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• SELRi; 

f-1e :~tin3 ·,;ith Peter O'Hag :rn, Chairman of the Lisburn Branch 

of the SDLl-' on 18 December, 1986 

I m'= t wi t i1 l-'<:!ter O'ilagan, a principal of a local primary school 

in Lisburn on 18 December. We had last met on 11 September 

w .en :,e tol ·! m~ of t ne widespn·ad intimidation of cat holic s in 

a number of estates in Lisburn which at that time resulted in 

1 2 ,, fanili e s having to l e:ive t Lei r homes. During our 

conversation he spoke about the current problems in Lisburn. 

T .. e fol~o1-1i n2 afe som~ of the 1,oints he nade: 

UDA 

I. t t ;1e pas c nw1'.Je r of ·,;ee Ls the UDA have switche d their 

attention from the Lisburn estates to the town centre 

w,.e r e loyalist graff1 ti fi a ? S anJ l>unting a re 

everywhere. While business people will not openly admit 

it m,rny of the m, esv~ciall.y in the buil,iing and pub 

businesses in the town, are now paying "protection money" 

t o t ,,e ulJA. Tr,e r e have l,ee:1 r epo rts ()f sol'le business 

premises being damaged by UDA for failur e to pay. 

t .:e;.--e are r e ports that :-:andguns 'He being car ri ed by 

members of the UDA in Lisburn (a new development). 

Jo h :1 Mc /, ichael 

Lately 

Wi"li le t ,1e r e has be e n a long history o f loyalist violence 

in Lisburn, it should have been one of the most unlikely 

to wns in No rther n I re land for s ec tarian violence to flare 

up in the 1980's. Since the last outburst of loyalist 

vi.ol.ence in the~ e;irlv 19 711' s tl-ie to,m ha<l becol'le a 
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p.-uspero us ;,,iJt.le 1nco, ·,c t.orm ·!<" 1: 0 ,, 11 :J i :5~ifast . .- io st 

of the people living there are employed with a high 

proportion of white-collar jobs. The PIRA and Sinn Fein 

have virtually no support in the town and indeed the SDLP 

has to vi ~ wit~ the Alliance Party for the catholic vote. 

He believes the main reason for the intimidation and 

attacks is t i:e mal ,~votent influence of one man - John 

McMichael. he has directed the UDA violence since their 

attac \. s fi,st on RUC i1ome!; early in lS.86 and then 

transferred it to the catholics after unionists began to 

sp':!ak out a 6ainst the .torner action. He is known by some 

to be extremely violent and ruthless while at the same 

time ~e publically plea d s that there is no sectarian 

violence in Lisburn and tl1e UDA action is only against 

"re_;JU~lic ar. eJP.mc:nts" in ti1e town. 

News Medi a 

On e reas on t h at the pro1)1{·11 was allowed to go on without 

sufficient action being taken to control the intimidation 

.was the ne ws media failur P to g ive t he problem enough 

coverage. This was understandable in the case of the 

D,;t iin a:1d even the Belfast media who ,.-e re not reall y 

interested in any violence which stopped short of a 

killing. However, the problem was co:.;poun ded by the 

treatment given to the issue by the local newspaper the 

"Ulster Star". They tool. their cue from the UDA and 

indeed were and ~ave been so blatantly biased that "one 

w0uld be forgiven for oelieving that t he newspaper was a 

UDA newsheet". 

RuC and the Courts 

The blame for allowing thP UDA to intimidate so many 

people and get control of the town must lie with the 
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kU·v . '} ;1e n the atta c1< s on t'.ie Day of Action :ind :irounJ 

Easter started O 'Hagan approached local Chief 

Superintendent Matthews who assured him everything would 

be done to bring the matter under control. By the time 

the RUv got around to doing anything the damage was 

· done. "It was a case of too little too late". 

Even t ;1ough 126 charge s m ·re brought against the UDA for 

petrol bombing and related offences, to the best of his 

k :. owledg •] tnere nave been no convictions yet. he 

believes these cases have not yet worked their way through 

t :1e cou."Ls s yst~~m. On tlte Day of Action intimidation 

went on in full view of the RUC and unlike other places no 

ci1acges h.1 ,- e l.>eca taken a/:.ii:1st anvone. As an indication 

of the impact which the i11timidation has had on the 

Cat i1olic po;:ulation of Li~ .:..,ur n some 25 children of h is 

school's population of 40U have left Lisburn. 

Rl:!cent l y 11c.\1cver, a new RIJC Chief Sup~rintendent (Willis) 

has taken over and he believe s that he will be much more 

effective. Already the rP are many more RUC patrols in 

the estates and the military (who have a large barracks in 

Li s ,rnrn) ,1ave been broug!11. in to a ssist them. (This 

r e presented a change of some significance; when O'Hagan 

h ad asKe d the RUC to avail of t he militarv to beef up the 

patrols the former Chief '.iuperintendent had ignored his 

r ~quest, . 

Churches 

The paris:1 priest Canon C11nningha m still ignores the 

problem and refuses to address the matter even when 

asked . One nf the curati · s Fe. ~JU rra y is concerned and 

has helped in individual cases but he will not take a 

pub lic st and on t he issue. Likewise the local protestant 

clergy have been silent aud some when asked have attempted 

to blame: it 
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0,1 '.rnt ;, si '' '.' s anJ of cou:-~;-~ on t ile Anglo-Irish Agr~ement . 

General 

Tne local r1e mber of Parliamei, t Jim Molyneaux has never 

commented publicly on the intimidation. He contrasted 

t 11 is be .1;1viou-..· wit i1 t ha t c,f J ohn Hume and ot:1er leaders in 

the SDLP who have never shrinked from condemning violence 

n0 Pld tt e r from \Jhere it c ,1me . No one, he comme nted, 

takes Molyneaux to task for this. 

Li a ' 1 Canni fi~ 

: _Ci. December 1~8o 

c . c . ,,1 i n i st e r 

Al Section 

0244C 

Al S·~ c re taria t 

Ambassador, London 

Box 
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