
Reference Code:  

Creation Dates:  

Extent and medium: 

Creator(s):  

2016/22/2205 

17 March 1986 

3 pages 

Department of Foreign Affairs 

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 
reproduced with the written permission of the 
Director of the National Archives. 



- (11-./t~ 
03-18-86 12:14 T-EMB IRELAND W D( 

? ~ bzcz--r-J ;n . 
. /JfJ . ( 0/16 . 

CHCCK AGAINST DELIVERY. 

REMARKS Of TAOISEACH, OR GARRET flTZGERALO, T.D., AT THE DINNER 
TO HONOUR SPEAKER THOMAS P. O'NEILL, JR. A$ HE CELEBRATES 

FIFTY YEARS OF PUBLIC SERV1C£ 
WASHINGTON D.C. 

MONDAY, MARCH 111986 

HR PRU IDE NT, HR SPEAKER, REV. CHAIRKAN, LADIU AND IENTLEKEN, lRUH AND, If' 

THERE ARE ANY TODAY, NON-IRISH: 

1 Aft HONOURED TO HAVE BEEN INVITED AS HUD or THE lRUK GOVERNl'UNT TO 101N 

WITH YOU IN PAYINS TRUUTE TO SPEAKER O'NEILL. I Aft VERY CONSCIOUS or THE 

FACT THAT THll U AN A"ERICAN DO"UTIC POLITICAL OCCASION. INDEED URLJU 

TODAY ON THE Hill, I NET SO"EONE WHO AIKED •wHAT'I A fOREISNEI DOINI SPEAKINI 

AT THAT DINNER TONIGHT FOR THE SPEAKER?•. I WAI PUZZLED. TH£ PRESIDENT LOOKS 

IRISH ENOUGH TO ft[. THE SPEAKER JI IRISH. SENATOR KENNEDY 11 IRJIH • . THEN IT · 

STRUCK NE. HE WAS REFERRIN8 TO 801 HOPE • A YOUN&, UNKNOWN [N8LI1H CO"EDIAN 

HIRED FOR THE EVENJN8. BUT I WAS AILE TO AIIURE "y OUEITIONER THAT IT. WAS OK, 
JN THE SPIRIT OF THE RECENTLY Sl8N[D AGREE"ENT BETWEEN DUBLIN AND LONDON, FOR 

808 HOP£ TO SPEAK HERE TONIGHT. 

BUT IERJOUILY, THE FACT THAT 1 HAVE BEEN INVITED TO 101N WITH YOUR PIEIID£NT 

AND ALL or YOU IN HONOURJNI THE SPUKER IAYI "UCH UOUT TKE UTUORDINARY 

. \ 

, 
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,RlLA'f(ONSHJ, ICtWC[N TH[ UNJT[D StATlS AND lRCLAND. lHC 11£1 THAT llND US 10 

FAR l[YOND THOS[ THAT NOR"ALLY IIND TWO FRJCNDLY ITAT[S. TMtRl ARC OYlR FORTY 

ftlLLJON LOYAL, PATRIOTIC A"CRICANS, JNCLUD1N8 "ANY or YOU M[R[ TONJtHT, WHO IN 

ADDITION TO ~OUR LOYALTY TO TH[ UNJTCD STATES HAY[ A PARTICULAR ATTACH"[NT TO 

AND FRJCNDIHIP fOR THC COUNTRY OF YOUR FOR[FATH[RS, lR[LAND, AND NOIODY HAS 

D[KONSTRAT[D THAT AFF[CTJON AND FRJCNDSHIP FOR IRELAND "ORE THAN llt O'NCILL. 

IN lRHAND, SPUkER O'NEILL lC KNOWN AND AD"JRED IN A WAY IN WHICH NO OTHU 

P[RSON OUTSJD[ IRELAND JS KNOWN AND AD"lR[D. You. HR SP[AK[R, VER[ TH[ FIRST 

POLITICAL LUDUI OUTSJO[ 1RtLAND TO 101N AL"on fJFTUN YURS AGO WITH lRUH , 

L[ADERS IN SHOWING TH[ PEACEFUL, CONSTRUCTIY[ WAY AHEAD FOR lR[LAND. You IENT 

OUT TO THE UNITtD STAHi CONGR[U AND 10 TH[ IRUH A"ERICAN co""UNJTY TH[ 

STRONG, CLEAR, "[SSA6[ THAT TERRORIST tO"IS, IULLETI AND tUNS ACHl[Y[· NOTHIN& 

IUT "ISERY, DESPAIR AND DESTRUCTION. 

AND YOU tAYE TO US, POLITICAL LEAD[RS IN lR[LAND, NORTH AND SOUTH, 

ENCOURHE"ENT AND HURT AS WE SOU&HT . TO ACHIEVE OUR OUECTIYU THROUIH TKI 

·, COUTITUTIOHAL, POLITICAL SYSTE". NONE OF US IN IRELAND WHO HURD YOU SPEU 

IN DUILJN Canu DURINI YOUR vun TO lRtLAND IN 1979 WILL nu FORHT THI 

WORDS or HOPE. AND or DEEP AFFECTION, THAT YOU TH[RE ADDR[ll[D TO NATIONALIITf 

ANO UNIONISTS ALU[ ON THAT OCCASION -· WORDS THAT INSPIRED SO"[ or UI TC 

A,,ROACH THE PROBLE" or NORTHUN IRELAND WITH A NEW OflCNNUS AND A nut 

DETER"INATION. You. HR SPEAKER, THUS IHAR[ FULLY JN TH[ RECENT· HlSTORI( 

ACHIEVE"ENT • TH[ nuns LAST NOV["8£R or AN A8REE"ENT IETWUN BRITAIN 
. . 

IRELAND UNDER WHICH VE HAYE CR[ATEO A FRA"EWORk, OR PROCESS, WJTHIN WHICH 

·, 
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. OU[CTJYU or PUC[ AND R[CONCILUTIOH "JIHT I[ AtHJ[Y[D. No WORDS or lllN[ 

WILL [V[R It aurflCl[NT TO (lPRCSS TO YOU TH[ IRATJTUD[ OF THC IRISH P[OPL[ --

OUR IRATJTUDf TO A IOOD "AN AND A IREAT "AN. 

As A TOltU or OUR APPR[CUTlON l MAY[ AN ANtiOUNCU•tNT TO "Alt[. "' COUNTRY, 

LIU YOURS. 11 A REPUILJC AND DOCS NOT IRANT nnu. THU[ u. HOWEVER, ON[ • 
ACT or PUBLIC RCCOGNITJON OPEN TO us. TH[ PRUJO[NT OF IRELAND "AY· ON TH[ 

ADYlt[ or THC GOVCRN"[NT, AS A TOKEN or HONOUR, IRANT IRISH CITJl[NSHJP TO A 

PERSON OR PERSONS WHO IN THEIR OPINION HAS RCNDtR[O D1STJN8U1SHtD ltRYICt TO 

TM[ IRIIH NATION. IN TH[ SllTY·THR[[ YCARS SINCt TM[ fOUNOA~JON or TM[ IRISH 

STATE. THIS HONOUR HU l[[N IRANTCD ONL y TO THREE PEOPLC. TOICIIHT n n "' 

UUT PRIYILCIE ON THC AUTHORITY or THE PRUIOCNT or lRCLAND TO HANT lRJSH 

CJTIZ[NSHIP AS A TOKEN or HONOUR TO TWO PEOPLt. THO"AS p O'NEILL. JNR. AND HIS 

WIFE, HILDRED O'NULL. WITH YOUR PCRNISSION. CHAIIUUN. 1 WOULD LIU NOW TO 

AH THE" TD ACCEPT CCRTlflCATU OF THUR lRUH CJTUENSHIP AND THUR IRUH 

PASSPORTS. 

• • • • • • 
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