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® AN GARDA SIOCHANA

Any reply to this communication should be OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA,
addressed to:
BAILE ATHA CLIATH,
Commissiencr,
Garda Siochina,
Phocnix Park,
Dublin 8.

and the following number quoted:

The Secretary,
Department of Justice.

RE : Press Statement - Jim Gibney,

Ptease find attached copy of Press Release by Jim Gibney,
PSF at Bodenstown as promised.
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R fiinn Fotn Ara Chemhalrlv momber Jim Glhney reoponding

to tha varfuly uf cymmentr made on ble (peoeh ot
Buddeiinliiwir Wit Buisday Jvee Binda .

“That coma c«unswvhitelalt =ea my opooch aw w shifi
in Republlican (bhinking In evidences uf hew (mportent «
et concaruhlp playe In denylog people lnfarmation
on Lhinking within Minn Féln,

“In thin rogerd the commente of Irevbylyrian
Hinlrtar Lr Ruy Magee Bre perticuliorty porlinenl and
P witlt ®we suniiing him o cupy of 'Towards a Lanting

PLatl me roaysure Dr Magea, amuny othors, ihat my
commentw aboul Britiuh withdrawel do not refer to the
Praotczlunt eectlion uf our conmminlty.

“The thrust of my nddrocs wae Lo arguve far a Acw
Anglo-trich agraement bLatwnen Lhe Londen and Duslin
govarmment & which accople the 1rinh povple’sn rFighl o
dectae thotir owr fulvre and far meaningfut
nogut latlons, aimed at oslubtiwhing condltlone for a
lasting and sotf'-suslalning pesen.

"f{t hoe beun wtated mnny times and should ho a
mollur o©f pubtic knowirdge thel ohould {he Britivh
govaramont © anuuvvate  tlx  leng terin intention lo to
withdruw From freland thon LAUA could (roveks a
peslitve responve frum the IRA and \he eondlittono fYor
peace ¢ovid de apenvdlily agroea.

e
Sinn Féin Press Centre
51/55 Falls Road, Beifast
PHONE: 230261 FAX:231723
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“In

decumont

my Gpeceh 1 reforred te
P fowards 8 Luuting feaco'.
ihilu doeunent ere

Blnn Fiin's nev
The hightlghte of

an achntuwi cdgement by ropublicany

of tha comtrot fOlw to ULe pteyed vy “he PDubiin
goqornmunt and the pot ¢nttat role Lo ®e: playcd vy \(he
ce ong the \UN to seull the dizenpagencnt of Britnln
frow leetnnd, whoetd 8ny difflcutiles arieo.

eT,a key Par te ofF thts dogunvnt  &rot A British
gawn-.mm'.g Which' mokets the coding of purtilien (8o
petivy nhluctiver o Dutl in uuvcrnmen( which hos the
cane porittons ¢o operntian pul.wean She 8ritten and
Dubitln gov.rnowm.u tu Lring ebaut Lhetr Fulpt puarpoza
in the ehorlcct poccible Liaw sontlatlvatl with
obtalning maximum conseiit Lo the peocote ana
mingmictng cunty ol evgry (klndi demaCrecy @na
practieatity desands Lhat thin e done in
consuitatlion any co-oparation with Ahe
chrviatﬂ--‘ {ect ol nor Lhere nattonal tats an
untoniclse. in affect 7] pronee of noationel

rucon.,lllnllor\,

“The cnafllet hes flone Of tong enough. It le OOw
time Lo ®0gTI¢ In tatke o find e poacoful waYy
{towards & New Yretahd,
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Bodenstown oration by Jim Gibney

/
It is our Job to develop the siruggle for freedom )

I've been coming to Bodenstown annually for the last four years
and as Intermittently as her majesty's administration has
permitted me in the years prior to that.
On my yearly calendar of repubtican events | find it 0n0 of the
most pleasurable occasions. 1 enjoy the leisurely walk, serenity
of the country-side and the sunny atmosphere which | always
associata Bodenstown with but most of all | enjoy meeting people
[ haven't seen fjom one year's end 1o the next.
| get the impression from those who come along that they feel as
I do a1d so make the annval pilgrimage to this sile not only to
drink at the font of republicanism but also to renew old
fiiendships formed in the courl of the struggle. on the streels, in
prison, or perhaps ia the heat ol a youthful battle,
There are few republican occasions which Instil a sense of
reflection. a sense of questivning, not only in terms of "what
stage are we at'? in the sirugg's for independence but also "what
are we about"?... and Bodenstown Sunday Is one of these. It is so
because we stand before Wolfe Tone: 3 figure who challenged the
conservative and established order of his day by embracing new
and revolvtionary ideas; ideas which centred around the
international notions of ilberating the oppressed in Ireland's case,
Catholic peasants, Presbyterians, tenant larmers and women, Hig
actions and his writien legacy forca us 10 examine our actions
and fr bellefs. .

RAmq yoars ago at . mmrnal SinA Féin education samlnar in

erq ! picked up a{yfmg hrase from a member of the

gl’g stant communi _ 9 "very blavely, took the step of

d(,

sing us. He '{{(e;{ 4bov [ E{ es within the Protestant
nity (oweards (] god M 54 gb oyl nppaals to them can't
f(}xrd above the; 'deaql iadnd gunﬁm”
at dt course is p(bboluty shlf [T Fasa sl anly for the
ant commumg 6k for 'fhe mdpn' o pcop(e across thls
e neighbouring. pgd‘bcc i5¢ 1 ﬂey; are
: ‘6(14{(;{ mcen qdég dodjvhens they
' 2 iagalfan.” Bykyl think the
r? inded fhed it was used.
A now, for this

0 i’ & unbroken
resistance to the Brmsh occupahon of the Six Countles. it Is a

truly remarkable achievement compared to our own country's
previous attempts to gain independence or indeed compared {0
many other counties who fought for freedom this century.
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During that time, for understancahla reasend, we have fovnd
ourscives buried decp Inside our bunkers, occasionally peering out
over the edge to observe the vista. Simultanaously we fotified
sursclves behind a set of republican betiefs first framed by the
man weé honour here today. These beliets have sustalned us in our
cofivictione and carrlod uc through tho dark. ¢ayc of tho ctrugglo.
For the Republican these have been diflicult years. We have spent
them In a penurlous staie and have visited such hardship on our
families; we have spent long terms behind bars; we have
shouidered the bodies of many comrades to thelt resting place; we
have spent hours on end at meatings and trampod the country-side
1o hold In place the sinews of struggle, we are_constantiy
surroundad with the human consequences of & bloody and
protracted conflict.

Republicans' lives are governed net by the tantrums of the
goasons, not by the dally chore of a nine to five job, not aven In
mazny caces by the chythm of family life and tho rocponoibititioe
brought on by that. Blood flows in thelr velns surely, but their
heart beats to the sound of 3 gistant drum calling them 1o an
ancient and noble cause. Republicans’ lives are In hook to an deal,
1o a baliof, to a dream, which has éluded many, Many previous
generation of lrisn people.

Against such an lntense, sel-offacing background it is Important
on this Bodenstown Sunday that we ask ourselves, out loud, coes
this reality mean that republicans have been deafened by the
*deadly sound of thelr own Quntire”? Does this reality mean that
republicans aré trapped inside complex web of strugp'e from
which they canl or don't emerge, hostages to aa immediate past
pecause of all the pain, gutfaring and commitment; to pest views
expressod, trenchiantly, which in time sofidified into ynyielging
principles?

Does this reality mean that republicans &se Incapable of
recognising that there is a ditterent world to the one that oxlsted
in the mid-60s or that they Ignore the more recent changes
sweeping across the globe? C

The answers to such quéstions cannot be tound In the

moncsyllabic responsé “No",

The anéwo’s aré to be found'in the evolutionary changes that have
1aken placa In republican thinking over the last ten year.§ Theso
cover many issues, the most pressing 01 being the need for peace
in our covniry. We kaow and accept that the British government's
departure must be preceded by a sustalined period of peace and

will azise cut of negotigtions. We know and accepl thet such
negotiations will involve the differant shades of Irish
nationalism, and Irish unlonism engaging the British government
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ouse; we
are not,
We have learned 1o develop our thinking over the years of
' W€ have moved on from simptistic 8/0gans to the
have a realistic programme for Peace in

before they set out ;
the underlyj i
situation rather it is designed to co
legitimate demang for an independent lreland. The
Préssurg are trying to buy time ang unfor
aided in this by the Dubiin government an the SOLP,
ise us nor will it deter ys from continuing yntjj the

the lrish pespie our right to gover
own OOUﬂU’)’.
d the participans in these talks that Gne last 20
¥ar3 are [ittered with failed political initiatives because thejr
orlgins lio In the vaults of Whitehall, British Ptoposals which
Perpetuate Rartition, po matter how nove; or Seemingly
Infiovative, arg not the premise Upon which a sofution 0 this
Cenlurigs-oig Colonial conflicy can be baseg, British involvement
in Ireland has been gisasirous for the Irish People. It was sg In

* Tone's day, it was SO prior 10" that ang it has continued to be so.
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lreland today resembies ireland in the 1790's; hundreds of
political prisoners languish in gaols. British soldiers shoot people
on the sireets of a small Northern Irish town, Coallsland when
they dared protest at being harassed; Loyalist murder gangs prowl
the streets at night unhinderod, killing and -wounding nationalist;
Tom King, th British Minister for Defence, involved himself In the
murderous ectivity of a British agent, Brian Nelson. He wrote a
reference to the DPP in the north seeking leniency for Nelson. In
any other country In the world the revelation behind the Nelson
case would have at least led to the resignations of those Involved.
But because Nelson was targetling republicans and nationallst he
s rewarded.

And what of the*Dublin government and the SDLP? How do they
respond to such stale controlled terror? They issve meaningless
statemonts. And why? Because the British government have co-
"opted them into their offensive against those in this country who
struggle for freedom. Tne Dublin goverament and the SOLP have
surrendered their abillty to challenge British rule.
The formula for peace in lreland is to be found through British
disengagement. That has been a corner-stone belief of republicans
for closa on two hundred years.
We conticue to reassert it today confident thal it represents the
overwheiming aspiration of the lrish people. This was graphically
confirmed a few weeks ago in this state when a survey found that
75% of people favoured 2n end to partition.
At tho same tme an economic reporn which was commissioned by
the Dublin goverament and had the public backing of Albert
Reynolds when it was launched calied for the setting up of a
'gingle economic eystem 0N the lsiand', in other words a united
keland economy. If this is what the Dublin government really
dosire then why do they assist the British government in erecting
political obstacles to such development? You ¢annot have &
single economy on an istand which is partitioned,
But until such times a those a power Come round, for whatever
.reason, to this reality, then it is our Job to develop the struggle
for freedom. Tne pace and mannef in which we do so will have an
effect on those who are at prosent reluctant 10 gmbrace the
republican analysis.
Much work needs to be done not Just to advance the case’of lrish
froedom but also to halt the offensive by those conservalive
. eloments in irish society who terrorlsed, the electorate of this
state into voting ‘Yes for the Maastricht treaty on the grounds
that they faced even more poverty than they 8re presently
~_experiencing If they voted 'No'; who are using the same type of
' economic blackmail to force wage unionists to accept lower wage
increases, who defend lavels of emigration and unomplpyment in

VI
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this' 51ate on the grounds that thace isn't enough wealth to put a
peop'e 10 work: who anempt 1o Cfiminalise wWomen forced to have .
an avortion; who €eny women the fight 10 information and travet,
whg delended the state’s confinamant of a teenagge @i who was .
se»}jauy violated: who would drive women back Into the rote of
selvicing scciely instead of Deing weaied as equal citizens with
\d corral us into thinking we should behave as If we
have no language of our own or 8 defineable culiure,
Where ever peopié are struggling 10 g the quality of thelr
lives there you will find republicans, ith & smail or
' capital 'r. That's ince the time of Tone and the
United lnshmen - o BCross the CONsCience of
this nation. On progressive views &nd on
the wther stood those with con e views. in its almost tow
hundred year history the republican struggle has drawn people t0
it whose views ware republican, nationalist, democratic,
feminist and socialist. That's ouf history, that's why we are here
togay and that's why we have the capaCity to endure the pressures
ot the struggle for @ new {retand.
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