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() I ,L n ter' ·C.-,.• 

(u b->'~ 

. . I 
PARLI~~ENTARY Q-UESTION. 

~~.v1.rJ_ 
TliU.JUDAY-... 1£f .......... or ......... 01:.ce.MnE.R. ............. l 9 ..... a,. , {, 

Por OR~L ANSWllR 

1.-------...... ----------------...------------------------------------------·v QUESTION, c., : 1'"r £v f"-'1JI 
~M "'~~ tr!~~. MR JOHN M RRIS: · To ask Mr Attorney General, if 

will make! a ataternent on the · action taken by Her 
Maje1ty'a Govertunent ~o aeek the ext~odilign gt 
Patrick rt an to the Uni tad Kingdom. , .. . ~ 

' 'MEMll~11 CoNSTITU c.v:- ABERAVON LAB 

ANSWER. 
Tut A1'TOaNJiY.0P.Nr. L~-

ThG Gover ~nt has sought the extradition of Patrick 
Ryan firs . f: roni. Del9ium and latterly from the 
Republic o Ireland. 

In the lgian proceedings, which rollowod the 
arraat of .Patrick. Ryan in Belgium on .30 June 1988 
eKt~aditio was sought in respect of the following 
offence,: 

(i) conspi ACY to murder; 

(ii) conap racy to cause explosiona~ 

(iii) ~os esaion of explosives with intent ~o ,. endanger 1 fe or cause serious injury to property; 
• and 

-
-

,,.--
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(iv) po11 

lawful ob ct. 
of explo1ive 1ub1tanccu1i witho1Jt a 

-
Our own pro1e~utin9 authorities consulted the 
Uel9ian p~o1ecutin9 authority befort initiating the 
extraditidn proeeedir,91 Ai"ld were given no roaaon· by 
the Belgi n authority to suppoao that the requeut 
might f1i to 1ati1fy Belgian legal requirem~nta. 

'I'he extra ition ot Patrick Ryan was authorised by 
' the Belgi n Court ot First Instance on 26 September, 

IUbjec:t t 
and by th 
in respec 

understan 
on Friday 

to order 
Patrick R 

the approval at tha Minister ot. Justice, 
Court ot Appeal of Brussels on l.2 October 
of th~ two conapiracy char9cR. 

n's c••e then tell to be conaiderod, 1u, I 
it, ~y the Belgian Minietor or Justice. 

25 November the Belgian Government rofuRed 
xtradilt: ion ond ordered tho ropa1..riation of 

to the Irish Republic. 

On learni g on i Friday aftornoon or lhe Bel~ian 
decision, and that Patrick Ryan wbo cxpectod to 
arrive Dublin that evening, un imme~iote 
applicati n waa made by the Crown l1rosecution 

Bow Street Magistratas' Court !or fresh 
warrcJnts or the arrest of Patrick l\yiln, a$ was 
necessary 
The warz:-il 

facaimilo 
authoriti 

n order to comply with Irish requiremunts. 
te were issued in th~ lnte oft~rnoon and 

at once transmitted to tho lrjoh 
in Dublin at 6,20 p.m. 

.... 
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In the ev nt, I i spoke to Mr Murray ror tho (irst 

time when he telephoned mo at about 10. )0 4.rn. on 
I 

Mond•)' ma ning. : He informed me th~t hn was "till 

cons14erin tha •ocumentation. I drew attontion to 
the ris~ tat Ry~n might di1char9e himsolC fro~ th~ 

clinic wh re he !w"' 1,mderqoini ttQOtmcnt and asked 
him to ake ~n oar1y deci1ion. Mr Murray 

acknowledg d thaf risk. I told him thllt, i C thero 

were any p oblem ,with the doc~mentation or Mny othar 

que,tion, I wou~d be imme<liatcly avH.i lnlJlo. No 

quest ion as \;~ the adeqy a cy or n ,~ y of the 

dOCUfflentat On sert to hit\'\ for the! purpr»Af'l!=! Of the 

s bee~ raiued with mo. 

I undorata d that Mr Murray is stil1 considurin9 the 

applicatio, 

llcfore 

Friday, 
November 
of.fico. 

This 

effective W8rrants wcru oblainud on 

rants in drart form wore on W0~neaday 23 

ubrnitted to the lrieh l\ttnrn~y Ccnar.:il's 

• helpful practice th~t hos boen 

developed etween the two Departments, the lilw and 

practice i relation to warrants boing djff~ront in 
the Kcpubl c of Ireland to that of ~ng lilnd. 'l'he se 

documents 
Belgians 

ere sont on o contingency bar,i1;, lest the 
ecided to rep~tr iate Hy"1n. 'J'h~ <.lro ft 

warrants d d n.<?.!:: constitute the s"1ndin9 or u request 

for extr~d tion. The very purpose vf sending drafts 
to tho Iri his to allow them to commont on tho form 

of the war ants. . .. 

" 

, 
I 
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P'f&C~imil o( the documentation which the Ifish 
Attorney General require& under the provi1ion1 of 

the Ir.i h E,ct,:adi ticn ( Amendmant) Act l 98 7 wei-e 

tranamit cd to hia Department between 4.30 and 6.30 
p.m, tha evening, That documentation containnd a 
full wt tomcnt of the facts upon which tho 
al lcgati ns w<tre founded; a statement 1etting out 
the role ant En;lish l•w; end a cert it'. icatc, by me 
that it ia the clear intont.ion of the Crown 
rrosecut on Service to bring a prosecution and that 
that pro ecuti~g authority has aatiafiod itself that 
thoro is : surf icient admissible ovidcnce to found a 
pro&ccut;. ·on. 

'1'hc doc cntat:ion which I provided to the Ix-ish 

Gencr•l last Friday !ulfilled the requirements 
or tho 1 .9isletion. 

On 
I 

tho Metropolitan Police had reque~ted th~ 
Gerda to obtain provisionol warrants for tho ~rrcat 

o( PotrlJk Ryd~ pending the arrival in Dublin o! the 
wurr.intH I just issu~d at Dow Street, which in the 

J)u bl in 
dcliv~red to tho lriah authorities in 

the ~~rly hours o! Saturday. No 
warrants were, however, sou9h~. 

ment was in touch with its counterpart in 
te on Fridny night wit~~ view to enabling 

me to to tho Irish Attorney General, Mr 
Murray. 'rhi1::1 was because we had learned that the 

Jl 

Mctropoli ·an Police had been told by the Ge~d4 that 

woe to be taken on any warrant until the 
two Atlor ey~ :had spoken. 
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I mention ia because of certllin nualcnding publicity. 

Irish offic ala, apart from draw!ng attont!on to two 
minor deta la, •nd certain pur~ly prOR~ntational 
matter,, ex reaaed themselves content with the torm 
of the pro sed warrants. The sow Stroot w,arrarits~ 

took of .these corNT1ent1. 

Tho 1ri11h authorities on Saturday 26 November 

alei-ted us : to An omission by the Uow st.rcct C:hi~f 
Clerk or a ate in the certificc1tos nccoinpllnying t.hc 
warrants. This o~isaion, which we waro ndviMod was 
not a seri us matter, wa, irrunediatcly rcctj[icd t.hc 

samo day. 

This matte 
power to 

evening 
effective 
on Sat1.1rdo 

affeoted neither the oardni 'R -statutory 

seek provisional warrontff from rrid~y 
the statutory power to bock t:ha 

art ants on the i r a r r i v a l i n I> u lJ 1 i n c.~ n r l y 

morning. 

r 
' I . ,' 

.. 
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