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Deputy Joint Secretary
Political Talks: First Day

1. Alston telephoned me shortly before J p.m. to give me an account of today's proceedings. I have faxed to you two shortpress releases he provided to me, the first an opening statement by the Secretary of State, the second an agreedjoint press statement issued over lunch,
2. The Plenary began with a short statement by the Secretaryof State in which he indicated his determination to carry theprocess forward. It than heard a report from the Business Committee meeting of 9 March which reviewed the procedures tobe followed in future meetings, i.e. location, number of people allowed per delegation in rooms, agreed time table(Monday-Wednesday of each week). 
3. There then followed a brief discuaaion of the Gap. The Unioniat aide expre■sed the desire that the arrangements be a■flexible aa possible and that there should be provision for "injury time", The Secretary of State, in reaponse, ■tuck tothe language of Monday's communique and waa not furtherpressed on the question of an extenaion,
4. Each Party Leader than made a short presentation, whichAlston summed up a■ follows: 

(a) Aderdicei The talks process should move from the "good ba■i■ for talks" which was reached last year tothe •good basis for the governance of NorthernIreland". 

The problem of relationship■ was broader thanwithin Northern Ireland alone and this had tobe addressed. 
(c) Cunnlnqhuu (In substitution for Molyneaux,) Predictably referred to the political and conatitutional debate taking place elaawhere inBritain and streaaed that any agreement herewould have to be workable, durable and compatible (though not nece■aarily identical) with constitutional developmenta elsewhere inBritain, 

(d) Paialey: Stressed that these were new talks in which there waa to be a search for an alternative tothe Anglo-Irish Agreement and that they were about settling the future political governanceof Northern Ireland within the Union. Paisleywent on to criticiee the Minister's remarks atMonday•• Preas Conference in which he ■poke oftwo agendae. 
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• s. The secretary ot State then aummed up that they had 
probably exhausted whatever could be achieved in Plenary today 
and announced that the Business Committee would meet from 
3 p.m. onwards and again on Monday, 1 May (the Bank Holiday), 
The Plenary will meet again on Tuesday next at whioh time he 
hoped it would get down to discuss matters of substance. 
Later he described to officials hia view of the tone of the 
meeting ae being "brisk, businesa-like, realistic". 

6. I asked Alston about the paper in circulation and whether
he would provide me with a copy. He presumed that I was 
speaking about an up-dated version of tha paper entitled 
"Realitiea and Common Themes• which had first been circulated 
at the and of last year'a talks. That paper had now bean 
revised to take account of the final poaition of Partiea last 
year and attempted to pull the threads together so that there 
could be a bridge from last year's diacue■ion to aubatantive 
discussion in this year•, talk■, Be informed me that he had 
no authorisation to provide me with a copy of thi1 paper, 
observing wryly that thi■ was a matter which he had discussed 
with ua last week (i.e. our acceaa to doou.mente of Strand 1) 
and he was sure it would be di■cussed at Friday's meeting, 

7. Alston told me that another paper will be distributed
imminently to participant■ in the talks, prepared by the 
Government and which attempted to provide a basis for moving 
the talka onward. This paper would review the option■ !or new 
political institutions within Northern Ireland, 

B. Alston did not anticipate telephoning me after the
Buaineee Committee had met unless there was a dramatic
development at the meeting.
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POLITICAL TALKS - PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS - 'K!:ONESDAY a9 APRIL 

The Secretary of State for Northern Iraland, the Rt Hon sir Patrick 
Mayhaw MP, said t0day1 

"W• ai:e 4bout to resume the nuw Political Tal:ka which wez:e begun 
laat month. I want to put on raoord now the atrenith ot teelinq I 
1am1■ in Northern Ir•land that the politicial impa••• IIIU■t be brought 
to an ond, That leeling ia profoundly ri;ht. Th•r• is a wealth ot 
political talent:. hei:• being wasted, In consequence it ia too ot:ten 
spent in atarile and ds■tructive ways, We have to correct that: 
atep by 1tap, no doubt, but with determination, Tha� will be the 
r1rst strand, 

We plan to addreaa, in further strands, tha totality ot 
ralation•hipa betwaen North and south in !raland and between !ast 
and west in thea■ i■lands, Here we shall •••Ka laatin9 
accommodation of all proper intere■ta. We all know it will be far 
fMtl\ ec.sr� . £,-£�, � fri.l,i,.J< ,v<..SCr\S<. th� th� ti!IIU bave 1'1ever bHn
mora favourable, So much i■ owed �y th• paopl• ot North•rn Ireland 
to the irna9inati0n, patience and political courage ■hown �y all �1• 

parties repra■ented her• today, and to th• unth:in9 effort• ot my 
predece■aor Peter Br�cka, 

May w• be equal tc the hour," 

,·:•, • I  • 
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29 April 1992 

TALltS STA't!MBNT 

The new political talks whieh ■tarted on 9 March thi• year 
reaU111ed today, All the participants reaffimed their 
eonnitment tn the talk■ on the ba1is of the t;.hen Secretary of 
State•, au.tement et 26 Morch 1991, 

The Secretary of State held an introductory 11eetinq with th• 
four party leader■ together. 

Thero was a meeting in plenary •••■ion, in which the 
Secretary of State and each of th• tour party leeder■ made 
openin9 1tat1111111nta. 

The 9ueineaa C0111111ittee, under the Chainnan1hip of Mr a.nley, 
will held a meeting tbi1 afternoon to ae1i1t ln the plennin9 
ot the forthcoming work, 

Th•r• will 1>e further 111eetin9s, i._-1 tlflt,,.,_ il'l�ludifl? further 
ple�ry di1eu11iona, next week. 
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