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I had a ■erie• of converaations with the British. side today.
Th• operational. point• hav• already been conveyed. to you .. 

O...lopaent■ today 

I underetancl. that Sir Hinian met • number o� the partie• 
yesterday and had a succeaeion of Meting•witb. alL of the 
putie• thia morning. Th• Britieh war• repreeented by 
official•• Sir Ninia11 enquired- abortly after nooQ about the 
availability of our Mini■t•r• thi• afternoon. ancl for the rest.
of this week .. The Briti■b aide Nd• a sJ.aU.:. enquiry. Wa 
were pa••ed other enquiri•• from the SDLP and the Alllanc:• 
Party ( the- latter- thought they haci ao arrang-nt for a 
bilateral. with u• tomorrow) • We replied that our Kiniater•
were 11nlikaly to b• present thi• afternoo� ancl ,,. would 
reepoad further as soon •• we kn■- ot- firm arranguienta. 

The latelC. information that our teaa would arrive eulr on
ThursdaY' aorninf6 drav an angry rHpona• frow the Brit ■h. 
The:, ••i� Sir Patrick Mayhew had mad• our Nfnister• aware at
lunch laat.. 'Prida]P" that Thur■day wae. th• on• day he could. n0 
be preaent:::: thia week. Be had a very illlportant. Cabinotfln the
morninc,, OD> th• Maa■tricht bill which ••• threatening the life
of- th• Government: ancl he waa fir■t for PQ• in th• C01111110n• in 
the afternoon-.. The delay on our •id• wa• •highly 
unsatisfactory• and made them wonder again about. th• 
1eriousnes• of our commitment to the Talk•(• reference bAck
to previoue comment• - •ee report of 21 Ocltober). We aeemed
to have take� no cognisance of Sir Patrick•• difficultie• on 
Thur■day and. ther• would scAri:ely be tima in thH• 
oircumatances for the two Governmant• to confer-adequately and 
■peak to Sir Ninian before he reportecl om Priday. 

I rejected the idea of lack of commitment to the Talk•,
pointing out that there were ••rioue politica1 ia■ue• 
requiring attention in Dublin aleo and that there••• a need
for careful consideration of the ieeue• involved in the 
con■titutional queetion. I suggested that Mini■ters could 
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meet on Priday morning or any time on Thureday, say, aa soon
a• Sir Patrick returned from London. We wauld he 111alting 
arrangement• for other meeting• with the putiea and with sir
Ninian in the meantime. 

Tha Briti•h- came back later with a •••a;• fro■ the Secretary
of State confirming the concern felt on their aide and a■king
in the- circum•tane•• if official channel• could ba u■■d and, 
epecifically, if they could have eight tomorrow of the. 

"-\ r�n•• we were propaaing to make on the eon■titutional 1.1. �(' • i■■u•- X ■aid I would, of cour■•, report th• Secretary of ......, 
State'• concern and hi• proposal but I felt that given tb• � lo,.
difficultiee that prevented our Minister• attending tomorrow·-�--� 
and the delieaay-of the reepon■e on th■ con■titutional i■■ue, \� 
the Britiab ■id• ■hould not expect a favourable an-er. �� � 

��I'll 
� 
i\1 

Briti■II vi..,. of last --•Ji: 

In the Briti•h vi•w, la■t week'• ••••ion endacl in a much 
�healthier etate than it began. They ■eeth• moat important 

thing now- •• our production of a fora of. word• on the 
conatitutional iaaue. They are concerned to di1cuaa our
raapon•• witb ua •• eoon •• po■aibl•.. 'l'hey are al■o 
intereeted to talk to our Kiniatera about a paper they 
underetand we  promiead to give Sir Hinian on the executive 
role of North/South inetitution• (?l. Laatly, they understand
the two Government• are to advi•• S r  Hiaian on how to craft 
wording on the queetion ot confidence ia the eecurity fore••• 

I reportcorally-la■t Priday on the 8ritieb aid•'• account of
the lunc:b. aeetin17 with our Minister•· In reepon•• to our 
Miniaterr coaaeat•ahout the contraet between the WP 
willingn•••to- envi•age a aignificant executive function in
North/South inetitut:iona and the Briti■h refu■al to 
contemplat .. such a- role from the outaet:, I wa• told Sir 
Patrick had argued that: it would have been unwi•• for the 
Briti■h aid• to lead on the ia•ue, that it wa• a matter that
the Unionist• had to deal with theuelvea but that he had 
claimed eome credit for the UUP'• advancel 

Be had aeked for an exact for111ula on the con■titutional iesue
and he had been told we would re•pond thia weak. Be had 
expreeeed the hope_ that our pitch would not be too high but 
had not offered any-thought■ of hie own. 

It had been agreed that the Irieh ■id• would get th• SDLP 
on■ide on ■ecurity. (Alaton ■aid today that Mayhew had taken
a clear ■ignal frOlft our aide that there waa no Iri■h int•reat
in working Seamua Mallon'• ideaa on aecurity into a package.)

Al■ton ■aid the aecurity ieaue came up at Mayhew'■ meeting 
with Hume on Friday afternoon. HWlle a■■ertad it■ importance
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but a bit defen■ively in the Briti■h view. Notwith■tanding 
th• agreement that the SDLP'■ view■ on thia matter would be 
left to the Iriah aide, Mayh- took them up and made ■ome 
headway, he thought, in convincing Hume that Seamu■ Mallon'• 
idea■ were not realistic. 

1roP Conference 

Since the DUP jibbed at going to Dublin, the Briti■h have 
placed their hop•• more and more on th• UUP which ha• taken 
over the DUP/Robin■on role •• a motor 0£ the Talk• - indeed 
the Briti■h have begun to ■peak of doing without the DUP 
altogether. La■t week they wer• worried about anythin9 that 
might cau•• upaet at the tJ'OP conference. Poat conference, 
they are pleaeed. Briti■h ob■erver■ thought the party ■hawed 
conaiderable ■elf confidence. They detected a mood among 
delegate• that th• UUP had co- quite a way, taken the 
initiative, developed ideaa, gone to Dublin anct. •faced down• 
the Iriah Government on tha conatitutional is■u• and, in all 
re■pecta, demon■trated a more poeitive approach than the OUP. 
The ■elf-promotion and implicit critioi■• o� the DUP drew a 
fierce re■ponsa from the DUP and volley• o� in■ulta were 
traded by the two partiee' ■pcke■-n at the weekend. 'l'here i• 
now & widening gap between the two partie• but it may not be 
wi•• to make too 11\UCb of the weekend'• exchang• of fire. :rt 
i■ not unuaual at party conference time and tha two leader■ 
did not get involved. 

You will have ■een that Molyneaua told hi• party that 

It will certainly not be the (utJP'•) fault if all the 
objective• are not attained before the cut- off date set 
by the two Government■• Such ha• been the Unionist 
achievement that Ulater ia not going to •lid• baok to 
aquare one if we are deprived of total eucoe•• • • •  thie
time we shall not ■tall or falter juat becau•• another 
initiativa ha• been only partially euoce■■ful. 

Th• Britiab say that Molyneaux hae aliqned himaelf with 
Paisley on the i■■ue of the Conference cutting off the Talka 
but h• ia not nece■■arily aligned on the cut-off date, They 
■till hope that, if nece■aary, the Talk■ can continua for a
couple of day• beyond 9 November. In my letter of 21 October,
I said the Briti■h ■ide were thinking of reporting to
Parliament on 12 November. Thi• ha• now been adju■ted toll 
Novelllber because the annual autumn ■tat-nt on the economy
ha• been fixed for that date, precluding other ■tatemente.

Alston ■aid the Britiah are persuaded that the UUP 
negotiator■, with Molyneaux'• eupport, are determined to make 
progre■• in the current pha■e of the Talk■, although Molyneaux 1 
him■elf i■ characteriatically lowering public expectations, V 16 
and they can enviaage the Talk■ continuing after 16 November 
but they will need aome mechaniam to di■tinguish the old from 
the new. There were option, that could be considered, At one 
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and of the epectrum, the two Government• might aay that the 
next Conference would be the laat in the current tol"lllat ainoo 
1985 and that, in future, for example, meeting• between the 
Gov!rnl!1enta could follow the format of Strand Three by 
aclmittin9 the partiee ae obaarvare from. time to time and 
conducting & regular li&ieon arrllllgament with them. 
(Coa1ant1 Unl••• the Talk• ware very far advanced and we were 
fully confident of a aucce■■ful outcome to them, any auch 
acenario would be dangeroua to the credibility of the 
Agreement and would be a mean• for the realisation of a 
limited ■attl811lent by incremental atepa.� At the other and 
of the apac:trum, the Conference would continua a• before but 
with an attempt to negotiate e further-gap for Talk• purpoaea. 
Aa the mention of a apaotrum auggaata, th• Britiah are likely 
to argue tha� the low and will not work and that aomething 
more will be required to aatiafy the Unioniata. 

Tb• and g ... 

Alaton ••id the Britieh were thinking of th• and game and thi• 
too wa• a matt•r they wanted to broach with us. Not ao long 
a90, they were telling ua pioualy that Strand '1"Wo had an 
independent chairman, that the Government• were only two of 
the participant• and that they oould not run the proce••• Net 
now. They are diatinotly nervoua that sir Niftian -Y 
miahandle hi• brief and they have become- 'keea on -•ting• 
between the Governmanta •• the beat way ot influencing him and 
the other participanta. Their immediate worry i• that he will 
attempt to give a ■ub■tantive progre•• report on Friday which 
may only aerv• to collapae the Talk• preaaturely. Bence, part 
of the reaaon for the reaction whioh greeted-the n-■ we gave 
today. Aa to- the future, u■waing the Talk• can be guided 
into ••f• water• before 16 November, Al■ton ■aid the two 
Government• woulci need to •••e•• whether it would b• 

- productive to continue to uae Sir Ninian in hb wider role a■
diatinct from hia role in Strand Two. Aa one alternative, he
■ugge■ted. that"Jaeetinga might be held between the two
Governments 111 tha Strand Three format (without necenarily
calling·it Strand Three) and involving attendance by the
partie• a•ob■e.rvera from time to time and/or diacu■aion with
the puti•• ill a liabon group.

Your• aincerely 

Declan O'Donovan-·. 
Joint Secretary 
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