
Reference Code: 2021/46/309

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. 
May only be reproduced with 
the written permission of the 
Director of the National 
Archives. 



Fott ,-{��11, 0
1 fort tto,(

� 

I 
BEAL FEIRSTE 

i::, I y .
cr

:i 

9 April 1992 

Mr, Sean O hUiginn 
Assistant Secretary 
Anglo-Irish Division 
Department of Foreign 

Dear Aa■istant Secretary

JI Pews 

S.F. 4 3£ 

ANGLO,IRISH SECRETARIAT 

BELFAST 

l .d/sl.__ 

J. F�
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Lieutenant General Sir John Wilsey, GOC, Northern Ireland, 
attended here for dinner last evening, Be wa■ accompanied by 
Brigadier John Sutherell, Comm.ander of the 8th Brigade, 
(Derry) Brigadier Tom Langland, Commander ot the 3rd Brigade, 
(Ar111agh) Colonel Pred .Ulan, Regimental Colonel/Project 
Officer (Alllalga.znation of Royal Iri■h Ranger■/ODR) and Colonel 
Roger Brunt, Military A■■iatant to GOC Wilsey. The Briti■h 
Sida of the Secretariat wa■ rapre■ented by Robert Al■ton and 
Marcua Dodd• and the Iriah Side by Meaar■, O'Donovan (who 
heated), Barry, 0 Riordain and iny■elf. 

Thi■ wa■ not of cour■e the fir■t oc:ca■ion on which aenior 
British Arrzry Officer■ (including a previou■ GOC) vi■ited 
Maryfiald but it was aome tim• aince we had• vi■it. 

The atmo■phere throughout the evening wa■ both lively and 
friendly, A• well•• the general round table •forum" 
di1ou■■ion, there ware a nwnber of one-to-one diacu■■iona 
which proceeded before, during and after what I've de■cribed 
•• th• •forum• di■ou■eion. Moat of the exchange■ are, I
believe, captured in the attached note. It ia difficult to
summarise the •••ential■ - together with the variou■ nuance■ -
but the following i■ an attempt1-

( l) 

( 2) 

(3) 

Our Army gua■ta were intelligent, appeared to under■tand 
the complexitie■ of the NI eituation and very anxiou■ to 
talk to ue - their tendency to talk freely ■eamed to 
cau■e ■ome unea■e to He■era, Al■ton and Dodd■, The 
preaent Dublin Governlllent, they felt, ie forward looking. 

The ODR/R;R merger i■ bein9 wall received by member■ of 
both organl■ation■ - there were clear indication■ that 
the UDR were angry over the way in which certain 
politician■ had repre■ented their viewe. 

Th• number of 2e:Rptrt-t.1mare will be uintained. 
General Wil■ey al.ieve• that the nw ieqillent ehould 
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( 4) 

( 5) 

( 6) 

( 7) 

( 0) 

( 9) 

2 

patrol all area■ and that the Iriah Government ■hould not 
object to"thia. We diaagreed. 

The security situation ha■ i�proved since 1974, Wilsey 
said t.hat, with the benefit11 of "hot pursuit", the 'Arr1r[ 
could sort out the NI situation "within a month", Be 
qualified thi■ view quite substantially in the course of 
discus■ion. 

The Army'• view of North/South ■ecurity co-operation 
di!fers from that of the Chiaf Conat&ble of the RUC (whom 
Wilsey "obeys"), People within the Southern security 
■ervicas are of cour■e well intentioned but action (e.g.
clearance■) come too ■lowly.

The notion that there are areas immediately North of 
Border (e.g. South Armagh) which are not patrolled by the 
RUC ia lacking in subatanee. 

Raras■ment occur■ but moat complaint■ are unfounded. 
There is a keen appreciation of the importance of 
avoiding provocation and of dealing promptly with 
complaints, It ia not true that the "Pu:as" and 
"Marines" are sent to areas on a planned baaia to "sort 
out" problems. 

A vie�ery fer Carey "4&111■ ift t�• fertaeefflift1 alae�ieft 
ahould be viewed in a poaitive light! (A aurpriaing one 
from British Army Officer■). 

The planned (40,000) reduction• in the Britiah Army ha■ 
produced a "delicate" aituation within the Army. 

Your■ sincerely 

Tim Dalton 
Secretariat 
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Dinner with GOC. North•rn Ireland� other■ 

� 

General impre■aion■ 
I think it !air to eay, that our overall impreeeion wae one of 
some 1urpriee - pleasant eurpriee, The (tiny) bundle ot 
prejudiced notions which torma part of onea 111&ke•up had led me 
to expect that our guests would be a fairly atodgy, tight•' 
lipped lot who would hold that the solution to the Northern 
Ireland problem was simply a matter of aide-lining politicians 
so as to let the British Anny get on with the job of •taking 
out" a hard core of wall known, committad tarrori111ta. Our 
guest■, however, (and in particular the two Brigadiers and 
Colonel Allan) turned out to be a highly intelligent group of 
man who showed had not only that they had a wall-balanced view 
of the situation but al■o a plea■ant tendency to be anything 
but tight-lipped. Indeed, so anxious were they at time■ to 
expreaa their view■ on everything that came up (or waa thrown 
at them), that both Alaton and Dodd■ became a little uneasy -
whether this sense of unea■a tran■mitted itself to the Axmy 
people, I cannot ■ay, but it wa■ intera■ting that, at the end 
of the evening, ■ome of them privately propo■ed further one -
to• one meeting■ when, no doubt, they would be free to aay 

more to u■. 

There ware, of cour■e, time■ during the evening al■o when the 
air of enlightenment litted, momentarily, and waa replaced by 
the kind of thinking one might more readily have expected, 
They &ll became quite defenaive on occa■ion about the record 
of the Britiah Gover?1J11ent which had acted•• an "hone■t 
broker•, throughout, in attempting to deal with the Northern 
Ireland ■ituation, Th• Briti■h Army certainly had •tried and 
tried and will continue to try• to discharge the onerou■ ta■k 
placed upon it in a tair and impartial m.annar. We 
(Southerner■), however, tend to "look back all the time rather 
than forward". 
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I put tni■ "looking back• ■ugge■tion another way by ■aying 
that we tend to remember hiatory while they apparently prefer 
to forget it. Thia did not mean that we look "back• tor 
policy inspiration or that the legacie■ bestowed on u■ by our 
hiatory had frozen our thinking - it ■imply meant that we 
realiaed that it waa, to put it mildly, unwise to attempt to 
formulate any policies on Northern Ireland without taking 
account of the historical facts which produced it. They 
accepted this - Wil■ey, in particular, (allowing the more

enlightened approaches manirested at other times in the 
evening to re•emerge) said that the preaent Government in 
Dublin was forward-looking and open to ideaa. 

RIR/UDR Merger 
We were given aome information on the RIR/UDR merger. It was 
interesting that infoI'IIIAtion on the subject which waa given 
quite freely in private (one•to•one) diacussiona waa given 
much more aparingly and cautioualy in open forum. Some of the 
more important pointa to emerge were aa follows1 
(a) Contrary to what might have been suggested in a BBC

"Panorama" progra111111e, the idea of the merger waa being
very well received by the vaat 111Ajority of thoae who now
form part of the RIR and the UDR, There are of
course some who are unhappy about varioua matter,, but
thia i• no 1110re than one would expect when any major
peraonnel reorganiaation takes place. Wilsey ■aid that he
would "dearly love• to publiah (but for obvioua reuona
could not publish) a letter which he received from one
UDR Battalion which waa to the general effect that they
wished that the politician• who were 1ugge1ting that the
propoaed merger wa• a �tter of deep diaaatiafaction to
rank and file me!IIQer■ of the uu�, would •gee otf thoir
back■" and allow the merger to proceed. We were promiaed
a copy of thi• letter.

(b) Th• new Regiment will be an •ordinary" Regiment of the 
British Army and Wil••Y aincerely hop•• that it will be 

L 
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looked upon a• ■uch. Its members will have the 
poaaibility of service abro•d - Colonel Allen confirmed 
that, earlier tn the day, he had vetted and approved 
applications from SO members of the UDR who had applied 
for service in Cyprus as members of the new Regiment. 

(c) Wilsey said that it i• not the policy to reduce the
number of part-timers in the new Regiment. On thi■
iaaue, one sensed (on the baais of aome other general
rem•rk• which were made and certainly on the baaia of
private conversations), that Wil■ey'1 view, differ
somewhat from those of the two Brigadiers and Allen.
Allen had already ■aid to me (and Langland •aid something\timilar to David Barry) that the 1trict application ot

egular Army rules and regulations would probably have 
he effect of disqualifying a number of part-timera. 

Allen felt that given their ■lightly higher age profile, 
many of them might not meet the fitness requirement■. 
one had the illlpre■■ion that the two officers ju■t 
mentioned (at least) were not very impre■■•d by the UDR 
generally and would not regard it a■ diaaatrou■ if uny 
of them (the part-timer■, in particular), failed to make 
the cut. 

(d) Wilsey urged very strongly that we ahould u■e our
"influence• (he was addre■■ing O'Donovan at the time) to
perauade people with whom we come in contact that they
should treat the new Regiment a■ an •ordinary• Britiah
Army Regiment ao that it would •given a chance to
succeed•, The amalgamation initiative, he ••id, wa■ h!!
and he waa convinced that if there waa an inaiatence, for
exainple, on accompaniment on all occaaiona it vould
"ruin• everything.1 He continned that it followed logically frOlll hi■ ideas on 
the "ordinarines■• of the new Regiment that they could be 
called on to patrol area■ in the ■&Ille way a■ other 
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Regiment•• Be hoped that "Dublin" would not create too 
much at a "fuss" about this, O'Donovan said that he 
would have to say to him, h!1 all honesty, that the idea 
of UDR personnel patrolling the•• area• would •imply not 
be acceptable to the Government - the UDR were aeen aa a 
threat to the Communities concerned•(Alston thought th�• 
"a bit atrong") , I mentioned to the General, 
1ub1equently, that it waa not a matter of the Dublin 
Government wanting to create any "fusa", People in the 
minority community, who do not now have UDR patrols for 
very good reasons, would be unlikely to welcome them with 
open anns, simply because they had new uniform■• The 
Government - and indeed the British Government - would 
have to reepond if the presence of the newly-draeeed UDR 
men in certain nationaliet area, becue the aubject ot 
••rious concern to the communitiee involved. [On thie
i•■ua, again, one detected a difference of opinion
between Wilsey and the three officers mentioned earlier.
I had the impresaion, on the basis of the conversation
generally, that the three in queetion would tend to eee
merit in •managing" the manpower raaource• at their
di1posal in a way which - whatever their theoriee about
"Ordinary" Regiments• would not aee tor111er UDR men
patrolling theae area■],

Security Situation/Cooperation/Bot Purauit 
Much of the di1cu11ion on th••e ia■uea took place between 
Wilsey, Allen and I. overall, the 1ituation in their view waa 
much more "manageable" than in, ••Y, 19,,. Wil•ey aaid that 
he waa not aware of any aituation, where an Arlly had managed 
to defeat a terrorist group like PIRA, where they (i,e. the 
aubver■iv■•l had a "perception• that they could alwaya eacape 
to a "friendly adjoining territory-. 

The General, realising that hi■ air of enlightenment had again 
temporarily litted, ha1tened to add that h• wa■ not 1ugge1ting 
that eacaping PIRA activist• actually receive •friendly• 
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treatment when they cro■■ the border - what was important was 
that they had thi• "perceptiort". 

Be went on to say (to me - not generally) that if the option 

)2 5 

of "hot pursuit• were open to the Army, ( he was referring to 
overflights) it would put the terrorists·oue of business 
"within a month". I expreued doubt about this the■ia, making 
the point that most ot the activitiea of PIRA begin and and 
inside Northern Ireland where the Army have the opportunity of 
hotly pursuing whatever and whoever they wish - was the "hot 
pursuit" isaue not ;omething of an excuae for failure. Allen 
clearly recognised that there waa a point here and nodded when 
I said that Wilsey aeemed to be suggesting, in any event, that 
the problem of violence in Northern Ireland was capable of a 
military solution. Wilsey accepted that thia wae not the case 
aad proceeded then to list ele1116t\t• whi,:;h h• .::ot\■iuoL .. d 
easential to a solution l.e, political dev•lcpmw11L, economic 
and social progress and, finally, a sound security policy (the 
four element■ which, by coincidence, O'Donovan had mentioned 
to him before we dined). He accepted that one i■ no more 
likely to eliminate PIRA by "hot pursuit" than on• is to 
eliminate crime by saturation policing. 

Picking up on the reference to crime, Allen said that one of 
the major problems, now, aa he sees it, ia that a aizeable 
number of people involved in PIRA and in extreeme Loyalist 
organisation• are 1traightforward criminal• "doing very 
nicely" on crime, Unlike ordinary criminal■, however, they 
carry about them the •freedom fighter IIIAntle• which fortifies 
their position within certain co111111unitie• and 111&kes it 
extremely di��icult to deal with them. 

The convereation at that atage drifted for a time into crime 
generally, with Allen aaying that he felt much safer in 
Northern Ireland than in part• ot London, One of the products 
of increa1ed criminal activity 1• that the Army now ha• to be 
conatantly on it• guard about the problem ot drug-taxing 
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aJnongat it• younger members in particular, The Army are, 

Allen said, quite vigilant on thia isaue becauae the 

combination of expert training, gun• and drug taking could 

obvioualy be lethal, 

With regard to security cooperation, Wilaey was keen to

emphasise that his relations with the Chief Conatable (whom he 

•obey11") are excellent. However, RUC views as to the

effectiveness of North/South security cooperation, tend to

differ aomewhat from the Army view. It ia not that they

question the "goodwill of the security forcea in the South",

nor in any way queetion their ■incerity but, from an Army

point of view, the procedurea 11ometime• are aimply too alow. I

aaked if they could give examples and was aa■ured that they

could give many. The only exainple they gave, there and then,

were the delays aometimea experienced when they try to get 

•clearance" for an ATO to cross the border. I a■ked where

they thought the delay■ aro■e and they said they did not know

- aometimea people were not at their desks, sometimes

requirements aro■e at night• and at weekend•, ■ome individual■

were more eager to help than other■ and 10 on. I gathered

that the RUC were a.mongat the agencies which might, at timaa,

be "slow",

Police Patrol• on the Border 

O'Oonovan raiaed the qua■tion of police patrols in certain 

area■ north of the border, auch aa South Armagh - the fact 

that th• Army ha• to police the•• area■ without an RUC 

preaence muat preaent problem■ for the Army? Thi• produced a 

lively diacuaaion which began with abaolute denial■, on 

Wilsey•• the part (and all of hi• Junior•) that the RUC did 

)23 

not patrol areas north of the border, There waa a problu of 

•availability• of RUC officer■, at time■, but if an RUC

officer needed, for example, to ••rve a ■W11D10n■ on 10mebody

re■iding right up to the border, then he could certainly do ao

• the "Queen■ Writ" ran to the border. It was of cour••

axtr.ino!lly ,..h»•!w .C1.>, member• cf the llUC to operate in certain
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areas,· However, they could do so and !requently did so with 

Army protection. The question is (said Wilsey) - what are we 

doing to ensure that the RUC can patrol freely in these areas? 

O'Oonovan, pointing to the lessons of our history, said it was 

essential to the restoration ot normality t�at the RUC should 

patrol this area as they do any other. 

The Army people came across quite strongly on this subject, 

generally, and absolutely rejected that there was & basis for 

the perception on our side that there are area, north o! the 

border which are not patrolled by the RUC. 

Hara■■ment 

Th■re was a long diacuaaion on thia subject, the 111&in point■ 

being a, follows:-

(a) Moat eo111plainta ot ha&<1■■ment are unfounded, A

proportion however certainly have 1ul)atance.

(b) The Royal placed particular emphasis on

measures to deal with thi1 subject in th■ Derry area some

year, ago, with acme very positive resulta, All of thoae

preaent indicated that they were deeply con1cious ot th■

need to avoid provocation and to deal fairly and quickly

with complaints, All otticere receive specific

inatruction on thes■ i1auea six month■ in advance ot

poeting to Northern Ireland - again we were promi1ed a

copy of the■• in■tructions,

(c) The a1■ignment of particular Regiment• to particular

areaa waa ■imply a matter of that Regi.lllent'■ •turn•

coming up on the •rota•. Thay atrongly denied the

•uggeation that the Paratroop•regiment or the Marin•• are

con■ciou■ly ••nt to particular area■ at particular time■

to ·aort out• probleu that e111erge, Th•r• i1 no my■t■ry

figure in the Miniatry of Defence who malt•• conaciou1
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deciaiona of thia kind, It ia simply a 111Atter of rota 
fall-out. [I did not un·d it eaay to understand their 
exact position on this aubject. If it ia true that the 
operation of the rota has the unfortunate effect of 
sending particular Regiments to areas where their 
presence is strongly resented, would it not make aena• 
for somebody to make a policy decision that the rota be 
changed? The only logical reason for leaving the rota as 
it atanda ia that it produces reault,, In other worrlR, 
while the level of resentment within the community 11 
rai1ed so alao 1• the level of British Army 
effectiveneaa], 

Vote for Gerry Adw 

ns 1 

There were of course, some references to the forthcoming 
election, but none more interesting (I thought) than the 
argument by five senior British Army Officers that the re­
election of Gerry Ad&llla should be seen •• a positive thing. 
There was acme division of opinion on this subject around the 
table generally but it wae clear that not only the Arllly 
Officer1, but also Meaara. Alston and Dodd• felt that it was 
better that the people whOlll Mr, Adams repreaentad had a 
political "voice•. O'Donovan asked whether thia might enable 
the British Government to do "deals• with certain elements (a• 
they had done in the paat) when the time waa ri9ht. [It was 
fairly evident that thia is not ruled out but is a longer-t.8rlll 
option]. 

Anay strength generally 
British Army atrength is to be reduced by 40,000 in all, over 
a three year period (ending in 1994), Thi• ia an inevitable 
part of the outfall from the change• which hav• taken place in 
Baatern !urope, The planned reduction in strength h&d 
produced a •delicate• situation within the Army with many 
(naturally) feeling quite oonoerned for their joba and their 
futurea. The reduction will be achieved by mana of a 
combination ot reduced intake, natural wa1tage and a 
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redunda.ncy "package", While I would ne•d to confirm the 
figures, my understanding waa that in each of the three year■ 
about l,000 people will be expected to opt tor (or be given)

the "package". Thi■ year th• m.ajority of those receiving the

package had opted for it but some (including officer■ working 
il.lillil.Y w�1ih t,hnnfl nrrr1rntl hnrt 11mr,lu an.t nntinn tn thn 
effect that the •packaq�• wM� being appli•d. 

Soma ot the officers (including Wil■ey) expressed the view 
that, in the longer term, there may be a review of the cutback 
policy - the reemergence of fascism, for ex&J11ple, in !urop• 
may cause Governments to pau■e, 
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