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and Brooke resignation 
1992 

1, The text of Brooke'a 1tatement as issued to the media and 
circulated in the Sou•• did not contain any reference to 
his resignation which came aa a 1urpriae to the 

2, 

opposition banche• and to Conservative backbencher■, 
According to MPs to whom we spoke he had tendered hia 
resignation this all\ to the PM prior to hi• departure for 
Belfast, after a weekend of reflection on hi• political 
future, Our source• ••Y that the PM refueed it but on 
Brook•'• inai■tence agreed to defer a final deciaion 
until hia return later today, The Whip• and the Leader 
of the Houee did not expect the matter to become public 
and we gather had little forewarning of his decision to 
tag the matter onto the and of thia afternoon'• atatement 
on the killings, 

Explaining what happened in Dublin, Brooke told the !ouae 
h• had accepted a long 1tanding invitation to appear on 
the Late Late Show and that he had hoped to use it a1 an 
opportunity to 1peak to the people of the Republic About 
terrorism, He ■aid that when he yielded to an 
uneignalled requaat toeing, he did so innocently but 
that thi• wa■ patently an error and he wiahed to 
apologise unra■ervedly to the familie■ of tho•• concerned 
and their repre■entative■ for the wholly ju1tifiad 
offence he had cau,ed, 

3, Word had leaked out earlier thi■ afternoon to aome 
backbencher■ that he would be malcini a per■onal 
statement. Th• wide1pread expectation wa■ that he would 
go no further than a paraonal apology. There wae a large 
attendanc• in the Bouaa, especially on the Tory bench••• 
Brooke wa1 flanked on the front bench br the Home
Secretary, the Attorney General, the So icitor General 
(remaining on from Attorney General'• queetiona directly 
beforehand) the Leader of the Houae and several junior 
Miniatera including Niok Scott, Archie Hamilton, the 
Armed Fore•• Miniater, the Chief Whip and almo,t all of 
the senior Wbipa. On the Oppodtion banchH, Jtinnoclc 
made a point of sitting through the entire debate from 
the outeet. MeNamara waa accompanied by Mar■hall and 
Stott. Bwna and McGrady repreeented the SDLP, The Ot1P 
were repre,anted by �o■■, For■ythe and Walker and the 
only Dt1P repre■entative w•• Robin10n. 
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4, Brooke's offer of resignation wa1 greeted with a 
apontanaou1 outburat of dislllAy on all side,. McNamara, 
aa the first to respond, caught the mood when ha said 
"what happened on Friday night, happened, but in my 
hwnhle opinion ia not a reaiqning matter", Brooke'• 
offer of resignation he deacribed as "characteristically 
honest and courageous", :Privately, McNamara and others 
feel that reaignation was an unneceaaary, excessive and 
politically unwise reaponse, Be, Stott and Marshall, 
were asked in various media interview■ over the weekend 
whether Brooke ahould resign. Thay all, in different 
ways, dismissed this ■uggestion and this afternoon 
expreseed some measure of resentment of being obliged to 
join the Tories in urging the Prilne Minister to refuae 
his reaignation, 

5, The contributions of Roat and Foraythe ware predictably 
at odda with the overall 11100d of the debate. Rosa apoke 
about "mutilated bodiu on the floor of thh House" being 
neoea■ary to alter Government attitude• to aecurity, Be 
111&de no reference to Brooke'• reaignation. Poraythe, 
following a pre-prepared script, referred to Brooke's 
"song and dance act" making an understated pas•ing 
reference to the fact that Brooke had shown ha waa "an 
honourable gentleman who deserved great credit", 

6. Explaining that Mccrea and Paisley ware at the funeral■,
Robinson referred to Paialay'■ meeting laat week with 
Mawhinney and called for a root and branch pro-active 
aecurity policy which would •go after the I:RA. 11 • 

7, Hume made a ■trong1 wall-regarded, intervention speaking 
of the divided loyaltie■ of those who were killed and 
those who did the killing but adding that the answer to 
divided loyalty waa not murder but ra■pect, Ha oalled on 
the two Goverrunenta to ensure that there waa no political 
vacuum and concluded by hoping that the Prime Miniatar 
would ensure that Brooke remained in office to continue 
hia eUorta, 

8, Others to contribute to the debate included Jim lilfedder 
who raised again, to groan■ from both aides, the que■tion 
of excommunication for the IRA, Alex Carlile ■poke for 
the Liberal Oamocrata (he waa flanked by Paddy Ashdown 
and Lord Holme of Cheltenham - the Liberal Democrat NI 
apokealll4n - wa■ in the Gallaryi, Carlile urged Brooke 
not to ra■ign and to hold to h I twin-track policy of 
"political progreu and tight ■ecurity• adding that no 
party should be allowed •to bomb their way into the 
General Election ca.mpaign". John Siffen (Cons) agreed 
that it waa oorraot for Srooke to offer his 
reaignation but hoped the Prime Minister would reoogniae, 
aa did the whole House, hi• •fonlidabl• qualitie■•, Ba 
called for tightened military ■ecurity, in particular 
more effective auparvi■ion of the border, 
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Merlyn Ree, noted the unusual ,trong unit•d view of the 
Bouse that Brooke should not re,ign which should send a 
message to the IRA that terrori1m will not dictate to the 
Bouse. Julian Alnery (Con■) expreaaed his admiration for 
Brooke's "frank and ina.nly offer of re■ignation", Be 
called on the Government to oon1ider very seriously "the 
alternaeive of administrative devolutiontintegration• (a 
■uggestion which drew vigorou■ expresaions of agreement
from Kate Hoey, the Labour integrationi■t), Peter 
Temple-Morris claimed that in all part• of this House
there was "no wish or thought" that Brooke ahould reaign. 
The talks, he said, had 11\Arginalised the IRA (a statement 
which draw 1trong negative re1ponses from Hwne on the 
benches oppoaite), The beat aecurity for the people of 
Northern Iraland lay in talks and the sooner they were 
reswned, the better, Sir Gile• Shaw (Con1), in an 
uncharacteristically negative intervention, aaked if the 
commitment to the rule of law 1hould "not be obaarvad on 
both ■idea of tha border• remarking on the origins of IRA 
weaponry and the sighting of training cainp■ and asked 
"what intan■ification of ucurity wae planned by the 
Iri■h Gardai and Army?" Be, too, hoped that Brooke would 
keep hie poaition, Ivor Stanbrook asked if the claim to 
Article• 2 and 3 gave encouragement to the IRA, Be al10 
raised the old chestnut of Labour party oppoaition to the 
PTA, claiming that thi1 undermined the effort• of the 
aacurity fore••• 

the view in the Hou■• when the Alllba■aador and I left it 
and now confi=•d waa that the Prime Miniater would not 
accept Brooke'• reaignation, The Chief Whip and Leader 
of the Bouie ware expected to report Q&Ck to him the 
univer■ally 1upportive view• on all aid••• There waa 
aoma acknowledgement that the Prime Mini1tar might return 
from hia vi■it to Northern Ireland with a heightened 
aenae of Unionist outrage, To act, however, on thia 
would, it wa■ felt, confirm yet again the power of the 
Unioni■t veto, Hume wa1 atrongly of the view that Brooke 
will be reconfirmed in office. McNllll!Ara wa■ marginally 
leas certain but per■uaded to the view that so ■oon 
before an eleotion, the Prime Miniatar waa unlikely to 
dump a Secretary of Stata, universally perceived here to 
be a decent man, victimised by circumatancea, Brooke'• 
low key, downcast performance ahowed clearly, however, 
the atrain that thia affair ha• put on hi.Jn and there waa 
a ■enae, among those to whom the Alnbaaaador and I ■poke, 
that whatever the outcome of thi• affair it ha■ taken a 
oonaiderabla toll on him politically and per■onally, 

©NAI/TSCH/2021/94/33 

l 
j 

1 • 

I' 

i 


	coversheet_tsch
	cu43
	TSCH_2021_94_3300014
	TSCH_2021_94_3300015
	TSCH_2021_94_3300016




