't ol l this come at a very bad time, when the 
An91.o-JrJs l1 ag:n ::: e;1 ;1~11L 1

::; ~1.eLllu.il.iLy io o.t ntokc .::ind whor1 
the marching s eason in the North, a period of high 
loyalist emotion is just around ttjc corner? 

CH: Uut Stalker's i ~terim report which is thought to suggest that 
the l.'e should be. prosecl! t ions of RUC has been gathering dust 
in Belfast since j . t was submitted at the end of last year. 

CH: 

CH: 

Cll: 

CH: 

Do you yourself have faith in John Stalker as the leader of 
th is inquiry'? · · · · ' ii ; 

; ! ! ; : i ~ ... 

So you would e xpect prosecutions i~ · this c~sej 
I! •! 1·1 i : : , 

So c)o you see it therefore as an af:f:air ! that can just be 
srnootl)ed over b2 tween the t~o gove~~mqn ts? · . • 

'. I ' ii I ' l 
Arc you :Lnclinc ·j now to b~ ~ore foAce:fu~, givr n the : fact that 
the credibilit y of your government: ,land l:be \·, Anglo-Ir3.sh • 
l.lgreement is r at hel'.' on. the 11.ne OS frali' as ~ne~ Catholic. community 
in Nor thorn lrel nnd is concei~ne.d 7 ! i 1
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