
Reference Code:  

Creation Dates:  

Extent and medium: 

Creator(s):  

2017/4/37 

24 May 1987 

2 pages 

Department of Foreign Affairs 

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 
reproduced with the written permission of the 
Director of the National Archives. 



1987-05-25 10:41 AISEC1 MARYFIELD 02317 2057 P.14 

Independent Radio Network's National E11ction Phou, in Pro;romm1 

11tract trom Intorvi•w with Marqar•t Thatcher - 24 MDY 1987 

aueationori I want to ask you a couple of questions about the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement and how it affects life in Northern Ireland, Can you explain to 
the listening audience just exactly what rights the majority of people in 
Northern Ireland had which were not exten~ed to the majority population 
before you signed the Anglo-Irish Agreement and could you further state that 
since Storfflont was prorogued in 1972 are you saying that by having signed the 
Agreement that British Ministers did in fact discriminate against the 

minority community. 

Mrs, Thatchers Now, on the majority community, as you know at the beginning 
of the Anglo-Irish Agreement there i1 an undertaking recognised by the 

Republic that there should be no change in the status of Northern Ireland 

without the consent of the majority of people in the province. And of 

course, you are not only to have the consent of the majority in Northern 

Ireland it would also have to go through tho Westminster parlioment, That is 
in an Agreement which is deposited with the United Nations. And that, 

therefor•, is much firmer than it ever was before. Now you then ask about 

1972 and Stormont. I think before 1970, ye, there was, I believe, there wa, 

discrimination against the minority community. We have done our level best 

to see that there is no discrimination now because it is totally alien to 

everything we believe in, People have certain riqhts bacause they are 

residents in Ulster, in the province of Northern Ireland, and I hope and 

I 
believe that any discrimination that there had been has gone. We would very )<; 
much like the people of Northern Ireland to get together again, all 

communitie1 ond to have their own devolved Governm•nt DI they used to have, 
They u1ed to have Stormont, we've had several 901 at getting a new Stormont 

going again without very m~ch 1ucce11. You are asking m• queatione, may I 

put, moat earnestly, one point to you. No-one will be more delighted, more 
pleased, more deeply pleased than we shell be when the different communities 

in Northern Ireland find it possible to 9et to9ether to have their own 
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devolved Government in Stormont and when that happen, the things which they 

can decide in Stormont will no longer b• able to be d•cided in the present 

way under the Anglo-Irish Agreement, not decided but consulted under the 

Agreement because the decisions actually are taktn by the Government, by the 

British Government on the matter of Northern Ireland. 

Mr, Murphys Mrs. Thatcher, if I could put a point to you. One opinion poll 

during the week suggested there could be a hung-Parliament with the many 

varieties of Unionists actually holding the balance of power and they have 

made it clear that if they were in that position they would say to you we 

want to renegotiate or at least scrap the Anglo-Irish kgreement. Is it 

renegotiable? 

Mrs, Thatc:hers No. The Anglo-Irish Agreement was put to the House of 

Commons and passed with an overwhelming majority. It was put to the House of 

Lords and similarly passed. It's therefore been pas1ed through Parliament 

and its been registered as an Agreement with the United Nations. There is a 

clause in the Anglo-Irish Agreement which says that it will be reviewed in 

course of time and it will, of course~i-n)cour,e of time, but I 

do not anticipate that that review would lead in any way to an abrogatio~ 

~~e A9~oo~ont. I~o voiy, v••Y di~lloult ~o go~ oomothing whioh io aooopttlblo 
-to all parts of the community in Northern Ireland. And you're guite right, 

if there were a hung-Parliament it could, as part of it, have all kinda of 

small parties. The Ulster Unionist,, Dr. Paisley's party, the Republican 

party in Northern Ireland and they could exact all kinds of promise, a1 a 

condition of continuing the coalition and that would mean that it would not 

be the great interests ot the whole ot the British people and the whole ol 

the United Kingdom that were considered when decision, were reached, it would 

be a tiny little minority trying, in fact, to 1ay what should and what should 

not bapp•n. That would be thoroughly undemocratic. The real thing though in 

Northern Ireland is for both communities, both tradition,, to get tog•th•r 

and say look, for the sake of the future o! our children let's just sat some 

things aside and start to work together in a way we haven't before and then 

it could perhaps really defeat the terrorists who bedevil the life of so many 

good and honourable citizens in Northtrn Ireland, 
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