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Fc::0wing our exchange of ~~ru~~nT= in March, the 

purpose -. .; 
• ... .: J which was to exclore whether there can be 

ag~eement on an overall nationalist political stra~egy for 

we have s.t udi ed and ,,o,.J ans,.Jei- in 

detail the questions posed by the SDLP. If you rec al 1 we, 

in our 'Towards a Strategy for alsCJ 

propos~d :hat there were a number of ~~Qu~~ af .fecting the 

:--1ationa.list community on whict-, Sinn Fe:1. .. and the SDLP 

could jcintly campaign without prejudice to differences of 

opinio~ 0n haw best the National Question can be resolved . 

t hE 

t C· d cl i ;.: er . 
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NATIONAL ~~LF DETERMINATION 

Sinr, se l t-determinntion to mea.,, ::, ,nat 1 on' St 

f { e :-: E :- :: i :S i= 

e t_ :_·, : ·_ · l:.;,~ .. _. 

p .-:-litical ._ . ·.•.- ,; .;, 

e :-: t c ; n 1:1 l :.. :-.:. f : u en c e and \,~ i t h o u t p a r t i a l r.- r- t o t a. l d i s r :..,;. :: .. t i ,=, !-i 

: =··:! i3 "·/ t h ose 

=·ret e:..: t against t hc,se 

c:ritei-ia . 

f o r partitioi"1 the of a 

mu.intain IJritish rule l ; -._• 

C:· f the vast majority ,::.f 

nc-t th .... ..... ,:: same as self-determination. 

self-determina:ic·n . 

: he 

OD~r~ssion / domina:i a n / resis t a n ce / 0~oresEEion . 

;, ... -.:-z- a.-= 
Pe:=.. -:--= ,-.:- i - =:. ·::. . 

r-· ---- · 

I. ' - -: - 1.- .- --. ' '=" - · .. 1-= : 

. ;•_ · .. ·-· . .. .... . ..- -
.;, :_ ; ' · I,.;, ; -= 

! . _. - - - .• . • 

f• ;:_ •. - ~ I . - -· - - .; - .-' --- - , --- - _, =; ~ '- ~ ·-· = -= ·._.. 
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rsalisat!0n of that 0tjecti~e . 

"1. Do you accept the right of the Irish people to self­

determination?" 

Of course we accept the right of the Irish people to self-

determination, i.e., of the Irish pec·ple as o 

\·Jhole. Tt.e right ot the Irisf-l p-:c-ple, as a \..Jhc-:e, tc.· self-

lS by ut.:i versa.l l )' 

int e,-,,at ic•r.al law. 

The Uni t e d Nat i on s C r, a. i-- t er, Ar t i c l e 2 < 1 ) , -= t "' t O -= t ha t e>" e 

of the organisations founding principles and purposes was: 

friendl; relations among nations 

C·f self 

Tt"-.e - ~ ror •- .. - . - ·. =_ .=. _ _ : .,- - ·--~ =-_ ~- c_ -. -•.. · •· -_: n• ._-=.. ~- -_'. • -_, "·· • : ~ C : ~ ·'· I : .. ~- · 

United 1966 t h.E 

F'ol it i c--=:l. 

So:;· al 

.. 1. All peoples have the right to self-determination. !3y 

virtue of that r·igtit they determine their economic, s-:Kial 

nnd cultural development ... 
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in .A c c,=1 .. ~-danc E th2 Ch:srt2r o{ : J,e LJr:i t ed 

Natio~£ ~eclares: 

" .. al 1 people have the right freely to determine, without 

external influence, their political status and to pursue 

their economic, social and cultural development and every 

state has the duty to respect this right in accordance 

with the provisions of the Charter." 

C·f the 

De ... -lar.s~ion on the Granting of Ind:2pendence to Colonial 

Countri2s and People~ Article 6 of which states: 

·, 
"Any attempt aimed at the partial or total disrupt ion of 

the national unity and the territorial integrity of a 
country is incompatible with the purposes and principles 

of the Charter of the United Nations." 

\i 0:-. th-= b asis 

jJ -.:; J ·=· t -= ·= ·_·r,i t ed 

Sir-~;-, F~~=-! r:ot 

of the principles outlined in ~he a ·oc-·,/: 

14 r . Do vou occeRt thut the Irish people are at present 

deeply divided on the question of how to exercise self·· 

det ermi nu. t _i on?" 

t .~.:...:..-= ·. -= = ,._ ·-·;;; ·_; -= ..: ._.: ; 

-. .. -· - ... .: - -'_: ·-· -:: =- ·. ,L - •• 

·_.:-= ; ; _ :.~- :.-~ -=-: ·..;.:::: ·= f 
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it 

e:-: r:,er- i e:,.: E 

1 0, ,:.,. e:-:i -=· ·= ·. -· 
offcr-ed . -... - - . 

'-f '..J '= ·= '· No. 2 . 

- - ,.. , -· . --·-=1--: - .:.. -

DE:C·=·l E. 

..._,eto e:-:pl i Cit in .. ~ -.;. 
:...••C: .. p.::-l icy 

t !-:~t 

Si,,r, recogni s2:: p0l icy has 

- ·- ....i •::::1...;. maintained a di \'i si or, of pc,li t ical 

in - - . 
.l. r e l ·3 :-. ·= allegiance of a clear majority 

ar!d ... \-. -. 
...... c 

British 

uphold : 

c: 
- · - .• ! : 

;_;.r-,.i c,n i st all egi anc e c~f a natic-nal rZ!ili ·Jri t:,.,: . 

manifest in partition 

:he unionist 

policy 

political allegiance of a n5tional 

against 

rights 

the nat ior.al and derr:ocra.tic 

are di ·,1i ded in political 

that 

su.ch 

- - ... •.::. :·- !11:J.: 1 l \.. ':.l;; 1= i~ . 

rights c,f 

I!~ -=~-

. ,._ .: - \-
1,/',I. ! - ·-. J 

\ \ 

\ 
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Thc,sE: right . must 

r igr,t s C· f the 

".3 . Do you accept that in practice ugreeinent OJl. exerc_ising 

right meuns agreement of __ b~o~t~h~~~t~h~e~ lJnionist and_ 

~~~ioQulist traditions in Irel~nd?" 

~~~ ;-.-~- .- -. ·=c C•f t c1 nut i C·r-.:a l sEl f -· d.et errni ua ti or, 

orac;_:ce involves, . . , pr 1 mar 1. .,_ y, the acceptonce .,. 
01 Irish 

ending 

r EffiC· Vol 

·=·f 

-:.- f 

c u rrent British 

the veto that that 

the e:-:ercise by 

go\ler11rr;ent 

the Ir:..sr: 

1.ri ef feet the 

J:·C·licy the 

has arbitrarily II 
people of their 

~aticna: ond d~rnocratic rights. 

furH1amental policy ch ,:,nge t-y the Dritish 

governrr,:::-. t it lS diffici.;.lt to ur:ionists 

having to come to C :- .~SC!'"', -=- : 1 3 

:-:.atic·na.2.~s t. s. Indeed a guaran t ce .._.: 

?arti t ic~ in perpetuity leaves unionis~s with no reaso~ t c 
,- __ .. C."' · ""' 
·- '1. .. ,,'.t! t... -'· ... C·f 

\... -·· . .,_ -.-L.,'C;.. \. .. ./':::''='! ! 

traditions i= 

ca:-1 be 

~,.;:rt.icularly 

to -. -- ~.: .- . .. -O.'- :. .:.~-= ·-· t=" 

- · ··-· 1:;•_1 ~ \,. e5tablis h l C 

._ ._· ; !'- -= ·...:"=: 

..; -'- •,· -=- . •_.:. •_ · 

.... ~ · . . _. 

L·...1.:..t L -:=; :.:.cd 

c 

i_i~1 i f i Ca':: i. C·:: 

'•' -:;" I.·-

. . - . . . .. 
...... i_ • ,_! - \~ . ._ . 

.. - .: - ... ... 
.:... :- , .; .. -· 
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f !. o ut 

It 

of them g i ve their support to the means of achie~ing Irish 

; ·2 0 2-le .:,. f ~ll tri:iditior:.s. 

everyt~in~ reasonable should be done to obtGin the consent 

of a i::-: North to the c 01;. .:- tit ut 1 ona l, 

political ~nd financial steos necessary for bringing about 

the e:-:c: once this has policy 
·- - - ·--·-···<--·---------

ob j ective of the tw0 governments concerned. - -------·----- ----- ---------____ .. _________ __ - ----------------·------- ·---

"4. If j".OU accept 1. 2 and 3 .,would you then agree that the 

best wa;t: forward would be to at t em12t to create a 

conference table. convened by an Irish government 1 a~ 

which all parties in the North with an electoral mandate 

would attend? The purpose of such a conference would be to 

try to reach agreement on the exercise of self-

determination in Ireland and on how the people of our 

diverse traditions can live together in peace, harmony and 

agreement. It would be understood that if this conference 

were to happen that the IRA would have ceased its 

campaign. It would also be understood in advance that if 

such a conference were to reach agreement, it would be 

~ndoi:_~_p ____ P..):.. the British government_ 

""'- Jn th~ event of the representatives of the Unionist 

people refusing to particiP-ate in s _uch a conference would 

you__j_Q__!n with the Irish government and other- nationnlist 

por::..._t_ic i_gants in preparing u pencefl,ll and com __ QL~hensi ve_ 

uEJ_>roach _ t _o uchievin~_ agreeq;ent on self - deterraina_t iQ.0..------1..I! 

Irelund-:' Would __ we in __ fact and in_~ctice ta:.-e u.Q__the 

chal l _eu._ge _ ~ ui d down by Tone?" 
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. . .: , \ 
\'\' i ..1. ~ ackncwled2e 

·= JIJ l if i ,: cl ti C·n 
1 r, 
J.. 

a conference 

,_, 

0 f a. l l 

\.... - . ~ - .-.. .... 
; l f'.J ·.· ~ 1 ,,_, , .. 

',.Je WC· U l d. 

nc,t ,ju.st 

wc,u~ d t .. -·-== attendance w0uld 

~· ·-· ·= -= ! ! ·- · ~: 0tlem to Sinn Fein however. 

We do n 0 ~ be:ieve that such a conference would be the test 

wa.y f c,r,,~urd (it would only be part of the way forward) 

bc,::ouse w·::-ul d be held as in. yc·t.tr hypothetical 

ir .. tt-!E: absence C·f a pric,r c1eclc.ra.~ic·r-: of ir.tten.t 

ta withdraw from Ireland by the British government. 

mus~. reject any notion of having ::·re-
------- - - --···--·--··· ---·-··· ·------- - ~-

imposed 

of 

!epre:ser1t at i ves .. 

on 

any 

cur own 

other 

attendance or on the' 

party ,-;i th 

facto sovereignty over t he t wo s, t at es c, f I rel a,,d 

e~c,~~~=~ by the British and Dublin governments . 

..:..:..:. the exer c i : .e of I rist-.1 national - - , ,i -;:,-=..:. ! 

determi,,ation i::;; that the British g ,::-,vernr.£nt relinqu:.st"-,es 

Cla:.rr. the Si:,.:- C C•ur1t y 

constitutic,no.: - - . ...J - _C:}_::~_ 

that the British g0 v ernment 
- -- _ .. -- ~ ..... ---· ..... _ .. _, ...... __ 

which will realise the exercise of --- -------·---·'-·--···· -··· ······ -·.--- -· ·· .... -- -·-
self - de t erminatian . ........... - _........... . - ... -~-........ - ·· ·· .... - , ..... ...,. --·- ............. . _,.,. --

t ·=· '-- -t..,' C 

that 

. . . 

A c C· .:"! r er-: r.i ,: ~ 

~--· -·--· ·--------·- ·-----"--····-·-·--·· ··-- ·-__ .,. ., ___ ...... -.--- ·-- .. ----·. ·-·-. "" 
;..:.- =- ~-

i :- ~ .:: :i ·= ,J ~ - - . ; . 

- .. . - -= \~ ~:-:, . ;... , .-. 
L !IC of o v ·- ;: 
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(J unionists assured 

C·l! British government. 

no compunction t 0 move :0wsrds c: cons~nsus on 

to cor1 :3tructive f:'.r-itish di ·=,engag~rn-=r, t. 

Alterne:ively. they would simply de c line the invitation to 

,:} t t e,-,d. 

.-J -
W'.__; ./.I \ - ·'.,., beliE-ve that a conference called t-y t hE: Dubi in 

... ·-· -.. , ....... . . ~·--·-·-·· 
onlv can effE-ct desired ob3eiti~e cf 

·- .... -· ·- 1. -·--- --·-·· · --·--·-· · ··-·--- -· ~- -- .-.~- --· _ . ., ~---- _ . .,,. _,, __ -·- - . ..,, ,.,.., ... 
a•.:hiev:.r:5 tt-1e exercise of Irish n5tional seif-

deter rr:i ,, .:, : ion. 

Such c: ,:.:mference might prove useful in concerting s.teps 

for alleviating some of the abuses suffered by Northern 

r.atior,alists and for obtaining internation.s.l support for-; 

that en~. Furthermore, a re-affirmation of pan-nationalist 

consensus on Irish re-unification would prove particularly 

construc:ive if there was a follow through in the form of 

seeking irite,-national support for that objective. But 

orobleIT; would remain • L 
]. ' neither the British government 

the unio~ists participated. 

the key t C· 

Eriti=:-: .: c- vcrnment tC· ~ecogrl.1s2 Iri .=,t-, r-Latic,r:~l r-ights; tc· 

change t~s 'cresent 

'wit r, in - ----·--- - · . 

r- i.g~:7. 3 . __ ...-~ 

}~U i.Jl -::.-: :_;:-E°'=L! t . 

,:c,r.:.tex: 

sec ,J; e 

endin~ oartitio~ and 

of 

-:= :-: ::. l 6 i n s 

a 

.- . , .­
v ·- · . 
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.. -
·~ L ' '." I_.• ,_; we submitted to the 

at 

. ' Unit v :... · -. C.Oi1Sei1t' 

In the interests of developing the discussions which ha v ~ 

begun bec:ween our ts-,·:· parties we would like to e:.;:plc.,1- e 

what is e:.tailed in your policy of unity by consent. \!.!ill 

the SDLf' define what it means by • a maioritv'? We would - , 

welcome such a def i,,i t ior,. In addition we ,,vould like to 

or, how. having acquired, such 'a hear 

majority' . 

be effec-.:ed. 

the desii-ed--- objective of unity by consent .n,3y 
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Sinn Fei~ Groposal ', ... · .;..;;:. 

Ir:. 

S[,1LP on p -:-l i t i C a 1 

derr,C··= rat i c 

C OJ';1 . .:.T1Uni t V. These issue::. 

plastic bullets; st,ip 

repatriation of pr-isc,,ers; 

.-- ·-• I..J l 
jl - __ ,....I 
~ :::"O L_ ~ 

ochieve 

nation,::list 

e :-: t r c di t i on: 

brutality: 

the 

..: t:'·U.r ts; the UDR; PTA; the EPA; Paymer,t of 

Act; dis -::: r i mi nat i c-r, in and !-,igh nationalist 

unemployme,,t; cultural rigt-1ts; British ecc-r.omic cut backs 

aRd chang'=s in Social Security laws. 

of c most pressing urgency are t~e i~=u== ot 

-?,adicati:--,6 discrimir:::!tic,, -:sr,d the pre-vision cf equality 

That urgency 1s dictated by 

the fortr: ,:oming British government revision of the fair 

employment legislation which will det errr.i r-1e progress in 

tackling '::hose issu'?s over the next dee a.de. While there 

are clearly 

t. hE: SDLP 

\...'!-,at is 

This 

· --~-"':-.._.: .. 
--== ,=..,J..=..:.c w ..... · -= 

divergencies of 

dcu:,-: 

opinion 

onalysis 

between Sir,n c- - "' -J C.L.l! 

of the ca 1Js2 

--~ .. ..... +.:- ...... - ____ .. __ 
..L : L ·~I 1....:. ..=, \. .;.. \... C.;:. ~ · C ~ .:=, - =- '· , 

----~-+--· '._ ·.- ·i, .= .i,..:::::. :. =~-. ·. 
f C·.: 7. 

\, ·- · 

.~. = = ': l ~ .=. :. : .~. 

= ,: •.: =·~ ·-·. 
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~ }·1 e f C· r rn c, f 

the • p,- irnary' legislat ic,,, 

t h e :: e 1 :. = :..1 c .5 . 

ir~clusic-n of the s;: ope of remedial acti -:::;-! av,::.i:,3t.:1= to 

both ern?lc;er5 an~ the new Fair Employment C0rnmiEsion in a 

re.,,,. i s e j Gui de t o E f f e ,: t i v e f' r a c t i c e. That I t}uid~f, is 

be no more than a V"C·luntarv CC·d-:. 

Attemot~ to employ or impose the remedies included therein 

are like::ly· be to continual ir, t t-"1e 

..... - .. -- .. . -
'- ·._,·ui "'~-

We, propose that Sinn Fei r~ and SDLiF' 

irn.znediatel~/ about jointly drafting prc-p-~sal s 

apropos the necessary scope of remedy to be included in 

the forthcoming 'primary' legislation and that we initiate 

an intensive campaign - domestically and internationally -

seekin5 for the inclusic-r; _; 
\ .. .'; I-' ' '-':-''--'=·C.-'. =· 

the revise~ legislation as a means of progressi~g movement 

0~ :_ h-= =-= -: ·= =::-= .=. 

t l-!ere is a ; ·. - - -. ' . ·.:.: neeC 
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