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S E C R E T 

RECEIVED 
ANGLO-IRISH SECTION 

Date ;J.S} ~ 

17 Grosvenor Place 

SWlX 7HR 

25 February 1987 

Dea r Eamon 

Call on the Prime Minister, Mrs Thatcher -
23 February 1987 

I paid a farewell call on the Pri~e Minister ~rs ~hatcher at 10 Downing 

Street before lunch on Monday , 23 ?ebruary. I spent about 35 minute s 

wi th her . Charles Powell, ~he Private Secretary in he r Office who deal s 

with external relations was also ?resent and took notes. 

(When making appoint ments for farewell calls some weeks ago I had sounded 

out Powell informally on whetner it would be app r opria te to seek to cal l 

on the Prime Minister . He told me t hat this almost never done - he 

could only recall one case in his time in th e . :fic e - but at the same 

time - " knowing of her concern abouc t he issue 5 with which you are 

conc erned" he thought such a call , if it coul:::: ':: e arranged, might be a 

300d idea and he wo u ld contac t ~e s hortly bef o :e my departure - as in 

fact he did - if such a me eting could be arranged ) . 

Mrs :hatcher was personally affable tone throughout but at th e same time 

she ,1sed th e occasion to make two points •1ecy st:ongl y : ( 3 ) :-,er 

coi'1Illitment to the Agreement - "the wh ol e Agr ee me~: in all its pacts "; 

and (b) her c ontinuing dissatisfaction a t the =es 1 l. :s ac hie ved in 01c 

cro ss border security cooperation. On the latte : ?Cin e the t ~e me and 

content of what she had to say was rathe r simil a ~ : ~ wh at s ~e had said in 

meetings with t he 7aoise~~ - parti cula rl y in r e::: : 1a: y - ~ast ye~r buc 

her tone was quieter and.;,olemic. :he basic p ro:::~ e::i i :1 c...ec ·.; 1e·w - and 

s he r eturned to this point on several oc casions - : J : ~at J u t l i:1 is 

simply not able to commit sufficient resources : o ~1 ::1 cain t ~e le vel of 

intensive sur ve i llance work that is need on our JiM e o f : he borjer . 

I began the meeting by saying t hat while~ did not have specific 

instructions, I was sure that the 7aoiseach, Dr ritzGerald, would wan t me 

to convey his good wishes to her; and that, tho ~gh I was not explicitly 

authorised to speak on behalf of his probable successor, I believe d and 

hoped that the same thing would apply. We talked a bit about my immi nent 

transfer and about the post which I am about to cake up in Dublin. 

Mrs Thatcher then said, very firmly indeed, that s he held to and would 

continue to hold very strongly to the Anglo-Irish Agreement "in all its 

parts•. It was not possible to be selective about it - it was a-n~ 

international agreement and as such had to be upheld. She was quite firm 
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about that. I said in reply that no doubt an incoming Go vernment 

would want . to consider their progra mme and policies ac a n ear ly da te and 

that I h,iid · heard Mr Haughey tell Brian ?arrell in 3 television int e r ·1i ew 

::ifter the election which had been s hown on 3BC, 34lfr' t hat he ·,1ou l d want to 

sit down at an early date for discussion wit h t hose who are operating t he 

Agreement. I also recalled t hat ~r Ha ughey had stated publicl y some time 

ago that any incoming Irish Government would want to respect t he 

international agreements entered into by 3 previous Irish Government 

unless and until t hey were c hanged or renegotiated. 

I sa i 1 t hac t he negotiati o n of t he ~greement had led to good c hannels o f 

co mmunication between t he t wo Go ver nm ents a nd c hat I : hou g ht it wou ld be 

ic?Ortant at l east t o keep t ho se channels o f c o r:ir.,unicaci o n ope n , 

:1rs ':' hatc her co nsidered t he po i nt f'J: 3 moment and, t J rning ::: o Charles 

? owell, s.3.i d " i: expect c ha::: ·,1oub be a -; oo d i dea". ( Comment: I t ook 

t ~is as s r.owing, o n b rief : e f ! ec :::i on , a general appr oval o f E~::- t her u se, 

i n ,be cou rs'=, of c t': e .:i..::- :nsc: ong/ :,Jal l / channel if an i "c o ming Irish 

Go vern~ent · .. 1s he3 c o :nail o f i :::. :)n the wa y ou t to t he car Powel l cold 

:-1e that r. e hu j not ed t his c a r e fJi l ! in ~ i s :-1 i n1:::e a nd aobert Ar mstro ng, 

after a d in ne r ~h ic h he ga ve E~r ~s t he follo wing e vening, mentione d t hat 

he ';ad no ted t r. i s :)oin r:. 1r, ? 'J',i<:: lL ' s :-1i .. J ::: e) . 

~rs ~hate r. er, s pea ki ng c a l mly r ::i t t e : t ha n emoti o nall y , we nt on to express 

d isappoint:-1ent a c wha t i s j ~ ing achi e v'.? J i n t he fi~ l d o f 3ecu rit y 

co operation. She said c ha t tr.'.?r e 1s s i~pl y nc · i ng li ke enough 

s ur ·1eillance o n ou r si d e o f :::r. e ::. 0 r d er and tha ~ s r. e r eally doubted if we 

had t he reso~ r ces a vailable c o d e voc e to th is - 9ac t i c J larl y 1ranted the 

~e cy h i g ~ cri ~e le vels in Dub li n. She 3pok e o ~ ~or tar attac ks acr o ss t he 

bo rder and o f t he 3eat hs of me mb-=r s of : ~e Sec~:i : y ~o rces - part i cu lar 

1ounger ~e mbers o f t he RUC; and s ~e ~ l ai ~e d - 3 ~,:,inc a n ~h ic h we had 

s ome discussion - that violence agai n s t c:-:e sec·1::i c! f :) rces had :::een 

increasing ra c her than diminishing. 

At one point, while repeating very strongl y ":er ~--; :-:- i. :-e:; ::: :: ) :ill :ispec ts 

o f t he Agreement, she said reflecti vely "! pai d ~: : : :-e co se s o n:.! s i d e" 

( ie in terms of increased violence) "I had •,1anc ~:: :, :. ,) t :-.e : '.q :-,d ) f 

Agreement very different.• I asked, in or der c o : :: .:, · ... ~- ·~::,:, ·J c, ·.,r.ec r-.e r 

s he meant something more radical? She ref:): i ed " : : -:L : :: :·,, ·: e :.e.rn t 

better security - some day I shall te ll you abo ~: L:'. 

I replied to all of this by spea king of t he cha n '. '. ,: c..3 :. n.:: : :-.e Lr :1 :1g e 1:1ents 

for police liaison set up under t he Agreement a :-: ~ c:-:e :-: ee d : o ~se t hem 

fully to convey information abouc any prooler.is ~:.j : ') s ~oo t h o! t any 

difficulties. I said that the Go vernr.ient,. and '.:-:de e :: a ny :~ i s n 

Government, had always been ready co commit what ~as :. e ce3sar y by ~a y of 

resources for security. I had heard the ~aoiseach a nd Mi nisters e x?ress 

their puzzlement in the past however at hearing o n occasion criticism 

such as she had just voiced which did not appear to fit with other 

comments about good security cooperation and which di.d not seem to be 

substantiated in the exchanges at the police and operating levels. I 

also spoke of the different conditions on the southern side of the border 

and the fact that the police and security forces, being more acceptable 

to the local community than their opposite numbers on the other side, do 

not need to blacken their faces and hide in the undergrowth to keep track 
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of what is happening. I mentioned also that, while I was not privy to 

the details of exchanges in the security field I believe there had been a 

good deal of discussion between the two police forces over the past year 

about practical aspects of their work including surveillance methods. I 

al3o spoke of the attitude to the police in certain areas north of the 

border and said that the fact that attacks on the security forces took 

place in these areas was often du e to that rather than to the use of our 

territory; and I u sed a phrase sometimes used by John Hume "the border 

is the same length on both si des". ~She took this up in a somewhat 

different sense t han intended and used it again to make the point that we 

s imply did not - and probably cou ld not - c ommit enough resources or 

manpower on our side to do what was needed. On t heir side t here were 

7,000 RUC and tho u sands of s o ldiers a nd 1t still did not seem to be 

enough - those in vol ved in violence had become extremely sop histicated 

and a very sophisticated operation was nee ded to deal with them. "If the 

?eople dor,nstairs (we were sitti ng a bove tr. e Cabi~et 2oom) had di v ided it 

di EEerent'-(J when t he y came to d1v1 de 1t, •,.;e ·,.;0 ,1 1.j na ,;e a defen1ble border 

by now". (7his was a r eference t o t he a ~igina l ~ecision on partition). 

~ rs :hatcher's refere nce to t he proo l e m f o r 1s , as she saw it, of a lack 

of reso ,Jrces for secur it y p,Jq:Joses o n o,H .;i de o f tr.e border, led her on 

t o cefer to t he h igh cri ~e rate in Du ~li n a nd t o econo ~i c difficulties 

and high afmigration whic:1 woul d no r:l oubt co ntinue to : eoccupy the Irish 

Government. She spoke of t he increased f lo w o f i ~migr ~n ts to this 

country - e specially young people - and oE t ~e welfare burdens which t hey 

i~pose. I n reply i acknowledged that we do i ndeed ha ve increased 

~igration but t :iat a more i ~portant a nd mo re si3nif ic ant a spect of it 

is :hat, as a recent 33C -;:v programme showed - ;:,any hig hl 1 :r..:alifl e d 

young people are taking jobs abroad in this councry and o n che 

Continent. I said I thought that the mo vement o f young ne wly -qu a l ified 

engineers and computer scientists was what was si3nifica n: ra t~ er th an 

t hdt of ,.;elfare recipients although no dou:::it t hece has '>?e n so;ce i ncrease 

in that. 

S he said chat , thankfully. one good thing :1i::Jouc ou r re c-::! , : .;; ~ec ci o n :-. a d 

been that Sinn Fein had not done too well. I agreed wi: :: : >i., J n::i quoted 

che figures for their percentage support and : otal Eir~: ; :':; f ~ ~e nce ~a ces 

to show how they had fared. 

Cl-=arly ;,1rs ':'hatcher's cwo r.iain themes at present, rep e...i :~ ,j ::'. a ny t i::ies 

d~ring our discussion, are the need to hold to al! aspecc s o f t ~ ~ 

Agreer.ient and a fairly rooted belief that, while she d 0~s no t i n any way 

regret the Agreement, it is her Government and securit y f o rces in 

Northern Ireland who have taken all the "kicks" while we o n 0 1H side have 

been unable - and possibly may never be able, to give an adequate 

response by way of security cooperation. At one point moving away from 

the security issue, I acknowledged our disappointment at what seemed to 

be the quite unreasonable fears on the unionist side and their rejection 

of efforts to get talks on devolution under way. Her comment was •au 

fear is unreasonable•; and she repeated the old point that the SDLP, 

granted the existence of the Agreement through which Dublin Ministers 

speaks on their behalf, have now no incentive to get into talks on 

devolution themselves. I replied strongly on this point that I was sure 

that serious and active politicians would always want to avail of the 

opportunity to speak for themselves and their own constituents rather 

than have someone else do it on their behalf. 
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COMMENT 

Somethin~ more than half of our 35 min~te discussion was d evoted co t he 
security issue and on the substance of this point ilrs 'I' hatc her was very 
critical not so much of the will as of the capacity to make an adequate 
response on our side. At che same time I should emphasise that her tone 
throughout was not sharp and thac, as the ~hrase has it, she appeared to 
be speaking •more in sorrow (or indeed in resignation) than in anger•. 
She several times i~e,&;:..~d the flow of what she had been say ing to 
speak relatively warrnfj(to'me about my time here; and towards the end of 
o~ r discussion at o ne point she said "don't take it all too badly I 
always say it and I shall go o n saying ic" . 

. :i.s I mentioned aao ve ?.oberc Armstrong touc hed briefly on the ;,re vio.1 s 
day s meeting after a din ner whic h he ~osted for u s the foll owing evening~ Me e:q:iressed a certain anused sy':'.pachy for :ne, knowing from his reajing 
o f t he minutes o f t he r:ieeti ng t hat '.1rs :'hatcher had gone on a bit on the 
security issue but he was rea ss~ring about her basic attitud e to the 
Agreeme nt. I said that_~ hile I was not privy to all the detail o f the 
exchanges on t he security front a nd had no t in any case wanted to be too 
argu:nentatt ·1 e in :ny fare',.;el l call on i::r:e ?~ime tlinister I had thoug:-:t 
d ifficulties and c r icicis~s h3ci j een s o rted out at police level by no w. 
~h ile t here was no opportu nity to get int o detail on the point he did 
mention that he t hough t there :.1 a y ha 11e been s oi'.'€ pr ob lems ac senior 
police level recentl y . 

overall I think it woulj be well in reading t h:J report not to take 
'.!rs :' hatc her's, criticisms as e x;:,ressed to me, : oo badl y - o r rat her, in 
a 5sessing what 5 he said, to a llow f'll ly f:.H :1 e r si:: 1 1e and te npera ment . 
S he remains f'Jlly commited to the Agree:nent - and co:-::,:ntted to the full 
Agreement - bu t, granted that, as we ~now , s he ci'J "?S :1::ic ha ve a ·1 ery d eep 
historic sense of the whole problem, she is disappointed tr.at so far it 
do es not seem to have achieved the peace and sta ~L:i : ; ~~i~h s~e :1aj 
r: oped for. 

'!ours sincerely 

No el Dorr 
Ambassador 

Mr Eamon O ':'uatha i 1 
Assistant Secretary 
Department of foreign Affairs 
Dublin 2 
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