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RE Press Statement - Jim Gibney. 
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PRESS RELEASE

• Jr1 �-, t.pccc:h ref•rreO to Slnh F,t,,,, • nc.•V 

doc.,....,r,t. 'toward•• a L u>J\ lttS., 1'11•tO', Th� hi 9hl tvhlt• nf 

\ t, I" dueu.,,.r,l •r• i,n nct.1111wl rdge."'c-"\. t,y rnpubl I cen., 

I>� I h11 r.ol'llrol e11\o I <I hv l'l oy"4 IJ'f \he 1)-.l'ol 1.-

90,1ornn-on\ .,.,.i 11..- pot ,:r,l I al rol • t.u �.,· 1•' 11y,•d l>V I h" 

CC ,.,,,, iho UH to ••"''•' lhl' ..Sl�O"ll"'J•ft,cn\ of 9rlt"ln

trou, \r.-\,v,J, 111t,u,,.td on._• dl ff l4:�1l\ lP� 411,.-1�•· 
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• Bodei,stown oration by Jim Gibney 

It i$ ovr Job to d&velop th� struggle for fre•dom 

I've bee� comil'lg to 9odenstown annually for tht last four years 
and as intermlturntly as her majesty's administration has 
permitted me in the years prior to that. 
On my yearly calendar of republican evel'l!S I fil'ld it ono of the 
most ple�$vrabte occasions. I enjoy the lei,urely walk, &erenlty 
of the country-side and the sunny atmosphere which I always 
associato Bodenst6wn with but most of all I enjoy meeting people 
f haven't seen f1om one year's end lo the next. 
I get U1e Impression from those who come along that they feel as 
I do a-id so make the annual pilgrimage to this site not only to 
drink at the font of republicanism but also to renew old 
fri1:1ndsl tips formed in the court or lhe struggle, on the streets, in 
prison, or perhaps in tho heat of a youthful battle. 
There aro few republican occasions which Instil a sense of 
ren&clion. a sense of questioning, not only In terms of ''what 
stage are we at"? in the struggle for independMce but also "what 
are we about"? ... and aodenstowl'I Sunday 1$ ont of these: It ia so 
because we stand before Wolfe ToM: a flgure who challenged the 
conservative and established order of his day by embracing new 
&!'Id revolutionary ideaa; ideas which centred around the 
.international notions of llberatlng the oppr&$Sed In Ireland's case, 

·, 1 Cathollc peasants, Fresbyterians, tenant farmers and women. Hii
actions a11d Mis writt�11 le0acy forca us to examine our actions
��� 9pr beliefs. .,,, • . . 

t
ll0

f!l

0

4( 
years ago at ll. ioWral. S,nn Fein education seminar In

e,.ift.l picked up e. W.��g' 'r,h/"l!�e. from a member of the 
r9.!{�ta.nt ctimmunif �Q�-.'.�r. rbra.11�1. took the step of 
iii/r�sing us. He �Jf.t.,{�.��� �!!(��� �il�in the Protestant111.!!Tl.¥"ilt towards � ·p�1 �f ��(�ftevr tp

. 
paals to them can't

:fi6rd above the-��,4�Ji,il�'iff���r�(',. ·.:_. . :; , �t'dt course i& �p�(r 5ti/(�lf :�� r.9f Ai'i!� for the 
�r p

�
ant commun,�t ��-for {!i'e •./l!iftrtt.V��of:'C. across this

gM, • e neiQhbouri�. @,«J1,it'�t.ci/iJ,�( rlf.�e!ri,.a ��)!I� are
}fff �d beneath l' � i(a�/(�. ui &!t;sii'<11� • i,r1�)vheq. they
�eiEn� they wer� 1/i)J� ·ee/c�� {�ii�n! !\. :-_iju;,,1 think the :i� can havo a :-� .ries�

M
-·�. t�a·. •'. � it was used. 

"({IHt could, at 1 m�t PJ,_,.jf.JP .. ,;(!1 rfffi,: . �.. .. 1 now, for this
g naration of republicaili,' a··qu .-'Of�·- iy-o· "nbroken 
resi$tance to the British occupation of the Six Counties. It Is a 
truly remarkable achievement compared to our own country's 
previous attempts to oain independence or lndeod compared to 
many other counties who fought for freedom this century. 
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During tl oat time, tor u11der�tanclabl& reo.s_.,�,. we 1\11,� f.:,1,1,,,J

ourselves butltd d"op lnside our bul'llc.ers, occasionally ptirlng out

over the edge to observe the vista. Simultaneously we fortified 

ourselves behind a sot of republican beliefs lit$\ lramed by the

man we honour here today. Tnese b<:licfs have su1ta!ned us In our

c-onvictionc :ind c:lrrlod uc through iho d::1rlr. d:iyc of tho cvugg!o. 

For \tle Rcpublic�n the�e have been difficult years. Wo h&\/t spent

them In a penurious Slate ,1nd have visited such hardship on our 

femilie�; we have spell\ long term$ behind bar,; we heve 

shouldeied the bodies of many comrados to thelr re$ting place; we

have spMt hours on end at meetings and trampod \he eountry-slde 

to hold In pla.ce the sinews of &truggle, we are. eonetanUy 

surrounded wlth the human consequencos of a bloody arid 

protracted conflict. 
Republicans' \Ives are governed not by Iha tantrums of tht

aoasons. not by the dally chore of a nlne to five Job, not even In

many cattc by tht rhythm ol IJ.mlly life and tho roeponoibllitioe

brought on by that. Blood flows In their veins $Urety, but t)letr 

hwart beats to the sound of a distant orum calllng them to an 

ancient ano noble cauie. Republiea.ns· lives are In ho� to an Ide�,.

to a belior, to a dream, whlch has elvdod many, many previous 

generation of lrlsn peopl0. 

Against such an Intense, self-et!•clng background it ie Important

on this Sodenstown Sunday that we ask ourselves, out \cud, does 

th!i rea.tity mean that republicans ht.\/O been deafened by the 

"deadly &0und of their. own ounfirt"'? Does this reality mean that

republican• are trapped lnsldt a complex web ot strugole from 

which they cani or don't emerge; hostages to an lmm&diate past 

because ol au the pain, 111ff0ring and commitment: lo past views

expressod, trenct,anUy, which in time 10Hdified into 1,1nyle!ding 

prlnciples? 
Ooes thi$ reality mean that republicans are Incapable of

,eoognising that there ls a different world to the one that txltted 

in the mi<l·6Os 01 that they tgnore tilt more reeor\t chanoos 

sweeping across the globe? • 

The at1swers to such questions cannot be found ln the

monosyllab� response "No'', 

The ant.wor, i,.re to be found 'in the evolutionary changes \hat have 

taMn place In republic•n thinking o�e, the \ast ten )'8at-• These 

cover man)' i$sues, the most pressing ont being the nttd for pea�

in our co11ntry. We know and accept Iha\ the Britith governmei'lr1 

departure must be preceded' by a sustaln,d period ol peace e.nd 

will a.t!Ge out of negotiations. We MOW 1nd accept that such 

negotiation, wltt iovol�et the different 1hades of lrlsh 

nationall•m. and Irish unionism engaging the British govetnment

©NAI/DFA/2021/47 /161 
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either together or separatt1ly to secure an afl-omoracing and 
durabre peace process. We know and accept that this is ·not 1921 and that at this stage 
we don'! represenl a government In Waiting. We're not standing In 
the airport lounge waiting to be flown to Chequers or Lancaster 
House; we have no illlJsions of grarigeur. Idealists we are fools we
are not. 
We have /eilfned to develop our thinking over !ho years of 
struggle; we havo moved on from simplistic tlogans It> th& 
position where we now have a realistic programme for peace in 
our time. 
It Is Outlined in the document 'Towards a lasting Peace'. This Is a
S6'rious, considered document; the product of a year's Work by 
several meml.iers of the party's leadership. It is a thought­
provoking document. a practical guide to a new Ireland. We tre 
presently mailing this document to persons of Influence in evtry 
sector of Irish, British &net lnternsti1;maf opinion. This document signifies yet another stage in the maturing process
of republicans thinking. Its contents give a life to those who 
wov/d claim that republicans are inflexible or dogmatic. To thost
Who affege $uoh things we say read the document carefully. 
We accept at this Point in time the British government are not 
raa.dy to seriously consider its proposals. Thty foolfchfy btlivo 
they cc1n rearrange the furniture in the room alightly and that this
can then be represented as a solution t o  the conflict. That's what
the talks at Stormont and London are about. Tht Participants have
deluded themselves i11to believing that they can disC1Jss the 
political futvre of this island without republicans. But even 
before they cet out i�ty are sowing the seeds of failure because
the underlying motivation ii not to grasp the r e&/ities of the 
situation ·rather it is designed to contain and hold in cheek the 
/egitlrnate demand for an indepaodent Ireland. The British under 
pressure are trying to buy time and unfortunately they are bolng 
aided in this by the Dublin government an tht SOLP. But this 
doesn't surprise us no, will it deter us from continuing until tht
British government yletds to the Irish people our right to govern 
ourselves In our own country, We would remind the participants in thesa talks that the last 20
years are littered with railed political initiative$ because their
origins fie rn the vaults or Whitehall.. British proposllls which
perpetuate partition, no matte/ how novel or seemingly Innovative, are not the premise upon which a solution to this 
centvriss-ofd colonial contlir;t can be based. British lnvolvoment
In Ireland has beer. �Saitrovs for che Irish people. It was so In 

·II\ Tone's day, it was so  prior to' that and it has continuea to be so.

©NAI/DFA/2021/47 /161 
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Ireland today resembles Ireland in the 1790's; hundreds of
poli\ieal prisoners languish in gaols. British soldiers shoot people
on tt,e streets of a small No(thern Irish town, Coallsland when 
they dared protest at being harassed; Loyalist mvrder gangs prowl
the &treets at night unhln'derod, killing and ·wounding n.,tionalist; 
Tom King, th British Minister for Deltnce, Involved himself In the
murderous ectivity of a British agent, Brial'I Nelson. He wrote a 
rftf1:1r1;mce to the OPP in the north seeking leniency for Nilson. In
any olher countr, ln the world the re11elat1on behind the Nelson 
case would have at least led to the resignations of those Involved.

Bvt because Nelson w�s targetting republiCat\9 and nationa!l&t he 

ls rewarded. 
And what of the··Ovblin government and the SDLP'I How do  they
respond to such stale controlled terror? They issue meaningless

statements. And why? Becav!Se the British governm&nt have co-

• 1 opted them into their offensive against those in this country who
' 1.truggle for freedom. "\"he Dublin go�ernment and the $OLP. have 

sur11:1ndered their ability to challenge Brltlih rule. 

f 
The formula for peace in Ireland Is to be found through Britlih
disengagement. That has been a eo,ner-stone belief of republicans

for close on two hvndred years.
We contio'\1,1e to reassert it today confident that it represents the
overwhelming aspiration of the Irish people. This wall graphically

confifmed a few weeks ago in this s�te wh•n a svrvey found that

7S¾ of people favoured an end to partition. 
At the same time an economic feport which was commissioned by

the Dublin government and had the public backing of Albert 
Reynolds when it was la.vnched called tor tht setting up of a

'single economic system on the Island', in other words a united

keland economy. If this is what tne Dublin government really 

desire then why do they assist the British government In erecting

political obstacles to 5uch a development'/ You cannot have a 

single economy on an island which is partitioned. 

But until such timei a those In power come round, for whatever

•reason, to this reality, then it is 01.1r Job to develop the ttruggle

for freedom. The pac.e and manner in which we do so will have a.n

effect on those who are at prosent reluctant to umbrae• tht 

republican analysis. 
Much work needs to be done not Just to advance the case"of lrl$h

freedom bvt also \O halt the offensive by those con&ervative 

• elements in Irish society who te(rorlsed. the electorate of this

state into voting 'Yee· for the Maastricht treaty on the grounds 

that they faced even more poverty than they are presently 

·. experiencing If they voted 'No'; who are using the sal'l'le type of

'1 economic blackmail to force tra�e unionists to accept lower wage

lncre.ises, who defend levels of emigration and untmpl�yment in 

i 
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this' state on the groul'\dS th�t thare isn't enough wealth to put

people to woc'i<.; who attempt to c<imlnalise women forced to have

an abortion: who den)' women the right to inforrna.tion and travel; 

wh
f 

delended the $tate"S conllnernant ol a teenage girl wtio WM 

se ally vlolatQd: wl'IO would d"rive women bacl< Into the role of 

se icing society instead of be,ng treat�d as equal citizens with

men; who would corral us into lhinldng Vie $hould behave as If we

have no tinguaga of our own or a delineable culture. 

Where evar people are strugglinQ to advance the quality of their 

!Ives there you will find C8publicans, either with & small or 

'capital 'f. That"s how It has been since the time of Tone and the

United Irishmen because they drew a line across the con$cience of

this nation. on one' side stood those with progressive v\ews •nd on

the ,other stood \!'lose with conservative v\ews. In its e.lmost tow 

hundred year history the republican struggle ha& drawn people to 

it whose views w;re republican, nationalis\, democratic, 

femini$t and socialist. ihat's our history. that's why we are hert

today and that's why we have the capacity to endure the pressures 

ot the 1tnigole tor a new Ireland. 

• 
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