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when Mr. Adams wrote to the Taoiseach seeking a meeting with 
him to discuss the "search for peace". No response was issued 
to the letter which was also sent to the British Prime 
Minister and Church leaders. The only British response was a 
remark by Minister Needham that the letter was a publicity 
gimmick and that Adams should "call off his Rotweilers". The 
Church leaders did respond in November saying that since no 
credible proof had been given by Sinn Fein of its readiness to 
abjure all violence, they could not meet representatives of 
Sinn Fein. A statement was issued by Sinn Fein at the time 
the letter was written and much of its content is remarkably 
similar to the letter now sent to the Taoiseach. 

In November, 1988, a letter was sent to the Taoiseach by the 
General Secretaries of Sinn Fein (HariJey and O Raghallaigh) 

l 
enclosing their proposals for an alternative to the Anglo-

/--i 
I 

Irish Agreement. This letter was not replied to. 
1q•)..,

The only exception to the practice outlined above was in 
February, 1990 when Mr. Adams wrote to the Taoiseach about the 
controversy at that time relating to the return to Australia 
of aboriginal remains which were in the Royal College of 
Surgeons. The Taoiseach decided that a reply should be issued 
to Mr. Adams by his Private Secretary setting out the factual 
position i.e. the matter had been resolved and the remains 
were being returned to Australia. 
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On 20 February, 1984, the Government agreed that members of 
the Government or Ministers of State should not meet 
deputations which included members of Provisional Sinn Fein 
unless they publicly disassociated themselves from the IRA 
campaign of violence. The decision was taken on foot of a 
memorandum from the Minister for Justice which drew attention 
to the practical difficulties of extending the decision to 
correspondence from Sinn Fein representatives addressed to 
Government Departments but this category of correspondence was 
distinguished from that addressed to Ministers or their 
private offices - the inference was that there should be no 
reply to the latter correspondence. 

I see no reason to depart from our practice in relation to 
correspondence from this source. The Sinn Fein Ard Fheis is 
due to take place at the weekend and even an acknowledgement 
of the letter could well be used for purposes which would 
militate against the Government's interests. It could also 
complicate unnecessarily the Taoiseach's meeting with the 
British Prime Minister. The Sinn Fein letter does not 
renounce the IRA campaign or call for its cessation. Its 
statement that it does not advocate or endorse violence rwst 
be viewed in the context of Mr. Adam� prominent attendance at 
the funeral in Sligo recently of a Provisional IRA member who 
was shot dead by a part-time UDR member who had fired back 
when attacked by an IRA unit near Bellevk. 

j <f'February, 1992. 
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Mr I\Lber t kt:vno e1� i lJ 
1..e1nster House 
lJub.in I I 

A 1.,hara 

GERRY ADAMS MP
51/55 B6thar tll bhFAI 

n,aI Felrsle BT12 4PO 

May 1 congratulate you on your election as leader 01 t-1anna 
fail, ln your ,1rst press conterence as leader 01 fianna �all 
you clearly s1snalied your intention to seek a resolution to 
tt,o "cruelty and cont1nuine; con, Lict in the six counties". 
{OIJ also 1,a1d that you looked rorward to wor11ing with the 
B1·1tish I-rime Minister, John Major, and importantly stated "w 
must put no 11m1ts to what We: would do". 

1 was, how-,ver, disappointed th,:,.t you ruled out the 
iuvolvement 01 �1nn rein tn poll tical talks on the I utu, • 01 
tt,e nortt, 01 rr.,.lond. In the six cour,t1es, 1nn t-e1n 
,epr�sents the objectives, aspirations and 1nterests 01 a 

c.rge secct1on 01 the nationalist community Ille un1.:m1st 
•• iinJstrat1on at Stormont was, Justit1ab1y, criticised ,or 
-1.�en1ranchtsing nationaJ.ists. ::iurely sucn anti-democratic 
,e hods should be abandoned. falks, it they are to be 

su�essru1, must be as inclusive as possible 

�inn Fein is not 1nvolved 1n violence and does not advocate or 
endorse violence. we understand �hy there is a contllct and 
why ther""e 1s armed res.istance' by• the lkA to British rulo, 1n 
our country. However, �1nn Fein wants to see a total 
demil1ta,isat1on ot the sltuation and an end to armed con1l1ct 
01 all kinds; in our country. Thi,. can only be achieved lt the 
causes ot polt1ca1 violence are tackled and a political 
solution worked out in which peace can be oath achieved and 
sustained. 

The centreil and most urgent issue , ac1ng us a'lt is, theret ore, 
how to c,eata the conditions or Justice, equality and 
democr·acy through which a real and lasting peace can be 
a�1\ievod. r�,e only real and permanent answer to the issue 01 
political violence 1n lroland 1s to be round in the resolution 
ot the inJustic�s which create and sustaln 1t. 

f eople are looking to thei, pol 1 t1cal leaders to g, esp the 
politicel nettle and make re61 e11orts to accommodate the 
':11 t t e,· 111g poll. tic1>l post tions which exist 1n 01 dor to secure 
peace. 
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Sinn Fein ls convinced that partition and Britain's continued 
p1 esence are the core issues creating cont lict and division. 
fhey are the political barriers to peace and political 
progress. rt is impossible to successtully tackle the 
question ot relationships between the people 01 these isla11ds 
w1 thout tacl<ling these issues also. l'his requires dialogue. 

�inn Fein is prepared to tace up to that 
our r·espons1bil1tles in a posl.tive and 
believe that peace can be achieved. 
establishing a peace process. 

task and to discharge 
honourable way. we 

we are committed to 

lJ1alogue and a trank and tull exchange 01 views 1s essential 
it there 1s to be any hope ot constructive progress. 

A real opportunity does Exist to build a new 1uture ,or the 
people ot tl,is island but lt requires political courage, open 
mindedness and 1lexibility on all sides. 

!"his is the challenge teeing us all. For our part, �inn �eln 
welcomes any genuine attempt to in1t1ate a peace process. lhe 
c;auses 01 conrlict must be tackled and resolved and an end 
brought to the terrible tragedy which we have all had to 
endure ror too long. 

You have a unique opportunity as incoming raoiseaci-lto start 
the process ot resolving the contlict by persuading the 
British that the resolution to the contl1ct lies in the 
, ealisat1on ot national selt-determination tor 
people. fhis is �-ianna Fail party policy, it 
constitutional imperative, but more impo1·tantly, 
only real context tor peace in this country. 

ls m1se 

lzt:l<RY l\l.11\MS MP 

the lr isl1 
ls also a 
it is the 
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