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Political Talks: Firgt Day

1. Alston telephoned me shortly before 3 P.m. to give me ap
account of today-‘s Proceedinge. I have faxed to you two short
bress releases he provided to me, the firat an opening
statemant by the Secretary of State, the second an agreed
joint press statement issued over lunch,

2. The Plenary began with a short statement by the Secretary
of State in which he indicated his determination to carry the
process forward. It then heard a report from the Business
Committee meeting of 9 March which reviewed the procedures to
be followed in future meetings, i.e. location, number of
people allowed per delegation in roons, agreed time table
(Monday-Wednesday of each waeek).

3. There then followed a brief discussion of the Gap. The
Unionist side expressed the desire that the arrangements be as
flexible as posslble and that there should be provision for
"injury time", The Secretary of State, in redponse, stuck to
the language of Monday’s communique and was not further
Pressed on the question of an extensgion.

4. Each Party Leader then made a short Presentation, which
Alston summed up as follows:

(a) Aderdice: The talks process should move from the "good
basis for talks" which was reached last year to

the "good basis for the governance of Northern
Ireland*.

Hume: The problem of relationships was broader than
within Northern Ireland alone and this had to
be addressed.

Cunningham: (In subetitution for Molyneaux. )
Predictably referred to the political and
conatitutional debate taking place elsawhere in
Britain and stressed that any agreement here
would have to be workable, durable and
compatible (though not necessarily identical)
with constitutional developments elsewhere in
Britain,

Palsley: Stressed that these were new talks in which

there was to be a search for an alternative to
Teement and that they were
about settling thae future political governance
of Northern Ireland within the Union, Paisley
went on to criticise the Minister’s remarks at
Monday‘s Press Conference in which he spoke of
two agendaa,
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S. The Secretary of State then summed up that they had
probably exhausted whatever could be achieved in Plenary today
and announced that the Buginesa Committee would meet from

3 p.m. onwards and again on Monday, 1 May (the Bank Holiday).
The Plenary will meet again on Tuesday next at which time he
noped it would get down to digcuss matters of subatanca.

Later he described to officials his view of the tone of the
meeting as being “brisk, business-like, realistic",

6. T asked Alston about the paper in circulation and whether
he would provide me with a copy. He presumed that I was
speakin? about an up-dated version of the paper entitled
"Realities and Common Themes"” which had first been circulated
at the end of last year‘’s talks. That paper had now been
revised to take account of the final position of Parties last
year and attempted to pull the threads together so that there
could be a bridge from last year’s discussion to substantive
discusaion in this year‘’s talks. Be informed me that he had
no authorisation to provide me with a copy of this paper,
observing wryly that this was a matter which he had discussed
with us last week (i.e. our access to documents of sStrand 1)
and he was sure it would be discussed at Priday’s meeting.

7. Alston told me that another paper will be distributed
imminently to participants in the talks, prepared by the
Government and which attempted to provide a basis for moving
the talks onward. This Eaper would review the optiona for new
political institutions within Northern Ireland.

8. Alston did not anticipate telephoning me after the
Bugsiness Committee had met unleas there was a dramatic
development at the meeting.
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POLITICAL TALKS - PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS ~ WEDNESDAY 29 APRIL

The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, the Rt Hon 8ir Patrick
Mayhew MP, sald today:

"We are about to resume the new Political Talks which were begun
last month. I want to put on record now the strength of feeling I
sense in Northern Irsland that the political impasse must be brought
to an end. That feeling is profoundly right. There is a wealth of
political talent here being wasted. 1In conseguence it is too often
spent in sterile and destructive ways. We have to correct that:
step by step, no doubt, but with determination. That will be the
firat strand.

We plan to address, in further strands, the totality of
relationahips betwaen Nortlt and south in Ireland and between Fast
and west in theses islands. Here we ahall seeX a lasting
accommodution of all proper interesta. We all know it will be far
from easy . ,«.2/(5 9 #hink we sense thex the timas have never been
more favourable. 8o much is owed by the pecople of Northern Ireland
to the {magination, patience and political courage shown by all tha
parties represented hiere today, and to the untiring efforts of my
predecessor Petar Brooke.

May we be equal to the hour."
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29 April 1992
TALKS STATEMENT

The new political talks which started on 9 March this year
resumad today. All the participants reaffirmed their
compitment to the talks on the basis of the then Secretary o?
State’s statement of 26 March 1991.

The Sacretary of State held an introductory meeting with the
four party leaders together.

Thera was a meeting in plenary session, in which the
Secratary of State and each of the four party leaders made
opeaning stataments.

The Business Committse, under the Chairmanship of Mr Hanley,
will hold a meeting this afternocon to assist in the planning
of the forthconing work.

There will be further meetings, imeivdtmg ineluding further
plenary discussions, next week.
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