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A8 WE MEET FOR OUR 22nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE ONCE AGAIY
UNDER THR SHADOWS OF TRE MOUMTAINS OF MOURNE WE CAN
ONCE AGAIN USK THE OCCASION OF OUR ARNUAL GATEERING 70
REPFLECT ON OUR ROLE, OOR WORF. AND OUR LEADERSHIP AND
OM THE CORTINUING GROWTH IN SUPPORT FOR THE STEBADY
APPROACH THAT OUR PARTY HAS CONSISTENTLY TAKER TO
CONFRONTING THE DEEP PROBLEXEZ OF OUR SOCIETY. MOST
POLITICAL PARTIES OPERATE Il A NORMAL SOCIETY AXD
THEIR WORK RELATES TOTALLY TO REPRESENTING PEOPLE AND
TO SHAPING THE NATURE AND WAY OPF LIPE OF THERIR SBOCIETY
BITHER IN GOVERNMENT OR IN OPPOSITION. WE HAVE A
COMPLETELY DIPFFERENT ROLE IN THAT WE ARE NEITHER IK
GOVERNMENT MOR IN OPPOSITION. OUR TASK 18 TO LAY THE
BASIS FOR CONSENSUS OX EOW OUR PEOPLE ARE GOVERRED 80
THAT NORMAL DEMOCRATIC POLITIC8 CAN TAKE PLACE AND 80
THAT OUR PEOPLE CAN TRULY AND DEMOCRATICALLY SHAPE
THEIR ONN S8OCIETY. IN THE MEANTIME WHILE WE WORK AT
THAT DIPPICULT AND FUNDAMENT/L TASK WE ALSO HAVE TO
WORK ON A DAILY BASIS POR OUR PEOPLE IN CONFRONTIRG
THE BOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS YHAT CONPRONT THEM.
OUR TASK A8 A POLITICAL PARTY HA8S8 NOT BEEN AND I8 NOT
AN EASY ONE. WE LIVE AND WORK IN THE LAST AREA OF
CONPLICT 1IN TRE RUROPEAN COMMI/SITY IN A DEEPLY DIVIDED
SOCIETY FUELLED BY THE PREJUDICE AND DISTRUST THAT
SEES DIFFERENCE A8 A THREAT AND THAT MORE OFTEN
DICTATES ATTITUDES THAN TRE RESPECT POR DIFFERENCE
WHICH I8 THE BASIS OF STABILI'Y IN ANY NORNAL 8OCIETY.
WE LIVE ALSO IN THE REGION #1TE ONE OF THE HIGHEST
UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES IN THE 1iC. YET IN SPITE OF ALL
OF THESE DIFPICULTIES WHICH FERDER OUR TASK MUCH MORE
DIPFICULT AND COMPLICATED THiAN ANY PARTY IN A NORMAL
DEMOCRATIC S8OCIETY WE ANE VERY ENCOURAGED YET AGAIN

TR18 YEAR BY THE CLEAR ERVIDEHCE OP TEE STEADY GROWTH
IN BUPPORT AMONG TRE POPULATION POR THR LRADERSRIP
THAT THIO PARTY I8 QIVING AND THE WORK THAT 1IT
CONTINUZS TO DO FOR ALL OUR FEOPLE. TEN YEARS AGO wNE
DID NOT HAVE A RESTNINSTER BRAT. IN 1983 WE WON
FOYLE. IN 1986 SEAMUS MALLOX HAD A GREAT BREAKTHROUGH
IN NEWRY-ARNMAGH. IN 1987 EDDIE McORADY SURPRISED
EVERYONE BY HIS VICTORY IN 30UTH DOWN. AND AS THE
WBOLE WORLD I8 AWARE IN 1992 DR JOE HENDRON HAD THE
OUTSTANDING VICTORY Or THE ENTIRE ELECTION IN WEST
BELFAST. IN ADDITION OUR VOYE HAS8 INCREASED STEADILY
IN ALL THE CONSTITUENCIES THAT WE REPRESENT AND 1N THE
1992 ELECTION OVER THE WHOLE OP RORTHERA IRELAND, OUR
PARTY RECEIVED THE HIGBEST V(TE EVER CAST POR US IN A
WESTMINSTER ELECTION. ALL OF THAT 18 EVIDENCE OP
CLEAR BTRONG SUPPORT FOR THE STEADINESS AND

©NAI/DFA/2021/046/216




CONSISTENCY WITH WHICK OUR FARTY HAS CONPRONTED OUR
DIPPICULT PROBLENS BOT IT I# IN PARTICULAR A MAJOR
TRIBUTE TO YOU THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARTY AND TO YOUR
DEDICATED AND COMNSISTENT WOHK AT ORAB8 ROOTS LEVEL
WEICE HAS WON U8 OUR STRADY }ND QROWING SUPPORT.

WE MEET ALSO AT A SBIOMIPICANT TIME IN OUR TALKS
PROCEBS8, A TIME WHICH ALLOW8 ME PIRST OF ALL TO
EXPRESS NY APPRECIATION TO GUR PARTY MEMBERS AND TO
OUR SUPPORTERS FOR THEIR PATIENCE AND THEIR TRUST IN
OUR TALKS DELEOATION, GIVEN THAT THE TALKS HAVE TAKEN
PLACE, POR VERY GOOD REAHONS, ON THEE BASI8 OF
CONPIDENTIALITY. WE BAVE BELN UNABLE BECAUSE OF THAT
TO REEP YOU REQULARLY INPORMED OF THBR KATURE OP THB
TALKS PROCESS. HOWEVER, I THINK THAT THIS WEEKEND HAS
OIVER U8 A MAJOR OPPORTUMITY TO UP-DATE YOU OX THE
TALR8 PROCESS AND TO HAVE OUR OMN INTERNAL DISCUBSIONS
ON THAT PROCESS. IT HAB BREN A LONG PROCESS, HAS
TAXEN A LOT OF TIME AND EPFCRT AND BAS CUT INTO OUR
REQULAR WORK IN A VERY SUBSTANTIAL MAY. I WOULD LIKE
Olf YOUR BENALP TO PAY TRIBUTI TO OUR DELEGATES AND TO
TAANK TEEX FOR THE TIME ANL EREROY WHICH THMEY HAVE
OIVEN, I KNOW THAT THE ENTIRE DELEGATION WOULD WANT ME
TO PAY A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO HEAN PARREN AND

DENIS BAUGHEY FOR THE TREMEBLDOUS AMOUNT OF DETAILED
EPFORT THAT THRY PUT INTO THE TALXS PROCESS OK OUR
BEBALF AND IN PARTICULAR TEE DETAILED PAPER NORK WHICH
WAS8 EBSBENTIAL TO OUR APPROACH AND TO OUR EFFICIENCY
AND TO WHICH THEY DEVOTED 8C NUCH OF THEIR TIME AND
EFFrORT. THEY WERR ASSISTED (/F COURER - A8 USUAL - BY
GERRY AND CATHERINE FROM OUR HEADQUARTER'S BTAPY.

BEPORE THE TALKS BEQAN WE WERE UNDRR NO ILLUBIONS OF
THE MAJOR DIPFICULTIES THAT LAY IR THE WAY OF REACHING
AGREEMENT. HOWEVER WE HAVE ALWAYS8 RECOONISED THAT A
FEW YEARS 18 A VERY SHORT TIME IN THE HISTORY OF A
PREOPLE, PARTICULARLY A DEEPLY DIVIDED PEOPLE AND IP A
8OLID BRSIS OF AGREEMENT WA3 TO BE REACHED THAT IT
WOULD PROBABLY TAKE CONSIDHRABLE TIME. THAT HAS
TUORNED OUT TO BE THE CABE. BOWEVER WE OCUGHT TO
RECOGNIBE A8 WELL THAT CONSINERABLE PROGRESS RAS8 BEEN
MADE. POR THE PIRST TIMRE HKVER ALL ABPECTS8 OF OUR
PROBLEM WERE UNDER DISCUSSINN. IT HAS8 BEEN AOREED
THAT ANY AQGENDA FOR A LASTIHG SOLUTION MUST RESOLVE
NOT ONLY THE RELATIONSHIPE WITHIN THE NORTH BOT
BETWEEN NORTE AND B0UTE AKD BETNEEN BRITAIN AND
IRELAND. 1IN SBHORT OUR PROBL:X !8 NOT, A8 IT HAS BEEN
WRONGLY DEBCRIBED POR 80 LON3, THE NORTHERN IRELARD

PROBLEX. IT IS IR PACT A BRITISH/IRIBH PROBLEM AND
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INDEED IT WAS THE PAILURE OF BRITAIN AND IRELARD TO
SORT OUT THEIR RELATIONSBIPS SATISPACTORILY THAT LED
TO THE CREATION OF NORTHERN 1RELAND. 1IN ESSENCE THE
FAILURE WAS POSHED INTO A CONNER AND CALLED NORTHERN
IRELAND AND WAS LEFT TO PESTER POR ALMOST PIPTY YEARS
OUNTIL 1T PINALLY BURST. 1T 18 NOW BACK AT THE AEART
or THE BRITISE/IRISH AGENDA IND CANNOT MOVE BACK PROM
TEERE. THAT IN 178 OWN WAY [8 SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS .,
SECONDLY EVEN TEN YEARS AGO Ni) ONE WOOLD KAVE PORECAST
THAT THE BRITIBH AND IRISE GOVERNMESTS, THE 8DLP AND
THE THO UNIONIST PARTIES W(ULD 81T ROUND THE SAMNE
TABLE AND IN BPITE OF OUR DIFPERENCES ENOAGE i
SBERIOUS AND CONBTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE. THAT TOO 18
SUBSTANTIAL PROCRESS AND IN IT3 OWN WAY 18 EVIDERCE or
THE BER1OVSNESS OF THR UNIONISTS IN BEEKING A BOLUTION
EVEW THOUGH OUR DIFPERENCES ALBO REMAIN SUBSTANTIAL.
WHERE FURTHER PROORESS MAY HAVE BEEN MADBE, AND TIME
WILL TELL, WILL BE IN WHETHER WE RAVE DEVELOPED DEEBPER |
PERCEPTIONS OF ONB ANOTEER'B DIFFICULTIES, PROBLENS
AND NECEBBITIES.

OUR APPROACH TO THESE TALKS MAS BEEN CLEAR AND
UNEQUIVOCAL AND WE WOULD HOPE. TO CONTINUE THE PROCESS,
WEBICE HAS BEGUN, OF DEVELGPING A DEEPER AND LEBS
PREJUDICED VIEW OF ONE ANCTHER BY MAKING AS MANY
CORTACTS A3 WE CAN WITH THE UNIONIST COOMUNITY
PARTICULARLY AT COMXUNITY LEVEL IN ORDER TO PUT TO
THE¥ DIRBCTLY OOR APPROACE 10 A BETTLEMENT.

PROM THE BEGINNING WE AVOIDRI: THE TRADITIONAL APPROACH
T0 TALKS OF PUTTING OUR DET2.ILED PROPOSALS ON THE
TASLE OF DAY ONE. SUCH AN AFPROACH, A8 EXPERIEBKRCE HAS
SHOWN, NOT OMLY WILL NOT PROLLUCE A BETTLD(ENT, 1T WILL
NOT RVEN BEGIR TO DEVELOP THE TRUST AND UNDERSTANDING
THAT ARE ESSENTIAL PRE-REQUISITES TO REACBING
AGREEMENT. INBTEAD WE INSIHTED TRAT EVERYONE BROULD
PUT THEIR ANALYSIS OF THE PROBLEX ON THE TABLE AND
BEOIN THE PROCESS OF IDENTIPZING THE COMMON THEMES AND
POLITICAL REALITIES THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE PACED UP TO
I¥ ANY SOLUTIOR. THAT APPROACH RAB LED TO A OREAT
DEAL OF CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE AND 1 THINK TO A BETTER
UNDERBTANDING OF OUR DIPFER"NCES.

OUR APPROACR HAS BEEN BAGKD FURDAMENTALLY THROUQHOU?
ON THRE BASIS THAT OUR TASK WAS NOT TO SEEK VICTORY,
NOT TO RIPE OUT DIFPERENCI BUT TO BUILD A 8OCIETY
WHICR RESPECTED OUR DIFFERENCES, WEICH CREATED
1¥B8TITUTIONS WHICE REBPRCT OUR DIFPERERCES AND WHICH
ALLON US TO COMBINE OUR {NERAG1ES IN TACKLIRG OUR
COMMON PROBLEMS.
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THE 8DLP EAVE ROT APPROACHED THR TALK3S 1IN ANY
TRADITIONALIST WAY. WE HELIEVE THAT In 178
CONTEXPORARY MARIPESTATIOR THI. PROBLEX THAT WE FACE I8
A CORFLICT BETWEEN TWO IDENTIIIES OR A8 WE PUT IT THE
PAILURE TO DOEVISE POLITICAL STRUCTURES WHICH
ACCONMODATE THE DIPPERENCES BETWEEN AND ALLOW FULL AND
MUTUAL EXPRESSION TO THOSE TiO IDENTITIES. WB THEN
PROCEEDED TO DEPINE BOTR IDENHTITIES AS WE PERCEIVED
THEN ALTEOUOH WE MADE CLEAM THAT IT WAS FOR THE
UNIONIST PEOPLE TO DEFINE TBE)LR ONN IDENTITY. I QUOTE
PROM OUR DOCUMEBTATION: -

-~ "THE NATIONALIBT COMMUNITY IN NORTHERN IRELAND
8RES ITS8 IDENTITY A8 ESSENTIALLY IRISH AND
PART OF TEE WIDER IRISH FAMILY OX THE ISLAND
OF IRELAND. IT8 VISIUN AND ASPIRATION ARE TAR
CREATION OF A NEW ANI' TOLERANT SOCIETY THAT
UNITES8 AND ACCOMMODATES ALL TRADITIONS IN A
NEW IRELAND, WHERKE RATIONALISTS AND UNIORISTS
CAN CO-EXIBT IR HARMUNY AND MUTUAL REKSPECT.
SOME IRISHR NATIONALISTS BAVE NOT ALWAYS8 POUND
IT EABY TO ACCOMMODATE TH1S8 CENTRAL ASPECT OF
THE PROBLEN. THE XEW IRELAND FORUM CQMMENTED;
"“POR HISTORICAL REA80!8, IRIBH NATIONALIBN )AY
HAVE TEWDED TO DEFINY ITSELF IN TERMS OF
S8EPARATION FROM BRITHIR AND OPPOSITION TO
BRITISH DOMIUATIOR OF IRELAND". IN PACT, THB
EXPERIENCE OP OTHER UEWLY INDEPENDENT
COUNTRIES REVEALS IT IS COMMON FOR NEW BTATES
TO EMPBASISE THEIR 8INGULARITY.

HOWEVER, THE MAINBTRIAM OP IRISH

KATIONALISM TODAY BE).:K8 A MORR COMPREHENSIVE
UNDERSTANDING OF IT8 IDERTITY. THE PORUR
REPORT IN TB1S REGARD NOTED THAT "THE TRAGEDY
OF NORTHERN IRELAND I'KD TRE BUPPERING OF TUE
PEOPLE THERE RAS STINOLATED A NEW
CONSCIOUSNEBS OF THE UROENT NEED FOR
ACCOMMODATION... THE NER IRELAND MUST BE A
8OCIETY WITRIN WHICH, S8UBJECT ONLY TO POUBLIC
ORDER, ALL CULTURAL, POLITICAL AND RELIGIQUS
BELIEP CAN BE PREELY EXPRESSED AND PRACTISED.
FONDAMENTAL TO SUCH 1 SOCIETY ARE FREEDOM OF
CONSCIENCE, 8OCIAL AND COMMUNAL RARMONY,
RECONCILIATION AND T{E CRERISKRING OF THE
DIVERSITY OPF ALL TRAI'ITIONS... THE
IMPLEXENTATION OF TH:HSE PRINCIPLES CALL8 FOR
DEEPENING AND BROADENING OF THE SENSE OF IRISH
IDENTITY".
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FROM THE INCEPTION OF NORTHERN IRELARND UNTIL
THE BIORING OPF THE ANGLO-IRISH AGRERWENT IN
1985, THE NATIONALIS? IDENTITY WAS DERIED
POLITICAL EXPRESSION AMD VALIDITY, AND
NATIONALISTS WERR EXCLUDED FRON EFFRCTIVE
PARTICIPATION IN THE INSTITUTIONS OF
GOVERNMERT. THE PAFTICULAR SIGNIPICANCE OF
THE ANQLO-1RIS8M AGREINENT NAS8 TRHE
ACKEOWLEDGEMENT - FPIRS8T SION-POSTED AT
SUNNINGDALH - BY THE BR1718H3 GOVERNMERT OF TRE
LEGITIMACY AND VALIDITY OF TRE IRISH IDEBNTITY
OF NORTHERN NATIONAL.ISTS, AND THAT ANY HAY
PORWARD IR NORTHERN IRELARND HAD TG INCORPORATE
A PORMAL "IRISH DIMENSION”. POR THE
NATIONALIST COMMUNITY THAT DIMENSION MUSBT BE
A FURNDAMENTAL ELENEKT OF WHATEVER REW
ARRANGEMENTS MIGHT FMERGE FROM THE CORRENT
PROCESS.

- THE UNIONIST COMNUM:TY, ON TRE OTHER HAND,
PERCEIVES ITSELF A8 BRITISH. THE MAJORITY OF
UNIONISTS ARE ALSO IROTESTANT AND, A8 SUCH,
ARE S8TRENGTEERED IN THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO THE
BRITISH CROWN BY TH: LATTER'S ESSENTIAL
PROTESTANTISN. TYRE' REGARD THE NATIONALIST
ABPIRATION TO A UNITZD IRELAND AS REPRESENTING
A PUNDAMENTAL TEREAT TO TEEIR OWR SENSE OF
IDENTITY; PURTHERMOKE, TMRY SEE THR
NATIONALIST ETROS A3 PERVASIVELY CATHOLIC AND
IKCAPABLE OF TOLERANCE AND RESPECT OF YEX
UNIONIST HERITAGE, TRADITION, RIGHTS8 ARD CIVIL
LIBERTIES. AT THE 3AME TIME, 1T CAR ALSO BE
GAID THAT MANY UNIONIATS FEZL SOME APPINITY
FOR ASPECTS OF IRISH{ LIFE AND CULTURE AND
NOULD REGARD THEMSELVES ALSO A8 IRISH. TO
PROTECT THEIR IDENTITY, THE PRIMARY MEANS THAT
THEY HAVE USED OR EOUGHT TO USE RAS BEEN THE
EXCLUSIVE EXERCISE OF POWER.

- PROM A URIONIST PERSPECTIVE, THBEREFORE,
WHATEVER MAY EMERGY. FROM THE CURRENT PROCESS
WILL MAVE TO BE BUCH A8 TO GUARANTEE THEIR
SENSE OF IDENTITY AND TO ASSUAQGE THEIR FEARS
IN TERMS OF THE PEFCEIVED THREAT POSED AY
IRISH”IATIOIALISK 7'0 THEIR ETHOS AND WAY OF
LIPE.

IX BSSENCR THE SDLP SUMMEN UP THE PROBLEMS THAT WE
PACE A8 THE NEED TO CREATI NEW ARRANOGEMENTS OK OUR
ISLAND TO ACCOMMODATE TWO 5ETS OF LEGITIMATE RIGHTS:-
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“THE RIGHT OP NATIORALISTS TO EPPECTIVE
POLITICAL BYMBOLIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE
EXPRESSIOR OF THEIR IDENTITY;

THE RICHT OP UNIONISTS TO EPFECTIVE POLITICAL
S8YMBOLIC AND ADMIMISTRATIVE EXPRESSION OPF

TEEIR IDBETITY, THEIX ETHOS AND THRIR WAY OF
LIFE".

OUR TASK WAS NOT TO SEEK VIC'ORY BY ONEK IDENTITY OVER
THE OTHER, OUR TABK WAS TO (LEEK THE ACCOMMODATION OF
BOTH. THAT WK HAVE MADE ABUNODANTLY CLRAR TO ALL TALKS
PARTICIPANTS. IT POLLOWS IMMEDIATELY OF COURSE FROM
TRE DEPINITION OF BOTH IDENTITIES THAT THEY TRARBCEND
TRE CONFPINES Of KORTHERN IRILAND AND IRDEED THAT WAS
AGREED. IT WAS8 IN PACT ACREED THAT THERE ARE TWO
DISTINCT COMMUNAL IDENTITIES WITHIN NORTEERN IRELAND,
BOTH OF WHICH NEED TO BE OIVEN RESPECT AND RECOGNITIOMN
BY THRE OTRER 80 THAT THLY CAR BE APPROPRIATELY
ACCOMMODATED IN TBE POLITICAL SBYBTEN, TAKINO ACCOUNT
OF THE WIDER PRAMEWORK OPF RELATIONSHIPS WITEIN THESE
I18LANDS. 1T WA8 ALSO AGREED THAT "EACH INDIVIDUAL
CQMNUNITY MAD THE ABRSOLOTE A{ICHT TO DEPINE THEIR OWN
IDENTITY; AND THAT THAT RIGHT AND IDENTITY SMOULD BE
REBPECTED... IT WAS REAPPIRMED THAT? ANY NEW POLITICAL
IRSTITUTIONS S8HOULD BE SUCR A8 TO GIVE EXPRESBSBION TO
THE IDENTITY AND VALIDITY OF EACH MAIN TRADITION". IN
ANYOSE'S LANQUAOE THAT 8 BSUBSTANTIAL AREA OP
AGREEMENT AND INDEED AN ARIA OF AGREEMENT THA? GORB
RIGHT TO THE BEART OP OUR PROALEM AND UNDERLINEB THE
CONSTRUCTIVE NATURE OF A LOT OP OUR DIALOGUE. THE
DIPPICULTIE® OF COURSR HAVE ARISEN AND THBEY ARE
CONSIDEBRABLE, IN TRANSBLATIING THOSE AGREED RRALITIES
INTO AGREED INSTITUTIONS OF GOVERNMENT.

IT 18 PERPECTLY POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE WAYS AND KEANS BY
WHICH BOTH IDENTITIES CAN 1IE ACCOMMODATED BUT IT 18
NECESSANY TO RECOONISE THAT OIVEN THRIR NATURE, THAT
ANY REAL EXPRESSION OF THEN WILL TRANSCEND TEE
CONPINES O7 NORTHERN IRELAKD. IT MEANS IN PRACTICE
THAT THE NATIONALIST IDERTITY MEANS ALLEOIARCE 7O A
WIDER IRISH POLITICAL ENTITY IN THE SANE WAY AS THE
UNIONISTS ALLEOIANCE TO THEIR BRITISERESS 18
EXPREGSED.  IF UNIONISTS INSIST, A8 THEY DO, THAT
ALLEGIANCE TO THE CROWN AND THERIR IDENTITY ARE
INSEPARABLE AND INTERDEPENDENT, TREZE LOGIC ARGUES

~JYACTLY THE BAME FOR THE NATIONALIST COMMUNITY.

(A7ple-<JALLEGIANCE AND IDENTITY ARE INTERDEPENDEAT,  OUR
PROPOSALS TO TRE TALKS HAVE BREN AIKED SPECIFICALLY AT

DENONSTRATING THE FEASIBILITY OF THIS PROPOSITION AND
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ARE PIRNLY BASED oN THE ACCEPTANCE OorF TEE LEOITINATE
RIGETS OF BOTR COMMONITIES ARD OF GIVING TNBTITUTIONAL
BXPRESSION TO THEM. 80 AS WiLL AS ENBURING TRAT OOR
PROPOSALS TOR INSTITUTIONS ENB
REPRESEXTATION TO S0TH BECT.ON8 OF OOR COMURITY NE
ALSO ADDRESBSED THE QUEBTION OF ALLEOIANCE TRROUGH OUR
PROPOBALS FOR COMMI PROM OUTSIDE
NORTEERM IRELAND 70 WORK ALONOBIDE THOBE ELECTED
WITHIN,

IN OUR APPROACE TO TBE TALKS ALBO WE NADE CLEAR
THROUGKOOZ TEA? THE CENTRILL RELATIONSHIP WAS THE
NORTH/B0UTH RELATIONSHIP. 17 WAS THE ONIONIST FEAR OF
THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITR THE REST OF THE ISBLAND THAT
LED THEM TO OPPOSE HOME RULR AND TO UNDIRMINE THE
DEMOCRATIC PROCEBB. IT WAS THE BAME ATTITUDE TEAT LED
THEM TO EXCLUDE ALL BUT UNICN]ISTS FROM ANY BAY AT ANY
LEVEL IN TRE ADMINIBTRATION OF NORTHERN IRELAND. IT
WAS THE BAME ATTITUDE TUA? LED THEM TO OPPOSE
SONNINGDALE ARND THE ANOLO-IF.I18E AORBEMENT. A8 WE HAVE
OFTEX BAID, URTIL THAT NORTE/S8OUTH RELATIONBHIP 18
SORTED OUT TO UKRIONIST SATIBPACTION A8 WELL A8
EVERYONE ELBSES THEX NOTEINO WILL WORK. THE DIVIBION
THAT THOSE ATT{TUDES REPREBINTS GO RIOET TO THE BEART
OF OUR PROBLEM. TREY ARE 9IV1BIONS WHICH SROULD BE
REGRETTED BY ALL PARTIES TC THE TALKS BECAUSE A VERY
\llcﬂ PRICE MAS BEEN PAID BY ALL BUT ESPECIALLY BY THE
‘4‘_-,?20?!-! OF TRE MNORTH. IT 18 BURELY IX EVERYONE'S
' i{NTERBST THAT TEOBE DIVISIO0NS BHOULD BE HEALED AND ALL
PARTIES 7O TEE TALKS. PARTICULARLY THE TWO OQOVERNMENTS
S8KOULD DECLARE A8 THEIR OBJKCTIVE TEE BEALINO OF TROBE
DIVISIONS AND COMMIT TNEIR RESOURCES TO CREATINO THE
ATNOSPHERE 1IN WEICH SUCH A BEALING PROCESS WILL TAKE
PLACE. IT GOES WITHOOT SAYING, BUT IT NEEDS EAFHABIS,
TAAT THOBB DEEP DIVISION3 CAN ONLY BE EBDZD BY
“lessber AOREEMEAT AND BY RESPECT PCR DIFFERENCE.

1K THE MEANTIME, IN KEEPINO WITE A BEALINO FROCESS, THE
8DLP HAVE PROPOSED THE ESTHBLISEMENT OP A NORTH/ 80UTH
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, MODELLED ON THE EUROPEAM COUMCIL
OF NIAISTERS, WITR DECIBIONS TAKZR BY COMBEXSUS. OOUR
APPROACE TO BETTING UP ANY STRUCTURES BEXWEEN NORTH
AND SOUTR 15 BABED ON OUR (LEAR ViEd TRAT | BUCK
STROCTURE SBEOULD BE A MAJOR ELPMENT IN E NEAL1NO
PROCESS. FOR THAT REASON WE HAVE INSISTED TEAT ANY
NORTX/BOUTR STRUCTURES 8300LD HRAVE A NOMBER or
CAPKCITIES, BUCH STRUCTURZS S8HOULD HAVE: -

- A CAPACITY TO REPFESERT BOTH THE NATIOBALIST
AND UNIONIST IDENTITIES IN A XANNER WHICH
WOULD ATTRACT THE BUPPORT or PEOPLE IN BOTH
PARTS OF IRELAND;
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A CAPACITY TO ADDRERSS ALL MATTERS OF NUTUAL
CONCRRN AND INTEREST O THE PEOPLE OF TEBR
WHOLE ISLAND;

A CAPACITY TO PROMOTE AND ACHIEVE HARMON]IODS
ACTION BDETWREN INBTITITIONS AND AGENCIES IR
BOTH PARTS OP IRRLAMD;

A CAPACITY TO PROMOTE COOPERATION AND
ONIFPORNITY IN RELATION TO MATTERS AFFECTINO
THE WHEOLE OF IRELAND:

A CAPACITY TO PROVIDE PFOR THEE ADNINISTRATIOAN
OF SERVICES ON A NUTUALLY AGREED BABI1S:

A CAPACITY TO BREAK D(WN BARRIERS OF DISTRUSBT
WRICH LED TO PAST DIVISIONS AND TO LEAD TO A
UNITY, BASED ON AOREEMENT, OF THE PEOPLE WHO
INHABIT THE ISLAND OF IRELAND, ACCEPTING BOTH
DIVERSITY WITHIN IRELAND AND THE UNIQUE
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE PEOPLES OF IRELAND
AND BRITAIN.

OUR PROPOSAL I8 THAT TRE OVHERALL AGREEMENT IN BOTH
STRANDS SROULD BZ® ENDORSBED IN A JOINT REFERENDUM ON
THE SANE DAY NORTH AND B800TH REBQUIRING A YEB FROM
EACH. THUS WE BRING TO IT8 LOGICAL CORCLUBION THE
PRINCIPLE OF CONSENT AND REALGURE THE UNIONISTB THAT
WE SEEXK THEIR AGREEMENT. FRON A NATIONALIST/
REPUBLICAN VIEWPOINKT IT I8 “HB PIRBT TIME TEAT THE
PEOPLE OP IRELAND A8 A WHOLE WOULD HAVE BPOREN SINCE
1918 AND THEIR RNDORSEMENT WCULD GIVE POR THE PIRET
TIME TOTAL ALLEOIANCE TO THE INSTITUTIONS OPF
GOVERNMBNT NORTH AND BOUTH. ''HAT I8 THE ONLY BASIS OF
LASTING PEACE AND IT I8 SELY EVIDENT TO ANYONE WHO
DOES8 ANY 8ER1OUS ANALYSBI8 OF THE OVERALL PROBLENM,

IN ASKINO THRE UNIONIST PEOPLY TO PACE UP TO THE TASK
OF HEALING THE DIVISIOMS AMOMG THE PEOPLE OF THIS
ISLAND WE REALISE THAT WX ARE ASKING THEX TO
FUNDAMENRTALLY RE-APPRAISE THEIR APPROACH TO THE
PROBLEM. 1IN ABKING THEM TO MOVE TO AN AGREED IRELAND
- A TBRM TO WHICHR TREY S8EEX TO TAKE EXCEPTION - WX
BELIEVE THAT WE ARE ONLY TALRING COMMON SENSE. 18 IT
WRONOG TO AGREE ON HOW WE SHARE THIS 1SLAND TOGETHER?
I8 IT WRONG POR SBRBS AN} CROAT8 TO END THERIR
DIVISIONS BY AOREEINO ROM TH:Y LIVE TOGETHER, I8 IT
WRONG POR TURKISE AND GREEK YPRIOT8 TO AOREE TO END
THEIR DIVISIONS BY AGREEBINO HOW THEY LIVE TOGETHER?
WHAT MUST BE UNDERLINED 18 TEAT AOREEMENT TO ERD
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DIVISIONS I8 NOT AGREEMENT T0 END DIFFERENCE. IT IS
IN RYPECT AGREEMENT TO ACCOMMCDATE DIFFVERERCE. 1T I8
TO ACCEPT, AND NATIONALISTS MUS' ACCEPT I? TOO, #8 THAT
ONITY DOES NOT MNRAN UNIPOFMITY. IT MEANS THE
ACCEPTANCE OF DIFPERENCB. EVIRY PEACEFUL AND SBTABLE
BOCIETY IN TBE WORLD 18 PEICEFUL AND STABLE ONLY
BECAUSE IT ACCEPTS DIVERBITY. IF ALL B8IDES ACCEPT THE
CRALLENGE OF OUR BASIC APPROACH TO TRE TALKS 7HAT OUR
BASIC TASK 18 TO ACCOMMODATE CUR DIFFERENCES, TO
ACCOMMODATE TWO BETS8 OP LEGITIMATE RIGHTS AND GET DOWN
TO THE TASK OP ACHIEVING B8UCH I.CCOMMODATION, THEN IT 18
VIRTUALLY CERTAIN TEAT WHAT WILL EMERGE WILL PROBABLY
BE VERY DIFFERENT PROX TRADITIONAL PAST PROPOBALS.
WHAT 18 EBSENTIAL 18 THAT THEY S8HOULD BE AGREED. IT
18 ALS8O CERTAIN THRAT IN THIS8 DAY AXD ACGE, IN A WORLD
WHICH GET8 SMALLER XVERY DAY, A8 PEOPLE OP THE WORLD
GET CLOBER AND CLOBER, TRE QUAMREL THAT HA8 DISPIGURRD
THI8 BMALL ISBLAND :I18-HOPELES88SLY OUT OPF DATE.: '

THE OTHER CORSISTENT ELEMENT IN UNIONIST THINKING,
WEICH COMES ACROS8 TO US A8 A 1ACK OF SELF CONFIDENCE,
18 THE PERBISTENT NEED FOR REPETITION BY THE BRITIBH
GOVERRMENT OF THE COMSTITUTIONAL GUARARTEE A8 THE
BASIS OF TEREIR POSITION. IT SEEMS TO US TEHAT IT 18
SBURELY IN TME BEST INTERESTS OF THE UNIONIST PEOPLE,
AND INDEED OF EVERYONE INVOLVED IN THIS PROBLEM, THAT
THEEIR REAL STRERGTH - AND INDEID AT THE END OF TRE DAY
THEIR ONLY STRENGTH THAT MATTERS - 18 IN THEIR NUMBERS
AND TEEIR GEOGRAPHY AND IN STLNDING ON TBEIR OWN FEET
TO NREGOTIATE AN AOREEMENT WHICE ACCOMMODATES THEIR
BASIC INTERESTS8 AND THEIR IDERTITY, INDERD IT I8
SURELY ALSO IN THE INTERESTS O}’ THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT
TO ENCOURAGE  THE UNIONISTS %O DO JUST THAT. AND
INDEED WE S8HOULD ALL BE ENCOURAGED BY THE FACT THAT IP
THAT TAKEB PLACE IT WOULD 3K TAKING PLACE IN A
COMPLETELY DIPPERENT ATMOSPHERE AND SITUATION THAN THE
19208. IT WOULD BE TAKING PLACE IN TEE CONTEXT OP THE
NEW EOROPE WHICE WE BAVE ALL MGREED I8 A MAJOR WAY TO
POOL OUR RESOURCES AND TO GROVW CLOSER TOGETHER

ARD IX WHICE BRITAIN AND IRELAND ARE ALREADY INVOLVED
TOOETHER IN A MAJOR BHARING PROCES88. IN ANY CASE WE
HOPE THAT TRE ONIONIST PEOPLE IKECOGNISE THAT IT IS OUR
CLEAR VIEW THAT IT I8 IN OUR INTEREST AS WELL A8
THEIRS THAT OUR AOREEMERTS AR{ REACHED IN PRIENDSKIP

(‘Awa.g) AND IN RESPECT POR OUR D1FFERNNCES.

TRE ONE ORGANISATION WHO CCULD MARKE THE OREATEST
CONTRIBUTION TO CREATING THE ATMOSPRERE IN WHICH ALL
THIS COULD HAPPER 18 THE PROVISIONAL REPUBLICAN
MOVEMERT. THEIR ATTITUDE, A8 EXPRESSED BY TREIR
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MEBTHODS, 18 THAT DIPFERENCE I!i A THREAT AND THEREFORE
S8HOULD BE DESTROYED. IN THE 'ROCES88 THEY NOT ONLY DO
NOT REMOVE DIFPBRENCE THEY INTENSIPY IT TO THE POINT
OF DIVIBION. DOBS IT NEVIR OCCOR TO THEM THA?
DIFFERENCE I8 NOT A MATTER OF CHOICE IT IS A MERE
ACCIDENT OP BIRTE AND UPBRINGING. HAD THOBE WHO KILL
HUMAX BEINGS IN THRE NAME OF THE IRA BEEN BORN AND
REARED IN THE SHANKILL ROAD OR IN BIRMINGHANM, DO THEY
¥OT REALISE THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN THER
POLICEMAN OR TEE YOUNG SOLDIER TRAT TREY KlLLlD. AOW (‘ ]/ s
CAN YOU UNITE WITH PEOPLE BY AILLING YEEM. WHAT BORT ‘rh yq)
OF WORLD WOULD WE LIVE IF IF EVERYONE TREATED
DIFFERENCE A8 A THREAT? TRE NORMAL ANSWER FROM THE
PROVOS TO 8SUCH CRITICISN I3 "WHAT ABOUT..." NO7T
SBEEMING TO REALISE TRAT EVEN IP THEIR WBAT ABOUTERY
WAS CORRECT ALL IT MEANS I8 THAT THEY ARE TAKING THEIR
STANDARDS PROX THOSE ABOUT WEOM THEY ARE COMPLAININC.
LET ME REMIND THEM AGAIN OF ‘IHAT MARTIN LUTHERR KIhG
S8AID, "IF YOU USE THE METNOUS OF TRE OPPRESBBOR YOU
WILL EWD OUP WORBE ' THAN TEE OFPRESBSOR"™. THE IRA R/IVE
KILLED 8IX TIMES MORE HUMAN BEINGS THEN THE BRITISH
ARMY, THE RUC AND THE UDR PUT TOGETHER.

IN RECENT TIMES POLITICAL LEADER OF THE PROVISIONAL
REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT BAVE INDICATED THAT THEY ACCEPT |
TRAT ANY BOLOUTION TO THE PHOBLEX OF IRELAND NXUST
INVOLVE THE AGREEMENT OF THE DIVIDED PEOPLE OF THIS
COUNTRY. LET U8 HOPE THAT THEY WILL PFOLLOW THAT
WELCOME APPROACE TO IT8 LOGICAL CONCLUBION AND USE ALL |
THEIR INPLUENCE TO PERSUADE THE IRA TO LAY DOWM THEIR ,k
ARMS 80 THAT OUR ENTIRE COMMUNMITY CAN GET DOWR TO THE
ESSBENTIAL TABX, THE REALING FROCESS OF BREAKING DOWN
TEE BARRIERS OF DISTRUSBT ARD PREJUDICE THAT BTAND 1IN
THB WAY OF 8UCH AGREEMENT. 8 THEY WATCH THE AWrUL
TRAGEDY OP THE BBRBS AND THE CROAT8 DO THEY NOT BEE
THE PAINPUL PUTILITY OP GUNS LND BOMBS AS A METROD OF
UNITING DIVIDED PEOPLEB. THE MORAL COURAGE REQUIRKD
1‘0 ADHIT THAT AXD TO LAY DOWNN THEIR ARMS WOULD BE ONE
TEE MO8T PATRIOTIC ACT8 IN THE HISTORY OF THIS

G*” OOUH?IY .

PARALLEL TO THMER POLITICAL TALKS - AND XNO LESS
IMPORTANT - I8 THE NEED TC MAKE A NEW BTART IN
TACKLING THR ECONROMIC PROBLEMS8 OF NORTHERN IRELAND,
TRE UNENPLOYMENT, THE ORBAN DEPRIVATION AND RURAL
DECLINE, THE LACK OP GROWMTHE AND TEE DEATH OP ROPE. AT
THE END OF TRE DAY POLITIC8 19 ABOUT PEOPLE, THE REAL
AKD ONLY WEALTH OF ANY COUNTRY, UNEMPLOYMERT AKD
EMIGRATION ARE TREREFORE DRATRUCTIVE OF OUR REAL
COUNTRY. POLITICS8 AND ECOROM'CS8 ARE INSEPARABLE.
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WHAT I CANNOT ACCEPT FROM THI' PRESENT GOVERNMENT I8
TRE LACK OF AMBITION - AND WITH IT, THE LACK OF
RESPONSIBILITY - IX RELATION TO OOR ECONQMIC
DIFPPICULTIES8. WE ARE TOLD, TN PACT, TO RXPECT THAT
TRINGS CAN OXLY OR? WORBE WILLOWING THE REVIEN OF
PUBLIC EXPENDITURE. THE 8DLP STANDS READY TO JOIN
WITH EVERY OTHRER POLITICAL PARTY, AND WITH TRADE
UMIOM8, BUSINESS ORGANISBATION AND VOLUNTARY BODIES IN
OPPOSING PUBLIC EXPENDITURE CIRBS, WNICH WILL BAVE A
DISPROPORTIONATE AND DEVASTATING IMPACT 1IN NORTHERN
IRELAND. THI8 8HOULD BECOM: OUR MAJOR, IMMEDIATE
PRIORITY AND WK SHOULD BE READY! TO PUT ASIDE POLITICAL
DIPFERENCES AND DISAGREEMENTS8 TO SUPPORT ARD ORCANISE
OPPOSITION RIOGHT ACRO88 THE SI’ECTRUM OF OPINION.

THE NZXT STEP KU8? BE TO CREATH CONSENSUS POR THE NEED
FOR A NEW ECONOMIC S8TART, BASED ON POLICIES TAILORED
TO THE UNIQUE SITOATION AND XEXDS OF NORTHERN IRELAND.
IN TBE FIRST PLACE WE S8HUULD DISCUSS WHAT THE
OBJECTIVES OP ECONOMIC POLICY SHOULD BE. WE BELIEVE
THE PRINARY OBJECTIVE NUST BE TO MAXIMISE CROWTH, TO
GENERATE ACTIVITY WHICH WILL CREATE JOBS. A MININUM
TARGET WOULD BE GROWTH OF AT LI:AST 5\ GREATER THAN THE
PROJECTED LEVEL OF GROWTH IN THE UK ECONOMY. THS
TARGET, BOWEVER AMBITIOUS IT MAY APPEAR, WOULD NEED TO
BE MAINTAINED YEAR-BY-YEAR IOR A DECADE IN ORDER
MERELY TO BRING NORTHERN IRELLAND UP TO THE EUROPEAN
AVERAGE OF ECONOMIC WELPARE AID EMPLOYMENT.

IT 18 CLEAR THAT IN THE PLST, NORTEEAN IRELAND'S
ECOMOMIC PERPORMANCE WAS THAT OF AN UNDEVELOPING,
DEPENDENT, PERIPHERAL REOION OP THE UNITED KINGDOM.
IP WE ARE TO ACHIEVE A NINIMUM ORONTH OBJECTIVE, WE
NEED TO TRANSPORM THE WAY WE “BINK ABOUT OUR ECOKOMY.
IRSTBAD OF REPLICATING POLICI:S DETERMINED 1¥ LORDON,
WE MUST, AT THE VERY LEAST, AKE ACTION AT REGIORAL
LEVEL TO COMPLEMENT BUCHE POLIZ1E8. IN PACT, WE NUST
GO MUCH PORTHER. WE NUST EMB.ARK ON THE "RADICAL AND
DIPPICULT PROCESE™ OF SOME DECOUPLING OF TEE WAY
NORTHERN IRELAND ARRANOES IT: ECONOMIC APFAIRS PRON
THE PRACTICES IN GREAT BRITAIN®. NOT MY WORDS, BUT
THE RECOMKENDATION OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND ECONOMIC
COUNCIL. IN IT8 RECERT REPORT ON ECONOMIC STRATEOY IN
NORTHERN IRELAND (REPORT 88, ULY 1991, P. 76). (OUR
PARTY HAS DRAWN A LOT ON THE REPORTS8 AND SYUDIES OF
TE18 COUNCIL).

WE CANNOT ACCEPT THE DOGMA OUTLINED BY THE GOVEREREAT
IN ITS BO-CALLED STRATEGY PAPiR FOR NORYHERR IRELAXD.
“COMPETING IN TEX 1990s" WHICH RELIES ON THE FREE-PLAY
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OF THE MARKET., THIS APPROACH WAS JUDOED LAST TUESDAY
NOT TO BE GOOD ENOUGH POR THE UNITED BTATES; IP IT
DOES NOT WORK THERE. AND IFr THE UNITED 8TATES NEEDA AN
ACTIVE PARTNERSEIP BETWEEN GOVERIOGENT AND THE MARRET,
HOW MUCH MORE IS IT ESSERTIAL POR AN ACTIVE ROLE FOR
QOVERMMENT IN A WEAKR, PERIPHERAL REGION. THE REAL
WORLD, NOT TRE WORLD OF DOMU: REQUIRES GOVERNMENT TO
HAVE REBPONSIBILITY, TO PROVIDE ABSISTANCE AND 70 USE
RESOURCES TO EXPLOIT OPPORTUBITIES.

ONCE WE SER OURSELVES AS SONETHING DIFFERENT FROM A

REGION OF THE UNITED KINODOM NEW POSSTBILITIES EMERGE.

IN FACT, REGIONAL PERFORMANCE HAS ALWAYS BEEN - AND I8

NOW INCRRASINGLY - INPLUENCED BY THE INTERNATIONAL

ECONOMIC S8YSTEM. POR EXANPLI,, NEW TECHNOLOGY OR THE
REORGANISATION BY COMPANIES OF THEIR PRODUCTION AND

SUPPLY CHAINS, POR REABONS WAICH HAVE NOTHING TO DO

'WITR 'THE NATIONAL'‘ECONOMY MAY RADICALLY CHANGE A

REGION'S PROSPECTS A3 THE PEOPLE OF NAGHERAFILT
DISCOVERED LAST YEAR WEEN A NOLTINATIONAL BRANCH 5

CLOSED DOWN. WE HAVE TO LEAFN TO LINK DIRECTLY INTO [Afer
THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOKY, IN THE CONTEXT OF THE

WORLD'S SUPPLY, PRODUCTION AN) DISTRIBUTION NETWORKS, .( " PM-/]
OTHERWISE THE WORLD WILL PASH 08 BY.[-\ &

IN PANTICULAR, WE KUST MAKE A MASSIVE EFPORT TO TRAIN W "C“‘f /
AND EDUCATE ALL OUR PEOPLE. HY EUROPEAN STANDARDS TRE '~/
BRITISH EDUCATIOBAL SYSTEX S'ANDS8 OUT BECAUSE OF THE

HIGH PERCENTAGE OF YOUNG PEOPLE LEAVING THE EDUCATION

AND TRAINING HYSTEN WITH INADEQUATE OR- RO BRILLS.

KERE IN NORTHERN IRELAND WE ONTAIN VERY GOOD "A™ LEVELY -

AND UNIVERSITY DEOREE RESULTS;, BUT ANE EVEN LE8S8/
BUCCRSSFUL THAN TEE BRITISR IN PROVIDING BASIC axu.t.ak /

AND TRAINING TO THE OVERALL POPULATION. THIS NEGLECT,\-
APART PRON ITS COST IN THE WASTE OF NUMAN TALBRT, 18
SUICIDAL IN TERMS OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMER?. POR WE

KNOW TEAT TWO OUT OF THREE .OBS WILL BE AFPPECTED BY

THE AEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, AND THAT THE NEW
TECHNOLOGY 13 MAKING AK IMPACT - NOT, AS PREDICTED BY
ELIKINATING JOBS BUT RATEER BY CREATING A HUGE NEKD

FOR TRAINING ARD RETRAINING.

TOGRTEER WITH A LARGE TRAINIKG EFPORT TO IMPROVE THE
SKILLS OP OUR PEOPLE WE NEEZD KEASURES TO IMPROVE
NORTHERR IRELAND'S COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE IN TRANSPORT
AND COJO{UNICATIONS8. I AM GLAD TO SEE THAT ORGAXISXD
BUSIRESS ON BOTH SIDRS OF THE BORDER NOW RECOGNISZE AND
ARE LOBBYING FOR, A" PLANNED, COORDINATED APPROACH TO
THE PROVISION OP SUCH INFRASTRUCTURE ON THE BA818 CPF
THE NKEDS OF THE ISLAND OF IRRLAND, AX APPROACR WHICH
18 SEARED AND BNCOURACED BY THR EUROPBAR COMNIGSBION.
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OLOBAL PROGRESS IR TRANSPORT AND CQMMUNICATIONS
TECHNOLOGY AND NEW METHODS OF PRODUCTION MAVE URRATLY
INCRRASED THE MOBILITY OF THE WANUFPACTURING AND
BERVICES BECTOR. A RECENT BUROPEAN COMMISSION STUDY
EBTIMATES THAT THZ PROPORTION OF TOTAL ENPLOYMENT THAT
CAN HOW BE CONSIDERED TO BE POTENTIALLY
“"OEOORAPHICALLY MOBILE" HA9 INCREASED FPROM AROUND 30
PER CENT IN THEE 19508 TO OVER 50 PER CENT IN THE
PREBENT DECADE. . THUS THE N:W TECRNOLOGY., WITE ITS
ABILITY TO TRANSCEND DISTANCE, OIVES US A OREAT
OPPORTUNITY TO BRINO EMPLOYMBNT NOT JUST TO NORTHERN
IRELAAD, BOT MITHIN NORTBERN IRELAND TO REVITALISE OUR
TONNS AND VILLAGES.

WE ARE LIVING THROUGH THE CGREATEST REVOLUTION THE
WORLD HAS EVER SEEN, TEE TECHNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION THAT
HAS MADE THE WORLD A MUCE SMALLER PLACE, AND WHICR RAS
80 MANY IMPLICATIONS FOR OUF ECONOMIC FUTURE. THE
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION, THE LAST MAJOR ECOXNOMIC
REVOLUTION TO CHANGE THE WORL) LED TO DEPOPULATION OF
REGIONS LIKE OURS, DEPOPULATICN OP RURAL SOCIETIES AND
TO URBANISATION AND CENTRAL.ISBATION BECAUCSE OF THE
BBEER NATURE OP THE WEALTH CREATING PROCESS. THE
TECHNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION I8 CilAMOING ALL OF THAT. IT
I8 NO LONGER NECESSBARY POR E)AMPLE FOR GOVERMMENT OR
BUBINESS TO CENTRALISBE IR CAYITAL CITIES. OBOGRAPHY
I8 NOW MEANIROLESS IN RECONOMIC TERMS. AS PRESIDENT
DELORS SAID IN DERRY THIS WIEK "PERIPHERY I8 NOW A
PURELY QEOGRAPRIC TERM IT I8 NOT EITHER POLITICAL OR
ECONOMIC"”. DECENTRALISATION WILL BE AND I8 ALREADY A
MAJOR P¥PACTOR OF TEIS TECHNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION.
QUALITY OF LIPFE WILL BE ONE OF THE MAJOR FACTORS IN
DECIDING TRE LOCATION OF BUSINESS. A8 TRE OFFSHORE
IBLAND OF THE NEW EUROPE WK HAVE QUALITY OF LIPE IN
PLENTY BUT WK SHOULD BE FPACIKRC UP TO THE CHALLENOE AND
TURNING IT TO OUR EMPLOYMENT ADVANTAGE. OUR ISLAND
CAN PROVIDE SERVICE INDUSTRY POR TEE REST OF EUROPE
AND INDEED THE REST OF THE WORLD.

ANOTHER PUNDAMENTAL CONSEQUENCE OF THE TECHNOLOGICAL
REVOLUTION I8 THAT PFEWER AND PEWER PEOPLE ARR
PRODUCING TRE REAL WEALTH OF THBE WORLD. THIS MEAMS
TRAT THE WHOLE TRADITIONAL MENANING OF LABOUR OF KORK,
OF EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMEN: I8 CEANOINO. THE 2lst
CENTURY WILL BE A COMPLETELY (KW WORLD BUT A WORLD IN
WHICHE THE STATE NWILL HEAVE A XMUCH GOREATER
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE TOTAL WELFARE OF IT8 CITILENS
THAN EVER BEPORE PRECISELY BECAUSE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL
CHANGES IN WORK AND EMPLOYMENT BEINO CREATED BY THE
TECBNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION. IN SHORT OUR WORLD MUST
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NOVE 1IN COMPLETELY THE OPPCSITE DIRECTION TO TBE
THATCERRITE' SORVIVAL OF THE E'ITTEST APPROACHE OF THE
PRESENT GOVERMMENT.” THE REVOLUTION IN SOCIETY AND IN
THE STATE'S ROLE IN THE WNELFARE OF COUNTRIES WHOSE
WEALTH I8 PRODUCED MORE BY TECHNOLOGY THAN PEOPLE
REQUIRES DEEP THOUGHT ABOUT THE PFUTURE NATURE OF
8OCIETY. GOVERNWENT SHOULD BE TRINKING ABOUT THAT NOW
AND INDEED BHOULD APPOINT A VERY RIGN &LEVEL COMMISSION
TO S8TAND BACK PRON IT ALL WIND DEEPLY EXAMINE THE
80CIAL, WELPARE, EDUCATIOMAL AND LIVING IXPLICATIONS
OF THE TECHNOLOGICAL REVCLUTION. WORDS LIKE
EMPLOYMENT AND UNBMPLOYMERT HRAVE TO CHANGE THEIR
MEANING AND S8OCIETY AND INDIVIUUAL RESPONSIBILITY WILL
BE TRANSFORMED. BUT LET U8 PREPARE FOR IT BY BTANDING
BACK AND CREATING IN DEPTH DEBATE AND DISCUSSION
INSTEAD OF GOING DOWN THE ROAD WHICH WE ARE GOING DOWN
AT THE MOMENT TO THE LAN OF THE JUMGLE, THE ULTIMATE
DESTINATION OF THE PHILOSOPHY OF THATCHERISBM.

FPINALLY, AS A PARTY, WE WIL., UBR OUR INFLUEBNCE IN
WESTHMINSTER AND 1IN STRASBOJRG TO ENCOURAGE THE
ADOPTION OF OVERALL POLICIES 'O PROMOTE THAT THINKINO
AND TO PROMOTE GROWTH. WE CAKNOT AFFORD TO ALLOW THE
WORLD TO SLIDE INTO RECESBSION; IN A RECEBSBION IT 18
THE REOIONES LIKE NORTHMERN IRELAND WHICM WILL PAY THE
HEAVIEST PRICES. PART OF ''HAT STRATEGY TO AVOID
RECESSION AT BUROPEAN LEVEL NU3T BE TO INCREASE PUBLIC
BXPENDITURE ON COHESION, TO PROVIDE THE INKPRASTRUCTURE
TO BRING UP THE WEARER REGINNS. BERE IX NORTHERN
IRELAND WE MUST MAKE THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE CASE POR
INCREASED EUROPEAR CQMMNUNITY ):XPENDITURE. LET 03 OR?T
TOGETBER, WITH TRE ENCOURAGEMENT OF GOVERNMENT, WITH
THE OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES AND NWITH THE ONIONS,
EMPLOYERS AND VOLUNTARY OROAMISATIONS TO DRAW UP A
STRATEGIC ECONOMIC PLAN POR JOBS AND GROWTE IN
NORTHERN IRELAND AND LET THAT BE THE BASI8 OF OUR BID
NEXT YEAR FOR INCREASED STRUCTURAL FUNDS AND COHESION
EXPENDITURE.

LET U8 OIVE HOPE TO OUR PEOPLE. LET U8B CONTINUE TO
LEAD. LET U8 CONTINUE TO WOIX ON BERALPF OF ALL OUR
2EQPLE.,
%\1 ~ohe I‘J/“M‘n\ ';“HL.\JD

te te M J\ Wy Savat Lo YN

©ONAI/DFA/2021/046/216




	coversheet_dfa
	cu
	DFA_2021_046_21600001
	DFA_2021_046_21600002
	DFA_2021_046_21600003
	DFA_2021_046_21600004
	DFA_2021_046_21600005
	DFA_2021_046_21600006
	DFA_2021_046_21600007
	DFA_2021_046_21600008
	DFA_2021_046_21600009
	DFA_2021_046_21600010
	DFA_2021_046_21600011
	DFA_2021_046_21600012
	DFA_2021_046_21600013
	DFA_2021_046_21600014
	DFA_2021_046_21600015


