
Reference Code:  

Creation Dates:  

Extent and medium: 

Creator(s):  

2017/10/25 

8 May 1987 

8 pages 

Department of the Taoiseach 

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 
reproduced with the written permission of the 
Director of the National Archives. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

SDLP Constituency Issues 

1. The question of SDLP constituency concerns and issues in 

relation to the forthcoming general election has been 

discussed at the Secretariat on numerous occasions over 

recent months and was raised by the Tanaiste at his informal 

meeting with Secretary of State King on 6 April and at the 

Conference meeting on 22 April. 

2. The Secretariat believes that King and the Northern Ireland 

Office take very seriously the need to be helpful to the 

SDLP in the election. It is clear from King's public and 

private remarks about the results in our general election 

that it is an important priority to ensure that Sinn Fein do 

badly also in the election in the North. 

3. Dr. Hendron and Mr. McGrady have provided the Department 

with a list of local issues and concerns in their 

constituencies (attached). The Secre tariat has handed these 

to the British side as matters where Government action would 

be extremely helpful to the SDLP. 

Mr. Mallon has indicated that he will be meeting Northern 

Ireland officials on local issues next week and does not 

wish us to raise local matters until, if necessary, after 

that meeting. 

Mr. Hume's office has indicated that t here are no immediate 

issues that we could raise at the moment. 

West Belfast 

4. A meeting with the British side was held in the Secretariat 

on 5 May to discuss ways of enhancing SDLP prospects in West 

Belfast. The British side expressed optimism about 

Hendron's prospects in the election and indicated that the 

list of projects would be approached favourably. 
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Dr. Hendron met Minister Needham on 6 May. Hendron was 
offered and accepted a briefing next week on new road plans 
for West Belfast that will allow him to go public before the 
plans are made public. He has also been offered a briefing 
on the Belfast Urban Development Plan. The British side has 
informed the Secretariat that Minister Needham intends to 
follow up the issues raised by Dr. Hendron with urgency. 

General Election 

5. The Taoiseach and Tanaiste could indicate to the SDLP 
leaders that we will be happy to raise any additional local 
issues that may be of assistance to them. 

0574F 
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THE GUESTION OF SDLP DESIDERATA 
ELECTION HERE . HAS BEEN DISCUSSED ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS IN RECENT 
MONTHS AND WAS PRESSED BY THE TANAISTE WITH KING AT dOTH OF THEIR 
MEETINGS INCLUDIN& THE RECENT CONFERENCE. IT HAS BEEN PURSUED IN 
THE SECRETARIAT WITH OFFICIALS AND STORMONT MINISTERS PERSISTENTLY. 

I 
THERE ARE GENERAL AND DETAILED REASONS FOR dELlE~I ~G THAT KI~G AND 
rlIS A;):-11:IISTRATIJN HERE TAKE VERY SERIJUSLY I.lDEE CI Trli; ;JEED TO d~ 
HELPFUL TO THE SDLP IN THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIO:i. IT IS CLEAR FROM 
KING'S PUBLIC AND PRIVATE REMARKS ABOUT THE RESULTS IN THE RECENT 
G EN E R A L E L E C T I O N IN- T H E S O UT H T HAT IT I S Mi I M PO RT A N T PR I O R I TY T O 

. ENSURE THAT SINN FEIN DO BADLY ALSO IN THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIO~ IN 
: .. T.H.E' NORTH. . ., . ·._. ~. 

JHE ~000 ON THE PART OF H[NISTERS ANO OFFICIALS IN STORMONT Aaout THL.• 
SDLP'~ CHANCES IN THE FORTHCOMING ELECTION IS CAUTIOUSLY POSITIVE-

OVERALL. SOME BELIEVE THAT THE SDLP'S CHANCES ARE EXCELLENT AND THAT 
HENDRON, FOR EXAMPLE, CAN WITH A CONSIDERABLE EFFORT WIN IN ~EST 
BELFAST. IT MUST BE SAID HOJEVER THAT THERE IS A GENERAL FEi;Ll~G 
THAT THE SDLP IN WEST SE(FAST IN PARTICULAR HAS NOT ~ORKED TrlE GROUND 
HARD ENOUGH. THIS AREA IS CONTRASTED WITH FJR EXAMPLE FOYLE ~HERE 
THE SDLP PROFESSIONAL ~ACHINE IS SAID TO BE VERY EFFECTIVE IN TERMS 
OF . FOLLOW-UP' AND o'ELIVERY. 

IT IS QUITE CLEAR FROM YESTERDAY'S MEETING IN THE SECRETARIAT ON ~EST 
a EL F AST I S S U E S A:1 D T H E F O L L OW - THRO U G H T H I S :-10 R iU tl G 1:3 Y iH N I ST ER 
RICHARD NEEDHAM WITH HENDRON THAT THE NEED TO 3E AS HELPFUL AS 
PRACTICALLY POSSIBLE TO THE SDLP IS A VERY HIGH PRIORITY • ..IE HAVE 
R E PO R T E D I '.I A S E R I E S O F ME S S AG E S J :1 . TH I S S E T O F •'. C rl A NG E S I • E • :i O 5 • 
451C, 453C AND 459C AND HAVE ALSO FAXED TO CORR i E LIST OF ITEMS 
THAT WE HAVE REQUESTED SHOULD BE TAKEN UP. 

\IE ARE PURSUING TODAY A SET OF ITEMS OF CO IC .:~ ,I ; J :iC Gil.ACIY ~;10 
MALLON IN THEIR RESPECTIVE CONSTITUE~ClES. 

WE DO NOT AT THE MOMENT HAVE ANY INDICATION OF SPECIFIC ~E~UIREHENTS 
ON THE PART OF HUME auT WE ARE OF COURSE RE~DY TO ACT J ,i Trl0SE ALSv 
IF HE SO WISHES. '..IE ALSO STAi~D READY TO Puil.SUE C,J :!3TIT ,Ji: ., C't' ISSUE,) 
WHICH MIGHT SE OF Cb1CERN TO OTHER SDLP CANDIDATES. IT ~JULCI 3E 
I MP ORT A 11 T THAT WE HAVE AN EARLY IND I CAT I ON O F T HE I il. il. E Q U I ;{ E :'I E ,l TS A ,1 D 

THAT THOSE REQUIRE i-1 ENT S SHOULD BE ' ' RE AL IS TIC ' ' • ., E ,<\ H CJ ;1 Fl DE. ,IT 
THAT WE WILL IN ALL CASES BE ABLE ~O HAVE T~ESE M~TTE RS CO~SlDERED 
CAREFULLY AND POSITIVELY AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL HERE. 

POSTAL VOTING 

YOU '..llLL HAVE NOTED, AS FURTHER EVIDENCE OF BinTI5H HLLl ,iG ilESS TO dE 
HELPFUL, THE POSITIVE RESPONSES TOO CEALLAIGH'S RE uU EST FvR 
ASSISTAIICE ON BEHALF OF ~IALL0 14 AND RODGERS ON POSBL VOTLlG PR06LE,1S. 

SECURITY MATTERS 
----------------
HI AO O IT ION TO ECO rt OM IC AND SOC I AL ISSUES AR IS I :I G LI IND IV ID UAL 
CONSTITUENCIES, WE ARE PRESSI;lG THE AUTHORITIES HERE VERY HARD FOR 
DELIVERY I~ RELATION TO OVERALL SECURITY MATTERS BOTN AT THE POLICY 
LEVEL A ;rn THE LOCAL CO rrn UN IT Y LEVEL • WE ARE STRESS I ... G T tH. NEED FOR 
GREAT SENSITIVITY, THE NEED FOR A SYSTEMATIC EFFORT TO CONTACT LOCAL 
COMMUNITY LEADERS IN THE NATIONALIST COMMUNITY USI IIG THE SDLP ANO THE 
NEED FOR ACTfON ON GENERAL ISSUES ~HICH WOUtD BE REASSURING I.E. 
SAMPSJN A~D CODE OF CONDUCT 1~ PARTICULAR. 
TAN A IS TE ' s · LETT E R 

WE HAVE TOLD OUR OPPOSITE NUMBERS THAT A MESSAGE IS IN PREPARATION. 
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THIS SHOULD COME TO MINISTERS HERE VERY QUICKLY. 

BRITISH CONCERNS 

THE BRITISH SIDE HAVE REQUESTED STRONGLY THAT THE IRISH· GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD REFRAIN ITSELF FROM CLAIMING CREDIT FOR MATTERS Oij WHICH THERE 
MAY NOW BE PROGRESS WHICH ARE REQUIRED BY THE SDLP IN THE CONTEXT OF 
THE FORTHCOMING ELECTION • . 

I THINK IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE SDLP SHOULD MOVE VERY QUICKLY NOW 0N 
ALL OF THEIR ISSUES BOTH DIRECTLY AND THROUGH THE SECRETARIAT BEARl~G 
IN HIND THAT BRITISH MINISTERS WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY DISAPPEAR FRO~ 
STOR~ONT SOME TIME NEXT ~EEK. 
II I II ©NAI/
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453C 

6.5.37 

TO rlQ FROM BELFAST 

I II I I 
.. 
-.- . 

~,:' ·~ ..,;y • .,. • 

HENDRON 

FOR CORR FROM O CEALLAIGH 

·- ·,. "> •• 

:.. 

THE OTHER SIDE HAVE RE?ORTED or~ THE lEETiilG 1rn ICH TOJK PLACE 3ET.Hc:. ,l 
HE rm RON A rm M HI IS T = K NEE DH ,HI TH I S ,· l OR :i I :i G , TO ',J H IC H REFER E il CE 'HS 
r-1 A D E I :-1 0 UR : 1 E E T I r l G H ~ RE Y E S T E R D A Y • H E :, :> R 0 ,J '.l AS A C C O ,'1 P Ail I E D d Y 
ATT~OOD AND BOO~ER. ~EEDrlAM IS I~ CHARGE OF ENVIRON MENT AND HEALTH . 
ISSUES. 

WE ARE TOLD THAT NEEDHAM WAS VERY P0SITIVE TOWARDS HE NDRON'S COHCER~S 
ArlD THAT HE TOLD HENDRO:l THAT HE 'rlOULD DO ANYTHUIG AND EVE ,~YTHidG I :~ 
HIS PO \·JER TO ASSIST rlE :rnRO:l Hf HIS FIGHT FOR THE 1JEST BELFAST SEAT. 

IN ADDITION TO THE MATTERS WHICH WERE ON JOE'S SHOPPIUG LIST A ~J~8ER 
OF HEATLTH MATTERS WHICH WERE ~!THIN NEEDHAM'S SPECIFIC REMIT WERE 
DISCUSSED. MOST Ot THE MATTERS WHICH HENDR , RAISED WERE I~ FACT 
HI i·l rn IS TE R VIG GERS ' ARE A (ECO fl O ;',l IC DEVELOP /-1:: 1 T) • CURRIE HAS A 
MEETING ARRANGED WITH VIGGERS FOR NEXT WEEK ; iO NEEDHAM SUGGESTE:> T0 
HEN DR Oil THAT HE . ENSURE THAT HE ALSO BE ON TH ., -:- DEL EGA T IJ ;; • 

HENDRON WAS OFFERED A~D ACCEPTED A 8RIEFING SCHEDULED FOR 12 HAY Oil 
NEW ROAD PLANS FOR '.~EST BELFAST. THIS WILL EiU1!3LE HE :'l iJRO il TO G,J 
PU 9 L I C 9 E F O R E T H E I S S U E EM E R GE S It~ T H E PUB L I C u 0 ,·I A l ; l • S I :1 I L A R L Y rl E 
HAS 9 EE N OF FER E O A BR IE FIN G . SCHEDULED FOR 1 3 i·l A Y 0 ,J TH i: i3 ELF AST J ~ J"' ,i 
DEVELOP ;1 E ,.J T PLAN • . I fl ADD IT ION HE 'II ILL 8 E ON T rl E .:i u LP DEL E \.J AT I ,j r·I 
,1EETING KI 1·JG IN LONDON ON 14 MAY. 

THE OT HE R S I DE I N F ORME D US T HA T. NU ;,1 E ROUS F O LL J ., .J? r' 0 I d T S EX I 3 T ;.. S A 
RESULT OF THE i·lEETING THIS ; IQRNI.~G A:~j THAT ilEi:: Gi1A,l IS )f.Tc.R . II.~cD TO 

F O L L :J .~ T d E !·l U P \•J I T H T H E G R E A T E S T ? ,J S S I 8 L E J K ~ ::. i C Y • ri :: : I!) K J , I 1 : i F J K , k u 

T H E B R IT I S H S I D E T rl A T H E I iH E i·lD S T O C A L L A P R E S S C O N F E R E i l C E L A T ~ r{ 
THIS WEEK TO PUBLICISE HIS MEETI~G ~ITH THE BRITISH AND TO PUdLICISE 
THE MATTERS HE HAS RAISED. THE REASON FOR THE DELAY IS THAT HE 
FEELS, AND THE BRITISH AGREE, THAT HE WOULD aE SWAMPED BY OTHER 
EVENTS - PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON SECURITY AND IRA FUNERAL TOD~Y. 
HOWEVER THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT PRESS STATEME~TS WILL NOT ISSUE 
TO-DAY. 
I// II 

251"0 
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FR ·J:1 3ELFAST 
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(a\0_k:J -C'f_:J8 -
P~J?0SALS FOR WEST 3ELFAST ;~ ·~ 

F'B ,) TUATHAIL FRJ il LILLIS .i_ ~0-4 __ _ 
'-'E 11AO A MEETI:,G 1)4 THE SECRE.TARIH TODAY TO DI5CUSS--~WAYS0i-~t-­
E :Hi A'. IC ING THE S D LP ' S ? ROS PE CT S Iii w E ST a EL FAST 1:1 THE F O iH ri CO iU Nu 
ELECTION. 

PRESENT ON THE 8RITISH SIDE ~ERE ELLIOTT, HEWITT A~O ~CCO"NELL. 
0 CEALLAIGH ANO CORR WERE ALSO PRESE~T ON THE IRISH SIDE. 

THE OTHER SIDE ARE O?TI~ISTIC AdJUT rlE i1DR0N'S ?RJSPECTS OF TAKING THE 
S!AT. TYEY BELIEVE THAT A)A IS ~ILL REJUIRE 2-3JJJ VOTiS ~ORETHA~ I~ 
1?33 TO OFFSET TjJ ~ACT J~j: T,E FACT THAT ?OS5I JI LITIES FJR 
PERS J:I AT I .) I · ,r LL 3 f. :j i< E-. TL Y -~ C: ) JC: u T ,-ii S T I IS , A , ) T rl E r,:, CT 
TrlE :H IS dO ALLIA1CE CA ,ic>I)AE ST-. ·D1 :1G . 

T rl E Y ,J E R E C R I T I C A L ,) F T H E P E 'l F J i< . I -. ' I C E 1) F T H E S D L P T O .:> A T E 0 a 
iH '( - r:.) -:) A y Is s j Es I 'J T .-E C .) l j r IT J E JC y A '. ID s u 'JG Es r ED T rl AT THE s i) L p 
CA ;tP,U 'j ' , SHJ ULD F,JC:.J5 Jrt .-\DA 13 ' S -iJHC -);II ,1..iS AS A i(i:.PRESE i1TATIVE A :,u 
iJ ,I THE FACT T'HT THE SJL? ;, ,),/ riAv'E A ?Er< ,-, ;. ;1E :1T FULL-Til'IE OFFICE Iii 
THE CONSTITUENCY. 

T:,EY AE REA DY T.) ;..5s r ~T .-1E :1.)'{) ;, r ·; A,JY ?'rlA C :c.:. L ,IA '( I ;·j rlIS 
c ,u? A IG :, • 1 r:i L> T E r1 .1 EE .) .1 .\ '. l .JI L L .1:: i:. r r1 I , 1 T .Ii , i< r1. J ., T 0 c J i1 s Io ER A L Is T 

_, 

, OF ;>'( ,)JECT5 F•JR ,JEST aELFAST SU8 i1 ITTED SY TrlE 50Lr' . .JHICrl ilLidT dE SET 
IN 110TIO !I UTHE Ii1MED1ATE TER :1. :JE WERE TOLJ T:1-1f TrtLi LI::iT ·~ILL 
3E A?PR.JACrlED FAVOURA~LY. THEY ,dLL lJT DI.5C JU/,., _jE rlE:1:HJ:1 F~J.1 
?RESE :ITI :1G THE OUTC0 :1E OF TrlIS :lEETrnu, A 10 Fi.iTJ ,, c CJiiTACTS JUricEll 

~JO\J AND THE ELECTION, TO THE M~DIA !'.I A:·l J?-aE,..T ,l ·d. il i:i:Dr1;.,1 ../ILL 
BE E:IC 1)U<1AGED TO c3E ?05ITIVE Id HIS o·.rn :3RIEF,1j :JF TrlE PRES5. 

',-IE ?UT F -J R'.lArtO 1'\ LIST JF ?RJJECT.; j ·, ',-IHIC .- ; ACT ij i I ,; T HE CJ;ILIG .JEEK::i 
WJULO 3E HEL?FJL. THIS LIST ~AS JA3EJ 0~ Trl~T ~0?2 Lli:J JY Trii: 50LP 
T,) CO~R .IITH S·) i·li: ADDITIJ 'IS. A CJ ?Y 'nLL :3E 0 cLIJc:r<i:.) TJ ;l\:lr<r<J.-1 :H 

C-JRR rn TrlE DEPART :1E :iT • . Jc SAiJ THAT ;.Ji; ..J ::i<E ?UTTI .J:; TrlESE FOR~ARD 
U 'I O E R A R T I C L E 5 ( C ) ) F T -i E A :; 2 E E : ! E : I T , ·J J T ·.1 E '., .J J L J : , J T . I A i< E T H c F ,.-. C T 
T rl ,\ T ·,I E :1 A O ? U T T :1 E 3 E F ·) R ·,; ;. R D ? U :3 L I C A T T H ! S T I . ; i: • I ; I P A R T I C J L A R , ,j c 
EXPRESSED AriX!ETY THT T.i: PJSSI3LE A·i.lJJ .,CE ii: IT JF .~ GE;lERAL 
ELECT!O tl SrlOUL:> >JJT I .'HEHEH '.J!Trl T .1E TI. icTJdLE F0R ?UJLICATl ·) :1 •.)F 
DETAILS ,)F THE 3ELF,:'iST urn;. :, A,~ e;. PLA >I T0 ·..1.:-.Ros T HE END OF THI: il ONTH. 
THE 3RITIS:-I T.JOK THIS ?OI '. IT Oil 50Airn ANv UtlD::RTJJ,< TJ c3RIEF HE ,lO,hl il 
FULL Y O ii T H E U P LI C A T I •J:l S O F T H E ? LA 11 F OR A E S T d E LF A 5 T , 1H G H L I G rH l :~ (j 

I T S PO T E ~IT I A L F J ~ J O 9 C R E ~ T I .) ·'l I , I T H E ;. R E A • .-1 E A L S J PU T F O R 'J A R D ;. 
NUMBER OF PROPOSALS FJ~ SPECIFIC ?~JJECTS OJT~lOE THE FRAME"'ORK OF 
THE PL A 14 • 

AP A iH FROM ECO II O ,'H C / E i I 'I I RO :1 :IE :HAL I S SUES , \.IE 5 T RESSE D THE . I ;,t PORT A l·l CE 
OF SECURITY HLATED ISSUES I'I THE CJ,1I!lli CA :lPAIGN. SPECIFICALLY, ,1E 
STRESSED THE I itPORTAtlCE OF HA:IDLI:IG :iENSITIVEL'f THE FU ~IERAL T MJKK ·J..I 
OF FI~BARR MCKENNA AND URGED THAT THE RUC aE E~COURAGEQ TO INITIATE 
MORE SYSTE~ATIC CONTACTS 'JITH CO~rlUNITY LEAvERS IN 'JEST 9ELFAST. 

WE INDICATED THAT WE WOULD BE PUTTING FOR~ARO IN THE HEXT FEW DAYS 
PROPOSALS FOR PROJECTS ~HICH MIGHT BE OF BENEFIT TO SDLP CANDIDATES 
IN OTHER CO~STITUENCIES. THE OTHER SIDE SAID THAT THESE ALSO ~OULD 
BE CO~ISii>ERD FAVOURABLY AND ME,HIO~ED THAT THE .S!C''t~E.TAiU OF STATE 
WILL ~EET THE MAI~ SDL? CANDIDATES ON 14 MAY. 
/ II II 

HSO 
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Proposals for West Belfast 

Belfast Urban Area Plan 

Temporary and permanent job creation opportunities. 

Development linked specifically to West Belfast, including 
possible cooperative ventures and development of Lower 
Falls. 

Training Centres 

New training centre in West Belfast. 

Extension of facilities, particularly engineering and 
related skills, in Boucher Road training centre. 

Job creation 

Increase in number of ACE places in West Belfast. 

Utilisation of urban development grant schemes and 
additional provision of rent and rates guarantee measures. 

Establishment of a LEDU sponsored "enterprise centre" in 
Divis. 

Transfer of vacant IDB property to LEDU. 

Environmental recreational development 

Playing facilities for Cromie Albion. 

Recreational use old Dunmurry golf club land. 

©NAI/TSCH/2017/10/25
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Roads 

- 2 -

Survey Andersonstown Road from Kennedy Way junction to 
Finaghy Road junction. 

Traffic lights at Donegall/Falls Road; bottom of Whiterock 

Road; top Bingham Drive. 

Improvements to pedestrian bridge crossing on the Glen Road 

at St. Teresa's school. 

Housing 

Demolition Unity flats. 

Scheduled demolition for Divis. 

Education 

Continuation ACE grants to the Irish language nursery 

school in the Short Strand. 

Review of proposed cuts in "lollipop men" in West Belfast. 

Security forces 

0575F 

Need for continuous and closer relationship between the 

minority community and the police. 

©NAI/TSCH/2017/10/25
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Proposals for South Down 

1. Expansion Government training centre in Downpatrick through 
provision extra courses and new premises. 

2. Town centre plan for Downpatrick. 

3. DOE to properly mantain Park Lane in Warrenpoint and a road 
adjacent to Drumaness. 

4. Announcement Downpatrick by-pass. 

5. IDB premises in Moss Lane, Castlewellan, presently planned 
for storage purposes by DHSS, to be freed for industrial 
purposes. 

0574F 
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