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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
27 April 1987 

bi°t6&°J , 

STATEM.I::NT B~ THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ~ORTHE~ IRELAND 

With permission, Mr Speaker, I wish to make a 
current security situation. 

The House will be aware of the recent serious increase in the number 
of c~sualties ~aused by terrorist actions. In the first week in 
particular 2 members of the RUC, 1 UDR sol~ier and 3 civilians have 
been mur~~r,~, the c1v1l1An 011ths WAr~ nf ~h~ fnr~m~n nf ~ 
~uilOinQ eom~any, ind mo$l ($¢wn~ly th~ murder of ot Lord Justice 
Gibson and Lady Gibson. In r11pect of the ~etails of this latest 
outrage, while I h$ve not yat reeeivad the full report en it, ! have 
haO 8n initial discussion with the Deputy Chief Constable ano the 
GOC and will ba meetin; the Chief Constable and the GOC a;ain later 
today. However I am ;iving the House some further information. The 
explosiv~s were in a blue Cortin& oer, whi~h had been reporte~ 
stolen a month e90 ins Arma;h. At the time of its ~ft the ear 
hed GB numb•r plates . It ie believed to have been left only a few 
minutes earlier at the aide of the road between th~ border crossing 
point en~ the security force chsek point. The method of detonation 
appears to have been by ra~io siQn&l. In a~dition to the two 
fat~lities, there we re 9 othe r peoQl~ injure~. 

The question has been ri9htly raised as to how theri coul~ have been 
any outsi~e knowled9e of Sir Maurice and Lady Gib~on's movemQnts . 
The RUC advia e~ me of eviden~s 
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• • • 
t hat the bookinos were made in thei r owr. n~mes th rou gh a tr avel 
agency in !elfast on Ceeember 29th, and t hat on Fabr ij t ,y 12t h a 
chanoe was ma~e to the date ot their r etur n , The book in~ form 
included the description en~ re;ist ration number of the ear . 
Further detailed investigations are continuin; an~ I will inform the 
House as appropriate of any further information . I know the whole 
House will share with me the feelin9s of horror at thi s outrage, at 
the loss of a distin;uishQd an~ brave memoer ot the N! ju~iciary and 
of his wife, and to express our deepest sympathy to their familiei. 

eut Mr Speaker while public attention has been tocussed on this 
particular outrage, it ~ould be quite wron; not to express our ·deQp 
concern equally about the other traqic victims of this most recent 
and savage burst of terrorist violence. The recent and cowardly 
attaeks on off duty members of the sec~rity forces, coupled with 
murders of policemen in Newcastle and Port:~sh, and the murder of 

the civilian prison instructor st Magee Co:le;e an~ the use of hi5 
bo~y to lure two furthar members of the RUC too their deaths, e~d 

in~icative of a tane~ed desperation an~ viciousness in the IR~ 
campaign. The security forces will meet the challen;e of these new 
t~ctiC! by the IRA with the resoluticn 3nd coura;e th3t heve stood 
them so well in the past, and the Oovernment will Qive them all 

r 
possiblG support in their vital task. 
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• ~ For Bernard Da venport 
From Ted Smyth 

At tac hed 1a st a tement by Sec retary o f St a te K1ng . Ht 
too ~ quest i ons to r t hree quar t ers or a n hou r. Seamu 1 
Mallon was presen t &nd said t ha t the two t hi n1a Che IRA 
rear most are cr oss-bordtr secur1ty cooperat i on &nd th e 
weaning of the Nat1onal1sts community away from the IRA , 
One or the1r a1ma 1s to provoke punitive rea c tion to 
pravent thase obJ•ctive, being achieved. OUP and DUP MPs 
were present but Molyneaux 1ntervened to say it would be 
uselass to engage 1n rut1le exchanges. Impl1cat1on was that 
Unionists wanted a dtbate. 

Stuart Bell for ~abour was v,ry outright in his support 
for the Agreement and referred to the two ~eeent finds or 
exDlu~!vee in tht ~•public. In response to QUO$tions. Kina 
underlined notd ror Nat1onalist1 in •ti• Nerth to give ~ 
unqualified su~port to the RUC. Regardtns !WC r.!...S.i-&-t-e1rc1 

to the Oarda, he said that a number or !uggeet1ons and offers 
were made and some were acetpted. At least three Tory Mps 
asked questions that were 1upportive of the Agreement and 
crit1eal of Unionist boycott, Roy Maeon call'd for tougher 

measur~$ and there is some speculat1on in Fleet Street c1r¢les 
that arter tonight'! security meeting in Stormont Castle aueh 
measures w111 be announced. 
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