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~hen I wrotQ to ,~u on 14 s~pt~mber I said th~t 1 wuuld ~titQ 8S~i~ 
a, ~uo~ oe I h~d rec~iv~d ~d~lce from th1 RUC LJbout a nu~ber of 
po1~cs ~hich th~ Rcvere~d r~ther• B~i9n L~nnon, Patri,k Doyle, 
Dovid BytTie, and Sennn Ti~~~ey of 1 Yon~ 1 211 Churchill P~rk, 
Pore~dnwn, ~~~ r~i,v~ with ycu i~QY' Or1n;1 ~aradtA \n thr tn~n n" 
l.0 IUHJ ll .Ju Ly. 

Lee me ~ny at tbe outset that r~sponR1b11ity for p4r~de~ Mnd mirehe~ 
in 1'ortho.,1 Iriel~nd is an o!l~rteional 1Htl:er whtcb is the 
rjapo~~ibili~y 0£ the Ch!•f Const~ble ot the RUC. Tt ia therefo~e 
[or the pollc~ to eonsldet whether a propos•d march ls likely ~c 
pose a th r ~d l lo public order, ~nd if n•ce~saty th~ ~o1ice mA~ 
impnse su~h eondlcicne as they con~ider n@c~••~~Y co pr•vent 
di~utdc:, dtima~e, dieruptton and inti~idation. 

rn ~he cas~ ~f Porcadow~ ch~ queAti~n of parade& Qnd marc~cs 1~ nnt 
an easy one £or th~ ~ol ice. Th• town ha~~ 70~ Protest~nt 
µopu l Htion and h~K n lon0 history ot A~eoclation wieh Oranre Orcl~r 
m.1~c~eB , Ov~~ th~ p~it three yaArt Cht main ~roble~s otose Ee~~ 
oran~e pe.ados in the Obina StreAt ti~•~ ia the centre of Porc,down. 
A5 tha. Re.,•u@nd ra:lie:s wi 11 bi! awn~. 1n 1985 Orang~ p4:ttadei. wer~ 

prot, l\: l ::ed from en taring Ob ins Street •t'ld Woodho1.a1e Street, and tl1~ 

p~ilc• hive ~•fu~~u t~ ol~ow memherG of the Orange Oruet to us~ 
the1e rnur.1:.1s ln ~\.lbeequent yeus. The OrA'l'IR,.8 Otd~r HP. 0':'11)' 
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per~ltt~d to march along the Ga~vaghy Aoad (a ~•in routP. through~ 

predominantly nacionaliat ~raA linklnc two ~ro~•,tant areas) on two 
o~cARi~n~ A~ch ,~~c Lo~ludi~i a parade to the Local church, Tbe 

d~ciaion to ~llow -tht1e ~wo p•rade• ~•• coneidered by th~ polic~ to 

-K 

b.?! in t.he lne~rl'at. oC l-'"'uce within both Cot!!!DUtHttu. l underaund 

tt,ar: 1n~.nt>11:h·s or the nin.Luna.lht colbmunity hold their plludee in the 

~ainly Catholic O~ins Street •nd W&odhoue• Stteet ere~, o! the town 

centr~. ~hilt Ptot•etent orsani1ati~ni are eMcluded from pa.~ding ln 
thut p~tt uf the to~n. 

l nnw tuTn to the ~pReific ~ointa in the final par~grap~ of 

Fothez: L•nnori' s httl!r, on 10 July 748 Ule~bera of t:h@ ucul.' 1 ty 

force~ were dcploy~d in C~rv•gh~ Road ~hite 416 wet~ on duty on 
12 Ju1.y, Although the nperufon 1n Port.adown wu \Jfluctr the comm~nd 
of tbe CollUD~ndinA Offleer ot 11 U~R. a resulsr army oftle~r. 
11oidi.eu hor., tl IJOR were not rJepluy~d in th; town itself, but on 

p,al:~nlUns tLit.lM on the pe,tlplH!ry. How•ver, u Commani:!er U UJR 

w~a tn Port~~own on both d~y~, h~ would h•ve been acco~p3nicd by hie 
01110 t:»r:orL Cruup. l at.tu?:l'I• it wae these •otditrs that the prieeit:~. 

,aw in Gerva~hy Ro•d. I ~an confirm how•veT that there ~e:t ao UUR 
p~lrul~ on duty on the toad or else~heta n,~~by. 

l cannot glve y¢u a precist fiauro for tbe c~acs incurred . by th¥ 

~~curity £orc~8 , Militar~ e~p~nd1ture le not norm!lly ~llQcatarl ~o 
lndt~1dual operitions but L cen tell you t~at the RUC co~L$ on 

1

10 a:id 1.2 July WIHt! t!ipptt>Kimatl!ly £66,000. Tbe l'I\Jlnb~r of 111C1:1b«irF: nr 

the O<tanF,e Otdar who wen lnvolved in the p11'!'.'ad.• t>!"I 10 July w,H; 
l,200 wh.i.1.e :wo tc>ok µarL on 12 July • 
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,1nally. i:wtw th~n 2000 p~~adea and mGr~hea are h•ld i~ Northern 
1~eland ••~h y~~t, the ~••t mejotity of which pn&! off Q~ittly and 
wichnut CjUS1n1 o!fencft tn orhera. lt i• of course vit~l chat the 
or1?,aoiuu !ind tt'IOH takine, pArt co-operate with t:neo: sei;11dty fo-tces 

LO en~ute that parade& ,nd m~teh~e p•&• off pea~•f~lly. ! 4IIl 

plt•Std to ~ay ~n~L toe tbe P••t t•o ot thr•• y~ots tbcrc have b~en 

~ety few iacidc~ts at ~,~~h••, an4 the pol!c, hav• notieed, thiJ 

ye,r ~ore th~n •~•t, • de91ft fro~ lh~ ori~ni~•t• that tht ?ar~d~s 

~hould bt trouble tree and "ot cause offtnce, 
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