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John Hume's address at the Merrlman Summer Schaal. 

The subject that we are addressing thl• •venlno ls a subJect 
that I have addressed on many occaslons in rec•nt years. It 
ls a subject wlth many aspects and ana whlch for the benefit 
of all the people of Ireland is worthy of continual and 
detailed debate. This evenin� I wi�h to beQin by addresoino 
one particular aspect of the subject - tha campaign of the 
Provlglonal IRA, My profound and total disagreement with that 
campaign and ln particular with tha methods used has been 
stated often and does not need restating, However I wish to 
addre�s the leadership ol that organisation directly this 
evening in the conte>d; of our discussion. They have been 
dlsmlsued often as mindless, as criminals, as gangsters. I do 
not dismiss them as such. I believe, in spite of my profound 
disagreement with and unequivocal condemnation of their 
methods, that they actually believe in what they are doing. 
That I� why 1 entertain the hope, though I �dmit that it ls a 
fratl hope, that sooner rather than l�tar they will respond 
to the unanswerable case that @Mists against thair campaign, 
a case that has been massively strengthened by the 
devel 1Jpment within Europe and within the Ec1.1ropean Community 
in  particular, and will accept that, l�aving a'3lde the 
arguman�� about tha morality of their methods, then thelr 
camp�lgn is not only out of date, it l� futile, it is leading 
nowhpre, its main victims are the people of this country 
North �nd South and accepting all of that, that they will 
transfer thelr considerable energies and organisation behind 
totally peaceful means of achievalng their political 
obJectlve'3. 

On 1st January this year [ addressed them directly In a New 
Ye�r•s statem9nt, I pointed out that as they entered 1990 
they might reflect on the facts of their twenty year old 
campaign. They might reflect in particular, that their so 
callud 'mistakes', their Enniskill<1nc;, wiwe1 not in fact 
eMceptlons, they are direct consequanc�� of the very nature 
of their campaign and because of that, irresp9ctive of other 
arguments, render their campaign totally unJu�tlfiable,I 
painted out that up till t�t J3nuary 1990 55¼ of all people 
who had died in the no call�d troubl�� in the North WG�e 
innocent civilian9 - people killed in •o c•lled accident� or 
mistakes or in tit for tat r�veng� killin�� by loyalist 
paramllltarl-.1s. It is clear thero?fore, I t1rqu11d, that H 
their campaiqn continues in 1990 that at la�9t on� of every 
two peopl� who di� will be totally innoc�nt clvillan�, 
because th�t l� the pattern th�t d�riv�s from the v�ry nature 
of their ca,n,iai,;in and there wo•1ld b;t no Ju:1tlflc•tion in 1990 
ln 9tate,�-!!nts r,f regret or apoluqy becaus� they k'"l!l'..i ln 
advance that that ls specifically wh�t wa� oolng to happen. 

What ha� happened In 19907 Up tlll the end of July 37 
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people had lost their lives, 22 people were civilian• and 
fifteen were member5 of the security forces. The pattern 
continues and so do the expressions of re,;iret,Ah but they say 
In deFence, it ls regrettable but accidents always happen ln 
war. Leaving �side the fact that they have no ri,;iht to 
declare war, If that were true then ona mloht eMpect to 
witness equal numbers of 'mistakes• or accidents on all 
sides. What are the facts. 12tY. of all civilians were klll�d 
by the securt ty fcrce5 Cthe British Arrny, the RUC and the UDR 

put tngetherl and 87-t,Y. by n.a1tionalilit and loydist 
paramilitaries. Look even at their own fatalitiQS, thelr own 
members who have lost their 11Ve5. Of 279 nationalist 
paramilitaries who lost their lives, 117 wer• killed by the 
security forces, 20 by loyalists and 142 by them•elves either 

In •a�cldents• or 'executions'. Again more than one out of 
two nationalist paramllitarle9 who h•v• lost their lives, 
have done so at their own handg, And I haven't even mentioned 
all of those hundredg of young people who are spending thelr 
be5t yearg of their lives in gaol. 

By any standards, by military stand�rd� even, how ean any 
such c:«1npaign be Justified, particula.rly in the name oF 
patrl�tlsm or of an Ireland who.e peopl• overwhelmingly 
disapprove of such a campaign? Is there a single injustice in 
N.Irel�nd today that Justifies the taking of a single llfe.
My view is of course that these thought• must strike the
lead•rs of this campaign but they immediately cast them aside
bec"usn it would appear that they are l�cklng in one
essnntl�l quality - moral courage. The leadership required,
glven the nature of the IRA, to admit that they should
abc11,rf<Jn what they call •arrned struggle', would req1.1ir-e
enonno11s moral courage and re..il leadership which .-ppears to
be nan euistent. If there are any in their ranks who have
th�t mnral courage and they need republican precedent� for
their �ctions, they should remember a man called Pearse, who
oncq issued a statement calling on his followers to lay down
their �rms lest they bring too much sufferino on their own
pP.nple. (\re there any sl1ch people in to-day's Provi�lonal IRA
?. Tf lhere are and th�y hav� the moral courage to chan�� to
totally p.:>aceful methods, then no single .>et in this century
wolll d cto more to transform the at,1109phere on thi• island and
to bPgin the process of breaking down tha barrier• betw�en
our pF!oplg �,hich arE! the re�l prolllem on this island to -day
and which are the real legacy of our p•st and which are in
fact intensified by the IRA campaign,

Turning tQ th� politic�l reason9 given by th� 
proviqlonal tRA for their c-!lmi)11lgn -,-51,11-ons which t:hay 
declare to b2 their sale drivln� force and therefor� rea�ans 
whlch should be e::.lmine':1 sariously in any discu-a!.1011 of their 
campaign - •ny such eKamination rave.>ls thAt while ther� is 
no doubt th�t thalr reasons were fund�m9nt�l to Oriti�h -
trlsh relatlanshiµs and to th� Britlah - Irish prcbiem in the 
past and ha� left us with our bitt�r legacy touay, thone 
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reasons no longer e�tst and are in fact out of date. The fact 
th-t they no longer exist and that they are out of date 
removes the_fundamental reason given by the IRA themsalves 
for the use of force and lf they ar• seriou� about their 
polltlcal obJeetlves they will abandon the use of force. 

The reasons that they glve are that Britain is in 
Ir.,land defending her own interests by force, thosll inte.-l!!st, 
being economic and milita.-y, Leaving aside for a moment the 
more fundamental rlfasons why those rea5ons no lonQ'wt" exiwt 
and �,.., out of date ls there anyone today who �ertously 
believes that Britain is in Northern Ireland defending 
economic Interests? Secondly does anyone in mod�rn nuclear 

, Euraµe really believe that Britain has a strate11ic inteest In 
a military presence ln Ireland.Those reasons no longer exist. 
They are out of date. The fundamental nature of Brltlsh -
Irlsh relatlonship9 has changed ln today's new Europe. But 
the.-., does remain a serlous and bltter legacy from that p.lst. 
We h�ve a deeply divided people. That is the problem we 
sholtld be addressing and it cannot be addressed by fo.-ce.The 
f�ct lhat the reasons which gave rlse to that legacy no 
longRr exist have clea.- implications for the strategy that 
sh�uld be pursued ln ending that bitter legacy and in healing 
the dPep divisions among our people. In particular it is 
evld�nt that the problem would be better addressed if 
addres�ed with the co-operative assi•tance and good will of 
British Governments. It ls also evident that the problem will 
not be solved by any lnstant action or declaration but will 
require a healing progress of generations. 

lhe removal of the traditional raa�ons for the British -
Irish quarrel are due entirely to the developments within 

Eurure and the Eltropean Community in particular. The British 
- [rlsh quarrel ls European in its origins. It is often
forgotten that Ireland's close links with Europe over the
centuries were the fundam.,ntal reason for England's
involvement ln Ireland. ihe Plantation of Ulster was
Engl-�r,d"s respon3e to O'Neill and O'Donnell's links with
Sp�in. fhe �et of Union was England's response to thg Fr�nch
inva�lnn of lraalnd and Wolf� Tone. Evgn the Royal ColleQe of
St. Patrick at Maynooth w.1, set up in 17q5 because of
Eng!And's fea.- of the influences of the Irlsh collegas in
Roms:-, P.1r1s, S.alamanc:a and Louvain. In short England ,.u�
Iret ;,nd as the b-.\cl: door fo.- her European en<aml es and mov"d
into trel�nd to defend her own interest� with �11 th2 $�rioue
consequenc�s for the Irish people, All that has now ch�n�ed.
Both Irel .:1nd and Br1 tat n ar 2 membe.-s o F ·tha Europea,,
Comrn•.tnity i\nd both its people3 havo votgd in referenda for
such membership. Ireland is free to rebuild and is rebuilding
ha.- 11 nl.:"l with other European countrl e� and i ndggd is �Nill
placed td become part of the Europe�n maJority, In that
context it la quite clear that no ong could argue that
Britain is in Ireland today defendlnQ either military or
economic intDrests. Isaues like independenca and sovereignty,
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ls';!Ltes at th.e heart of the British /Jrl•h quarrRl have 
changed thelr meanlng in the new Europe becau.a we now have 
lnterdepend��ce and shared sovereignty, 

But t.he· legacy remai.ns. We have a very deeply di vl dad 
people on thig island and that is the maJor problem facino us 
today and lt is clear that the healing of these divisions 
would be much more easily achieved with the co-operation, 
assistance and good will of Britain. It is also clear that 
member"ship of the European Community and t:he 1'1�sons of that 
Community ara also major factors to assist in the healing 
processi. 

If both parts of Ireland can enter into new 
relatlanships with Greeks, Italians, Franch, Garman• •tc., lt 
is surely long past time when they should be forging new 
relationships with one another. If blttar enemies like France 
and Germany can build new relationship� can we not do the 
same? And can we not learn from the experience of £urope? 

If someone had stood up fifty years a,go tod•Y, when thi;i 
Second World War was at itg helght,when ten� of millions of 
people, not for the first time in this century,were beinQ 
sl.:,ur;hte,red and cities devc1stat:.ed, and said that in fi•ft.y 
years time we would hava a unit:.i;id Europe and the French would 
still be French and the Germans would still be Garman that 
pPrs,on 1-10�1ld have been described asa fool or a dreamer, Thank 
God we did have people of vision and •ur•lY wi;i c•n apply 
e���tty the same lessons and methods to our problem in 
Ire 1.�n rJ • How? 

Let the British and Irish Governments tooether follow 
the oMample of the European Community. Lett.hem make c1 Joint 
decl3ratlon that the divisions amonQ the people of Ireland 
and the prejudices that are at their root are the reorettable 
cons•quences of our history a,nd are not in the best interests 
of the people of Ireland or of the European Community. That 
the two Governm�nts had decided to leave the past asideJ that 
they have decided to build instltution3 in Ireland North and 
South which will respect difference but �,hlch 1�ill allow the 
People In both parts of Ireland to work their common oround 
together and through doing so over generations; spillino our 
sweat and not our blood, to grow together, lik• the 
Europeans, at our "'"" !Speed. That comm.-::n ground, l aroel y 
economic, ls already considerable and will become even more 
considerable as we approach 1992. Inde�d with th� r�moval of 
commercial borders and th� creation of the channel tunnel 
that common qround and economic intQrest will inten�ify as we 
become the offshore island of th• united Europ�. 

Out of that proces;s in time, will emerge a n1?1� Ir-eland 
bui 1 t by .J\)reement and sol idly founded on raspact for 
difference. It is an approach that n�ed not bo fa�red by any 
section of the people on the island of Ireland for it c�n 
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only hdppen with the agreement and involvement of all. 

(f the geople'3 of Western Europa, who for centurieg 
slaugtered one another and their legacy of history, f�r more 
bitter than ours, can bui.ld common institutlon'3 which 
presprve their differences, which allow them to work their 
common economic ground together and to grow together at their 
01-,n speed towards a unity whose form is agreed by al 1 and 
whose essence ls thg acceptance of div�rslty, can we not do 
the s�me on thls small island? 

Indeed could someone please tell me if there is any 
other way? 
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