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EMBAROOHD UNTIL 12 NOON, 5th SEPTEMBER 

;(7 ~ - S1.nn Fein stat.ement on end of present round of 

fr Fo1.n/SDLP talks. 

At t hm begi nn:t ng of t. hi~ y~l\r ~:;1 nn Pe:f. n 

SDLP rei r.edved a wr1t.te.n 1nv1 t Ation frnm a th1rrl pArt.y 

to in 

investigating t. he 

pr.i1it1r.nl 

poS:',sib:11.:!ty · of 

.~ 1 rn~d 

d<?ve.loptng " 1:1n 

pe•ce in Irt?l •nd". iny suggestion 

any other purposEl is unt.rue. 

that the talk~ had 

From the 

(")Ver .~ 1 l v i ew 

est al>l i shed 

exc hen,ed. 
r,ut, s~t., (")Ur prar(")~ ,"\l $ were 

that ; justice and peace 

\ 
when ths Ir.f.sh nat1on can 

r.l'ln best 

exe.rr .f se 

be 

.fts 

r.tght 

over 

to Nat .1onal S1lf-determinBt1.on and tho r.onf'Jtct 

.8r:lt .1sh tnter erence .fn Ir:lsh sovere.tgnty .ts 

reso.l ved. 

Sinn Fein believes thF.\t. i,.ny strate.gy wh.1r.h ~.eeks 

to establis:h NRt1.ona1 Self ·- cteterminat.1<m must ha·.'e ~ 1;:. 

i. ts nhjeC".t. 'ive~.: 
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To persuade t hn Br.1 t .1 nh Grn.•nrnm~nt to chnnse :Its 

current poJ .1cy of Pat-t .ttion to one of' nnrltns the, Un.fnn 

ttnd hsnd.tng Soveretgnty to an l"l.11 -· Tro .ll!tnd Govnrnmr-mt 

whooe se.lect:fon wou4d be B d,:,mncrat .tc 11u,tter For tho 

.Tr .tsh nttt .ton. 

To persu11de the Un.tonfstt:; thnt thetr future l1es 

tn th.ts c-onte.,rt nnd to pP-rr.r.1,,dn the Brfttsh GovPrnmf'mt 

that .tt hBn a responstb1 l fty tof fnfluP-nce lfnfon .fst 

at t .t t udes. 

The method of sch1 ev:Jng thnsP. obj~ct 1 ve.F> 

1ncl ude: 

The securing of' L 1.1ximum po.7tt .tcl'Jl un.i ty tn .rre.1nnd 

bl!lsed ori t hesa obj ec 't 1 vas. 

The 1Bunch1..nlf df' B cnnr::ertP.d poltttca.1 campRtgn 

Int ernat .1 nnal ly, us1ng .Dub.l .fn Gnver.nment d .tplomF.tt .tc 

resource.s to wtn 1nternati.Onl!fl 

demnnds. 

support for rrtr.h 

The mobol .tstng of' support .tn Br1tBin itse.l-F wh.fch 

would create cond:it'!l.ons .tn wh .fch the r:I.IJ.ht tn Tr .tnh 

National Self'···Determtnat:l.on ca.n be P..'Kerc:tsed. 

Dur.1nfI th.1s c1.1mpt1ign " debrtte, Bimed at lt.uid.tng to 

d.falogue must bP. .tnt .tt.fl'Jted w.tth Northern proter:;tnnts 

1:tnd Northern prc,tf'st,mt np1n .1on on the rlemor.rrtt .1c 

prt net pl e of Nat .1 onn.l Se.l f ··rl~tf"rminr-tt f on. 

- 2 .. 
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They must be assured of our fu.11 comm:I. t men t to 

their civil ~nd rellg.tow;; rfl!hts and be persuaded of 

the neerl f'or the.tr part:1c.1pntton .tn bu.1ld.1n8 an Ir.1sh 

society based equal:l.ty and national 

rec one 11 J. at f. on. 

There !.s a .lso " need to establish 1J demo~rat .1c 

structuro by wh.f.ch the l'tbove can be B[Jreed upnn, 

implemented and over~een. 

F.tna.lly S .1.nn P~in be.J.feves that therr:- mu.r.:t be 

c once rted po.1 .f t f cnl n et t on, Nnt .1 anal 1 y Rnd 

Tnt ernnt t onn.1 .1 y, to I d~f'e.nd democrat .1 r. rights (lnrl to 

def'end and .improve f h e soct,., .l R.nd E"!con nm:l. c r:19h t s Emd 

rnndi ti onr,; of' the popul at .f nn or t hP- Sf x Count .1 F.>s ,"'Ind 

th11t transgre ssi ons of these r .tght s must be e'H:posE"d. 

The round or tal ks has now concluded, 

I 

In e:; u mmi ng up t h ·e t. a lks ~ft n n F~ i n Pr .-a s t dE:nt, G~ l"r y 

A ci a ms M. P . s ~ 1 d : 

"It 1. s t o b e 

" Sinn F'~tn 

\ 
regre tt~ct that 

I 
S:l.nn Ftd.n ~ ncl t .h l:' S Dl.P 

~ t t h j ;:. + j mt?, on • .!:fn ('~-'P.r :1 .Z J 

welcomed t h e o ppor tunit~ f o r f~cn · o -

face talks between ] he two p~rties which repres e n t t he 

n~tion~li e t popula \ ion Qf the six-c ountf~s d ~cpi t e 

- 3 
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intense external pressur~ aimed ~t proh1b1t1ng th~ 

te1ks. Wa note that t.hot oppns:l.tion 1.<?, not. shnrmci liy 

the combined ~onstttu~nciras nf thP twn p~rtine nnrl hns 

count. i es. 

"F'rom the oltt.set. 0 f th~ dic'llog1 .,c Sinn F~in h~rz: put 

root , -'1.lSI?. nf the r.on f 1. i. ,t 1 n T rel ~nd 1 s ta he f r:iund 

I 

1n t.h~ British GovernmPnt's den1~1 to the Trish n~t1nn 

of ito right to nation~l self-detarminRtion. 

"Succ:essi ve Brt ti sh Governments .~re di. r~ct l y 

responsible for of t he r.ond i. t 1 ons 

ere~t~d hy t.hRt deni~l in whi~h perenni~l ~nnf]j~t hos 

~ver heen pre~ent. Our d:iscuss1ons with th<? S'()I.P 

elictt~d the sharA~ politiral viPw that. thn Trinh 

people 88 n whole ave the. right to Nflt. ·lnnAl Sn.lf .. . 

h ,':'lt. th~ Trir.::;h pP-ople Rhoul<1 h~ 

d~f1nP.d BR those p-oplE"! d n mtr.il~c1 on t.hn ir.1.-..nrl nf 

Ireland (anci :t t,r:; off···shore :Isl ands). 

it. accepted that an 1. nt. P-rne 1 Ri x-·rount y 

settJ.E'!mEmt 1.s no sol~1tion. 

"However, the Sinn Fi=dn <ieleget:l.on w~s 5ome.whot 

perpl~xed that the ~DLP continues to maintain that the 

Br1t1sh Government is now a neutral pnrty to the 

conflict in Ireland. 

- 4 .. 
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"Th:1.s cl~im ignor0s ell thfl' h:i.str.iric ev:idEmc~ ("'lf 

Br::l.t. tsh ciominatir:,n :l n Trcil:"lnd whol 1 y 

cont. r"dir.t.4'.'d by t.he event re; r:if th~ pe;.:t ?O ye~r~, f'll 1 

<"'f wh1.rn pn1nt t.o t.hP. cnnt. 1nn1ng r.r:inm.m1t.m~nt of th/:\ 

8r:iti.sh Onvernment. t .o impose its w:1.11 hy for,e ,".'\n t .he 

Trish people through th~ m~inten~ncc nf r~rtition Anrl 

continuing loy~l.1.st. domin~nc:e of the six--ccunty st~d. e . 

"In the face of British Government inj1.,stico and 

oppression t. he SDLP, t n !H~bst. emt. 'i At c r. l l'l i. ms th~ t. the 

British ere. neutral, C.EH"1 only point to Artirle r,f 

the Hill$horough T~e~ty de~p1te th~ f~~t th~t the 

lny~ltst. v@to 1s ~xplicitly ront~1ned w1th1n th1e 

th.;;, Tr~l.'\t}' 1s ~ "nu.Jr,,,"!r.k ,'ig,-,:f.n .c::t. '"' Untf'?rf .Tri:'7anrl" ~nd 

the Trel3t)1 to he~ "cC"lppe.r·-f ,"!!strming C"lf' p~rtttton". 

"To <":onfer ne1.1 ralit. y rm th<? 8r1.tir:.h Gnvernrnent 

W01.lld t. (") con er neutrality on TurkiGh 

Gove>rnment whose military inv~r:don h~s pl'lrt. itjon('l<i th~ 

1 sl and of Cyprus. 

"The S1nn Fein r.!el eige1t :I on, 1.n et.tempting t. (j 

e:-7pl nre the SDLP policy r,f I unity by c0ni:::.ent 1 Wr.'S 

<11 smayed t . C) r.U scover that. I r.ont~:tned ·w:! th1 n th:! s 

pr.il1cy, WF,\S-: F.\ recogn1.t1.on F.:\nrl ~~("'!;!rt ,':In<:' 0 by the SDI .P 

of thf' loyal:1.~t. Vf't.C1, 

.. 5 -
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11 Th9 SDL'P now P.1ppe.er to t:'lrr.r!pt -!'\S ahsolu+. e. t.hi=> 

power of vet.a of 8 National mi.nor:l.ty ta obstruct. /c\nd 

thwart t.he democrRt .1c r1ght nf the Trish people os a 

who] e to exerc::1 se N~t i on~l Se 1 f-Det ermi nation. This 

pasition js of course untem~ble fnr i,. party wh:i.r.-h 

claims to act in the interests of Irish nstionalists . 

"Sel f···det ermi nat f on 

mean a nat:tr.in' i:: r:ight 

is univ~re~lly ~ccepted to 

to excrci~e the political 

frepdom to determine 1ts own ~~ciel, i;:,r.onom:f i:: ~nd 

cult.ure'\l ch1velopment wtt. hr>ut. e:-:t!"c!rn~l influence ~nrl 

withollt pc1rt. :i~l c, r 

unity nr territori~l r
.ot~l d:l srup+ 1.rin 

1 n t. e gr :! t. y. 

nf t hf' n.-it~(")n,nJ 

"The de.mocrat. ic pa~.1.t. ion , ~nd here thp SD L. P c:;h~rr.> 

011r view, fs th~t the search for ~gr~ement on ~ 

le.st. i ng, demorr!!'\t.1.c and pe~ref 111 sol ut. '! r.,n must 1. nvol ve. 

NorthE'!rn Protestants end evf.'!ry effort must be made to 

get their agreem nt and :f.nvol vement fn the 

const.ftutf.onAl, f:fna c:1.al Bnd politir.al ttrrangP.m~nt1'> 

needed to replace pri.rttt:fon; a.nd, that the r.1v11 and 

rel:f.g:fous 11berties of Northern Protest.ants must. he 

guaranteed and protadted. 

11 W8 r:oncur with the SDLP :l. n r-;tr3ting t. h?.1t. thP. reAl 

questton ts how do we end the British presP.nrP. in 

Ireland 1. n a manner wh:1.ch lm,vef. b~hind A sta.hle And 

peaceful Ireland. 

. 6 . 
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"The Sinn F~in view is thet. Rll experience to date 

show5 that any alliance between sections of Iriah 

nat. i. onal ism and t.he Hr:lt.ir:::h 01'.'V8rnment 1n the 

gove.rn::1nc n of 1 rel and can only cul mi nflt. e in em 1meq1.1r1l 

p~rt. nershi p wh i. ch serv8S the brnad Br:!. ti sh Gnv~rnml":'nt 

i.nterest.. Br:f.t:1.sh Government 1nti?rl"!st. :;:; h~ve thus be~n 

mi:'11.nt. r:dnerl tn th~ rletrimcn+ C'lf t .he':\ interr?~-t!:3 ('If thn 

Iri.sh n~tion. 

1s requiJrf'!d Tr :I. !:,h 

poli.t1.cal p ,~rt.ie!:l ~nd i:ip1n1on, 1nfrirmr.1l r.,r ot.hP-rwis~, 

p u r ~ 111 n g obj E'! r.: t. i v e =- wh 1 r:: h 1 r.i o k t o t . h ~ 1. n t er I::! st rr: "'n d 

well heing of the Irish N~t.:lnn with the- ~1.m of 

norm~lieing relBtionships within the Irish NAtion ~nrt 

betw~en the Irish nation ~nd thP people l'.)f Brit~1n. 

11 To t het end en~ in response t I'.) an SDL.P prnpc;sa 1, 

Sjnn F'ein agrf?.erl that 1:1 conforenc:~ of all pol:1.ticnl 

parties in Ireland, convened by the Dublin Govarnmont, 

aimnd at r~aching 
I 

agrenment on tho e,cerc:isc of 

nat 1 onnl s~lf-determinntion could make n ponitivR 

contr:f.buti.on to an eventual, lnnt:tng, domoc.rntic-: anc1 

peaceful solution. 

"Likewise, 1'.s a step tow~rd~ c\tc:h l':I r::t.r1'tPgy ~nd 

the r11rr,;,nt Rr:1. t1sh G0v!"lrnmF.mt p o sit.:!on r:if p11ti:\t.Rt.1.ve 

ne11tra11t.y, 

.1 r"1 nt.1 y 

we pr r., plo s e d t ha t Si. n n F o i n 1:1 n d t he sn LP 
I 

tall t.0 th<? Dublin ,":'nd L c ndC"ln 

. 7 -· 
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Gnvernments for them to connult together to neRk 

on the policy ohject.:tvf'! of 1r1i;h rf"-· 

1.m1 f :I. c~t 1 on. The SDLP rej net cd t hi~ proposn 1.. 

II If Irish Netidnali8t P~rtiP.r.~ and the Duhl.in 

Q("lvArnment ,.._re. ~ncting the ~r1t1sh 

pr~sencP then they must he 1nvc1v~rl 1n rnncArtAd 

politic~] Rrtion n~tion~lly ~nd 1ntnrnet1one11y t~ 

bring about c::onditi.ons tn wh:1.1'.'.h the r1.ght t.() n.:'\t.1.nnnl 

self-determination can be ~xercieed. 

"There js ~le;o a nee.d for r.C'>ncerte.d poltt:1.c13l 

action, nat.ionelly ind 
ct~mocret.::!c r:!ghts a~d 

internationally to 

snc.1. :oil. ei1nct e.r.onomi c 

def end t hn 

right. s of 

t ·he pnp11l 1,d ion of t tHi s1.x···count 1.ee. Rnct t 0 r.:,:pa~0 

t.r::'tnsgres~.i on~. of thCH,.£!' r1.5ht.~ . The 8DLP rejected our 

proposal on these isJueo. 

"Wh:11r:i the SDLP [e~J uneblr.:?, .;:1t this t:l.mE>, t.o j<'.'li.n 

with Stnn Fein in t.he ~oncert.erl manner des~rib~rl 

above, despite the p tent1al wi.thin such ~n in1t1At.1vA 

t. o advance towards !:'In cwerl'll l 

and pe.l'\CE'!, 1. t :ts t. o bE'l hopE'd t hRt t h~y wi 11 rlr:'1 e,0 

indep~ndentl.y and t~at. they will P,·rhort thE'.l Dut>11n 
I 

government to do lik.wise. 

"While t-J€ have not pre:;<:rnt J y r:;ucceecied :1 n .:\Sr"C£"i ng 

on 11 ,!'tn over,•111 pnZ .ft. .tc··,-,1 st.r ,"lf.Pgy tn (;'Steth1tsh fu .st. .t c: 1? 

.. 8 
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"We firmly be]1ave t:hf'lt t.he bro~rlest 

0111.enc:e, informRl or otherwice nf 

Republfcl!\ns, Soc.1al1$ts Rnrl [lemocrP.1t. r-; in 1:1,:-tiv<:> 1'nrl 

r(")nstant. pursuit of I:' po1it::l. <'."'F.'\l sr,l1J t:ion whic::h f1nrls 

its h~si~ 1n the dernocr~ti~ princ1p1e of n~tionel 

self-determination 1s th~ be~ t mc~ns nf expediting thP 

~ch1t?vPment of peace anct j,,~.t .1re 1n Jre1~nd. 

ohjE><"'t. i vcs l'\nci t:o d11'31 cigt .18 1.\1mc::srl ot ~<"'h 1 PV 1.ng ,".\ 

s t. r ~ t e g y by wh t ch t h ~ y c ~ n h ('! s c, u r E' <1 . 

"We cnnsi dcr 01.1r di scussi on 5 with th~ SD! . P t () hP. 

an important part of thtn rr~ces s Bnd we look fnrw~rd 

to further rl•hate end diecuesion with ~11 

genutnely 

establish 

interestel in dev0loping ~ 

J\>stice enl peeca in rrelonct . " 

ENDS 

Rep11b J.1. r.: a.n PreE".s C C?nt. r e, 

TP1ephone Belfast 230261. 

-· g -
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