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Text of let:t c•r ~o : _lit- Prime MJnister , The Rt lion Hts 1".1Ha,Het Thlltcher MP 

fro ~ An Taolse~ch , Dr Garret fitzG~rald 7D 

24 February 1966 

The Rt Hon Margaret Thatcher MP FRS 
Prime Minister 
No 10 Downing Street 
London Svll 

Dear Margaret 

1. 1 have been reflecting on the difficulties which you face at your 
meeting with the Unionists tomorrow and thought it might be helpful to 
let you have some facts c,nd figures on the issues which are causing 
concern. For security reasons, I would ask you not to divulge the 
figures in public but to speak in magnitudes and proportions. 

2. Yoc re!~r re d to difficulties created by speeches and interviews on 
the An9!0-Jrl2h .z..:;i:eement by Ministers here. 1 have now had an 
opporcuniLy of reviewing the ma~erial and cannot ldentify problems of the 
type meDtioned by you . Indeed Pater Barry and 1 have, in a number of 
speeches a nd interviews, gone out of our way to take a line as helpful as 
possible to the Unionists. I refer you in particular to Peter Barry's 
speecheR of 18 November 1985 and 23 January 1986 and my own interview 
with DoWntcwn Radio on 10 February .i.966. If however, there are specific 
speeches or interviews which have created problems, please let me know so 
that I can .exa mine them in detail. You know that in our working of the 
conferflnc~ we are IS anxious as anybody to ensure that nothing said or 
done there contravenes the Agreement or could lead to its being 
ur.j ur; tifi& !:;,ly attacked by either commu nity, 

3, You ;:;pol.e at our meeting about the level of security on the border. 
There ca n be no doubt about our comrnitment to our success in combatting 
terrorism. Before the current troubles began in 1969, we had ODD Gardai 
in t he border divi sions. Now we have 1800, In 1969 we had no troops 
pe:manently sta:ioned in border areas. Now we have 1500 soldiers in 11 
mil itary pos;s along the border. soldiers relie ve Gards1 on escort, 
checkpoin~ an5 o~her security duties. ':his f ou rfold inc re~se in numbers, 
therefor&, reorese nts a ~assive increase in total s@curicy along t he 
border on o..:r e.i de , 

4. In the Border Divisions, Detective Braner, strength r.a s increased from 
26 in 19E9 to 117 last Septe m~er, 197 today, and at least 60 more ln the 
near fu tUC':' a s a result of a recent decision. This wi 11 represent at 
le~st a tenfol increase over the period. The number of uniformed police 
!las also b~er. increasea recently, as has the volume of overtime, 
s·Jbstan·lally. 
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5. You wi 11 therefore underst11nd ho 1-, dis appointed I was to find that you 
w,; r ,;. 11nrigr tho imprc.gcion chz,t, there ore enly ab.:.ul 1~ '""'"''''"" vC uut 
Gardai engaged on surveillance-type wo rk and that, generally, 
lntell!9ence-gathering on our side was not effective. Our Gardai 
generally - including most of the Detective Branch in civilian clothes -
work openly in the community. Every me mber in the Border region, 
especially every Detective, collects intelli9ence about paramilitary 
activity, The information ia centralised and collated. Thia is by far 
the most effective apprnach on our side and, while there is a place for 

\ 

intensive surveillance, the circumstances in whlch it ought to be 
employed are very limited in our conditions, given the more positive 'i 
attitude to the Gardai amongst our community. 

6, I have learned since our meeting that, having reviewed certain 
problems in the light of earlier discussions with the RUC, the Gardai 
last week indicated to the RUC that there are certain problems that they 
think can best be approached by surveillance work ond they have invited 
RUC views on them. The Garclai are also pursuing the question of a 
further increase in their commitment to intelligence work, both 
1n6ependently and in discussion with the nuc. Moreover, four additional 
l nspectors are hPing appointed ~1th the specific duty of improving 
int e l ligenc e liaiso n wit h the RUC. 

7. Ove rall, my clear impresi,ion is that the increase in recent times in 
meetings between the Gardai and the RUC has very definitely contributed 
to a significant improvement in the area of border co-operation. 

8, You complained about the SDLP's apparent unwillingness to talk to 
Unionists. John Hume has, since we met, publicly repeated his position 
in the most clear and unambiguous terms - no pre-conditions of any kind -
to wh ic h as you will be aware considerable pu blicity hai, been given in 
our papers. Our Government's position is equally unambiguoui,1 we fully 
and pu blicly support your Government's declared policy on devolution on 
t!1e ba sil:! of widespread acceptance throughout t he community, And, a 
point which is of particular interest to Unionists: to the extent that 
functions are devolved they cease to be within the ambit of the 
Conference. 

9. 'A great deal of what Unionists are saying a bout t he Agreement is 
sinp l y false. The real danger is that, in the: p roce ss, they will succeed 
in their attempts to obscure the purpose of t he ,'.\ g re<:ment, namely to 
create an environment in Northern Ireland whe re t he Nationalists can 
ide nt i f y with the system of Government and so make life there and in this 
isla nd better for everyone, 

10. As ~o m King said to me on Wednesday, t he cru e l le s c thing we could 
now do t o the unioni s t .c; is to abandon the Ag re~me nt. we mu ot implement 
j t e Y. ac ",l v as has been agreed and in doing so p rov ide the only basis for 
peace and stability in Northern Ireland and for the best possible 
r e~at i or:sliips between the peoples of the two islands, 

You rs s:; ncerely 

} . .. .. .. I . .. .J. _u._. .._. _ u .&..Y 
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