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C258 
15TH MA Y'87 
TO BELFAST FR OM HQ 

1. WE HAVE HAD AN OPP OR TUNI TY TO DISCUSS DE VE LOP MEN TS ON THE 
LOUGHGALL EVE NTS WITH TA NA ISTE. 

2. WE HAVE ALREADY ASKED YOU TO TRAN SMIT TO THE OTHER SIDE OUR VIEW 
THAT THE RUC SHOU LD GIVE A CLEA R, C01 PREHE NSIVE AND PU a LIC ACCOU T 
OF LOUGHGALL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THIS WAS A POI NT STRESSED TO US BY 
BISHOP CATHAL DALY. 

3. WE GENERALLY AGREE RECO MM ENDATIONS IN OUR 488C AND 489C. ON THE 
T AN A I S T E ' S I 14 ST R UC T I O NS Y OU S H O U L D R E QUE S T F O L L OW I N G I N F OR HA T I O I~ 
FROM BRITISH SIDE WITH REFERE NCE TO THE BRIEFI NG ALREADY PR OV ID ED 
( YOUR 4 8 6 C ) AND DEVELOP ME rn OF D IS QUIET ABOUT ACT I O i~ S OF SEC UR IT Y 
FORCES IN NATIONALIST CO MM UNITY ( NOTE ESPECIALLY COMM ENTS IN TODAY'S 
IRISH NEWS OF FR. FAUL). 

(A) WHAT WAS OBJECTIVE OF THE SECURITY FORCES ON 8 MA Y AT LOUGHGALL? 

(B) WHAT ATTE MPTS WERE MADE TO PREVENT THE IRA ATTACK ? 

(C) WHAT ATTEMPTS WERE MADE TO OBTAIN THE SURRENDER OF THE IRA 
PARTY OR OTHERWISE TO DEAL WITH THE ATTACK WITHOUT RESORT TO 
LETHAL FORCE ? 

CD) WAS ANY ATTE MPT MA DE TO DISA BLE THE IRA PARTY WITHOUT RESORTI NG 
TO KILLING THE M ? 

(E) DID THE SECURITY FORCES FIRE ONLY AIMED SHOTS AND NO MORE ROU ND S 
T HAN vJ E RE NE CE S SAR Y T O STOP THE AT T ACK All D PREVENT E SC APE ? 

CF) WHA T PRECAUTIONS WERE TAKE N TO KEEP OUT AND AVOID I NJU RY TO 
UNINVOLVED PERSO NS ? 
I> ,,r 

CG) if N THE CASE THAT A FURTHER PERSON WAS AT THE SCENE AND FLED 
HIS CAR TO ESCAPE GUNFIRE (P RESS REPORTS TODAY)? COULD WE HAVE 
INFORMATION AND CO MM ENT AS NECESSARY ON THIS REPORTED EYEWIT NESS 
ACCOUNT ? 

(H) I ~ PARTICULAR, WHAT JS THE RESPO NSE TO HIS REPORTED EVIDE NCE 
THAT GU NFIRE BROKE OUT BEFORE THE EXPLOSION, EVIDENCE ALSO GIVEN 
BY CANON LOWRY'S WIFE AND LOCAL TEENAGER ALAN KERR ( NEWSLETTER 
9 MAY) ? (NOTE INFOR MATION GIVEN TOO CEALLAIGH THAT FIRST 
VIOLENT I NCIDENT WAS EXPLOSION). 

(I) ARE THE AUTHORITIES STILL SATISFIED THAT NO MEMB ERS OF THE IRA 
PARTY ESCAPED ? 

CJ) WHAT IS THEIR RESPONSE TO LOCAL SUGGESTIO NS THAT SO ME OF THE 
I RA MEN WERE SHOT ON THE GROU ND A FT ER B EI ll G CAPTURED (WE ARE 
AWARE OF THESE SUGGESTIONS FRO M OUR CONTACTS AS WELL AS 
OF COURSE FROM AN PHO BLACHT) ? 

(K) HAVE THE SOLDIERS I NVOLVED BEEN RELIEVED OF OPERATIOHAL DUTIES 
PE NDI NG THE RESULT OF INVESTIGATIO N (REF. YOUR 775C OF 1 5 /9/ ~6 
CONCERNING STANDARD PROCEDU RE WHER E REGU LAR SOLDIERS ARE 
I NVOLVED IN SHO OT~NG I NCIDE NTS ).? WrlAT IS THE POSITION JH ~E~ARD 
T O R U C PE R S O .~ N E L I NV O L V E D ? 
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F RO M O F L O J N IJ 

AS I NS TR UC TED BY THE TA 1-lA J STE I PUT THE QUEST I O IJ S AS L J STE D rn PAR A • 
3 OF YOU C25B TO THE BR JTJSH SIDE THJS MORN I NG. HE~JTT, WHO IS 
8 R J T J SH v UT Y O F F I C t P. T H J S \~ f: EK E rJ D , CAL L E D T O T HE S E C RE T;,.. rt J i-1 T I :-1 
P E ~SO i·J AT i-i Y RE u U EST TH J S l·l OR :J I :-JG • i) !J TH [ GA$ J S OF TH t ·ju EST J 0 ,4 S PUT 
1~E HAD A LE.IG THY CO IJV ERSATJ Orl . AT FIRST H~~JJTT WAS J NCLJ;JED TO 
S T R E S S T H E S U a J U D J C E t J A T U R E O F T H E M A T T E R S U i~ D E R D J S C U S S I 0 N A i-l D T 0 
SUGG E ST T H AT H I S S I D E HAD AL RE AD Y GONE FU R T HER I N PR OV I D I 1-1 G 
I IJ FOR fl A T J O IJ T H R O U G H T H E C H A fJ 1J E l OF T H E S E C R E T A R I 1' T T HA 1-. \o/ 0 UL D 8 E 
ST RI CT L Y PROPER I IJ THE CO iJ TEXT OF fJ OR ;-; AL PROCEDURES OF REF ERR AL T 0 
T H E D? P ET C • H E S A J D T O O T HA T S Or~ E O F T ti E Q U E S T J 0 IJ S W E W E RE AS K I IJ G 
WOULD HOT EVE N BE PUT BY OFFICIALS ON HJS SI DE TO THE SECURITY FO RCES 
BEFORE A REPORT HAD BEE N PREPARED FOR THE DPP. I REFER RED TO THE 
TA tJ A I ST E ' S A CK NOW L EDGE ME I IT I r~ T HE DA J L O ;,i 1 2 MAY 1 '../ 6 7 0 F T rl E 
INFOR HATJOH ALREADY PROVIDED THROUGH THE SEC RETA RIAT AND REMARKED 
THAT SUC H A SERIOUS I NCI DENT ~A S VERY MU CH A MA TTER TO 3E ADDRE " SED 
I 11 T H E S T R UC TU R E S S E T U P U N D E R T HE AG R E E I E i~ T ( AR T I C L E 7 ) • T rl E 
SECRETARIAT PROVIDED AN ABSOLUTELY CONFJDE~TIAL CHA NN EL FQR THE 
TRA NSMISSIO N OF INFOR MAT IO N ABOUT SUCH I NCIDENTS. I ADDED THAT WE 
APPRECIATED THE INFOR MATION ALREADY PROVIDED A~D NOW ~ISHED , AS IT 
WERE, TO ''TI E SO ME OF THIS TOGETrlER'' AND ALSO (A) TO RAISE SOME 
SPECIFIC QUESTJO~S PRO MPTED PARTLY BY THE INFOR MA TIO N ?ROVIUED 
THROUGH THE PAST WE EK AND (8) TO EMPHASISE AGAI N THE NEED FOR TrlE 
AUTHORITIES HERE TO PROVIDE THE FULLEST POSSI BLE ACCOUNT OF ~HA T 
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' HAPPENEO AT LOUGHGALL AS SOON AS POSSJBL£, PARTICULARLY IN THE ec O fH E X T O F G R OW J NG O I S Q U I E T I N T H E H A T 1 0 N AL I S T C OM MU IH T Y AB OU T T H E 
EVENTS THERE. WE ARE AWARE TH~T THE FfLE ON LOUGHGALL WOULD BE GOING 
TO THE OPP BUT THE TANAJSTE HAD INSTRUCTED THAT WE · SHOULD AT THIS 
PO . T S E E K T O E ·s T A a L J S H A S F U i L A P 1 C T U R ( A S P O S S J B L E O F W H A T 

• ACTUALLY . HAPPENED AT LOUGHGALL ON THE BASIS OF THE INFORMATION NOW 
COLLATED ON THE ~RJTJSH SJDi. 

J REMARKED THAT THE TANAISTE WAS AwARE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S 
POSJTJVE REACTION TO HIS STATEMENT ISSUED AFTER -LOUGHGALL AHD TO HJS 
STATEMENT JN THE DAIL ON 12 MAY 1937. THE QUES1JONS THAT HE HAD 
J NS T RU CT ED SHOULD OW BE PUT WERE iJ EC ESSARY BE CA iJ SE J T WA ABSOLUTELY 
ESSENTIAL THAT THE JRJSH GOVERNME NT, CO MMITTED AS IT WAS TO WORKING 
T H E Ar~ G L O - J R J S H AG R E EM EN T W J T H T H E i:l ~ J T J S H G O V E R NM E N T , S HOU L D H'A V E 
T H E F U L L E S T A N D .11..D..S--+--'J""P. - T O - D A T E rn F O R N A T J O N A 8 0 U T A L L T H E 
C I R C UM S T AN C E S . ·0F·--A1rn~ C J D E NT A S S E R I OU S AS T HA T W H I C H HAD O C C UR R E D A T 
LOUGHGALL. THIS NEED WAS MADE ALL THE MORE URGENT ~y TriE EMERGENCE 
0 F __ _?. 0 ME POTENT I ALLY D J ST UR a I iJ G QUEST I O'sZ, NOT JUST F RO 1-l PROV J S ION AL 

~ -s BUT FROM RESPONSiaLE ELEMENTS Jrl~ rJATJONAtTST cot,L'IUNITY. \ ..___ I ,. 
AFTER I HAD ELABORATED 0 1-l THE \ s_~1!-lr\~~ _w,HlCH WE ~ERE ) PUTTJJJG THESE 
QUESTIONS HEWJTT BECAME f1JRE E-bRTH'CO i-l i l~G AllO WE WErtt- i't·IROUGH THEl-1 OrJE 
BY O fl E • H E RE MARKE D THAT I T SEE :-1 E D T O H I M THAT THERE WERE T HR EE 
CATEGORIES IN THE QUESTIONS PUT: ONE CATEGORY INVOLVED MATTERS THAT 
WERE DEFINITELY SUB JUDICE AND ON WHJCH HE FELT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT 
T O P R O V I D E I IH O R M A T I O I J E I T H E R I f1 iH D I A T E L Y O R I N T H E V E R Y 1'1 E A R F U T U R E : 

ANOTHER CATEGORY INVOLVED QUESTIONS OH WHICH HE WOULD HAVE TO SEEK 
JNSTRUCTJONS AND THE FJ~AL CATEGORY INVOLVED QUESTJO, S WHICH HE COULD 
RESPOND TO WITH AUTHORITY JN THE COURSE OF OUR CONVERSATION. (HE 
C L E A R L Y H A D J N S T R U C T J O N S E N A 8 L I N G H I M T O G J V E A P A R T I A L R E S P Or~ S E T 0 
0 UR QUEST JONS • ) HEWITT SA I D THAT IT WAS L IKE LY THAT THE FILE Or~ 
LOUGHGALL (WHICH WOULD BASICALLY COMPRISE TWO DISTINCT PARTS: (1) 
T H E F O RE NS I C EV I D E IJ C E AN D ( 2 ) S T AT EM E i~ T S 8 Y T H O S E I I~ VOL V E D ) w Ou L D BE 
SENT TO THE OPP WJTHJN 2-3 WEEKS. IT WAS THEN FOR THE DPP TO DECIDE 
WHET H E R PROS EC UT I O rJ S WE R E NE CE SSA RY A 110 Urn E S S QUEST lCJll S AROSE 
R E Q U J R J N G H I n T O S E I~ D T H E F J L E 8 A C K T O T H E C ti J E F C O N S T A 8 L E F O R 
CLARIFICATION, IT WAS NOT LJKELY THAT HIS CONSIDERATION OF THE FILE 
WOULD TAKE VERY LONG. AT THE END OF OUR CONVERSATION WE WENT THROUGH 
THE QUESTIONS WE HAD DISCUSSED ONCE rlORE AND I TOOK A DETAILED ~OTE 
OF HEWITT'S RESPOWSE AS FOLLOWS: 

(A) WHAT WAS OBJECTIVE OF THE SECURITY FORCES ON 3 MAY AT LOUGHGALL? 

~ RESPONSE: TO KILi OR CAPTURE THE 
~ LOSS OF LTFEAS FAR AS POSSIBLE. 

TERRORISTS AND PREVENT IN NOCENT 

vv-~) 
~ 
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~ CB) WHAT ATTE MPTS WERE HADE TO PREVENT THE JRA ATTACK? 

• RE~ONSE: THE SECURJTY FORCES HAD INTELL"JGENCE WHJCH I ND ICATED THAT 
AN ~ TJACK WAS PLANNED. HOWEVER, THEY DID NOT KNO~ THE PRECISE TI ME 
W~EN THE ATTACK WOULD BE LAUNCHED NOR WAS THE INTELLIGENCE 
SUFFJCJENTLY CO MPREHE NSIVE TO INDICATE THE PRECISE TACTICS JHAT WOU LD 
BE ADOPTED BY THE TE RROR ISTS. THEI R ASSESS MENT WAS THAT JT WAS 
PROBA3LY J MPOSSJaLE TO EFFECT ARRESTS BEFORE THE EVENT. SPECIFICALLY 
TO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO I NTER CEPT THE TER ROR ISTS E.G. SETTJ ~G UP A ROAD 
BLOCK BEFORE THEY ARRIVED AT LOUG HGA LL RUC STATION WOULD J ~EVITAbL Y 
J r~ TH EJ R ASSES S t1 E rn AL SO HAVE I NV O L V £ D A GUN b AT TL E W J TH A GREA T E ~ 
RISK BOTH TO SECU RITY FO RCE PER SONN EL AND I NNO CENT PAR TIES. IT WAS 
THEREFORE DECIDED TO MAKE NO ATTE MPT TO I NTERCEPT THE TERRORISTS. 

(C) WH AT ATTEMPTS WERE MADE TO Od TAIN THE SURRE NDER OF THE IRA PARTY 
OR OTHERWISE TO DEAL WITH THE ATTACK WITHOUT RESORT TO LETHAL 
FOR CE? 

RESPONSE: HEWITT JS TO SEEK INSTRUCTIO NS ON A REPLY TO THIS 
OUESTJON. 

C D ) WAS AN Y AT T E r1 PT :·1 A DE TO D J S A 8 L E T HE J RA PAR TY W J THOU T RE SORT J HG 
TO KILLJflG THE Ii ? 

RESPONSE: HEWITT JS TO SEEK INSTRUCTIO NS ON A REPLY TO THIS 
QUESTION. (HJS STRICTLY I NFOR MAL AND PERSO NAL RESPO NSE WAS THAT JT 
WAS U~REASO NAB LE IN THE KIND OF CIRCU MS TA NCES WHICH DEVELOPED AT 
LOUGHGAL L TO EXPECT THE SECURITY FORCES TO BE ABLE TO DO ANYTHING 
OTHER THAN AIM AT THE PART OF THE BO DY THEY WERE MOST LIKELY TO HIT 
J.E. THE TORSO . ) 

CE) DID THE SECURITY FORCES FI RE ONLY AIMED SHOTS AND NO MORE ROurrns 
THA N WE RE NECESSARY TO STOP THE ATTACK AND PREVEl~T ESCAPE? 

RE s Po iJ s E : THE Aris 1-1 ER Gr v E r..i To TH rs Q u Es T 1 01~ 1 s • • y Es • • • HE w r TT s A I i.> 

THAT THE SECURITY FORCES AI MED THEIR SHOTS AT THE TERRORISTS wITH THE 
OBJECTIVE OF KILLI NG THE M OR DISABLING THE M. THEY FI RED NO MOR E 
ROU~DS THA N ~ERE NE CESSA RY FOR THIS PURPOSE J.E . THEY KEPT FIRI NG 
UNTIL THE ATTACKERS STOPPED FIRi iJG . DURI ~G OUR CO NVE RSA TI OH rlE~JTT 
REMARKED THAT THE ''YELLOW CARD'' CO ~TAJ NED GUIDELI NES ONLY . THE 
U L T J M A T E D E C J S J O N R E G A rt D J !i G T H E L E G A L I T Y O F A N Y S E C U R I T Y F O R C E A C T I O f..J 
WAS FOR THE COURTS. 

I II II 
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CF) WHAT PRECAUTIO NS WERE TAKEN TO KEEP OUT OR AVOID JNJURY TO 
UNINVOLVED PERSONS? 

RESPONSE : THE SECURITY FORCES DJD THEIR BEST WITHIN THEIR TRAI ~ ING 
A ti D O N T H E 8 A S J S O F T H E I tH E L L I G E N C E A V A I L A 8 L E T O T H E M T O A V O J D 
INJURY TO INNOCENT PEOPLE. SPECIFICALLY IN PREPARING FOR THE ATTACK 
A T L O U G H G A L L T H E Y M A D E T H E M S E L V E S A W AR E O F T H E P A T T E R t~ 0 F M O V E f'i E 1-l T S 
BY LOCAL PEOPLE AND DEPLOYED THEMSELVES WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF 
MJNJMISING RISK TO THE POPULATION OF LOUGHGALL. IN THEIR ASSESS MENT 
OF THE INTENDED ATTACK THEY WERE SATISFIED THAT THE 60Md TO BE USED 
WOULD NOT RISK CIVILIAN LIVES BECAUSE THE RUC STATION IS SUFFICIENTLY 
REMOVED FROM OTHER BUILDINGS IN THE AREA. oavrouSLY THEIR 
JNTELLJGENCE AS ALREADY INDICATED WAS NOT COMPREHENSIVE OR PERFECT 
AND THE DEATH OF HUGHES AND SERIOUS INJURY TO HIS BROTHER WAS VERY 
MUCH REGRETTED. OTHER INNOCE NT CIVILIANS HAD ALS O BEE~ IN THE AREA 
AS JT HAD NOT BEEN POSSIBLE FOR REASONS INDICATED JIJ RESPOl-lSE TO 
QUESTION CB) TO SEAL OFF THE AREA BEFORE THE ATTACK. AS wELL AS THE 
HUGHES BROTHERS THERE HAD BEEN AN UNI NVOLVED WOMAN IN A CAR NEARBY 
AND A MAN WHOSE ACCOUNT HAD BEEN PUBLISHED IN THE TYROWE DE MO CRAT 
(SEE RESPONSE TO QUESTION (G). 

CG) JS IT THE CASE THAT A FURTHER PERSON WAS AT THE SCE NE AND FLED 
HIS CAR TO ESCAPE GU NFIRE - PRESS REPORTS OF 15 MAY 1937? 
COULD WE HAVE I NFORMATJO~ AND CO MM ENT AS NECESSARY ON THJS 
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~ RESPONSE: THE ACCOUNT IN THE TYRONE OEHOCRAT ANO OTHER NEWSPAPERS 
YESTERDAY JS ''SUBSTANTIALLY CORRECT''. HEWITT SAID THAT THE 
INDIVIDUAL INVOLVED HAO BEEN CAUGHT UP IN THE EVENTS AT LOUGHGALL AND 
WAS SOME OJSTANCE FROM THE FOCAL POINT OF THE ATTACK. HE WAS VERY, 

•
VE . ~ISTRESSED AND APPARENTLY WAS NOT ARRESTED UNTIL SOME HJNUTES 
AFTER THE END OF THE SHOOTING. AT FIRST JT WAS BELIEVED TnAT IT WAS 
HIGHLY LIKELY THAT HE HAO BEEN INVOLVED IN THE ATTACK AND HJS 
DETENTION WAS ON THIS BASTS. HE WAS RELEASED EARLY THE FOLLOWING 

ORNING AND A STATE HENT HAS BEEN TAKEN FROM HIM. THE ASSESSHENT OF 
THE AUTHORJTJES HERE JS THAT HIS EVIDENCE JS NOT OF MUCH VALUE AS HE 
~AS LYING ON THE GROU~D FOR THE ENTIRE DURATION OF THE ATTACK. THEY 
ACCEPT HOWEVER T HAT HE MA HIT A I IJ S GUN F IRE WAS TO 8 E HEARD 8 E FORE THE 
EXPLOSION. THEY NOW ACCEPT THAT HE JS TOTALLY INNOCENT. 

CH) JN PARTICULAR, WHAT JS THE RESPONSE TO HIS REPORTED EVIDENCE 
T H A T G U N F J R E B R O K E O U T B E F O R E T H E E X P L O S J O 11 , E V I D E fl C E A L S O G J V E N 
BY CANON LOWRY'$ WIFE AND LOCAL· TEENAGER ALAN KERR (NEWS LETTER 
9 MAY ) ? (NOTE: INFORMATION GIVEN BY BRITISH SIDE SECRETARIAT 
TOO CEALLAIGH ON 14 MAY 1937 ~AS THAT THE FIRST VIOLENT EVENT 
WAS THE EXPLOSION). 

RESPONSE: HEWITT SAID THAT HE FELT THIS QUESTION WAS DEFlNITELY SUb 
JUDICE BUT HE WOULD ENDEAVOUR TO GIVE US SOME RESPONSE FOLLOWING 
I IJ ST RU C T J O N S • HE R E MA R K E D T H AT T HE S T A T E 11 E NT BY T H E T Ar, A J ST E I N T H E 
DAIL ON 12 MAY 1987 THAT ''ON THIS OCCASION, THE INITIAL VIOLENCE DID 
COME FROM THE PROV J S JO 1-J AL JR A ' ' COULD DEF I l,J I TEL Y ST Ai~ D AND WOULD 8 E 
FULLY SUPPORTED BY THE FACTS AS THEY WOULD BE ESTABLISHED. HEWITT 
C O ·1~ F J R i-1 ED T H AT MOS T O F T H E P RO V J S J ON A L S ' W E A PON S H A D 8 E E IJ F I RE D • 
FORE~SJC EVIDENCE TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE DPP WOULD INCLUDE THE NUMLlER 
OF SPENT CARTRIDGES FOUND. I ASKED ABOUT PRESS REPORTS THAT AN 
ADDJTJOHAL WEAPON HAD BEEN FOUND ((A PISTOL) AND HE JS TO COME BACK 
ON THJS. 

(I) ARE THE AUTHORITIES STILL SATJSFJED THAT NO MEMBER OF THE IRA 
PARTY ESCAPED? 

RESPONSE: HEWITT SAID THAT THE BRITISH ARE STILL SATISFIED THAT 
THERE ~AS NO SUCH ESCAPEE BUT ADDED THAT HE WOULD WISH TO RESERVE HIS 
POSITION ON THIS AND WOULD COME BACK to CONFJR~ THE RESPONSE AFTER 
CHECKING JT WJTH RELEVANT AUTHORITIES. 

CJ) WHAT JS THEJR RESPONSE TO LOCAL SUGGESTIONS THAT SOME OF THE IRA 
MEN WERE SHOT ON THE GROUND AFTER BEING CAPTURED? 
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RESPONSE: HEWITT SAID THAT THIS WAS COMPLETELY SUB JUDICE Al4D riE HAO NO INFORMATION AND NO ANSWER TO GIVE AT PRESENT. THE FORENSIC 
EVJ 'a.NCE WOULD GIVE THE ANSWER TO THJS QUE'STION. HE ADDED ON A . PER . NAL . BASJS THAT HE - COULD · NOT BEL .-lEVE SUCH ALLEGATIONS. 

CK) HAVE THE SOLDIERS INVOLVED BEEN RELIEVED OF OPERATIONAL DUTIES PENDI NG THE RESULT OF INVESTIGATION ALONG THE LINES OF STA OARD PROCEDURE (INDICATED av THE aRJTISH SIDE FOLLOWING TrlE MC KERNAN SHOOTING LAST SEPTEMBER) WHERE REGULAR SOLDIERS ARE INVOLVED I N SHOOTING JNCJDE rns? WHAT IS THE POSJTIO N IN REGARD TO RUC PE RSOfWEL? 

RESPONSE: HEWITT ~ILL PROVIDE US ~JTH AN ANS~ER TO THIS QUESTION WHEN HE HAS RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS. HE ANTICIPATES THAT THEY WILL BE A B L E J O P R O V I D E S U C H A N A N S W E R I N A S T R A I G H T F O R W A R D M A I~ r~ E R • H E A D D E D INFORMALLY THAT WHILE HE COULD NEITHER FORMALLY CONFIRM NOR DENY THE PRESENCE OF SAS TROOPS IF SUCH SOLDIERS WERE PRESENT THEN THE ANS~ER T O T H E Q u E s T I ON w O u L D B E I I y E s I 1 8 E C Au s E s u C H s p E C I A_L p E R s O rm E L A R E ONLY RARELY DEPLOYED ON ACTIVE OPERATIONAL DUTIES J.E. AFTER LOUGHGALL OR A SIMILAR ''SPECIAL'' INCIDENT THEY WOULD RETURN TO 8ASE 8 ARR ACK S • PEND Jr~ G HI S FORMAL RESPONSE ( 0 r~ I i~ ST RU CT I Of~ S ) I D ID NOT PROBE T HJ S I N F ORM AL COM M E iH ON T HE SAS F UR T HER ( I T HO w EVER RA I SE S 
Q U E S T J Or~ S R E L AT J IJ G T O T H E N AT U R E O F Ar~ Y S AS D E ~ L O Y i·l E l·J T l iJ T rl E f~ 0 it T H ) • 

IN GENERAL REMARKS AT THE END OF OUR CONVERSATION (WE SPOKE A!:30~T LOUGHGALL FOR AN HOUR AND A HALF) HE~JTT SAID THAT BRITISH MINISTERS DJD NOT SEE LOUGHGALL AS A ''NORMAL PART OF SECURITY OPERATIONS''. IN THE DAYS AFTER LOUGHGALL THERE HAD BEEN TWO MAJOR ELEHENTS INVOLVED IN THE WAY BR J T IS H MIN I STER S RESP Or.OED PU 8 L IC LY : ( 1 ) THEY HAD DECIDED THAT IT WOULD CERTAINLY BE A MISTAKE TO 8E IN ANY ~AY D E F E N S I V E A 8 0 UT T H E S E CU R I T Y F OR C E AC T I O ii 3 UT ( 2 ) T H E Y HA D E Q U t\ L LY 
D E C I D E D T O A V O I D A N Y r~ 0 T E O F T R I U M P H A L J S M • 

BEFORE HE LEFT HEWITT FINALLY SPOKE ABOUT CURRENT PESSIMISTIC ASSESSMENTS ON THE BRITISH SIDE OF JOE HENDRON'$ CHA NCES IN WEST BELFAST IN THE FORTHCOMING BRITISH GE NER AL ELECTIO N. I WILL REPORT MORE FULLY ON THIS PART OF THE CONVERSATION IN A LETTER TO BE SENT BY BAG. THE ESSENCE OF HEWITT'S COMMENTS WAS THAT THE BRITISH REGARD LOUGHGALL AS A NEGATIVE AND POTENTIALLY FATAL FACTOR IN H&NDRON'S CAMPAIGN. IN RESPONSE I EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE POINTS RAISED IN THE TANAISTE'S LETTER TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE DATED 11 MAY 1987. 

I II II 

8325 

II II I 
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