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PARLIAMENTARY ST~TEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHE~ 

IRELMD ON THE NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY 

·­.:=.,: 

: 1" ._:;,.." 
1. Hith'je·rmission Mr Sp·e~lcar I wish to ma'k¥ " statement about the 

Northern Ireland Aese~bly. 

2. Under the Northern lroland Act 1982 the present AsseMbly has two 

fu~ctions, firstly to consider and repott on how a devolved Northern 

Ireland arl~inistration should be formed. secondly the Act requires 

the Assembly to monitor and report on the policies and activities of 

the t:orthern Iroland Departments. 

3. The task of ~aking propoGals on devolution was undoubtedly ~ade 

much more difficult by, the regrettable deeision of the SO~P not to 

take their seats. The Assem~ly has not been •ble to eorne forward 

with a;reed proposals and there is no present prospect of that 

oeeurring. As for the monitoring o! the Northern Ireland . 

nepartrnents, the Assembly auspended this work on 5 December. In 

t?ite of clear warnings about the threat that thin action would pose 

to the continuation of the Asse~bly, the Unionist parljea have not 

been prepared to resume this function. Ai a result the Alliance 

Parcy withdrew from the Assembly sinco thwy b&li"116..: thot..; was no 

lo~~er~ariy useful role to be played. 

4. On 13 Mareh the Assembly formally resolved not to carry out its 

monitoring functions. to wind up thG Devolution Report Committee and 

merely to meet one afternoon a W8ek for a de~ate on aspect• of the 

Anglo•Irith Agreemant. 

s. The position therefore is that the present ~ssembly charged 

under the Northern Ireland ~ct 1982 with two important funetions is 

noH discharging neith~r. ~s long ago a, last December in this 

House, I warned that if the Assembly continued the auspanaion of 

I . 
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~ts •~rutiny role for long, questions about ite future would 

inevitably arts~: and on l Hay anrl _ 19 May I repeDted thia warni~g. 

On 27 May I invited the leaders of the main parties in the 1\sse;;bly 

to discuss with me tho posit!..,on of the present Assembly. The 
.... . 

leaders of the two m~in Unioni~t parties refuaed even to talk ubout 

it ., I regret that I have t~_~t,~.f,ore had to rei>.:~. my de-:i's ion wit l'IOut 
~-

:,earing their vie,~e. 

6. ~he ~ecision X have n~1 taken is to lay an Order today for th~ 

Assembly's di~colution under the power& in Section 5(1 ) of th~ 

Northern Ireland Act 1902. This Ordor will come bcfor~ the House 

for aebate under the affirmative proceuure. In taking this step 1 

would make tho tollowing points. Tha present ~saembly woul~ in ~ny 

casQ reach the end of its normal life on 20 October~ There would 

then automatically within aix weGks be fresh elections for a new 

l\.s ser.1bly. ':'he e f feet of this On~er is not. to abolish the legal 

b~5is for an hssembly hut simply to dissolve the present ~ssemoly 

and to leave open the data for a new election for a fresh Assem~ly. 

7. I wish to emphasise to the House that dissolution of the prcoent 

Asse.mbly in no way conflicts : wit.h our desire for devolved Dev~ 

government nor our comrni tment to the hnglo-I r i sh Agreement. ~ 

remains the Government's prefer~ed option and I hope that we ma~ oee 

a future hssembly pla:,,iny a r~sponsi'blft and valuaole role in ti,e 

Province. The sooner that hAppens, the better. 

a. Meanwhile th~ Government remains ready to discuss with ~ll tho 

Constitutional parties in Northern Irelan~ the best way forwbrcl. ln 

particular I woul~ urge the U~ionist parties to roturn to thia Hous& 

to argue their cas~ and to take up the offer of my Rt Hon Friond the 

Prime 11i~ister to discuss with her the four m~tters propos~d. namely 

devolution and the poseiPility of a Round Table Conference: the 

future of the ~ssembly: arrangements for handling Northern Ireland 

business at Westminster; and new me8ns of consultation between the 

Oovernment and unionist l&aders. 

9, Only if we are prepared to talk together and discusa thee~ 

m~tters can ~G hope fully to play our separote but complementary 

roles in huildin9 a better future for the people of northern lreland. 
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