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Re ma r k s by L h e '1 a o i s c · ...i c h a n d P r e s i d e n L o f F 1 n e G cl e l , 

Dr. Garret 1:-i tzGera ld, T .D., at a meeting of 

Longford / We:, l rncath Const itu e11cy , Mullinga1, 

7th March, 1986 at 8.30 p.m . 

The speech by the Leader of the Opposition in New York last 

night is deplorable. At a time when our friends in th e U.S. 

are putting together a $25~,. aid package in support of the 

Anglo-Irish Agreement, nothing could be more dama g in g than to 

attempt to sabotage thc1 l\grecment in th e United State s . For 

an lrish po litical leader to call in aid of his atta c k on the 

Agreement a stateme nt uy a n1 itish Mini ster which, whe·n marl e , 

was repudiated i11 slc1n t c:1ncously by the ll1 itish Gov r11mcnL, is to 

ernJJ loy a ta c Lic un wo1 t l, y ut c:i1 1y li o nour al;le Irish111c111. 

Moreover, tor Mr. Haugl1ey tu s ug gest that one of his concerns 

about the Ag reement Wctf, that its si gna ture would enat;lc Britain 

to tell Ir e land's ir .ier,o s in Lhe Un it ed States that there was 

no lqnger any need for th em Lo be conc erned about Ireland is 

palpable hypoc risy. 

It is Mr. Haugbey's words in this spee ch , following the mission 

on which he sent Brian Lenih an to the United States to 

undermine U.S. support befor e the Agre ement itself was signed, 

that is giving the impres s i o n that aid i s not needed. Th e 

British Government has in fact been working closel y with us to 

promote U.S. support and direct financial aid for th e 

re s toration of peace and s t r1 !>ility in No rthern Ireland. 

l\g ai nsl this L>a c k'::Jt ouncJ oi n aL i o nal sat)()Ldge, whi ch will c r eate 

revulsion in the border cou n ties and amongs t nationalists in 

Nor the r n I r eland i s i t any wonder that p il r t of Fi a n n a Fa i l ha s 

broken away to form a new party ? 
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