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PARAMILITARY FUNERALS 

FOR O TUATHAIL FROM LILLIS 
C.C. PS~, PSS, O'DONOVAN j 
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I HAD TRANSMITTED A NUMBER OF POINTS ON BEHALF OF THE TANAISTE FOR 
COMMUNICATION TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE AT 9.00 A.M. THIS MESSAGE 
HAD BEEN GIVEN TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND CIRCULATED TO SENIOR 
OFFICIALS IN THE NIO. THE RUC WERE ALSO AWARE OF IT AT THE HIGHEST 
LEVEL. -

I SAW INNES AT 1~.30. INNES IS UN DEQ-SECRETARY 4T THE 
OF THE LAW AND ORDER DIVISION. 

NIO AND HEAD 

I REPEATED THE TANAISTE'S CO~CERNS TO INNES AND WENT INTO SOME DETAIL 
ASO~T EFFORTS WITH WHICH INNES HAD I N PARTICULAR BEE~ ASSOCIATED TO 
IMPROVE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE RUC AND THE NATIONALIST COMMUNITY IN A 
NUMBER OF AREAS INCLUDING SPECIFICALLY WEST BELFAST. I SAID THAT IT 
SEEMED TO OUR AUTHOijITJES THAT WHATEVER IMPROVEMENT HAD COME ABOUT 
HAD SEEN SERIOUSLY DAMAGED BY THE EV~NTS OF THE PAST THREE DAYS. HE 

1 SAID SPECIFICAL~Y AND REPEATEDLY THAT CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE HAD BEEN 
DONE AND HE AGREED THAT EFFOD.TS ~EP.E NOW NECESSARY TO UNDO IT. 

INNES SAID THAT, WHILE ACCEPTir-fG THAT THE PP.OVISIO~JAL IRA HAD PERHAPS 
SUSTAINED SOME POLITICAL DAMAtE ARISING FROM THE CIRCUMSTANCES AND 
IMMEDIATE BACKGROUND (THE KILLING OF PRISON EDUCATIONAL OFFICER 
JARVIS AND TWO RUC OFFICERS AT M~EE UNIVERSITY) TO THE FIRING OF 
REVOLVERS AT ~HE FUNERAL OF LOGUE IN DERRY LAST WEEK, THE RUC HAO TO 
TAKE PARTIC~LAR ACCOUNT OF THE '~EGG THAT WAS ON THE1R OWN FACES•' 
AR~ING FROM THE lRA ACTION AT THAT FUNERAL. HE HAD FELT THAT A 
1 

' TR I A L ' 0 F ~ T R E N G•T H ' ' ( A C C E P T I N G T H A T T H A T W A S A N I N A PP R O P R I A T E T E R M ) 
WAS PROBABLY INEVITABLE ON THE NEXT OBVIOUS OCCASION I.E. THE ~ARLEY 
FUNERAL •• A~ IMPORTANT POINT IN THE Rue CALCULATION HAD BEEN THAT 
HAD THE IRA MANAGFD TO DOWNFACE THE POLICE AT THE MARLEY FUNERAL, 
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HUN DRE DS OF OC CASI O~S OVE R TH E SUMM E~ . 
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HE SAID THAT TH E P A~ TI CU LA ~ OP E P ATI QNA L DlFFI CU LTY ON THE S E 0 CC4SJ 0~S 
A R O S E F R O •; T H E I "I T f K V E ', T I O '; 1

.) F I R A S U F: P O q T E f< S .i ~! C 8 N S I i) E R A 8 L E t, U '-l :-; E ~· S 
I F , A S H A D H A P P E '·J E i) B ~ F O R E , A. C O N S I D E ~ A 3 L E S P A C E I S L E F T 8 E T i,..• E E t ; T H E 
POLICE AND THE COFFI \ . 0\ CE THAT HA~~ E~S THE FOLICE HAVE EFFECT I VELY 
LOST fo~T ROL OF THE SIT UATI O~ , 9 ECA USE A~ Y SUdSE OUEN T ATTEMPT TO 
PREVENT PARAMILITARY DI SP LAY S WOULD INVOLVE AN UNACCEPTABLE RISK OF 
WIDESPREAD BLOOD SHED ON BO TH TME POLICE AND THE COMMUNITY SIDES. 

WHILE EMPHASI S ING THAT T~E HA~D LI ~( OF THE AFFAIR WAS ENTIRELY AN 
OPERATIONAL MATTE~ ON WHICH HE COU LC NO T VE NTU RE OP INIONS TO TH E 
POLICE, HE SAID HE WAS AS KI NG HI ~ SELF WHETHE R IT HAD BEEN WISE TO 
HAVE TWO STRONG LINES OF POLICE TOGETHE R WITH A CROWD ON THE STREET 
AND WHETHER IT WOULD NOT HAVE 5EE N WISE R FOP THE POLICE TO HAVE 
CLEARED THE STREET I MM EDIATE LY OUTSIDE THE HOU SE TO ENABLE THE 
TRANSPORT OF THE COFFI ~ TO GET UND ER WAY E.G. AS FAR AS THE STREET 
CORNER, BEFORE THE CROW D BECA~E ENGAGED. HE SAID HE DID NOT KN OW THE 
ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION: IT COULD HAVE BEE N THAT THE FAMILY WOULD NOT HAVE AGREED TO IT. 

HE SAID THAT WHILE THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAD TO TAKE A CERTAI N 
POSITION IN PUBLIC, WE COULD BE SURE THAT KING PRIVATELY AS WELL AS 
S C O T T A N D T H E !(E L E V A i'>J T O F F I C I A L S I N S T O R M O N T H A D S E E N T H E E V E N T S A S A 
SETBACK TO EFFORTS TO CREATE A BETTER AT MOSPHE RE BET WEE N THE POLIC E 
AND THE NATIONALIST CQM~LJN ITY . • 
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HE SAID THAT HE WOULD USE HIS OWN INFLUENCE IN THE NEXT ~AY OR TW O TO 
ENSURE THAT SENIOR OFFICE RS OF THE P.LJC WOULD FOR EXAl-'.PLE BE WILLING di.I 

1 TO HAVE SEMI-PUBLIC DISCUSSIONS WITH THE CLERGY IN THE ARDOYNE AND ~ 
WEST BELFAST GENERALLY ON THE BEST WAY OF HANDLifllG SUCH FUNERALS ' 
WHILE MAINTAINING THE RULE OF LA~. HE SAID HE WOULD ALSO TRY TO 
ENSURE THAT THE POLIC~ WOULD BE AVfILABLE FOR ANY APPROACH FRO M S DLP 
LEADERS IN WEST BELF AST TO SAVE A SI MILA R DISCUSSION. 111111 

HE AND ELLIOTT (WHO WAS ALSO PRESENT) BOTH MADE THE POINT THAT THE " 

AFFAIR HAD GONE ON FOR ABOUT 3~ HOURS. THE SUGGESTION WAS MADE TO ME 
SDLP HAD BEEN REMARKA~LY !~ACTIVE VIS-A-VIS THE GOVERNMENT UNTIL THE if 
THAT HENDRON, ATTWOOD AND OT~ERS SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO GET ON t 

D I R E C TL Y 4'JD I f N E C E S S A R Y R E P E A TE D L Y T O M I N I S TE P S A N D S E N IO R "'j 
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AS WE WE~E SPEAKi~G ~ORD WAS C8~I~G IN ~RO ~ THE DEPUTY CHIEF 
C () t, ST "' bl.. E O f T H E ~ 0 : t··. : t• T A ; '·; ~ Y A '; [, T HE D I\' I S I O r, Al... CO ' ·i MAND E P. ST E E. r, S Or .• 
TO THE EFFE CT T HAT T~I ~~S WERE GQI~~ WF LL. TUEY StID THAT THE CLF PGY 
A N Ll S O '1 E F f. ' ·i I L Y F ~ i E r, D S rl A C, F :) P •i E D ;.. ,; LI "I :A N C H A I N ? E T w E E. t,; T H E l R A 

SUPD QRT~ RS A~D THE POL.IC£ A~ D THAT THIS WAS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

INNES CO~MENTE~ TO ~E THAT THIS SH~UL ~ BE bORNE IN MIND I N ANY FUTURE 
SIMILAR SITUATIO~. HE ACCEPTED THAT T~ERE WAS A NEED FOR THE ~AXIMU~ 
POSSIBLE PREPARAT ORY CO~ TACT gETWEEN THE POLICE AND PEQSONS OF 
GOODWILL IN THESE S ITUATIJ~S. I ~~ES SAID THAT, PARTLY AS A RESULT OF 
REPRESENTATIO NS MADE FRO M. HERE, THERE HAD BEEN A DECISIO N NOT TO 
DEPLOY THE AR~E D F0 RCES WITHIN SI GH T OF THE I MME DIATE CORTEGE. HE 
SAID THAT ARMY co~MA~DE RS WERE IN FACT HAPPY TO HAVE THIS SU GGESTION 
MADE TO THEM. IN THE CASE Of THE MARL EY FUNERAL THE AR MY WE RE 
DEPLOYED BUT ON S EPARATE STREETS. 

FINALLY, INNES SAI D THAT HE WAS AWARE THAT THE GARDA SIOCHANA HAD 
,EXPERIENCE OF DIFFIC ULT PARAMILITARY FUNERALS AND HE WONDERED WHETHER 

THERE WAS ANYTHING IN THEIR EXPERIENCE WHICH MIGHT USEFULLY BE 
CONSIDERED BY THE RUC AND STORMONT FOR FUTURE OCCASION. 
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