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STATEMENT BY THE ATTO NEY 

GENERAL - 14 JUNE isa 

PA.TRICK MCVEIGH: 

l?ROCEEDINGS 

1. Warrants ~ere is ued at 

Bow Street Magistrate 

on 13 May 1988 for th 

of Patrick Mcveigh 

Cou:r t 

arrest 

charges 

al""l. 

explosion and of poss ssion of 

explosive substances-

I 
. . .. .. 

. . ..... ~ ...... -............. -........, , 

· . ... · '. 
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2 - I d.u:Ly sent. 

Attorney General 

to 

on 

t. 

1 

£ol::t.ow.i.n.g the proced.u 

.:rec::en.tJ..y a.greed 

the p'Ll.rposes 

Ext.rad.it.ion 

1987, a. note 

0£ t.l"'l.e 

( Arnen.d.rnen. 

con.:E.i.rmi 

:c r .is l:"l. 

Ma.y) 

e 

ish 

) 

g 

Act 

that 

the 

had 

Cro~n. Prosecution Service 

the cl...ea.r .in.ten.ti. 

bring a prosec'\.l.t.ion,~ 

they had satisfied. 

that tnere was su:Efic 

a.dmiss.i.b1e evidence 

p.rosec'\.l.tion.. ::t: also 

him a. s ·t. a.tern e 1"l. t of Fa. 

n 

d 

to 

that 

1nse1ve.s 

ent 

found. a. 

sent. to 

ts a.n.d a. 
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~ · . . 

s ta.·t:.ernen t of the reJ..e 

3 .. The :I r .:L s l""l. At torn. 

a.cco.rd.an.c 

the new :Cri.s:h 

s a. t .i.. sf i ed. h..:i..lns e J.. f on 

of th.i.s rna.teria.J.. . th.at 

was .in.deed. an intent.:L 

su.:f£ic.ien.cy of a._d..rni s s 

e"Vid.en.ce. The 

th.e authority of ·the 

Attorney General, wer 

according1y endorsed 

Ga.rda. Co:rn.iniss.i..on.er . . ) 

,._! .;. ._-t._ _ .. _ ._.{_, 

law. 

with 

he bas j_ s 

there 

n to 

b.J..e 

w.i ·t.h 

· r i. sl"'l. 

y a. 

]? a. ·t:: .r .i C k. 
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~­• 
_ ... ____ :..._:....::- - ,_ 

arrested 

".Na.:rra.nt.s on 

occa.s.i.on. of 
I 

on 

18 

h..i.S 

:E oot. 

May, 

"· 

McVeigl""l. 

of those 

upon the 

.reJ...ease 

Prison., 

from Portlao·se 

~here 

serving a sentence o 

irnpr i .s: on.rne:n.. t . 

4. AppJ..ica.t.ions fo 

fu.g.i.tive 

to the United 

by the ::Crish Str..t.t.e S 

on beha.1.f o:E the Iri 

the 

:.Ee 1.'"l.de .rs 

are rna.de 

1.i..c.itor, 

l'l. S ·t:. at. e • 

rrest 

discuss.i.ons accord.in ;;rl.y tool<: 
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~ e • 
place bet.ween tl'"l.e 

Prosec'Ll.t.ion 

:Cr i Sl"l. St.ate 

the end of 

Co'Ll.n.se1. for 

Du.h1in on 7 

Service 

a. conferen. 

the I.:ri.s 

J'Ll.n.e > the 
I 

e 

st.ate 

en.t.ra..1 

g'Ll.estion. remained as 

whether the 

int.ended to 

witnesses t.C> 

:Crish St 

ca. l J... ~"!ng l .i. s l:"l. 

es ·t.:. ab J.. .:L sh th.a. ·t.:. 

.i.n. 

tl""l.e pr is e>:n.e :r before he Co'-l.rt:: 

the person. Vo.Nhose arrest 

was .. sought .:i. n. 

the 

t.1-ie wa.1:: rarit.s .. 

On 9 June Crow11. 

Prosecution. Service . rote to 

,. 
s 
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2:.::!~wummzmmu•llllll!-•am1m_._ ....... mli _____ ..., __________ -..,.\ 

e • 
t.hm Chief State Solici. or 

stating that it was vita1 that 

they shouid hear from him 

forthwith. a.s to 'v-'hether 

English 'v-'itnesses ( a.n , if so, 

which) ~ere required to attend 

the hearing on 13 June. 

5. The foi.J..owing day a rep1y 

'v-'a.:s received in ~riti g from 

the State So.J..icitor tat 

Counse1 had advised tat the 

evidenc~ ~irea.dy ava1 ab1e ~~s 

:sufficient in la~ to sta.b.J..i.sh 

the ident~ty of McVei h for 

I ! I 
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the purpose of the Di trict 

court hearing and 

prop~sed ·to act on 

Ac:c:ord.:lngJ...y, the 

witnesses frorn 

it". was 

advice. 

nee of 

to 

prove his identity wold not 

be required. :Ct was 

c1ear that the Irish 

Generai had persona11 

considered. and. 

th.3..s ad.vice. 

6. Yesterday the 

District. court con.si 

a.de 

t.t.orn.ey 

ed. in 

the 
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e • 
the return of Mcveigh to the 

United Kingdom. Th~ 

uncha11enged evidence led by 

the irish State estab ished 

that the prisoner bef re the 

Irish Court was Fatri k 

Mcveigh, who had been released 

from Port1aoise Prise 

May, and had 

on 18 

1ived a.t 

18 Forest Street, Bel ast. 

The Eng1ish ~arrants xpress1y 

re1atcd to Patr~ck Mc eigh of 

Port1ao~se Prison, fo of 

18 Forest Street, Bel ast. 

The District Judge, ~c"er, 
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hc1d against the Iris State 

on the issue of 

identification. He c no1~ded 

that the State had no 

estab1~shed that the erson 

before the Co~rt was he 

person to whom the En 1ish 

warrants related. H 

according1y ordered t e 

release of Mcveigh, w ich duiy 

occur red. 

7- This resu1t is 

dismaying. The 

Prosecut~on Service 

eply 

ve at 

©NAI/TSCH/2018/68/14



e • 
every stage of thmse 

proceedings asked th 

authorities ~hat evi 

Irish State ~ou1d re 

order to maet the 

of Irish 1a.~. "rhey 

rneticu1ous1y comp1ie 

advice they received. 

Irish 

the 

in 

irernents 

~ith the 

That 

advice did not occasion 

surprise, b~cau.se it 

co~sistent with the 

as 

requirements previous1y made 

by Irish Courts, who have 

n.~ver required. 

linki~g the person 

\0 

e 

ed. in a. 
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warrant. to 

that person. 

offence. 

the 

0£ 

c:ornrni s ion. 

a. spec.fie 

by 

8- ShortJ..y after 

:Cris:h. 

ye terda.y-s 

hearing the 

Gen.era.1 te1ephoned me 

rn.ey 

to 

express his o~n. disap ointment 

~ith the res~it. I e 

to him my o""7n 

profound frustration. 

surprise. We nave ag 

cons~lt urgently in. e 

of yesterday-s judgment 

the next steps the Irish 

\\ 

to 

1.i..ght. 

as to 

State 
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m~ght take ~n the ca e of 

McVcigh, and as tote 

imp1ications of this 

s~rprising dec~sion 
, 

effective machinery 

extradition that ~e 

desire. 

\Q .. 

or tl"'l.e 

or 

oth 
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