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Political Talk■ 1 Strand One 

l. Robert Alston telephoned at 9 p,m. fJ:>llqwing a ae■■ion
with Mayhew and.Hanley. Be gave the following account of
today'• ••••ion■ of the aub-aOWlli.ttae con■idering the
paper• put in by the �artiea on Government atructurea.
Th• 1ub-committee decided to take the paper■ eeriatim
beginning with the Alliance paper, The SDLP paper wa■
examined thia afternoon and the unionist paper■ will be
examined tomorrow.

Alliance Paper

2, The Alliance paper wa1 taken thia morning and wae 
aubjected to •a ■evere roaating• on the ground• that it 
wa■ old hat and too like the Sunningdale model, 

SDLP Paper 

3, The queationing of the SDLP went on for three hour■ in 
the afternoon, Alston aaid it waa evident to the Britiah 
aide that a great deal of detail had not been thought 
through, Nor had the pre■entational impact on the other 
partiea. In the British view, the paper wa■ aubject to 
auch criticiam that it i■ unlikely to ■tand, I waa told, 
however, that the exchan�•• were good natured, good 
humoured and ■eriou■ throughout, 

4. The Briti■h expect that the two Unionist paper■ will be
diapo■ed of at tomorrow morning'• •••■ion and that in th•
afternoon the ■ub-committee will conaider what report it
can make to Plenary and in particular how it will handle
divergence■, Thay expect Thur■day to be a day of
reflection before the Plenary •••■ion on Priday which
will be a critical day in the talk■•

5, Perhapa ■urpriaingly, Mayhe�'• view thi■ evening is l••• 
pe■■imi■tio than it wa■ la■t night, Today'■ ■e■■ione, in 
hi■ view and Hanley'■, went coneiderably better than 
expected in the ••n•• that dog■ had not barked and 
abra■ive atylea and ton•• had not been adopted by the 

� 
partiea. However, Mayhew is not yet convinced that the 
reef (of the SDLP paper) will not tear the ■hip 
apart. The Briti■h were very concerned about the leak of 
the SDLP propo••l• but were comforted by Jim Dougal'• 
account on the early BBC bulletin thi■ evening drawinq 
attention to the ■eriou• di■au■■ion thi■ afternoon. 
(They had not seen the RTB bulletin at 9 p.m. which 
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deacribed the Unioni•t• &• "livid• and augg••ted there 
would be trouble,) 

I aeked if there wa• any particular point the Briti•h 
would hiqhlight in the Unioni•t qu••tioning of the SDLP 
paper. Al•ton aaid the SDLP themeelva■ eeemed to be 
genuinely eurprised at the concern• created in Unioniat 
mind• about ■overeignty and the poaition of Northern 
Ireland within the United Kingdom. 'In thi■ ra■pect, the 
main feature wa■ the implication in the SDLP paper, a■ 

f the Unioniate aaw it, that an unelected body with at 
leaat one out•ide agency aitting on it, ie, the Council 
of Minietere, would have m ortant le i lative aa well aa 
executive function■, Alston added that in the Bri ■ 
v!ew, the SDLP had mishandled the pr■••ntation of their 
paper putting it in very baldly and without seaming to 
reali■e that it would cau■• 11larm among the Unioni■t 
parti••• The Briti•h aide believed however that today'■ 
cro■■-queationing ••••ion had repaired ■om• of the d&111Age 
dona, 

C011111ent 

The Britiah a■1eaament h•• lurched from poeitive 
(Y•■terday morning'■ meeaaga to the Mini■ter) to vary 
concerned (thi■ morning'• meeaag• to ma) to le•• concern 
thia evening notwith■tandin9 the leak of the SDLP 
propo■ale. Although th� British present themaalva■ here 
aa being neutral, their briefing thi■ evening identified 
with the Unioniat reaction, I pointed out to Alaton that 
the SDLP have alway• argued that the ■t::ucture■ of 
Govarn1119nt in Northern Ireland could not be purely 
internal, that their paper, therefore, oould not have 
been a eurpri•• and tha� the initial reaction of the 
Unioni■t• and the Britieh ye■tarday may have •••mad to 
the• to be caloulated to put them under preaeure before 
their propoaal• were even diacu■aed. 

The leak of the SDLP propoaal■ m&y have been intended to 
put them in the doghouae in the expectation that public 
opinion will blame them for over-ambition and help to 
shape future dieou1aion more to the liking of the other 
participant■• 

Poft■adpt 

Al■ton called again at 10,30 P••· in a more peeeillliatio 
mood. Ba ■aid the leak of the SOLP propoaala i■ now 
oau■ing reverberation■ and there may be ab■anteei•m at 
the eub-00111111ittee tomorrow morninq, Minister■ are 
working on-the parti•• to try to prevent thia, In aid of 
tha■e effort■, the Secretary of State ha■ iaaued a 
atatement cond■Dning the leak, Al■ton added that Frankie 
Millar of the Iri1h Tim•• •••ma to have• c0111plet• ■at of 
the paper■ and ia planning to writ• th- up, 
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1. 

Political Talk■ 1 Strand One 

Robert Alaton vi■ited thia morning with further 
information about ye■terday'■ proceeding• (I might 

-----­

mention that I had expresaed ■ome diaaatiafaction with 
the rather bland briefing we received early yeaterday 
afternoon), Alaton aaid the Secretary of State had asked 
him late last night to give the following supplementary 
message to the personal mesaage he sent the Minister 
(drafted yesterday morning) and the "bare bones briefing" 
given to me after lunch, 

2. The four SOLP HP• saw Mayhew and Hanley before lunch,
The two Unionist Partie■ (not the leaders) saw Hanley in
the afternoon and there was also indirect contact with
John Alderdice. These contact■ caused the British aide
to consider that the proc••• waa now being put to its
firat severe teat Th wo Unionist Parties and the SDLP
were both very critical of each other and expressed
pessimism about the feaaibility of making co111111on ground,
In crude term■, the Unioni■t■ were ■aying that the SOLP
had gone too far and the SDLP were saying that the
Unioniata had not gone far enough.

3. Alston aaid the Unionists were diemayed about two point•
in particular, fir■t, the SDLP propoaal to introduce
outside agencie■, ie, the Iriah Government and the EC in
their Bxeoutive Co111111ia■ion for Northern Ireland and,
second, the abeence of reference to a law-making function
whieh they thought implied that the Council of Minieters
of Ireland, 111&de up of the Iriah Government and the
E�ecutive Commiseion, would have that power, The British
thought Molyneaux had been helpful in avoiding a
potentially rancoroua di■cu■aion in plenary by suggesting
there wa■ no need for introduction of the paper■ and that
they should be aent straight off to the sub-committee,

'• What concerned Mayhew was that in hi• diecu■aion with the 
SDLP MPe, Hume adopted a "take it or leave it" attitude 
to the Unionists. He said their proposals were not 
■erioue ae he had known they would not be, They were not
innovative in reapeot of the guiding principles agreed
laet week, In relation to the appointment of a
Commisaion on the BC model, he aaid that if the nioniate
were not intereated in that propo■al they could forget
about the whole talk■ proc••••

5, I questioned Alston about how Bwne came to m&ke the•• 
co111D1ent■• Be aaid it waa in reaponae to a queation trom 
Hanl•f about what the SDLP'e position woul� be if the 
Unioni.ete c

�

uld not ace. pt their pro
��

s;,:11, A• I

1c,_ • r ?J_ (JY� 
©NAI/TAOIS/2021/94/35 /J e1 / l J '.::> 

J , ' v ...-,- , 



·-· · --

• 

2 

r•port•d ye■terday, the British side 1ee themselves as 
behaving neutrally 10 far but, as Banley's question 
imp iea, they do not ••e the SOLP proposals a■ realistic 
and they want to know how far the SDLP will back off. 
Alston regard•d the queation •• "clarifying• in nature. 
I thought the SDLP could acarcely be expected to see it 
aa 1uch or to reapond to probing• about how far they 
would be prepared to retreat from a paper they had ju■t 
lodged. Thef would naturally draw appropriato 
conclu■ions if the Unioni■ts were not prepared to dieouaa 
their proposala. The iaaue was not one of whether the 
SDLP were prepared to retreat from their paper but rather 
whether all the Parties were prepared to diacuaa each 
other's proposals. Alston readily agreed that point, 

6, The conclu■ion the Secretary of State drew from the 
contact■ with the parties i■ that we shall not achieve 
he transition to Strand Two unles■ there is aerious 

diacus■ion of the model■ for ■tructurea of Government in 
Northern Ireland put up in Strand One. At the moment, he 
see■ only a modeat common ground in the idea of an 
a1■embly which i• present in all paper■, 

7. I drew attention to the fact that today'■ supplementary
meaaage is very different to yeaterday'•• I thought it
would be wise to wait and 1ee what takes place in the
aub-committee before drawing conclu■iona. It would be
for the British Chairman (in the person of Mr Hanley) to
encourage the partie• to talk about each other'■
propo•al•• Al■ton •aid Mayhew waa taking th• line that
they<•• Chair) ahould eimply try to clarify what the
propoeale meant. Privately, however, he thought the SOLP
proposal& had implication• for both Government■ which
might need to be aet out.

8. The Britiah are aware that the Mini■ter ha■ travelled
from Hru■■■l■ to Offl■n. T eaid he �Q�la b� QQn•id�ring a
reply to Sir Patrick's me••age. The Secretary of State
is visiting Fermanagh today, notably Fiv■miletown where
there was an incident la•t week, and one or two PVCP■, I
hoped that he would take the opportunity to look at one
or two of the closed border roada and expree■ed regret
when I waa told that was not on his progr&J111J1e,
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