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AN RUNA(OCHT ANGLA-EIREANNACtt 

BEAL FEIRSTE 

21 October, 1992 

Mr. Sean o hUiginn 
Assietant Secretary 
Anglo-Iriah Diviaion 
Dapartment of Foreign 
Dublin 2. 

Affaira 

Dear Assistant Secretary 

ANGLO-IRISH SECRETARIAT 

Taoi■each'a apeech at Bodenetown 

I have written separately about a diacuasion with my opposite 
nUJllber, Robert Alaton, laat evening about the Talks and other 
mattere. 

Alston also gave acme reasons why the Secretary of State found 
the 'l'aoiseach'a speech "encouraging" aa he said to reportera 
yesterday, Although the British continued to feel that we 
should substitute "would" for •could" and regretted that the 
Taoiseach had not taken the opportunity to do ao, they found 
the tone of the speech more oncoming to Unionists and a nUJllber 
of elements interesting, for example, 

References to the 1920/21 period went further than 
the "meagre" account we had given so far of our 
reason■ for raiain9 the Government of Ireland Act 
(?). We would not expect them to agree with us but 
they had noted the expoaition of our under•tanding 
of the thinking behind the Government of Ireland Act 
and the Treaty, ie, that they had been baaed on the 
concept of the essential unity of Ireland to be re­
establiehed a■ soon aa practicable and accepted by 
the British Government•• a desirable long-term aim; 
and that this balance was subeequently lost and 
forgotten. (I said I would be intere■ted to know 
where the Briti■h disagreed with this thinking, if 
they did disagree,) 

They saw the reference to the recognition of 
"existing constitutional realitie•• as an advance 
(toward■ explicit recognition of Northern Ireland's 
status within the UK) to be balanced, of course, by 
an acknowledgement of the value of a future that 
Nationalist& believed would be beat for all the 
people of Ireland, 

The view that the atreaaing by one community of ita 
links with Britain and by the other of link• between 
the two part■ of Ireland, were not necessarily 

©NAI/TAOIS/2021/94/44 

0 1 7 



, !=32 10 21 J6:4v 

1-
• 

. .. 

2 

incompatible objectives depending on the balance

between them and the forrn they took, (The British

took this to mean not necessarily incompatible with

intermediate East/West and North/South structures or

with a step by step approach .)

Lastly, the suggestion of simultaneous referenda

North and south was new, Intereatingly, Alston said

the British themselves have no objection to the 

proposal. Ba made clear that they were fully aware 

of Unionist anxieties that it might be seen ae an 

exercise in self-deter:,nination by the people of the

whole ieland and that, indeed, earlier in hi• speech

the Taoiseach , had said that the element of self­

determination of the Irish nation wae th• moat 

important and was •unassailable", It would need to

be mad• clear that the referenda would require a 

majority in each jurisdiction, Alston asked if we

thought the phrasing of the referendwn would need to

be the saJlle in each jurisdiction or if we could 

accept a difference? Some difference might b• 

necessary, in any case, for technical reasons, 

(Thi• is worth thinking about,)

Your• sincerely

���� 
Oeolan O'Donovan 

Joint Sec:rete.ry
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