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The pract1 e has been not to resporid to letters of this nature /

from Mr. Adams. The most recent letter was on 19 August last

when Mr. Adams wrote to the Taoiseach seeking a meeting with 2
him to discuss the "search for peace'. No response was issued
to the letter which was also sent to the British Prime
Minister and Church leaders. The only British response was a
remark by Minister Needham that the letter was a publicity
gimmick and that Adams should “call off his Rotweilers". The
Church leaders did respond in November saying that since no
credible proof had been given by Sinn Fein of its readiness to
abjure all violence, they could not meet representatives of
Sinn Fein. A statement was issued by Sinn Fein at the time
the letter was written and much of its content is remarkably
similar to the letter now sent to the Taoiseach.

In November, 1988, a letter was sent to the Taoiseach by the
General Secretaries of Sinn Fein (Harfley and 0 Raghallaigh)
enclosing their proposals for an alternative to the Anglo-
Irish Agreement. This letter was not replied to.

The only exception to the practice outlined above was in
February, 1990 when Mr. Adams wrote to the Taoiseach about the
controversy at that time relating to the return to Australia
of aboriginal remains which were in the Royal College of
Surgeons. The Taoiseach decided that a reply should be issued
to Mr. Adams by his Private Secretary setting out the factual
position i.e. the matter had been resolved and the remains
were being returned to Australia.
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On 20 February, 1984, the Government agreed that members of
the Government or Ministers of State should not meet
deputations which included members of Provisional Sinn Fein
unless they publicly disassociated themselves from the IRA
campaign of violence. The decision was taken on foot of a
memorandum from the Minister for Justice which drew attention
to the practical difficulties of extending the decision to
correspondence from Sinn Fein representatives addressed to
Government Departments but this category of correspondence was
distinguished from that addressed to Ministers or their
private offices - the inference was that there should be no
reply to the latter correspondence.

I see no reason to depart from our practice in relation to
correspondence from this source. The Sinn Fein Ard Fheis is
due to take place at the weekend and even an acknowledgement
of the letter could well be used for purposes which would
militate against the Government's interests. It could also
complicate unnecessarily the Taoiseach's meeting with the
British Prime Minister. The Sinn Fein letter does not
renounce the IRA campaign or call for its cessation. Its
statement that it does not advocate or endorse violence must
be viewed in the context of Mr. Adams' prominent attendance at
the funeral in Sligo recently of a Provisional IRA member who
was shot dead by a part-time UDR member who had fired back
when attacked by an IRA unit near Bellegk.

]q/February, 1992.
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