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I usually begin my speech to Annual Conference with a reminder of the age of 

our party. We are 16 years old. We are one of the youngest political parties 

in.~estern Europe. When I realise that I myself was 16 years old before I 

took my :·irst tentative steps outsice of my native city; when I look today 

in this gathering at our f riends from right across the world who have come to 

show their respect for and renew their friendship with this 16 year old party; 

when I consider that ·this respec~ and those friendships have been forged 

in such a short period of time, then I think we can take a justifiable pride 

in our record and achievements, for $~c.L_respect and friendships are not won 

easily. 

On your behalf I extend a warm welco:ne to those who are closest to us - our 

f riends f rom the Irish Labour ?artJ·, 
/ ?ia."Ula Fail, Fine Gael and the newly 

formed Progressive Democrats. These parti es and their members have been 

in close friendship and solidarity with us from our foundation and we look 

forward to their continuing solidarity and friendship in the challenging 

times ahead. I also welcome here today our fraternal delegates from the 

European Confederation of Socialist Parties, from the Federal Hepublic of 

Germany, from Fra.>1ce, from Britain, as well as the warm message of solidarity 

fro::i our collea.:,c-ues in Der.:na:-k, A-.is:ria, Israel, Finlanc., S·,.recer. and. Japan. 

'1/e are :;:articularly pleased. in t:1e ;;ast year to have for[;ed lir.;cs ,:i th the 

De::iocrat:.c ?arty in t::e Jni :ed Sta:es, a party whose lea:iers ha•:e steoi in 

solidarity with us throubhout the p~st decade, We have forged a link throu~h 

the Democratic Party• s Insti tuie :·or I,.ternational Affairs under the chairman­

ship of '/ice Presic.er.t ·,;alter !<'.o:1c.:d e 1 one of the great humanitaria.'1 fi gu!'es 

of the twentieth century. ·,.;e war:::ly welcome the presence of a delegation 

from the Institute here t oday. 
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This party has been conscious from its birth of the need to develop inter­

national links. We are deeply conscious of the interdependence of the world 

in which we live and of the many decisions affecting the very fundamentals 

of our lives that are taken in the international arena and of the need, small 

though we are, to have a voice and an influence in those areas. In spite of· 

the
0 

begrudgery of our political opponents towards those links we look forward 

to our members and our young memcers in particular continuing to open their 

minds to the wider vista of the real world and to bringing those minds to 

bear on the outdated quarrels that disfigure our own society. If our pol­

itical opponents wish to remain in their mental ghettoes, if they wish to 

march manfully towards 1690 while others 1 in the name of Ireland, conduct 

themselves with a savagery that is mediaeval then that is their affair. 

we make no apology for takin.; steps to broaden the politic al horizons o;.· 

our society or our members. Size or lack of it has always been a central 

element in our failure to solve our problems, Yeats puts it better: 

"Much hatred , little room 

Maimed t:S from the start". 

vie live in a small world. Cherno b;,l and its aftermath confirmed that for ­

ever. It also highli.;hted the aNesome risks of nuc :ear power - a risk of 

which we are all too well awu.re part i cularly her e on the County I.own coast 

where a range of nuclear instal-laT.ions fac e us across the Irish Sea. Most 

of them have safety records that give grounds f or deep concern whether it 

be accidental discharges into the air or the atmospher e, ageing structures 

or easy-going ma."l~ement, 

Our source of particular concern is Sellafield, Over three hundred acci dents 

have ta~en place there s:nce the 1950 's. Earlier this year a series of 

errors and accident s f ollowed misleading attempts at reassurance. It is 

irresponsiole to allo..., Sella..:·ield to continue to l'unction. It is utter mac.-
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ness to add to it a THORP plant which will process waste with much higher 

levels of radioactivity. '!he ris~ of a single acci dent in a century with 

all its awful consequences for humanity removes all justification for the 

use of nuclear power. No generation, for its own comfort and economy, has 

the right to put future generations at risk, 

Here in County D:lwn public a."lXiety about Sellafield is understandably at its 

most acute. 'l'here could be r.o better spo~esman for those r ears than Eddie 

McGrady who has pressurised government, challenged British Nuclear Fuels and 

informed public consciousness. : he SDLP held a special conference earlier 

this year to examine the threat posed by Sellafield. It was a clear indica­

tion of our concern to be ~s in:0rmed, thorough and responsible as possible 

in our approach to this major and. fundamental issue. With these credentials 

we will continue to press for a shut-down of the Sellafield plant and through 

our membership of the Coti!' ecieration of Socialist Parties and our international 

contacts we will cor.tinue to pr ess the case for non-nuclear energy policies. 

Indeed we have already put for~ar d pro posals to the European Commission for 

a study oi' tiomass potential in the Sperrins and in Tyrone and Fermanagh :.:·or 

we believe that the climate and soil of those disadvantageci areas could trans­

form the economy of Northern Irela.~d and their inhabitants and turn those 

countries into a major source of enexgy f or the next century. 

Mor e recently we held another cor.:·erence "Africa: the Challenge of Change". 

In raising the issues of hunger, under-develo pment and apartheid we are 

reflecting the deep concerns ,::,:::· our young people in partic'.l lar ..:ho are :nuch 

more conscio'..ls t:1a."' previous gener ati ons of the ir.terdepende:1ce of the work 

in which we live il.;.C of our respo~si~:lity to play our part i n cor.:ror.tir.g 

an u resolvir.G those issuec. 

For u soc iety that knows the f ull meaning of discrimination and non-citizenship 

the brutal dehumanis:n6 c:-uelty of Apartheid demands that we strive to play 
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our part in solidarity with the struggle of the people of South Africa. That 

dema.~ds total and comprehensive sa.~ctions to help end a wanton crime against 

humanity, justice and democracy. ':hose who argue differently agree on the 

evils of Apartheid. They should be asked what they would do if they were 

black South Africans faced with this evil when they can not even exercise 

the most minimum of democratic rights to achieve change - the casting of 

a vote. Those opponents of sanctions are prepared to impose them elsewhere 

in territorial disputes of much less consequence or as ideological reprimands 

but not as a means of ending what is a monumental mockery of civilization. 

If powerful nations can say to Gada:'fi "You have had it pal, you are isolatec.11 , 

why is it wrong to say precisely the same thing to Botha:· 

Ordinary people all over the world are stumbling tm1ard the challenge posed 

by the awful contradictions of world hunger and nuclear weaponry and the 

presence of deep injustices like Apartheid on which powerful nations remain 

inactive if not silent. 

Nowhere has that public consciouness been stronger than in Ireland as wit­

nessed by the Irish response to Famine a;:ipeals. In their support :.:·or human 

rights campaigns, in their contributions against world hunger and in their 

calls for nuclear disarmament they are developing a new political conscious­

ness and, ho ~efully, new political currency. 

'I'hose causes which we cherish lost a great cha1r;iion this year-Olaf Palme­

whose qualities as a human bein; ar.d as a statesma.":. give us such great 

inspiration in the international socialist frate:::-ni ty. His work should 

reassure us in the SDLP that even a small party in the world can ;ilay a 

positive role in winning cha.>:.;e. It should pro·.ric:e a lesson for Ireland 

a:::.out the s;:,ec ial ar.c. posi :i ve rol'" which a small nation at peace with 

it self ca.":. play in ihe world - free f :::- om military atta.chmen~s, upholc.ing 
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huma.'1 rights, seeking disarmament and striving for justice in international 

economic affairs. Our own history gives us a special moral force in these 

issues which we can use properly only when we heal our own wounds. 

On the economic front we in Ireland, North and South, must realise 

that many of the problems which we face in our everyday life a.re problems 

which are also faced by our European partners, be they Spanish or Dutch, 

and which can only be solved if we act together. We will not create employ­

ment if our factories lose out to American and Japanese trade and technology. 

:·le will not eliminate our stocks of agricultural surpluses and bring prosperity 

to the rural areas unt il we can fir.d an international solution to the prob­

lems o~· foo d mari<e t s an,: cf third world hunger. tie will not live in a stable 

and peaceful world unless Europeans act together, speak with one voice and 

contribute effectively to the resolution of international problems. 

We have learned much from our political experience on the narrow ground of 

Northern Ireland, to seek a broader framework, to build on what we have in 

common with other people and traditions, to see the danger and divisiveness 

of narrow defensive views of O'..ll' own nationality and culture. We have also 

learned from our political experience outside ~orthern Ireland and in the 

E'..ll'opean institutions, to have con{i dence in ourselves and our own ideas, 

in our ability as Irish1nen to participate a."ld negotiate in wider groupings, 

without betraying our essential interests or identity. 

': he European Agenda o!' the SDLP over the coming year will be concentrated 

on five muin pricritiez, 

to translate the support r'or the Anglo-Irish Agreement, which l:us been 

clearly expressed by the Europea.'1 Parliament and the tu.ropean Cornmissior., 

into a ;::ractical programrr.e for economic and social development; 
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2 to participate fully in the discussio::s a.'1d decisions ab0ut the :·uture o f' 

the Common Agricultural Policy so as to promote the common incerests of 

our rural areas, north and s outh, and to contribute to the fight against 

world hunger; 

3 to press for an increased emphasis on regional development and to involve 

local and regional bodies more directly in the development of their own 

areas and in their access to European funds; 

4 to increase the priority given to creating employment opportunities for 

young people and for the long-term unemployed; 

5 to have implemented our proposal, approved by the European Par liarnent, for 

an Integrated Rural Development Progr amme. 

Here at home the past year has been, to put it:::: i.::.~,, eventful. It has been 

a year of outstanding electoral success f or the party, The Westminster bye­

elections in the fqur constituencies that we contested revealed an enthusiasm, 

a spirit, and a strength reflected in a dramatic increase in the party vote 

of 1 &,(1. overall in the four constituencies that I have not seen in this p.arty 

since its foundation, Congratulations are due to everyone involved and in 

particular to our candidates Eddie ~c~rady, Adrian Colton, Austin Currie and 

Seamus Mallon. The victory of Seamus !,:allon in Ne',[!'y/ Arma{;h w2.s "· lan<'mark 

in the history of this party and inc.eed in the history o;:· that constituency, 

I would like to place on record on behalf of the party our appreciation of 

the outstanding leadership contribution that he has since made on both the 

floor of Westminster and on the g-round here in the :;orth of Ireland., I do 

not hear any voices which talk o.· the two wings o~ t:1e SDLP. 1:ow they lcrlow. 

'l hat victory has c.er::onstratec. the ·.ral,,"e of a ;::resence i:. :•:estminster, a value 

that is r.11 the greate r beca'.lse oi' t:-,e n.nglo-Irish Conference. '11,d' ·..iill be a 

po'n'erf-..1l are;,J:nent in the cor.iin[ 'j·e;;;: as .,_,e brir..; more voices to the floor o;:· 

Westminster to speak for those constitue::cies that have been misre~resented 

there for so long. ~e challenge the double stanc.ards and partitionist 
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mentality of those who would insist on abstentionism in the North where 
/\ 

representation is so sorely needed and when its value is now so obvious 

and when the only effect is to deny representation and a 

voice to those areas of the North which need it most. We will cure all 

that at the coming election and we will return a strong team to Westminster, 

the, strongest since 1920 and we will continue to build on our achievements. / 

'The drive and er.ergy, the enthusiasm generated by the January Victory in 

Newry/Armagh has permeated and energised this entire party, has lead to a 

substantial influx of new and young members, all of which is reflected in 

the agenda of this conference; in the wide range of policy documents for 

discussion and of course in the self-confidence that is evident at all levels 

of this party today. A particular tribute is due to all our front line spokes­

men. At a time when cynicism about politics and politicians is at its height, 

I know of no group o( more sel:·-sacrificing or dedicated individuals than the 

men a.~d ~~men who sit behind me on this platform, who receive no rewards 

whatsoever for their dedicated toil other than the satisfaction or giving 

really principled leadership and service to all of our people. Their work 

is re f lected on the wide range of topics vital to this community that are 

on our agenda this week-end. 

Last ye;JX our main debate was on the proposed changes to the Social Security 

System. \:i th your mandate we opposed the governmem; 's at tack on the wel i° are 

state at every sta.;e in the Commons . Thankfully the level o.:' opposition did 

force some concessions by the government on issues such as treatment of the 

low-wa.;e i under the Family Credit Scheme and some o{ the proposals which would 

impact upon pensioners. :::Ven thoubh the Act has been passed we are still 

mak.ir.g strong representations ~or special consid:eration to be given to :,orther !: 

Irelac.r,•s ;>articcila.r neec.$ in its o;::eration . tie ha-.-e already received sorr.e 

positi ve inc.icatio:1s from gover-nment tut we will iceep on pr~ssing t'or mo.:-e 
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measures to mitigate some o f the worst potential effects of the changes par­

ticularly in the area o f the Social Fund, 

However, such concessions as we might win will not be able to offset the 

calculated deprivation of the overall changes. During the S•.unmer we saw 

many benefit rights abolished in the area of single payments. We have seen 

the recent government announcement of derisory one and two percent i:i.creases 

in pension and benefit levels from April. Mr Fowler patronisingly billed 

this as "a helping hand". It is, if anything, a two r'ingered salute to the 

deprived. 

'1 he fears which we expressed last year about the planning of heal th and 

Social Service::o have been reinforced by the five year strategic plans pub-­

lished by the Area Boards acting under the Department's guidelines. While 

others prepare to leave these boards we must renew our resolve to protect 

and improve health and social services. 

Every presence or influence which the SDLP has on these boards must be used 

against the "rolling privatisation" of the health service to protect levels 

of care for patients and conditions of service for workers. 'i he trend o:· 

centralisation stripping small towns and rural communities oi many o:· the i !' 

hospital facilities has been, and must continue to be, resisted by us. 

·11e support tl:e concept of commu!1i ty care 1::ut we are concerned to see tha". it 

means proper and comprehensive provision in the community and is not simply 

a euphemism for d"JJT1pin6 people out o:' residential or hospital care. 

In educ.ltion as well we must use what influence we have to win pro per ::•.i::d. ::. n ,.: 

for facilit:i..'es and development at all levels. At this confere:1ce tm-:iuz)-. 

a :' urther policy document we have cor.mi ttec:. ourselves to worcr:t: : ·:ir 

nur sery, primary and secondary provisio:1 which wi 11 f ully !::-:stai!1 ou= c::i l ::: e!1 ' s 
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development in a ~'air and sensible manner. ,le again restate the need for 

a full and proper system of student support at third level and reject pro­

posals for a loans scheme which can only amount to young people mortgaging 

an already uncertain future. 

unemployment, with its attendant evils, continues its offensive upward trend 

eating away at the morale o f our society. It depresses the prospects of 

families and individuals, it deprives them of dignity, it robs the young 

of hope. A comprehensive economic policy document will give conference an 

opportunity to discuss the subJect in detail. 

A couple o~' weeks ago the Chancellor of the Exchequer proclaimed that regions 

of higher unemployment should have lower wage levels as a means o f reducing 

unemployment. Government strategy is now out in the open. Low wages will 

solve our pr~blems; poverty is the answer to unemployment, exploitation the 

answer to depression. If Nr Lawson wants to test his low wage thesis let him 

ex~~ine an existing pilot area - Northern Ireland. i/e have lower wages than 

anywhere in Engla.'1d 1 Scotland and ·,/ales. It is not produci:1g jobs. Our 

unemployme?:t is much higher and steadily increasing. ,le reJect the Government 

lie aoout "real jobs". 'They s uggest that keepinf; a hospital hygienic, building 

J:omes, caring for the elderly or feeding schoolchild.:'en are not "real jobs" 

while making money out o:' mone:,: ty ;:-ressing a comp'..lter on the shi:' t of a." 

exchange rate apparently is a "real job". 

We tave ?10 illusions about "peo ples• capitalis:n", which is simply a means o:' 

floggir.6 pu;:;lic assets ;'or private gain to meet Gover:unent spen:!ing neecis. 

It is like selling the fur:1iti.:re to pay for the r'ooc. . Whatever tr.e hype of 

the ad ma.'1 I do not think we will see any bowler hat., in our dole c;ueues. 

Giros are not :he currency for ~ing sha:-e certificates. 

©NAI/TSCH/2016/52/26



-10-

But here in Nor thern Irela.'1d Govern~ent policies are not solely to :~ame . 

Whatever the f allout from the new technological sophistication of London's 

Stock Exchange our economy has suffered from many "big bangs" which blew up 

jobs as, be:ieve it or not, economic targets. ?he prove bombing campaign 

lqst the North 39 1000 jobs between 1970 and 1980 alone. 'i'hose who set out 

to wreck the already feeble economic fabric of places like West Belfast, 

Derry, Newry I Straba.'1e in particular now weep crocodile tears about unemploy­

ment. Their kidnaps, their 1£'ESsirations and their bombs have conspired to 

destroy and prevent investment in communities starved of work. They see no 

contradiction in the fact that in their Ireland the young will be working 

in London ::.r as illegal immigrants inrew York, "driven out by their lnierators." 

These people have never bother ed to explain to anyone how shops and f actories 

are barriers to Irish unity or how bombing the real wealth o f our country -

our young PE:Ople - into emigration is a spur to independencet fie· now have 

the spectacle o:.· a Sinn Fein Councillor in Armagh talking about the need for 

the to ,m to be opened up to allow easier shopping. .AJ1d he does not even blush. 

And his colleague down the road in lfowr y tells us that his . party are "all for 

shoppers having as wide a choice as possible" . So he supports a proposal :·or 

development, on the outskirts of the town that his military wing - to which he 

gives unequivocal support - t ried to blow to bits . 

i/orkers or unemployed of course are not permi tte::. to !-.ave as wide a choice 

as possible. ·~:.ey risk being classified as legitimate targets. In the 

name of freedom ;,eople ~e i:,ein5 told to make their cioice between their 

livinG a1:d tl:eir li:'e . ·,ihat a sorry vision o:.' Irel3..'1d is the P:::-ovo visi-:,n 

i1 · it is th:::-eatenec. ty ciea.--:ir.G women a.'1d clerks, contract0rs or bricklayer~ . 

Dea.th or C.:,~e is tl:e \·ti.Gest cl-.oice o: :"" erea """ :hesc c!-:c . .:.:n;.i~r:s of the o;:;-

:-ess~c.. "::e ,, . .-i:: tr:..i<.e ~o~.;e:- in Irelc;r.C., said. D~:"' . .;· :~or:-ison, "with a!! a:-mali-:e 
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but powe.::". The Provo "kill-a-worker" campaign, their acministration o:' 

"justice" through kangaroo courts I beatings, kneecappings and executions 

might give some people_ an inkling as to how that power might be used. It 

is also a measure of their credibility when they complain about the adminis­

tration o:.' jl!stice or pose as defenders of human rights. 

Unemploj1ne:1t is also a legacy o: previous Unionist rule. 'l'he pattern o: 

uner.iplo:ll!lent, at its worst in Catholic areas of the North, bears the finger­

prints o:· c.isc.::"ir.iination in past inc.ustrial allocation. 'l'hey did their job 

well for their handiwork still pollutes over economic life today. 

The t.:!.Sk of ensuring fair employment in normal economic times is difficult 

enough but we should have no illusions about its difficulty in circumstances 

or' continuing job losses and rising unemployment. That is why we are so 

strongly opposed to any effort to promote fair employment by promoting a.is­

investment. Disinvestment is an at-;;ac;c on jobs, it is a means o:' ensuring 

that jobs do !'lot come; it considera':: ly weakens the struggle for fair employ­

ment. Unemplo;:i1T1ent is no answer to discrimination. ~atr.er do we call on 

all people o r' good will, particularly those abroad who wish to nelp 1 to use 

instead their considerable influence to encourage investment a~d jou creation. 

in areas or' high unemployment. Job creation is vital to the struggle for 

fair employment . and an essential part of that struggle, but it is one side 

of the equation. Ensuring fairness is the other. 

Our economic policies, our proposals on r.o'..lsing, education, health, rural 

development a":d social services all promote employment. Once agair. our 

conference wi 11 tomorro..: consic.er ways and means o l' ensuring :air er.iploymer.t. 

Our consistent · comrr:i t:::ent or: this issue has already led to gover:-ir.:er.t pro­

posals r'or c:.etio?: i!': this field . The recently pu·olished discussio:1 pape:-
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1:-: .::. 1c,;.~es;;. sh::.:t i!'l Cover!'lmer.t attitudes includi!':.€; a will i !'lgness to c.e;:,lo:,· 

more e ffective rr.echanisms in tacklir.g the problem. We are responc.ing to · 

with our own proposals which are before this conference 

including f irm sanctions, realistic powers and procedures of investigation 

a:-.c. vie;i 13!:t r.;oni toring practices all designed to meet the requirements of' 

a'char t er for fair em ployment. We are not interested in simply having 

principles. ·,.;e wa.~"t them enfo rced. 

This c.iscussion a:-.d the British proposals of course is one o f the major 

fr.~its of the Anglo-Irish Agreement which was signed one week after last 

year ' s fu"l.~ual Conference. It is worth recalling wha~ we said then, one wee k 

befo~e the J.gr eement . "We do not expect a final settlement or a.ii immediate 

soluti::>n . Our yardstick fo r measuring this outcome will be simple. \,jill 

the pr o posals which emerge f rom an Agreement, if theI)B is an Agreement, help 

us to make progress with the healing process 11? 'l' hat the Agreement is not 

a solu t ion or a set tlement nor never intended to be has not deterred the 

critics who , with the exception o f the Unionists have all criticized it f or 

f ailing to be what it never pretended to be - a settlement. 'l' hose critic s 

f all into two sections - the Proves and the begrudgers. 

Provo criticism has no credibility whatsoever. An organisation ~mich has 

i nc:.1lged in a campaign of' violence for 17 years with not one inch of progress 

to she·,·: :·or the c.espera.te suf!'ering that they have infli cted on their own 

;:eopie , car.;~ct expect to ':,e t a.ken ser iously . I r. addition to the 2 , 500 c.eaci, 

the 20 1 000 maimed, the population 01 th;-ee r.ew pri s ons , the even lengther.i,"b 

dole queues, t~ere is also the fa.ct that Provo list of complai nt s about 

Di ;iocK ~ourts, harassment, s t ri p searches, house searches, troops on ttc 

stree:s are all direct consequences o: · their own car.ipaigr. ar;d th~~- co,.:::. c. rr.c.,-e 

a.'1 er.ormo'.ls co,,tr i cut ion to relieving the su:·:erir.g infli c ted by these r.1e~i.:: cs 
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On our community by ceasinb° their campaig!l o f violence r.ow and opening the 

door to brin;in ,:- all t!"\ese ;::-actices to an e:::i. Did t::e/ not tell us that 

had the Brighton bor.,b been " success:·u1" in killing hal:' the British Cabinet 

they expected widespread repression including internment against the 

Catholic Community. ~·he truth is that their politics needs repression, so 

they provoke repression ( au-;hori ties I please take note!). 'i he victims 

as. with unemployment are the people of deprived areas. 

'l'hen there are the begru~ers or
7 

as I prefer to call them; the whingers. 

Ireland seems to be particularly cursed with such people. Their hallmark 

is perpetual cor:r;ilaint I never a solution to the complaint. 'l'hey never rec­

ognise wha-.: has been achieved. They condemn what has not been achieved. 

~he 6o5~ o.:.' advar.ce is :::ever mentioned. The absence of the other 40"; is a 

sell out. They do not ur:derstand or wish to understand the process of 

politics which is a steady process of narrowing the gap between what is and 

what ought to be·, steady advances building steadily towards an answer. The 

truth is of course that they su:fer from a fairly massive inferiority 

complex which they cons i stently attempt to cover by talking tou3h about the 

need to stand up to the British. What they o: course need is the self 

confidence to sit down with the British, for that is the political way 

forward. One o f Ireland's tragedies is that we have s o many begrudgers anc. 

whingers. 'T hey are in f act part o r' the problem. 

Sitting do1m with the British ::;ov ernmer,'; 0n a permanent basis arour.d a 

permanent conference table is what is happening under the Anglo-Irish 

Agreement. Is t::ere any bet t er political 1.;ay of dealing with this problem? 

0."o measure the change that has taken ;:;lace we do not have to go back very :' ar. 

In 19e1 wr.en I adc.ressed this conference the political la."ldsca:;ie was very '.:lac. , 

inc.eed. In tho:t yea:: at:ack a.:'ter at:ack on the SDL? descri·cec. us p~·c.2.:r!;ed, 

morib~"l.:. 1 fir.isr.ec.. It was the year oi the h'..ll'lger strike. Morale was ver~· 

lo;;. Poli tic$ wa$ on the sidelines. T.!'lionisrit .. was triumphant yet ~ai::: a::d 
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r.ope a."lc. :-ai th ir. the politic al process we::-e scarce co:-:-.rr:cc:::. :: e:;, ·:E: we 

lmew that there was no other process, and we set out upon it. 'de dee 2.:,red 

the twin pillars o f oi.n- approach - a harmonising of the strength of the 

democrat ic parties in both p2rts o f this island ~~th the objective o: 

acpieving a joint: initiati·,e involving both governments, a consis-:er.t t!:el!:. e 

as it is toda:,· . ;,Jhy should the British take nationalist !::-eland seriously 

if •,,e are goir.;; ir. d.i:·~·eren: directions? 'de said tha: the st::-er.g-;;r. o: such 

an approach ;,10'.lld 'ce bot:.nd to produce a res :,·)r.se f rom thz British Government . 

\·le fou.;ht the ;982 Assembly e lect ion on that platform . ·, he ,;=-esult was tr.e 

Ne;,; Ireland Forum . :vi th the strength of the Forum behind ,1s we fought the 

1983 Westminster election and. promi sed to put the Irish problem at the centre 

of the Westminster stage. ife did. 'I'he Forum Repor t set out in det ail and 

for the first time the realities and requirements necessary to solve our 

problem. In a si~ficant passage , the Forum ~eport went on to sa:,,·: '".i'he 

British Jover r.ment have a duty to join in developing the necessary process 

that ;·::.11 recognise these realities and give effect to those requirements 

and. thus promote reconciliation betwe en the two major tradi :ior.s in Ireland. 

and to mai<e the required investment of political will and resourc es. The 

Bri tish ar.d Irish Governments should enter into c.iscussions to create the 

.-ramewori< nnd. atmosphere necessary for this pu=;::ose" . I: is clear :·rem 

that, that the ?orum parties did not see an insta."lt solution to their 

pro'clems ·o'.lt a process or recor.ciliatior. that would take ;:ilar:e wi :hin a 

f ramework c::-eated oy the two governments. That is precisely · . ..-he~ l:c.s 

ha;: ;:,encd . 

_ ::- e: e ::- :o ;;est s:atements an i c,.1otat ior.s and I CO'..:lc. re:-e~· to r.iar.:: more , ·ou-: 

I do s0 si::.;::,1:,- : o u."1-:.er line the fact that the SDLP al~ a ser ious :nc. 
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., ;:.. c:' c "' i.:'j r.""'.t " ~·.· i'l.nce by the British 

Government in terms o. :\."lg l o- Trish r e lations and the approach to the Irish 

pro·olem. As I have s o.!.d be ·0:- e , f f Br i tain and Argentina. were to do pre­

ci V''l:: -~ h e s ame thine; a: ,d s et 1.i p .:i :;: err.:3.."'\ent Ang l o-Argentinian conference 

t o ·> ., l ·,.;i th t h e :ir o '-lcms :J i' ti1e ? ;:i.l kl :md Islands would the whole wor B r.,:,+ 

th :.::'.~ it .. _ s\:;ni :'ic .'l.."1 ', - ~~V ""' r•· ':' _'., " ' i '.' that not prec is e ly ·,1hat ha s L:.:1;pened 

Q ; -·:, H·_c, ,:rit i c s c :·,l :: th " ···: .:. ,.." ;::;t:o r.ave recognised the real signi:ic wce 

0 1 "' -
·- .:..-·-::::., ,,~"'.: . -. i,··.: · .;- c, .. _-·~ '~" . ..,.._ .., t. 7.hey have lost t heir uncondit i onal 

v c~ J CJ ll ch cc: ige , :,.. v eto t h (l+. ,: a.s "'"'-:-vect ne ither the::iselves nor the people o f 

Ho!' ·';:,,,r :: Tt·cl :-nd ·,;1:E i ·• we :1r A to j11<i1;e o.v the resalts. ':11".ile they are 

ass,ireci yet :J.£;.:iin th a.t Irish uni t .:; Gi.U'Ulot .t ake r,l a.c e without consent I some­

t l:i "i ·,,h ir\.i is f!.l!:;o "- mat ter o :· :'act , they can no longer veto :i3ritish Govern 

rnr'n ,, :10 l i cy or .:it ti t11Lles nor ct'.ll t h o.v any lonccr r e l y on British Gover nments 

un e (:"ii ·roc;ally or unquestioniugJ.y S"!'EJOcting tho nn;_ ,..,.,; s +, vi. ~1
.; . By declaring 

th:,t ~hey will respect the wishes w ­

those ·,,ishes ere , whether uni on "" uni t y, the iJri;;i :.fr1 .;0 -...-ul ·nmen -': t o: : ':' ''"r-

1::." ..,.! themselves neutr2.l in ·the G8.sic quarrel beh ;eer, ns . l'h ::.t I by c-:1 y pol-

i ti - ::. l sta."ldards n."'" :\.n terri"' ')f a politic al a:;:rpr o c,Cll t~ :c o so lving t i ,·-, - e'.. .., +;_0!" · 

sh i.-:is +hat ,o to m:.>.l:e up the Iri r;h ;;ro olem, is a s ig'.'li:ic an;; acivanc e . 

l:,.i.o ;-: i;;t s :·.ow r i nd ~il•.:: :ns c l-.· ·: ::; :io :.. .:. ti.cz: ll:,· ·,:i thou+ t hei r previously ouilt -in 

8.c: vi'..l'l'", ~;;es . Such ~c.v.::.'.'lt a.<:;0 :s · '1:· ori v i lege s have n c·; ::: l' s erved as a SO'J:!'Ce of 

p e. ;: ,: c, jnstice or :, ~.,.'~il i t ,:y· . in ~it'" ct.c.:. 1 ;.,r : ·, ., :.. c.:.;o h.-:s heen a l i abi l ity to 

tl.~ T1ni on i s-t peo p]•?. They !".OH : i nd ~h romse lves no worse nt'f than the rest o .,· 

u :: · or ·.·1e have never had such :cclvant2.:;es . The question for them no•.;, i.s 

•,1het her t hey have the self confi:l.ence to fac e the rest of 1}S on an equ.:i.l 

, oo ·~illg G..:c.l. build structures for the future , structures that are fairly 
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r oo": ':!d. ;_r 0 m..1"J.l1t._y ci.nrl , .. ,hj_ch respect our di.t'l'erences . 

The ~nc l o-Irish Av:-ecment wi th its permanent conf erence table provides us 

wi ch the l'r2.mewor k within which ,,1e cGl'l do just that without victory or 

defe o:t !.'or 'lriyo :1.c , s;__rice victorj_es or de f eats are certainly no solutions. 

r t ' --::c,n c1l:: --:, , n;,.':--lc ,_,s to tD.c -.:le on an ongo ing basis the outdated but bitter 

di·ri..; L ;:: ~'-- ~.,c...;n c u;- m:o plc . 'l' l1c1.t is the cancer that produces the murderous 

s y rn ;:;~01~s u_ •.-1hich we a il ,:-:;::,:::. :.: .. . , .::-i l ·,.;hich is such an ::..;:·rr:int to our common 

Chri::;tio..n root s. 

I fur ther strenr;·th is th ?.',;~ 1s?. process that proceeds with the consensus 

o:· •: ,c 5S! r.i ill i on pe0 vle o ; uoLt i::;1;;,ncls rather than the veto o f 1i';b of 

t l,·,.,, , ·: he i'ramei-1or i-;: is in t.cY1t eci t o outl i ·· e existing governments so that 

f·: "· •, re ,;o'!e:-r>.me!"lts cc1~1 mal.:e ti: "i T' contribut ion to the building process until 

finc:.l st c'-1:: ili tj' is r e .:cch~r' , :-;ori " ,m""rm1ent s may and indeed will, move 

sb•.-:ly . Otl:ers wiLi. r.iove more 0:1!.c klj' • All will have the opportunity to 

r,<..: ;: rat i:ier t han talk or wring -;;i:eir hands . \·/hat a contrast to the barrier 

ino.cti vi t y and neglect under lined by the total lac k of either achievement 

or progress on the i'iorth since 1920? ;,Jill looking back ar'ter a generation 

or' steo..dy o..."lcl co:1 :;tr•.tctive \Jui~~lir:r; c1ot oe more pr oduc"Cive than a generation 

o t' whins-er ing'? Or h ,1ve the Lc.;: ·uC.,:;er s 5ot a shor ', r: ut ;,_'::)out which they have 

nr. ·· :-''"t told. us? O;rrs is not " " .i.i :.::'-- : ·- '1 fr l;:__,, "pn.r0a.ch . ',le do not wait 

for tnc cii1..~r to come . ·:ie ·,.;v .. 
··,): i: . .. - ::o·.-1 :-. ,!.·. ·. ~ii~ peac e~·u1 me 2.ns , as 

h :·.:-: ~-,,n~::0r,c , th2.t ·.-1c di dn ' .; ha·.;e befor e , 1'.rld :c. ', me ,; ~ress that the day 

t'or- ·.-1hich ·.-1c work is 2. dw.y t.ho..t will 'uc applw.udet~ ':Jy ull sect i ons o ~· our 

:· n"l:')lc , Y1ot ,;?.lone a d.2..y t hat will give expression to our essential unity but 

~-,I'"'.!-. ~s i m:')ort e.r: t e. <1 a.y +.hat. wi 11 g ive expression to our equally essenti :tl 

,ii ver si ty . 
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In tl: '.: ::.::.:mti.me ;mti in :he short te::-m t h e Anglo- Irish Conference has been 

dealin~ ·.1i th the inter::ial [;Tievanr.es ·.·d. th:i:n Northern Ireland that it 

prf"):n i:~<cr: to address in the com;;-:·p1icrue accompanying the Agreement one year 

a.£0. ·.:~· have saicl r <Jpcatef.l:.· ~.h .e>.-: th os e g i.evanceR 1 important in them-

selv:··· ' .: ,.;t :.;.:;m;;t, :: o: i·h. " """f>er d isease of division . I f they were 

' all ::-"so 1 ' red tomor ro .·i ;he~ · .. u ..:. ::. :: .- cc ·.u- in one r'orm or another i f we do 

no t ··. : ::.:- ·:.;::; ~he 11nder lying pr 0b 1'3~ . Did. ·.,e not get rid o f the .:)pecia. l 

Po·.-ier:.; Ac ·~ only to !'i nl, i ·~ :· .. ,,, ~~ ·-. d. h~, t he Emergency Provisions Act? 'l'he 

per~2...'1ent structures set up '-"? ti1e .imglo-Irish Agreement are I as I have 

indicated. already , the mean.; u: ·_..;:J.ling ·,rith the long term disee.se. 'l' he 

immcC:. i at ·, G~·ir.vQl1ccs h.c·: c -': 0 , .,_ r.ac;.;:lcd. a..'1d indeed most of the judgements 

bPir ~: r''lssed on the A1;r<..: er.1 c:-,~ .. , .. ,:c '.;as e cl on peopl~s percept ions of the pro -

Q1 ;i :·.. .~ , .,- ~ : ;--,:- ·• . s , --:r: · '.- .. ,-,. ': .- ':h·0 • n~rceptio n ·uei:-,r;- promoted by opp-

CcJ~ .:_.:_ .":· .. L: ... ; :·r:,'..!· :·1as one 0' · ~i-.. , ~-;_r- -t; "r,t s o ( the Con:erence. Progress 

h as ·,· ~~n m<i~C on a num·oer o:· o tn•.::r is:;ues which a :i. tr.;:;·..:.,;:: not r:w.jor have been 

so11::-c c:, :> . i ::-ri tat io!1s thro·..:._:1:c·::' . . ::e ::.::·s of Unio::i st :-ul•3 c:.::d pressure :·or 

I Voi:. r;1· ;3 i. :ltr.~.:.c:. ... \:; _· ,:. · ... 
.. ,, ... .. . 
- ·~,·· r" "- more meaningful 

not e the decision to :'.emo 2.i:-a:-. ,:o:!, f;ivis 'c.'1.d '~"~· ·' , ., Flat s has been taken . 

e ls<c · .;.. "~" ho.•,e ':Jeen t cJ.b led ..,_-.; t:ie ::lri ti sh Goverr.me!'lt _: c;· c.i scussion 2. the 

SDL? h2.s :iut it s :i·.-::·· :~.:' ,?Of'' ·-1, . r.:ovement is clearly under ·..r2.y . Similar l:; 

:'i:1 ,1 J. 0 j'I,: 2 :, ' have , lrea.c.y outlined . ··. he same commitment 

Gov ':1·:u:1·c!'!t :1:.,.::; r c~;;o:":(l>:'rl •.-d. t h r raros;,.ls for a Dec laration or Hights . 
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.l\£ain "lea.r movement is und.er · On the economic front a substantial 

Int ernatio,1al : u.nci. has been s ?..t ;_ip to help areas o f' hieh unemployment and 

the Newr y - Dunc.al~ area has beneti ted with improved road proposals . 

'J. h ,,,. ,, l.:.cs been srime ,ti saopo i~ t ment D.'oou t lack of movement in the crucial 

-"..:'<ci.'. "· t l:'.' administrat i on o~· justice o.nd in par ticular t he Diplock 

Cou::-·r ,· . . he, '"'ri ti_:-;·,-, -~.,v,..,r,0 -rr,7 h ::,.s rejected Irish Government proposals 

for ,~ thr e:e jndte co•.u- t ·,:u '. ,:i.e1-.~c t he ;;:-eement recognise s that there is a 

11n1 lcic: rn i.n this D.rea the Bri t i sh (_;overnment has a r e s ponsibili ty to now 

·oring fo r-.-12.rd its o·.-m pr o?Ofl?.l,; c:,.nci. to come to agreement with the Irish 

Gove: r nmen -;; . In the s2Jne ,.c: ::.c, ::. ~ is c lear that pro{;!'eSs is being made towards 

bri ngi ng the Supergrass sys·:;em to an enci and proposals for legislation to 

,,me!·, d. th0 Emer ccnr,:; ?rovisi rin c; ,'._ ,-,+. in re lation to arrest I bail and length of 

-:- 0, m'!..11c'. ::,re on the table :·01' "''"' ) r eten ·~ session o.f' the nouse o f Commons. 

_,,c" 0. moveme"'.+ 0·,. ~:!.!1:,' o.: -::r.c ~e iss·.tes over man:r years . In shor t politics 

the re sn.l t is a much fair er ci.ec i :.; ion making process ;:·or the popu l ation at 

L.:.2 '. 

Eo •.:1svt.:1· 1 ces I s a i c. to the co!·!i" ·:. ~·ence List year, Agreements do not oi· them-

sc1~.~~s r.i t:.::c ;:ro crQss or so l ve ~,:·o{)l···ms . ~·lo mat~er whr::.t ·t.he viay ab.ead , I 

sa:. c.. , ·_.;e; i:1 ~!:c ~~LJ~F ·.-1ou l cl ~~1.::..1 :·aco major challe!lges ~..nri. major risks . 

''. l: · ::-c i ··· _ :·:-~ :'. ·:a r: 0 :::.c e ,enc~ st :::.b i lity that ci.oes :1ot cor.,;ain :-isks . It is 

:!-. '" '"· .< j_,:;r,,:;s ~i-.c,t t,:-: Ae,T,ement 'thr o·.,s do1-m "- o a ll the elements involved 

in the ]o'15 s ta1.ii:1g problem that con±'r o!'1ts us, that is the major potentL1l 

:.n th2.t si.;ni:ica::1 ~ event . Ir:i;ii ici t in thD.t i nnovat iv.e accord .is its 

c h .~.:. 1.0n::;,.c to our p2.st atti t-...:d.cs , all a~ us, its implicit ac ce ptance that 

::,,::;7 ~tt1.t1:dcs !:.:.'le brought 11s where we are and have nothing to offer our 

Cu t;.i.1:e . In t he ·.-:ord.s o ,' St,:,.b,s:i.e•s Pau l Brady we are: 
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•. r-.: '" .. 

"still tryin ' t o reach the : uture 

through the past, 

still tryin ' to c:irve tomorrow from 

a tombstone". 

. r '.cri '.'' ce our cni .i. dreri . to feed t he 

Fc:.•11 .Lirildy ' s song is r.. po •,.er i'ui condemnation of' past attitudes in this 

": :< ·~.11< 11 ; it is ti,(;. 1·cal v..,ic:,., o:' Ireland 's young peop le, expressing their 

h op.:'! ·:r::i ~r ci r nee<.i to wor . the future rather than war about the past t 

!12.vc the s.!.o{;nns o: ·• .::io Sui' ren:icr ", 11irn t .'\.n Inch " 7 " Ahat ;,;e Have ';/e Hold" 

orouJht the Uni onist peop l e r,~- closer t o · the peac e end stability for which 

r.hr _:: :,.·r .-rr :1 t Ic the perpet:ic'. l ,,_::;e of the negative a s their political banner 

;,. ' ' i·:;· i.::g c ·( pressi cn £'or ;i neople whose t alent and B'en i us gave eleven 

pr e:::idents +,c the l!ni t ed Ste.:;; c::; o:: America? \•/here is the innovation and 

const i tutional genius and passi -:m for the oasic eleme:-its o: democracy that 

.!.c,: their :·or 'oenrc , men lik'? .Jn:in D,;nlo:' , 'r hom2s !,'.cKea."1 ar.d George 'l'ay lor 

tc :J ~ 2.mong the ..i.uthorc o:· t h e :i);ic 1.:-r ection of I iv:c;iencienc1: and t hP- ;lmeri c2.J1 

~on,:·;;i t utio?1
7 

cioc•_1m•3nt,; ·:1h0:-;c :·:i~;~om i:!.re only tJcin,; i'11'ly :0.ppr ec iatec. in 

t h,, se~onn ht.-i.. .l :· o ! the t~·re ~· ,.·~·) .. '. 1 ·.; ~n t,,!..r~' i !.S ·:1·:.: loo:--: u -:.. n i viU.eri soc ic t ies 

in cor!_i.i r~t i11 m2...:1,:,- i; ar:==.i -:: 4

~·:
1..: .-:orl ... :.. . ·~t c c:-.:s,:,~t i al :1i.i. l ar o:· democracy 

L!'l ·,1,,v :-; c, G: ~t~, .~·.·,r' in :i2.!'t;;_'.·::a!' ir.. cii•.ricied ones i s the acceptance or' diversi ty . 

the experiences t hat 

h.:i.d driver. them ,.rom Ireland . Arc the :::- !:! none il/:long th2.t people today with 

simil ,l!' vision . Doe s anyone really ·oelieve th.:i.t our society or indeed any 

~">cie\/ r, ~n survive in pe~.cc a:1t.i stability i 1 one section o:· i t, whether its 

c,x:rn0n 00 cl is :'() l i ,:;i.on or colour. decides that i t must live apart i n order 
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t o !•ro t ec t itse l f ; t h ,; t i t must s e ek t o concentrate decision making i n 

its 01,m hands; that it must i Ollow leaders who thinly disguise their 

hatred f or the religious beliefs of their fellow citizensl Is their real 

problem that they do not have the self confidence or the vision of a John 

Dunlop or a 'i'homas McKean to sit down as equals with the rest of us and begin 

to uuild s t ructures which see k to accommodate our di f ferences rather than 

t o ciominate? Are they aware oi° the rate at which their sons and daughters 

an ci particul.:i.rly thos e of t;reatest t alent have answered their slogans with 

their !'eet and le r"t t his l and? In a world that gets increasingly smaller, 

wh er e old e:nmi ties have l or,6 ; o:1e , do they think that there is something 

\·1!'0'1 .·; ·.·ri t h he 8.lin,n; d i.v ision~ on a sma ll island in a manner acceptable to 

t hem? 

'l'he ~hallc::L;c ,J :· tic() 1\ng l o-Tr i s r. ,\GT c,ement is not conf ined to the Unionists. 

t he.r·e c!.! l ,i" ~:a:ti o r. c:. .L isL or 1· ..... t- '-~ .... ... .:. ...... 0 .. n .:hu c~u1 stu.!1C.. uy a.r~ci. sny that 0 1.1r iJas t 

at ~i tud.es have s erved us well? .-ihen we proudly and emotionally proclaim 

t he inriei'easible ri ght to " .... . .. !. ,. ,;,'.-' o i.· the Irish peo ple do we even stop 

to t hink t hQ.t it is precisely cec r:.us e the Irish people are divided on how 

that sover e ignity should be exerc ised that we have a problem today and have 

had a probiem for centurie s:: Do ·.1e even recogni se , other t han by li p service, 

the responsi b i. li t y t hat rests on us to de::ionstrate that should our dream or' 

the common exercis e o f that sov ereignity be fulf illed that we "'i',Llact-

ually o.nd in pr ac t i c e cher i sh all the children o :· the nati .:: n equally, <.:a tnolic 

l '""' ' : . ..... . · •. ~~ t , • ..:I Diss en t er. Do t he t-i,rovos even begin to realise that 

'~ hd r ·; is i on ,.,_· Ir0lcnd as e:r.rr f.'ss ed both verbally and physically not only 

excludes the P:-0te"::,n t und the Dissenter but the Catholic who disagree 

with t h em? I ::; our I r8la.'1d Cntho l ic m1d Gaelic only? \·/hat price are we 

,;r ep2.red t o pc.y, i i' any, to include the Protestant and the Dissenter? 
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'l'he Anglo- Ir i sh A;-reement asks us that question . '.Lhe British Government has 

declared that Irish unity is a. matter r"or those Irish people who want it 

persuadini; those Irish peo~le \·!ho clon •t . Is that not what 'rone meant when 

he suggested that his means o:· unity and o:· freed.om ~,as to replace the 

denominations o f Cictho lic I Protestant and Dissenter with the c ommon name 

o f Irishman? Is that no t what P2.::nc ll meant when he said that we would n ever 

have unity or ,."ree :~:>m until '.-iC conc iliated the Irish Protestant? Is it not 

qui te clc2.r that violence .only tfrives Catholic and Protestant f'.!rthcr apart 

anci. that it is in : 2.ct an expression of a total lack of sel ,' confidence by 

those who perpetrated it? Is Prcvisional Sinn Fein prepared to join us in 

taking up the peaceful challenge implicit in the British declarat ion on 

Irish uni t·J? Do t i1c:/ r:ot acre e that that declaration removes all justifi-

cati on for t he use of v iolcr:ce? 

i';;re consti tut ion2.:. nationalists prepared to take up the challenge? Is it 

not fair to Si.W thrtt no p?.rt:,, h this century has taken up the challenge o r 

P".:tc0 r'1, l !H'rs;.:2.sion and or' sett·::,:-; out anci. working patiently through the 

l onG t,:;rm !lrocess -that is necess,,r_v to t.,r cak do .-m ·;,iie: oarriers ~hat divide 

the ()C0!1le o :· this isl,md . ·.~<:. ".:'P. ::einl; challenged oy th is Agreement and 

right ly so , to cut out the ri1 ,:;Loric , to stop talking a'cout Irish unity and 

to start working ior it a"ld to set o:.it our stratei;y for achieving it. 

For 011r ;iart in tLis 16 ye,1r :) :. .: ;iarty we have set out our three st.:ige 

str a-tei:;:: nn man~r occ:1sior:s . Let me do it again . ·,!e must ';)egin where we 

are, not :·rhere ·. re· ·,mule. lik~ i;o ~: e . -..ie cannot •,1is!1 our ;>roblem awiy . ';/e 

;:u-c i.!: ::orthe:·:: Irel,~:1c: e:.n ';nti t .:; •,1h0se very existence is a symbo l o: past 

:·ai:,u- ,2::; ~o r ,-,::;olve: the con · : tc -::i:11.: :-el2.tionships of these islands , and 

whO S':! peopl~ are Lhe pri r.ci;,lc ·-..-ictir:m o~· that :'ailurc . ·; he least we seek, 

and this is our l 'irst stage, i:.; tot2.l equality o:: trcatment·"for all our 

peo ple and l et us acknowledge the progress that we have made towards that 
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since September 1968 . ·~ hen, a s equals , and this is our second stage, we 

must be prepared to accept our .t'ul l responsibilities as members or' this 

society and be prepared to join with our fellow citizens in every institution 

o f this society in order to combine our talents in building prosperity, 

stabiiity and peace. But there is another and more important purpose. 

Only by working toge ther in this way and by building trust born o f spilling 

sNeat toge ther and deve lo pinr, con;.' i dence in one another - a long term 

process - wi 11 we ever break d.own the barriers ·oetween Catholic and 

Protestant ,·ihich e.re central to all our problems. Can any o f our critics 

point to another wa;; or a uetter way of achieving this necessary objective 

~,hich is so _·und.amental to our future~ It is only if this second di ff icult 

stage takes place will our relations even evolve into the third staje -

the only n:1 i ty th ;,.!. matters on thi s i s land , a unity that accepts our diversity 

and that is bor n oi' our common t r u s t and sweat. Only by working to break 

cio1-m the barriers will agreement on how ;..ie live together in Ireland even 

come. Ancl that unity will be all the more real because no one need fear 

it and because it must have the hal l mark of Catholic , Protestant and 

Dissenter upon it. Otherwise i t is not unity . 

'i'hat strategy we are willing to di scuss with all constitutional parties 

1·1ith a view to im riroving it and developing it. I no w pro pose that in 

order to ensure that t here is a common and solid approach being pursued 

by all consti t,1ti or.al natio:1alist parties throughout Ireland both within 

and :·1i thout she ArlGlo- Irish ;>l,-rcement . I pr e s ume that they all agree that 

solidarity of ap;,roach 2..~t! s ·~ r s.t er:r:,.· i:1 c1'1 essential element i n ensuring 

steady progress. 
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the time '. 0or rhetor ic i s long past. Our young 

people who are the r co. l wealth 0 .1. this island and who are looking for hope 

and leadership, dese;rve better . 'de f c1c e our future with conf idence because 

we have been given the tools to do the job - tools which previous generations 

haye not had. But we have no illusions. We know that the road ahead will 

have many set backs and many disappointments and the begrudgers will always 

be there to point to them as :·ailures. We know that there is no road towards 

peace and sto.b i li ty that does not involve risks. ;-/e also know that this 

generati on a:: youns pco ;ile par ticularly t hose who have grown up in the North 

during the pc,st 17 :1·.,1l"u l yeill'S 1 ·.-1ill not be taken in by humbug. 'l' he challenge 

is not I saici last /e?.r, but the choice is. 'i'here is no other way. 
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