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Sinn Feéelin Presldent Gerry Adams hae described tho
recent speech of British Secretary of Stata Sir
Patricik Mayhew as Tevidence of the coentlnued
centrallity of the Republican struggle"

Mr  Adams said: "Quite clearly his wpoech
reflects a polltical reatity amd a potitical
contradiction that while the Oritlah government
seek tOo demonise® and marginallse Repubilcans, yot
at the same Lime (n makilng thls spesech Hayhesw,
lik®e hls predecessor Brooke, (s acknowledglng our
&bility to affeti ENe& politicat agenda.®

"{In-n Eéln has & keen inieraswsi in_ aexgamining
glgsely any cogpmania which are gresented as a9

ehift in  British  policy _or thinking.  AtL
8apublicans wish _for a. .peacoful solution, _Ihe

sentrat__and moal urgeol.  lssue . feclng averyone,.

lnsluging Mr Maybpw musl be. _haow tg resglva 4hia
f£1L = _e =

sceatg _tha candlitions for Jjustice., oquallty and

damgsracy. . khrough which _n__leatipg peage. .can ba

achieved.
"Mr Mayhew has set ocut his views of the cltustion
at ltength. 1t Ls signiflcant that he s one of a

line of British mlinistere who has beon moved to
raeaospond in this way.

abgve maitecs then desspits 4the flawa (0 his
a L (1 — — - ne.
sencernad that Jthlzs <houtid ba bulll upen and.ae |
spproach Mr Mavhoaw's remarks, oam Sina Felp alwoys
seake 1R _approagh_such deyglopuents.-in.a .pesltive.
Yay.
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“In
tnitlative to date has been within the context af
partition, a Gritish polillical agenda and wlth the

dotng so | note that every British

Untonist veto underwritten,

tnto

*unfortunately the Mayhaw speech falls
thits category and reflects & refusal cn the part
of the British governmcnt to recognise that (te C:)

presence and tte tnslytonco on partitlontst

structures remaln the greatcst bareiers to peace.

“Some of those who will have road the full
text of Mayhew'!'s speech wilt have been struck by

tto sometimos patronislng tona.

"Nowhere _doag.__ha __menrton paciition ond lis
offect, Nowhees in_his opepina four point analysis
ta__the prosence _of Britaln and \ta role as

—of e even
a.-menttonl
progosition that ihe Britieh are _‘neuirsl! or ta

' ‘raci rut ' i

£ ol
uNo one  betllgves ¢thisc _apnd meany.  obsecyers
rFim
the interpatlonal.community ac ap excuae by the
Britlsh far meitntatoing the etatus__que contrary
Lo Mayhew'ns __ciatm, __ 8riteln doss have & 'blve
ne! L i eor
the Storment talka whep @ritish Ministacs easin
tried %o secuce ayreement .so_a Bariltloalst
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Lt h t 222toualy qn
this tgsue then he ahould 2ccept that tha leish
pegple hove tha_  reight . _to npeatignal celif-

facttl

r (3 i L
exercize qf that right, _Inst;ad Q0f the curreot
positlon the Briilsh government s=shaould move (o o

pot. Lltcat fulure,
Ine _British _ggvecnmant (9 in_-e gasitian {0

i v1a
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"Historically the British presence (n lreland
and lts dental of an frish natlional democracy to
the Irish people has been a continuous source of
conflict, For centurtee avery genersticn in
Ireland haes suffered the consequencos of that
conflict, Despltes perlods aof an absence of
viotence the condltlions f{fostered and L|Imposed on
the Irish people by Britlch occupation have meant

that jretand hes never known resl peaca.

"The refusal by succooslve British governmonts
to allow the (rlsh nation to excrcise (ts right to
solf-determination and democracy hae been snd L|a
British governmaent policy.

"In 1980, during the Republican hunger strikse
tn Armagh and fong Kesh. the Angtican Blshop of
Sallsbury, Dr John Austin Baker commented on
Britaln's dentLat of democracy Ln Jralamd and lts
effect. He sald: 'No B8ritloh government ought ever
to forget that (his peribous moment, Ilke meny
before it, is the outworking of a Ahistory TJor
which our country ia primerity responsiéble.
Engtand =setzed Ilretland for its own military
benefit, It planted Protesiant settters there Lo
make it strateglcaltly secure. It humiiiated and
penalised (he native Iriah and their Catholle
retigton: and then; whan it could no longer hold
on to the whole (sland, (L kept back parti to be
home for the settlilere’ descendants, a non-viable
solution from which Protesiante hevo suffered as
much as anyone.
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tOur injustice createda the sittuatlon;
constantly repeating that we will! maintain it 80
tong as the majortty (ln the North) wish (L, we
actively Inhtbit Protegtant and Caiholte from
working out a new future together. This (s the

root of the viotance.....,'

nSir Patrick HMaydas. . —Ltike . hla  meny,
Rredgcessora,..  igneres this contral tusue. Thet be
ghosas 30 do gco e ao I(ndicaetion of how far
cemgveod his analyels [a _ feom reaslity. He \(a
remiae _glse _ln pealeing the work of asucgespive

v 5 r

equalliy of opportunity. in employmani, This (o
agt a.peticy g tioast of.

“"On the contrary any examination of the
practicea of discrimination in that poriod
demonstrates tha lack of concoern and commitment bdy
the Britich to tackling the problem of estructured
diccrimination,

“Anot her axample aof Mayhow’ = patronising
attitude is to be found In his comments on tha
frish languags and Literature and (n hles _amply

yasture on iho Cgelicisation of w
eping wi .{raom

the _Council of Eurepa and..its__Conoveptlan__on
minocity tanguages..
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"l is __wrong _to _ctaim _igftiec _mativation
esdactlatly vwhen PMayhew conllnues tia_discrimipats
agalnst the Ilrish longuage sod refusss._to snd the

i u

schools,.

"Hias remarks about Yugoslavia are in a simitar

ef a ailillon human feingg’'.

tHe knows. thal _a_ Bcitlsh withdrawal _.means
poihing of the gacrt and his remark its particularly

{nappropriste coming at a time when Loyelist
murder gangs are murdering Cathollics aimest on a
daity basie, Iin their homes and on the atreets;
have killed more poople than any ather group Lhis
vyear; hava killed more civillans than any other
group ln two decadeg of confllety hnve a history
of pogrom egainat the nettitonalist community and
have expretssd a datocrmination L6 LIncreasa thelr
bloody activities.

———Having griticised aome of his. romearke, LL {8
anly . felc_to exoming what fgteisk Mayhew'e spesch
Ls_about? fos _he. os sgme ohsorvers suggest, .seying
Lo _start. s _paace proceas? Has the even bothered to

hasting Peace? Or ara his commenia rmaily aimad at
Begubitcangl, __oc. .8t the  widee _aztlagnallct
somounity?
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"Mr Maynew makes much Ln His epsech of the
need to identlfy the nature of any conflict and of
dialogue as a means 1o resolve (t. He s right,

but he must know that gEafijSh.resaidtjon la ook

: - S, Y  parraie s e Mavt
darbgucs the hoRa that Bgpubiican rraistanse will

nsgaliated _and_ pescemaking._ ie__aboul  bridaiag

<" nmagotlatioq, -

"Two Yyears ago Archbishop Tutu of South
Africe, a determined oppenent of injustice and
supporter of frecdom advisod the British
govarnment; 'tet your negotiations be as tnelusive
as possible. Don’t tet any feel they'‘ve been
exciuded. Let them be represented by thosce thay
regard as thetr authentic spokespersonse, otherwise
tatke, as wo have dlscovered el home, bacome san

exercisa Ln futillty'.
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"Our party represonis approximately 35% of the
nationallist vote in the & counties, a greater
proportion of the nationallst vote than the DUP
reproesents of the Unionlst vot e} we command
greater electorat support tham the Altlance Party:
and are the second largest Party in Belfast.

“Sion Feth hae 'm damoccstlic. mmodetis and (5. (s

"Sinn Féln does not put any preconditions on
talking and we are committiud to the development of
a8 realL peace process. It is e matter of roegret
that thlis commitment ls not shared by the Brlitish
government at this time,

"Patreick Hayhew woutld do welt to took to _the
internptlonal  commupity . where  slgnificent
polittcal chandes are taking ploce, JThat community
will not aiways be sq patiopt. with  Briltish
poticy makers.
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"The UN and the EC are useful avenuoes whlich
should be explored Ln any genuins peace process in
Tretand. The LImminent succession of Presldent~
etect BlLLL Clinton provides a further Llnteresting
area of change whers assistance to help end thie
conflict might be found.

"The people of [reland and Britain want peace,
a lasting peace which can bring an end to the
cycle of violence which has boen a part of our
history for generations.

“A peace process, L|f Lt ls to be meantngful
and genuline must address the polltical problems
whieh has been a part of our histery Tor
generatlions.

whitcgh ts JInvolved in & Drocegpn. of economisc _and
political  restructyring <opn _provide _valuoble
asslstance while the UN, which has the authority
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magyary British effort to rule tretand bhas
fat led. The Irish people have been the matin
vietims of tnis fatture. The Govornmant of irelend
Act was not @& solution. The verlous sritlsh
govarnment 'i.nH.Lu,Lvo.‘ elnce then have faltled
algo., Since its creation 70 years the eix county
state has been in a permansnt state of cristis and
for the tast two decades thers has boen open
confllct, partition hss fallod. gritailn'e presence
in Ireland and peace are incompatible.

__:A_nu_nnms.h-uu_sgm__m_.ahlsb__gm.i
msm_nmn:gbmlﬂ—mnm.Lgm_mwn._u_L of
m-n;;uemmmmpm&wxu.u
Mi.m_uu;..xb_m ‘Wia. proseat.
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