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93720A" ESTR EI 
747282 AISECT G 

640C 
1.7.37 
TO HQ FROM BELFAST 

II II I 

MARCHING SEASON ( MORE) 

FOR O TUATHAIL FROM LILLIS 

RY-A N H A D A M E E T I r~ G B Y A R R A N G E M E N T T H I S A F T E R N O ON W I T H T H E D E PU T Y 
PERMANENT SECRETARY IN CHARGE OF SECURITY, STEPHENS, AND HIS 
UNDER SECRETARY, INNES, TO DISCUSS SECURITY CO-OPERATION ISSUES. 

AT MY REQUEST, RYAN PUT THE POINTS ABOUT OUR CONCERNS ABOUT PORTADOWN 
AND THE MARCHI NG SEASON GENERALLY TO a o TH JF THEM IN A FORCEFUL WAY. 

INNES REMARKED THAT THE ORANGE ORDER HAD PUT IN A RE QUEST FOR A MARCH 
ROUTE FOR SUNDAY NEXT, JUNE 5, WHICH WOULD I NVOLVE A NUMBER OF 
CATHOLIC AREAS (OBIN STREET, TUNNEL). lNNES ADDED THAT THE RUC HAD 
REJECTED THIS COMPLETELY. HE HAD NO FURTHER INFOR MATION AS TO WHAT 
T.HE RUC HAD PROPOSED TO THE ORANGEMEN. 

OTHERWISE THE OTHER SIDE , WHO ·w ERE AW ARE OF 11 Y MEET I NG S W ITH ELL IOTT 
AND STANLEY, TOOK NOTE OF THE POINTS THAT RYA N MADE. 
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ELLIOTT WENT ON TO ASK ME TO REMIND MY AUTHORITIES OF THE POINTS MADE 
ON THE . NlGHT OF THE 12TH LAST YE AR TO ME BY SE CRETARY OF STATE, KING, 
TO THE EFFECT THAT THE 12TH OF JULY HAD IN FACT GONE OFF EXT~EMELY 
W-E L L , G I V E N T H E E X P E C T A T I O N , I N C L U D I fi G T H E D E S I R E O F E X T R E i·l I S T 
UNIONISTS, THAT THERE WOULD SE WIJESPREAD CON FRONTATI ON , AMD THAT 

.. KING ATTRIBUTED THIS IN PARTICULR TO TH£ AD ROI T HANDLI NG a~ THE •. 
PO L I C E O F T H E S I TU AT I ON I N P O R TAD O ~J I~ T H R OU G H A C OM P R O i'1 I S E I NV O L V I NG A 
VERY SMALL PARADE OF A GROUP OF ORANGEM EN ~HO ~ERE PE RFECTLY weLL 
BEHAVED AND WHICH TOOK PLACE EARLY IN THE MORNI NG . 

I SA TD THAT I ASS U 1~ ED ELL IOTT WOULD EXPECT ME TO SAY - ,J d AT I HAD 
VERY STRO NG REASON TO BELIEVE - THAJ THESE POT :' iTS ,•i-JL;L_; ,JO T PERSUADE 
TRISH MT~TSTE RS AND THAT, IF A MARCH ON THE GA~VA GH Y ~JAu Al ~rlATEVER 
TI ME OF THE DAY WE~T AHEAD, THERE WOUL D d E A SERJ OJ3 Re: CTJJN FROM 
DUB LIN I NCLUDI NG PROBABLY A PUBLIC REAC TI O~ . 

E LL T OTT U tJ D E RT O OK T O R E P ,JR T T H I S D I R E C T L Y T O K I .'I G . .'\ ; 1 0 T iJ T HE rl E r1 
MTNTSTER IN CHARG E OF SECURITY, STA NLEY. 

MEETING WITH DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE 
--------------------------------------
I HAVE REPORTED I~ WRITING ON OTHER ASPECTS OF HY MEETI ~G ~I TH 
STANLEY THIS AFTERNOON, TNCLUDING MY CO MM ENTS 0N THE SECTIO NS OF OUR 
~ISCUSSTON ON THE MAR CHI ~G SEASO N AND SPECIFIALLY PORTADOWN. 

T COVERED THE SAME GROU ND WITH STA NLEY AS I HAD DO NE ~ITH ELLIJTT 
EARLIER TN THE DAY. ELLIOT T WAS ALSO PRESE~T. 

STA ~LEY SAID THAT THE ARGRUMEN T I WAS PUTTING, I.E. THAT THE 
PRI~CTPLE SHOULD 9E 03SERVED THAT PR0VOCATIVE MARCHES SHOULD NJT TA KE 
PLACE IN AREAS ~HERE THEY ARE UNWE LCO ME, ~AS TO HIM AN 
UNANS~ERABLE ARGUMENT. HE FELT THAT, IN APPROPRIATE CIRCU MSTA NCES, 
THE PRINCIPLE SHOUD 3E ISSUED AS A DIRECTIVE TO THE POLICE. 

ELLIOTT INTERVENED TO REMIND THE MINISTER THAT NEITHER THE SECRETARY 
OF . ST A~T E NOR HE HAD ANY POWERS IN THESE MA TT E R.S SAVE WHEN THE CH 1E f 
CONSTABLE ASKED THAT A MA~tH SHOULD BE BANNED. 
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STANLEY SAIO THAT, ~PEAKING AS SOMEONE WHO HAD BEEN O v '-0 
IN ~•oRTHERN IRELAND, HE FELT THAT IN THE SCALE OF THINGS THE TW.O 
GRl.r ISSUE-s NQ_W WERE, FIRSTLY SECURITY ANO STABILITY ANO; s(c·ONOt.Y--
T H E R E - O P EN nt1f O F · A' O I A L O G U E W I T H T H E U N I ON I S T S W HO H A O 8 E E N I N - · 
VIRTUAL REBiLCION SINCE NOVEMBER 1985. AGAINST THESE ISSUES, HE 
URGED THAT IRISH MINISTERS SHOULD ACCEPT THAT THE ISSUE OF ONE 
PARTICULAR MARCH WAS NOT COMPARABLE ANO, AT T~E SAME TIME, THAT T~E 
CONSEQUENCES OF THE DAMAGE TO ANY DIALOGUE WITH ·UNIONIST WHICH MIGHT 
BE CAUSED, FOR EXAMPLE BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE BANNING A MARCH, 
WOULD BE DISPROPORTIONATE TO THE ISSUE OF THE MARCH ITSELF. 

I SAID THAT, WHILE SHARING STANLEY'S HOPES FOR STABILITY ANDA . 
DIALOGUE, IRISH MI~ISTERS WOULD ALSO SAY THAT NATIONALISTS IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND FELT GENERATIONAL aITTERNESS THAT THESE P~OVOCATIVE 
PARADES IN THEIR AREAS WERE A MAJOR ISSUE . THE FACT WAS THAT THESE 
MARCHES WERE THE SOURCE OF A VERY GREAT DEAL OF THE TROUBLE OF RECENT 
YEARS AND THAT THi DERRY APPRENTICE BOYS MARCH MARKED THE FIRST 
SERIOUS ESCALATION OF VIOLENCE I~ THE LATE 196 0 S. THE FACT WAS THAT 
IRISH MINISTERS DID NOT SHARE HIS JUDGEMENT AS TO THE SCALE OF 
PROBLEMS AND, MU CH AS THEY MIGHT WISrl TO REFRAI N FROM DOING SO, THEY 
WOULD HAVE NO OPTION auT TO CJ MME~T PUBLICLY A0VERSLY WER E THI 1 GS TO 
GO WRONG IN PORTADOWN. 

STANlEY SAID THAT HE HAD HAD NO BRIEFI~G OR APPROACH OR ANY 

INFORMATION OTHERWISE FRO M THE POLICE ABOUT THE MARCHES THIS YE ~R . 

1 -.~AID THAT I COULD NOT ACCEPT THAT THERE WAS NO CONTACT BETWEEN 
POL!CE AND ~INISTERS ON THE HANDLING OF OCCASIONS WH ICH HAD MAJOR 
PUBLIC POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE . AND THAT I HAD SEEN HYS ELF LAST YEAR 
THAT THERE WAS DIREOT CONTACT 3ET~EEN THE RUC AND THE SECRETA , , 
STATE ON THE THE PORTADOWN ~ ARCHES (ALBEIT ON 11 JULY) I SA~~ ~~AT 
I WOULD ASSUME THAT TT WAS INEVITABLE THAT SUCH DlALOG~E WOU LD TAKE 
PLACE AND T WOULD ASK STANLEY AND KING TO TAKE FULL ACCOUNT OF THE 
CONCERNS OF NATIONALISTS AND THE RELATED VIE~S OF IRISH ~INISTERS IN 
THESE EX CH A 11 GE S • 

~LL IOTT INTERVENED T Q SAY THAT THERE WAS A GREAT o A :.j GER T HAT IT w OU L D 
11 AK E T H I r~ G s M O R E D I F F r C u L T w I T H T H E p O L I C E w E R t I T T J B E p L A I .~ T H A T 
; ~ ~ ~ ~ • M TN IS T ER S WE RE EXE RT ING PRE S SUR E • ST A /J L.:. y C J . 1 F JR ;·1 E i) l rl I s 

I DR E i,J S TAN LE Y ' S AT TENT IO N TO THE I R T SH GOVE R i. r·I E i·J l I s R T G HT u ;Ji) ER THE 
AGREEMENT TO RAISE THE SE MA TTERS (ARTICLE ?(A) 0F TrlE ~GREE ~ ENl). HE 
ACCEPTED THIS BUT COU NTERED WITH THE PROVISI OrJS J;j 1\R TTCLE 9(t3) o·" 
THE OPERATIONAL INDEPENDE~CE OF THE POLICE. . 

I ASKED STANLEY TO SEE THE SDLP'S REP 0 ESE' T ~ ,~ ATIVE I~ ?O~TAUOW~ AHO WAS 
REQUESTING AN I NTERVIE~. HE SAID HE WOULD CJNSIDER TrlIS 
S Y MP AT HE T T C·A LL Y • 
II II I 
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