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!RISH EMBASSY. LONDON . 

1 December 1 987 

Dear Assistant Secretary 

I had a brief conversation with Sir Robert Armstrong at a social 

function last evening (Tuesday), when I raised with him the question 

and answer at Prime Minister's question s earlier in the day. I 

told him we had been surprised and upset at the terms of the answer 

and at the timing - when the Dail was debating the safeguards 

question. 

Sir Robert in reply mentioned his recent visit to Dublin and his 

conversations there - including that with the Taoiseach - and said 

he thought Dublin should not in fact have been at all surprised at 

the reaction in London. He added that he did not think that the 

real disappointment which was f:lt in regard to these developments 

should carry over to the meeting in Copenhagen. "She is likely to 

have rows with everybody else - there seems no reason why she should 

have one with the Taoiseach". 

Sir Robert went on to talk about the importance he attached to the 

Anglo-Irish Agreement, which, he said, had changed everything in 

Northern Ireland. What he was conveying was his view that, whatever 

about the present difficulties about extradition, he did not see any 

question arising regarding the future of the Agreement. 

Yours sincerely 

0 I ,~:b{-J, 
Andrew O'Rourke 
Ambassador 
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TO 
FOR 

I II II 

HQ 
A/S GAL LA GHER 

FR0'4 LO NDON 
F R O lfi T E D S M Y T H 

1 SPOKE TO BERNARD I NGHAM THIS MORN IN& WHO SAID ''WE 
ARE NO T GO I NG TO COPE NHAGEN LOOKING FOR TROUBLE BUT 

·[ MRS. THATCHER WILL OF COURSE EXPRESS HER CO NCERN AND 
MISGIVINGS TO THE TAOISEACH' '. INGHA M ADDED THAT HE MADE 
IT CLEAR TO THE LO B~Y LAST NIGHT THAT LONDON WAS NOT 
LOOKING FOR A ROW I N COPE NHAGEN. AS FOR BRIEFING IN 
COPENHAGEN HE THOUGHT HE WOULD SAY THAT THE PM SPOKE 
FRANKLY AS SHE ALWAYS DOES . 

HE DOES NOT EXPECT ANY FOLLOW UP IN TODAY 'S PM QUESTION TIME 
ON EXTRADITION BUT I WILL BE THERE IN ANY CASE. 

END 
SENT 
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AMBASAID NA hEIREANN, LONDAIN 17, GROSVENOR PLACE, 
SWlX 7HR 

• Telephone: 01-235 2171 

TELEX: 916104 

IRISH EMBASSY, LONDON 

3 December 1987 

Dear Assistant Secretary 

BACKGROUND TO PRIME MINISTER'S QUESTION TIME REMARKS ON EXTRADITION 

There are conflicting reports in London about whether Mrs Thatcher's 
remarks were orchestrated or not. The NIO Press Officer, Leigh 
Jackson, was at great pains to assert that Michael Mates had not 
been put up to asking a question. She said that the Political and 
Parliamentary Secretaries in Downing Street were adam4nt about 
this. 

However, Mike Burns of RTE told me confidentially that he had been 
alerted by a British official before Question Time to expect a 
question on NI. 

Finally, whatever about the British Embassy's efforts at damage 
limitation, the outpouring of tabloid editorial criticism in 
yesterday's media does not happen without an official steer. 

The realisation yesterday and today that the criticism was counter­
productive may have the useful result of making the press briefing 
of the en marge Copenhagen meeting more constructive. 

Yours sincerely . 

Ted Smyth 
Press and Information Officer 

Mr Dermot A Gallagher 
Assistant Secretary 
Anglo-Irish Division 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Dublin 2 

©NAI/TSCH/2017/10/19



OUBLIN 
F-A1 LON 

C286 

1ST DECEMBER 1987 

IMMEDIATE 
========-

TO HQ 
FOR ASSISTANT SEC GALLAGHER FRO M TED SMYTH 
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ruRTHER TO MY PREVIOUS, IN PRI ME MINISTER'S QUESTION TIME TODAY 
(1 DECEMBER) MICHAEL MATES MP ASKED WHETHER THE IRISH ESTRAOlTlON 
SAFE-GUARDS WERE I N DIRECT CONFLICT WIT H THE EUROPEAN CONVENTION, 
WHETHER THEY VIOLATE D THE 1965 ACT WIT H PRIMA FACIA RULES TO 
MAKE BRITAIN LEAST FAVOURED AND WHAT POSSIBLE JUSTIFICATION 
WAS THERE? 

MRS THATCHER SAID THAT THE IRISH GOVERN MENT HAD TAKEN THE 
DECISION TO RATIFY THE CONVE NTION ON TERRORIS M BUT · ''WE REGRET 

I 
THAT NOTWITHSTANDING OUR REPRESENTATIO NS, THEY ARE UNFORTUNATELY , t~ TAKING FURTHER MEASURES. IT f..2.,1.Lb.D MAKE EXTRA DITION MORE DIFFICULT 

' BECAUSE IT IS PROPOSED ~OGIVE~ ROLE TO THE IRISH ATTORNEY-
G E N E R A L W H E R E B Y H E M U S T S A T I S F Y. -~ .. H I M S E L F A S TO TH E I N TE N T I O N T 0 
P R O S E C U T E A F U G IT I V E A N D A S · T O T'H:E S U F F I C I E N C Y' 0 F T H E E V I D E N C E • .' 
~E ARE NATURALLY CONCERNED ABO~t THE COMPATIBILITY OF THIS WITH 
THE CONTINUANCE OF THE VIABLE E*TRADITION ARRA NGE MENTS WITHIN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES. IT IS ESSENT.I--AL THAT WE MA 'INTAIN EFFECTIVE 
EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS SO THAT TH~RE IS NO HIDING PLACE FOR 
TERRORISTS. WHAT THE REPUBLIC IS DOING I N TAKI NG THESE STEPS 
IS MAKING US THE LEAST FAVOURED· NATION I N THIS MATTER''. 

CECIL WALKER, UNI ON I ST MP, SAID THE RE WAS GREA T PU BLIC CON CE RN 
IN NORTHERN IRELA ND ABOU T THE LEGALISATION AND ASKED IF SHE 

•••n~ ~~rTHH EES SOOUUTT~HEERR~N.:-(G;"'coi\viEE~RUNttMflEfiN~Tfww .{R E -N O -T H A P Py 
LEGALISATIO~ WHICH IS UNWORKABLE AND 

''THERE IS A RISK THAT EXTRADITION .£..Q.YJ...O BECOME 
BECAUSE OF THESE NEW MEASURES. IT WOULD BE A 
FROM EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS UNDER WHICH NO 
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