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LEGISLATION GOVERNING MEMBERSHIP OF AN UNLAWFUL ORGANISATION 
------------------------------------- -----------------------

1. Offences against the State Act 19 72 
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: ll972.J Offences against th~: State 

(Amendment) Act; 1972. 
lKo. 26.J t 

3.-{l) (a) Any statement made orally, in writing or otherwise, 
or any conduct, by an accu~ed person implying or 
leading to a reasonable inference that he was at a 
material time a me1'11ber of an unlawful organisation 
shall, in proceedings under section 21 of the Act of 
1939, be evidence that he was then such a member . 

(b) ln paragraph (a) of this subsection " conduct " includes 
omission by the accused person to deny published 
reports that he was a member of an unlawful 
organisation, but the fact of such denial shall not 
by itself be conclusive. 

(2) Where an officer of the Garda Siochana, not below the rank 
of Chief Superintendent, in giving evidence in proceedings relating 
to an offence under the said section 21, states that he believes that 
the accused was at a material time a member of an unlawful 
organisation, the statement shall be evidence that he was then such 
a member. 

(3) Subsection (2) of this section shall be in force whenever and 
for so long only as Part V of_the Act of 1939 is in force. 

4. (I) (a) Any public statement' made orally, in writing or other­
wise, or any meeting, procession or demonstration 
in public, that constitutes an interference with the 
course of justice shall be unlawful. · 

(b) A statement, meeting, procession or demonstration 
shall be deemed to constitute an interference with 
the course of justice if it is intended, or is of such 
a character ,as to be likely, directly or indirectly to 
influence any . court, person or authority concerned 
with the institution, conduct or defence of any civil 
or criminal proceedings (including a party or 
witness) as to whether or how the proceedings should 
be instituted, conducted, continued or defended, or 
as to what should be their outcome. 

' (2) A person who makes any statement, or who organises, holds 
or takes part in any meeting, procession or demonstration, that is 

• unlawful under this se<;tion shall be gqilty of an offence and shall 
be liable- j,t 1 
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1189 c. 63. 

1119 c.. I. 

instruction or training wu given or received with lawful 
authority or for industrial. agricultural or sporting purposes 

only or otberwiae with good reason . 

(3) The court by .or bcf ore which a person is convicted of 

an offence under thla section may order the forfeiture of any 
thing which appears to the court to have been in hi, posses.,ion 

for purposes connected with the offence . 

(4) Without prejudice to section 33 of the Interpretation Act 

1889 (offences under two or more laws). nothing in 1hia !ICCtioo 
shall derogate from the operation of the Unlawful Drilling 

Act 1819. 

24.-(1) Where any commissioned officer of Her Majesty's 
forces or any officer ol the Royal Ulster Constabulary not 

below the rank of chief inspector is of opinion that any 

aaembly of three or more persom-

(at may lead to a breach of. the peace or public di8order : .. 
or 

(b) may mate undue demands on Che police or Her 
Majesty's foraz, 

be. or any member of tbo9c forces on duty or any constable. 

may order the penom CODltituting tbe wembly m dispene 

forthwith. 

(2) Where an on1er ii given under thil aection with respect 

to ail assembly. any pcnon who thereafter joins or remains 

in the amrmbly or ot.benrue fails to comply with the order 

aball be liable on IUlDJJW'Y conviction to u;nprisomncnt for a 

1am not exceeding six months or to a fi..oe not exceeding £400 • 

or both. 

. wi:111 or · 25. Any penon who in a public place drellles or behaves in 

_...~ in IUCb a way u to arouse reasonable apprehension that be is a 
~.:::. memba of a pioacribed organisation shall be liable on IUDl­

ol a proecribed mary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 

orpemtion. months or to a fine not exceeding £400. or bodL 

.2'. Any penon who, without lawful authority or reasonable 

excme (the proof of which lies on him). wean in a public 

place or in the curtilagc of a dwelling-house (other than one 

in which he is residing) any hood. mast or other article 

whatsoever made, adapted, or used for concealing the identity 

or fea~ shall .be .pabtc on summ,-ry conviction to imprison­

ment for a tenh nt5t exceedmg six months or to a fine not 

uceedin« uoo. or bodL ~...., . 
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Consideration of Bill: 

Northern lrela.nd (Emeraeacy ProruioDJ) BW~-conrlnutd 

Mr James Mol)·neaux 
Mr J. Enoch Powell 
Mr Ken Maginnis 

-· 
Page !, line 7 [Clouse 8], leave out from bcginnillg to 'e.nd • in line 10. 

Mr Secretary Kini 

Pa.ge 5 [Clause . 9), leave out line. 13 to 1S and inscn.- · 
• 9--{I) Tho following a~tion 1htll be substituted for aection 25 of the 1978 Act-

.. Di1pla¥ of 25. Any person who in a public place--
s1Jpport a (a) w~rs any item o! dress ; or 

13 

14 

public for a b) . d' l . I 
pro$,ril>ed ( weal'i, cames or tsp ays any a rue e, 
oriaoiutioc . in ,ucb a way or in sucb circumsuu,~ as to arouse reasonable lpprebetaion thot 

he is a mcoiber or support.er of a proscribed organisation, sh.all be li.able-
(i) oil summary conviction. t.o imprisonment for a term not oitcoedi.na six 

months or to a fi.Jlc not excu.ding the st.atutory ma:icimum, or both ; 
(ii) on conviction on indictment. to imprii:onmcnt for a term not exceeding 

one yur or to a fine. or both .".'. 

Mr Secretary King u 
Paae !, line 16 [Clauu 9]. leave out 'that section a.nd in'. 

Mr Su.mus Mallon. 
Mr 1ohn Hume 

16 
Paie 5, line 38 [Clause' /OJ. at end insi:rt-

• (1 A) 'Where a person su!Tcrs inconverucnc.e, distress or damage from pro;,;imity to use 
of helicopters used by the army or police compensation , subjccr to the provision_, of this 

,ectiou, be p:iyablc by the Secretary o! State.'. 

Mr Se&mus Mallon 
Mr John Hume 

17 
Page 6, line ,47 [Claim.• JO], at end Insert-

' (7A) lo such circumstanc.es wbere any real or pen;onal property is taken. occui:,ieid 
destroyed or damaaed and the dom;ige sustained by the person cntikd tu claim com~n· 
,ation by virtue or tbi11 section is of an onaoing narure by r~on of tbe continued u~c 

of such property. the Secretary of State or the couocy court oo appeal under subsection 
(4~ abovo shall make provision . 

,, 

~ (a) lo tnable such a person to properly assess tbe da.rpagc sustaioed ; 

(b) to make interim paymenu • of compcnH~J,~ to such a pe~on pending a final 
uscssment of the damage suttained or ,untiytbe ending of the said use, whichever 
is eulier; when such interim payment& are mado the compensatioo shall be ill 

respect of a period n~t irc,ater tban 12 nron:tbs.'. 

' " 18 
Paie 9, line 5 [Clause J /], at end insert-
. '(10) The repeal of the 1918 Act shall not affc.ct tlle application ot any provi.51011 of 
, sect.ions 28 and 28A ~ that /f.ct. in relation to,'any rii)lt to ooDTpCnaation udder 1ectio11 

28 whlch arises before the date when the repeal takes effect.• . . 
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