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TELEPHONE 

(212) 319-2555 

March 10, 1988. 

Mr. Dermot Gallagher 
Assistant Secretary 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Dublin. 

Dear Assistant Secretary, 

CONSULATE GENERAL OF IRELAND 

515 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N.Y.10022-5494 

Mr. John Stanley, Minister for State of the Northern Ireland 

office, was at dinner last evening at the home of the British 

Consul General. I had briefed a number of guests at the 

dinner beforehand including Maureen Murphy, Monsignor James 

Murray and Joe Fallon . Other guests included Hellerstein, 
who is one of those who investigated the Diplock Courts in 

Nor thrn Ireland for the New York Bar Association and Reverend 

Th omas Wilson a Presbyterian Minister of Scotti sh bac kground 

who is very active i n interchurch affairs in ~ ew York. 

Professor Murphy rang me this morning to give me a report on 

the dinner. She said that Stanley had been given a grinding 

and that it had been put to him very strongl y that the 

British need to make some significant gestutes in the 
administration of justice in Northern Ireland if they are to 

achieve any credibility in the Irish American community. 

Without s~ch moves the Irish American community would begin 

to distance themselves from the Agreement. Hellerstein was 

particularly good and s4id that the American Bar Associatin 

I bel i ves that the question of 3 judge·:; in the Di pl oc k Courts 

~ is a matter of logistics and not of judicial principle adding 

(, that movement in this area would go further to bolstering 

British credibility with the Irish American community . 

On several occasions St3nley hid behind phrases saying that 

his interloculors would not make the demands they were ma k ing 

if they kn ew all the facts. According to Murphy those 

present refused to accept such a defence. 

It was pointed out to him that in the American press those 

wh o cr iticise British policy couple Stalker and MacBride. 

Stanley was very defensive on MacBride and went to great 
lengths to describe the new British proposals on 

discrimination in employment as "draconian·. I had briefed 

Professor Murphy in detail on the British proposals and on 
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our views and she argued a case similar to our own. She 
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quesioned him in detail on their proposals. 

On current difficulties Stanley said that he deeply regretted 
what he called this e x traordinary set of circumstances. Had 
he been asked before Christmas that so many difficulties 
would have arisen he would not have believed it would have 
been possible. He was confident, however, that both Dublin 
and London had held and must hold a steady course, that Anglo 
Irish relatins in general have not been impaired and the 
Anglo Irish Agreement is i n tact. 

MonsigGor Murray raised the McAnaspie k illing saying that 
this young man h a d been h a rrassed for a considerable time b y 
t h e secur ity forces before he had been shot dead. 

Stanley was very diffident on the release of Private Thain . 
He a r gued that it was acceptable to release him because the 
murder h e c ommitted had not been premeditated. When 
pressed by Professor Murphy to do the same for prisoners in 

1/:
,Je;r-hern Irelan,j h e pointed t ·:J his n ~cor-d on ChrL:;;tmas parole 
f or prisoGers adding that h e e xpects the remaining SOSP ' s 
will be released ~ithin two y e 3rs. Same of t hose present 

~- suggested he should gi ve them al l d ates now . 

He di d no t have v e ry much to say about the killings in 
Gibral ter b u t he did mention that in his vi e ~ the Irish 
Go vernment is rushi n g f e n ces by C3lli n g for i~vestigations 
into Aughnacloy a nd Gibralter. He sa i d that he was afraid 
it would boomerang en t h e Gove rnme n t . 

Daithi o·ceallaigh 
Consul General. 

cc: Ambass3dor , Washington 
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