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10 August 1992

PROSCRIPTION OF THE ULSTER DEFENCE AS88SO0OCIATION

The Ulster Defence Association will be proscribed from midnight
tonight, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, the
Rt Hon Sir Patrick Mayhew QC MP, announced today.

An Order signed by the Secretary of State proscribing the UDA under
the terms of the Northern Ireland (Emergency Provisions) Act 1991 has
been laid before Parliament. Both Houses will be asked to affirm the
Order when Parliament returns in the Autumn.

The Secretary of State said, "I have taken this action because I am
satisfied that the UDA is actively and primarily engaged in the
commission of criminal, terrorist acts and so merits proscription
under the provisions of the Emergency Provisions Act. For these
purposes, it acts as the Ulster Freedom Fighters."

NOTES FOR EDITOR

The Ulster Defence Association (UDA) was formed in 1971 as an
umbrella organisation for a large number of Protestant vigilante
groups and defence associations.

The Order proscribing the UDA has been made using the "urgency
procedure”. Under this procedure an Order is made by the
Secretary of State and laid before Parliament but comes into
force in advance of Parliamentary approval. The Order must be
approved by both Houses of Parliament once Parliament resumes 1in
October. Approval has to be within 40 'sitting' days of the
making of the Order.
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The effect of proscription is to make membership of the UDA an

.. offence. Proscription also makes it illegal among other things:

(i) to solicit, invite or accept financial or other material
support for the UDA or to knowingly contribute to it;

to solicit or invite membership of it;

to solicit or invite a person to carry out orders or
directions given on behalf of the UDA or requests made by
a member of the UDA;

to arrange, to manage or to address a meeting knowing that
it is to support the UDA or be addressed by a member of
the UDA;

to dress in a way which arouses reasonable apprehension
that the person concerned is a member of the UDA.

The effects of proscription of an organisation are not
retrospective and so a person may only be prosecuted for

activities involving any of the above offences if they occur on
or after the date of proscription.

Loyalist paramilitary organisations already proscribed are the
Red Hand Commandos; the Ulster Freedom Fighters and the Ulster
Volunteer Force.

The proscribed Republican organisations are the Irish Republican
Army; the Irish National Liberation Army; the Irish People's
Liberation Organisation; Cumann na mBan; Fianna na hEireann;
Saor Eire.
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Bxtract from the Press Conference given by the Secretary of State
Sir Patrick Mayhew on the banning of the UDA

Secretary of State

The Government’s published criterion for proscription under
the Act has long been the criterion of whether an organisation
is actively and primarily engaged in the commission of
criminal terrorist acts. The consequence of proscription is
that membership of such an organisation, the soliciting of
funds for such an organisation, the participation in the
activities of such an organisation, the soliciting of
membership of such an organisation and other related matters
constitute criminal offences which may on indictment attract a
sentence of as much as ten years. In consequence of the
review which has been carried out with great care, I have
today signed an Oxder that has the affect of proscribing the
UDA adding it to the list of those organisations that have, in
the past, been proscribed because I am entirely satisfied that
it meate the criterion that I have described, that is to say
it is actively and primarily engaged in the commission of
criminal terrorist acte. 1In particular the Ulster Freedom
Pighters comprise no more than a cover name for the violent
acts of the UDA members and accordingly the Order that I have
signed today will have the affect as from midnight tonight of
effecting that proscription.

Caommentator

The Secretary of State wae then asked by reporters if the ban
had been introduced now as a result of pressure from the Irish
Government.

Secretary of State

No, there has been no Irish Government preesure. The question
has never been discussed or even mentioned in the political
talks. The reason that I have taken this decision today is
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because I put in train a review gquite early on in my period in
this office and I am now satisfied that it is right to do so
because the criterion I am quite satisfied are met.

Cammentator

In the past Loyalist politicians and even the former Chief
Constable Sir John Hermon have said that if the UDA were to be
banned then Sinn Fein should also be proscribed. Sir Patrick
wa® asked why he had not done so.

Secretary of State

I keep the position of Sinn Fein under close review. Sinn
Fein, I think deplorably, refuses to condemn the use of
violence for political purposes. That is repugnant to me, its
repugnant to the Government and its repugnant to all decent
people in my belief. So I keep their position under close
review. However I do not at present consider that the
poeition of Sinn FPein, a political party which attraoted eome
30%, I helieve, of the Nationalist vote at the last election,
is on ..... with that of the UDA.

Cammentator

The order does not come into effect until midnight tonight.
The Secretary of State was asked whey there wae to be a 12-
hour delay, and if that time lapse would allow UDA members to
escape the rigours of the law.

Secretary of State

No. This is not intended to have retrospective action.
Nobody in our country is prosecuted for a criminal offerice,
nobody commits a criminal offence if they have not had proper
notice of the legislation. This is not retrospective in ite
character and no offence will be capable of being committed
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until midnight tonight. Thereafter questions of arrest and
prosecution will be either for the Chief Constable or for the
Director of Public Prosecutions. '

Commentator

The Secretary of State, Sir Patrick Mayhew, speaking at
Stormont this morning.
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FRON BGNO FOR COI RADIO TECHKICAL $BRVICES

TRABECRIPT OF PRESS CONPEASNCH

OIVEN 3T THE SECRETARY OF STATS FOR NHORTHERM IRELAND,
SIR PATRICK MAYHEW

AT STORNOS?

C» NONDAY, 10 AUQDST 1992

S8IR PATRICK MAYNEW™

A3 you kaow, tae government has bad under review for some little
time nov the question of whether the Ulster Defance Associstion.
siould De prosoribed undsaz the provisions of the Emergenoy
Provieions Act:. The governmeat's published orxiterion for
prosoription under the act Des long Leen the oriterion of whether
an oxgenisation is actively and primsrily engeged ia the
compaigsion of criainal terrorist acts. The consequence of
proscoription 1s that msmbership of such aa organisation, the
sclioiting of funds £Or such an orgsnisstion, the participation in
the aotivities of such aAn organisation, tdbe eoliciting of
nemdesship af such sn orgeanisation and other related mattess
oongtitute oximinel offences which may on inéictcent attzact s
sentence of as auoh as ten years.

Ia consequence of the review vhich has been Jarzied out with great
care, I bave today sigsed an order that has the offect of
prosoribing the UDA, eddiang it to the list of those orgenisations
that have in the past been proscribed, beceuse 1 am entirely
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satinfied that it meets the criterion that ! have described. That
is to say it is aotively and primaerily engaged in the comriseion
of criminsl terrorist acts. 2o perticular the Ulster Fresdon
Pightexs cowprise no more than a cover asme for the viocleat ects
of UDA membears. And aacordiagly the osder that I have signed
today vill have the effect, as from aidaight tonight, of affecting
that presoxiption.

QUBETION
WAy have you decided to act at this time now, s it Decause of
Irish governaent preasure?

SIR JATRICE MATHEW:

No, there has been no Irieh goverament pressure, the quastion has
never been 4discuseed or even asntioned in the political Calks.

The reason that I have taken this decision today ie Ddecause ! have
Put in Crein & raviaw, qQuite early on in my period ia this office,
and I am nov sactisfied that it is right to do so decause the
criterion, I as Qquite satisfied on that.

QUEBETIOM
¥y do you think your predecessor 4id not take such aetion?

SIR PATRICK WAYNEW:

The 5est person to ask vhy soaedody has ot dons something is the
person in question. But the matter was discussed i{a the House of
Commond on 16 Januazry, I think {t wes, 1991, thers was a debats in
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the Xouse of Commons and Dx Mulhinney (phon) descrided the
criterion there and yet out the government thinking on that
oocasion. 6inos thea, &3 T 38Y, I have put in train the review
and T am satiefied that the criterion is 2et, tlhat {e vhy I have
ad@e the ordar.

QUESTION:
Inaudible.

SIR PATRICE MATHIEW:

I am making no comment upon what you describe ¥r O Mally as the
expressed view 0f tha Chief Constadle. I would say this, that I
have taken this dacision in full consul®ation with 8iz Kugh
Annersley.

QUBBTIOM
Will not the UDA eimply ...

SIR PATRICK MAYHEW:
I will dQesl with such & situation Lf 4%t srisee.

QUEBSTIONM
How many active members 40 you think the UDA has at present?
Porhape Mr Metes could come in on that question.
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SIR PATRICX )JATHE™:

Michael Mates will come in on any question that he wishes. 2 4o
oot have an acouzate figure i{n my mind for mezbership, I have &

very &ccurate notion of the charscter of the UDA and decauss the
ocbazracter of the DDA fite the oriterion which the government las
pudlished for proscription, that is why 1 dave signed this order,

QUESTION:
What has been the trigger for this decision?

SIR PATRICK MAYREW:
I take zesponaibility for acts that are done during my ova
{noumdency and I have described vhy I have -aken that today.

QUESTION

Have specinl security memsures been put in place in case tRhare is

e violeant response to the proscription?

IR PATRICK MATHEW:

That 435 8 matter for the Chtef Constable, the Chief Constable is
in the lead in the very important business of mainteining law and
order in this province and the Chief Constable, I sa entirely
satisfied, will have takea all appropriate usasures.

QUBSTI O
Taaudible.
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SIR PATRICK MATHEN:
In Northern Ireland I am very conscious that everybdbody {9 a very

gao o-nuntoatot. That 1e not 1nton€00 z- A au 1cn that
uJ Mémmwlz “

A.,A_ ccos bae Wiaa waue l\!- ca 4f fT hae

boon leaked I A0 NOT XNOVW wnexe 1T Ras been lsaked fiom, ut 2 anm

VEr GRa WNS § AAE Gl us ot B e A p e BT

you eud :9ué collealues o Ja,l.tn why T Bave done 1T%.

QURATY N
Daionist politiecians are already oriti{cal ... bhas said it is
one-sided and biased ond 8inn Pein ahould Rave Reefn proscrided at

the same time, what is your reaction to that?

AT R PATRICK MAXHEW:

I Koy Liv pusdlbivii Vi QLLH re4ail LUNGes siees wevhew. Bh s Pabea B

think deplorably refuses to condenn the use of violernce for

political purposee, that is xepugnant to me, it ie Zepugnant %O

the government ané is repugnant to all decent people i mY delief.

SO I XE6D TNeLr PORITLION UNGEX Close Iwview., Howevex, I &o not as

present consider thatr the pesitian ~f Sinn Fein, a pelitical party

WNLOO ATCIBOCSO QUmE OV PRIGEEE 4 Veiiwve v Lo seatdvaslled

vote at the last election is on ... with that of the UDA,

QUESTION:
Why did you leave it until midright for proscription to oome into
effant?
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SIR PATRICK MATHEW

f thipk Lt §8 geasonable €O give = ressonsble amount of notioce.

QUESTI ONl:

Do you DOV &xpedt nass arrests?

erR FATRICX MAYEEW:
et will be 8 matter for the Chlef Coasteble.

QUESTION:
fso’ t the cozollasy of what you are saying is that 4f the ODA .,

there would b 30 argusent for banning them?

SIR PATRICK MAYHEW:
1 4o not think that that i¢ & point that helds water with me.

QUESTION:

D6 you thinx that this will give peopls tima To ascape the law?

SIR PATRICK MAYREW:

o, this is oot intended to have retrospective ection, nodedy in
our coumtry 46 pxenocntoa 20z & oriminal offence, nobody oommits &
criminal affence {¢ they have Dot bad propaz notice of the
legivlation. T™his ie got retrofpedctive LB 1ts GhAEAsteE and oo
offence will be capable of being committed until aidnight tomight.

meveafter guestions of arrest and prosocution will da eithar
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gor the cniet Constadble OF for the Director of Public

prosecutions.

QURSTION:
0o you thimk pecple invelved 18 the uyba wilil get out of the

orgenitacion as from midnigbe?

sTR PATRICE YOATHEN:

3 sm hoping thac pecple will mot associace themsolves with an
organidstion Vhich ie aotively end prinazily engaged in the
commission of eximinsl terrozist sacg, which I velieve the UDA to

Te.

QUBSTZ OM:
some Yoass 8§0 the dritien governmant proserided the Ulster

Proesdom Pightexrs ...

S1R PATRICX MAYNEW:
1n my view the Uisger Freedoa Figbterd {g & cover Dame tor the

violent eots of membars of the UDA.
QURETIOH

19 theze & Aigginecion betweén whae You said ... vheress Nr Metes

s few wopths ago seid .
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8Ix PATIICK MATNE™:

what Micheel Nates wes saying at taat time was that the question
of whether the UDA should be prosccibed was undes review, that was
abaolutely correet, it wes undes review and that review is nov

complate.

QUESTION:
Inavdible.

SIR PATIICK NAYHEW,

1 do not pzropose to desl with {ndividual ceses, You have aentioned
the case of Wz Melson and I cemind you tRat Nr Nelsoa vas
presecuted by the i{sdependent proeecuting suthozities of this
country, by the Director of Public Prosecutions vho is the nolder
of an ipdependent etatutory office, and Nz MNelson ves comvicted.
£ as DOt goiang tO say aore pecause I underatsnd thet there {8 an
eppeal and the metter is subd Judiocs. I have told you why I
peliove that the time bas now arzived, iodeed I am convinced et
th® time Des nov azrived for the prosoription of the ODA, it is
pecause I am Quite eatisfied, following a lon§ review, that the
UDA cosplies with the govermment's published critexion. camaly
that it is sotively and primarily angeged in the coamission of
criainel texroriet aots.

QUSSTION:

1t bas taken you a long time to gat chere though?
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AIR PATKICK HATHEW

You have seid that several times, “this little digcussion that we
are baving ie caking @ long time because that f think is the
fourth time that ycu have said it.

QUESTI O
Inaudible.

ST PATRICR MATHMEW:

Allow ®e to say this tzen. In s gountry thst attsches gredt
importance to freedom of specoh and freedon of epialon, vhers
faclisment has thought Lt xight to provide £0r wery serious
legislation of this xind, no responsible Ninister takes that
course without s very caroful review and I thipk I would be
pubject to much more telling eriticiem 12 I had not teken & ion¢§
eime O corsider the matter.

QUESTION:
Inaudible.

SIR PATRICK NATHEW:

1 do aot want to reflect upoa any particular incideot, it i9 as o
cooult of & 1ong reviev that I am quice satisfied that the
government’ ¢ Dublished oriteria are met.
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QURSTION:
00 you regret that your predecespor did not proscrzibe the UDA long
pefoze?

SI2 PATRICK MAYHEW:

I 4o net rise to that bate at all. I chiak it is a vely gcod rile
when You take a jod on to asake it perfectly olear that You accept
responrsidility fox what you 4o yourself and you do not make aoy
comments about the way in which youz predecessors, Vhon I may 83y
1 greatly edaige, as I have made clear meny tises since ? ook on
thia dob, You do not zake comsments sbout their decisions in
aLffezent eircumstances in easlier times. That i¢ & rule I em
dolding to.

QUESTION
1naudidle.

SIR PATRICK MAYHEW:

Mr O’ Nally, I take respoRSidility fox what 1 4o and if you regard
thst as arrogeant 30 be it, I cad live with that philesophically.
what I am going to do is to look aftezr the Job that I have deen
entrusted vith apd I shall do it to the best of ay ahility smd if

people thiok it is arrogant or anything else. so be ic.
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QUBETION
Nr Mates, & tiink you will De respensible for bandling eny upsurge
in violence that will sesult fzom tais prosoription, do you think

you have the resources to deal with sny suoh viclence?

NR MATES:

7438% of ali, it is the Chief Constable's zesponsibility and nct

mine 4f thexe i» any upsuzrge in violenoce end our 30D,

on advice
fros the Chief Coasteble of the 0OC,

{8 to aake sure that they 40
have &ll the rssources they need and the preaent position
fipdiocstes that they do.

QuesTzOM:
Aze you confident of that?

MR MATES:

Tes.

QURSTIOM

12 you have got specific information about pending operations ..

LR PATRICK NAYMEW:

2 80 not know what You mesa by taxing people out, that is cot @
matter £0r me, nor em I prepared £o Adiscuss mattexs of
intelligencs, that has aever been the practice of any Beitish
governsent. Let me just say this. To those who spPeaXx of taking

people out, let ms remind them that we live in this volted Kingdcem
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vader the rule Of law and IhAS weens primarily that the §overnmeas
and all its agencies @re as such gu23e0T TO tBe osdinary law ef
the lsod as enybody else and therefozre no soldler, no police
officer, aObDOAy aoting 9a behslf ef the Crovn,'tlkol sosebody out
exceps iD cizcumstances vhere, under the law passed by r-cilameae,
wheze {t bas Peen proper to use force Decause that i# :in
conformity with the Aot Of Parliament which says that ressonable
force may be used and only resscnadle force may be used in the
gicoumstances that prevail at the time. §0 there {35 noO Question,
and thexe never will De, any Question of people being authorised
to take somebody out ucless the law of the land would ke Complied

with in those ciroumstandes.

QUBSTION:

Can you put your hand on your heazt and say that is factual?

SIR PATRICX MAYMEW;
Teos ceztainly.

(B¥D OF TRANSCAIPT)

e

OTa P12
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