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a1s understandaoIe mat tne norrors of tne past two decades have required concentrated
. '!fter.t1on • and rightly so. To have ignored the secur ty and political dangers of that period 

could have allowed the denial of our history. resulted Jn our political destruction and denied 
us any future whatsoever. 

It Is to the eternal credit of the Ulster Unionist Counc that the Ulster front has not cracked. 
The line has been held. The assau!ts have been bea en off. The advance can now begin. 

There is a certain parallel with tne early y�ars of th! Second World War. At that time our 
British Nation and Empire stood alot;1e on the solid rock of its history and traditional 
freedoms. Refusal to contemplate defeat sometimds defied logic • at least the logic of 
Hitler and Ambassador Joe Kennedy. F>erhaps our tAelings can be best summarized in the 
Churchill phrase of that time "Very well then • alone'

l 
It was difficult to produce convincing proof that ultim te survival was certain. But then great 
events seldom have their origins in co

. 

Id facts. Th

i

ill of a people to survive can not be 
comoutorised. 

In 1941 the whole scene changed. Germany dragge Russia into the war and Japan forced 
America to fight. By Christmas of that year our end ranee was rewarded and we entered 
1942 not in isolation • but alone no more. At that t4rning point survival was no longer in ��-

! There is an uncanny resemblance as we meet to liberate today. Ulster too has known 
the pain and the dangers of isolation. known the orale sapping ambiguity of so-called 
friends and the pressure of those who made linle effbrt to conceal their hostility. 

Now the experimenial stage is over because the col of ambiguity has become too nigh. A
major rethink is inevitable. Blustering threats of the Brits leaving is not now an option. An 
Ulster deserted and left independent within sight of _he Scottish mainland would ignite the 
charge which could shaner the fabric of the Kingdon . 

�::, 

f" 
.!_ ! 

The Government elected on 9 April will not be able o ignore the craving for decentralised 
powers to all the component parts of the Kingdom. �or dare it run the risk of giving to one 
and withholding from another. For example, a Lab �ur Government could not advocate a 
Kingdom without Ulster but in the next breath tell th$ Scots they must not leave. 

A Conservative Government could not proclaim thl. certain forms of Scottish devolution 
would spell the end of the Union witnout revealinalthat its own insistence on a contrived 
Stormont was in reality a conspiracy to get rid of ui'ier. 

In the new Parliament the great debate will be abLt the constitutional framework of the 
United Kingdom. It can not be suppressed nor excti ded from the agenda. --
1I1e t:nglish regions will have their say. Scotland. Northern Ireland and Wales all have 
ieperatist minorities with numerical strengths in t11 at order. All three seperatist minorities 
are entitled to recognition and the common structt ·e of decentralisation must respect the 
seperation wish to opt out. But they can not claim tie right to take the greater number with 
them. i 
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My term "greater number· is more accurate than te word ma1ority.•·· 
l 

In Scotland the "greater number" consists of eoole of all faiths and most politicalgroupings who are realistic enough to recognise t at lhe Union has served them well.
The same is true of Norihern Ireland where a hig) percentage of all religions are not of amind to tum their backs on the Union, and in an l ncer1ain world. take a reckless leap intothe unknown. 

The Ulster Unionist Council and the Party it leads will continue to extend its broad churchappeal. You are currently studying outline propos ts for structural changes to take us intott1e���nrury. 

I 
'\ II we are true to lhe Union we must accord to all ho support the Union the right to have'--t eir voices heard and heeded . 

...-,:::;;+ .... ,+,·,.....,..._ \ In he aftermath of the General Election our arliamentary Party, with its numbersI incrkased and its mandate renewed, will be up fro
l 

in the national debate and will be well
I 

equipped to place Unionist experience at the dis sal of the other Parliamentary PartiesI which have little or no practical knowledge of devol tion.
The work already done in the Brooke Talks and th

j
detailed blueprints drafted by our Party\ will be of grnat benefit to att, and the comioutng stg, :atks Will slot oeauy into the malodebate within the Kingdom. 

L ::-
1 
"'n the new Parliament Ulster Unionism will enter int 1ts inheritance.-,,::; ..,_ 

� This �e last General� in which U tonist candidates w;i: be-stanc:ng. onl1·in Northern Ireland. Indeed that may be a necessi � given the conspiracy of silence overthe Maastricht Treaty issue which Conservative, Labour and Liberal Parties laek thecourage to put to the electorate. 

It is true that persons and parties have greatness hrust upon them. Such has been thefate of the Ulster Unionist Party for the se�ond time n this century.

,·. 

We can not - and will not shirk our responsibility to the Union and the sovereignty ofParliament. 

We shall give of our best for the common good c the Kingdom and all its consitittlentparts. 

We shall meet the challenges of the present and It l� future with a confidence of knowingtna1 after two decades of neglect and betrayal we are now alone no more.
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