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1~ Deputies Peter Barry, Geraldine Kennedy and Dick Roche met 

the prisoners for less than an hour. 

main points made in the discussion:-

The following were the 

the Crown were likely to call 70 witnesses to refute 

Clarke's testimony; most of whom would have to submit 

their evidence by affidavit; 

the prisoners were anxious about the likelihood of a 

reserved judgement being held over until after Christmas; 

they were very pleased with the Ta o iseach's speech at 

Boden st own: •he had done all he co u ld•; 

all six were conscious of the need for publicity: they 

wanted influential people as observers at the trial~ but 

were anxious that there should be no demonstrations. They 

. had great confidence in their legal team of Lord Gifford, 

Michael Mansfield and Richard Ferguson: 

two prison officers will be cal l ed t o g iv e evidence as to 

their physical state on arriva l in Wi ns t on Green, but the 

prisoners felt that the discrepancie s in the confessions 

and the forensic evidence should be suff i cient: 

it was certain that Tom Clarke would be •pulled apart• and 

his character •assassinated• by the Crown: 

the prisoners had had no problem about meeting with 

counsel: they had had weekly meetings with their 

barristers , and their solicitors were working as a team: 
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it was essential that their case should stand or fall on 

its merits and not be linked with extradition which was an 

entirely different matter for negotiation between the two 

Governments; their case was a matter of justice . 

2. The men were in good spirits and appreciative of the 

De pu ties' vi s i t • 

doubt remained : 

They were 90% sure of success, but twinges of 

They hoped they were mentally prepared for a 

knockdown but they needed a commitment to contin u ed support if 

t h ey failed in the Court of Appeal this time. 

assured the prisoners of fut u re support. 

B. O'Reilly 
Third Secretary 

";J November, 1987 

The Deputies al l 
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