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. "We have a vested interest In seeking lasting peace" — IRA
(boxed intro.) The followlng Is tha full text of an interview gliven
to AP/RN by a repraspntative of the General Headquarters Staff,
Oglaigh na hElraann.

An Phoblach¥Republican News: What do you say to those who
claim that the IRA's aymad struggle is the obstacie to peace In
ireland? |

Oglaigh na hEireann: The obstacle to peace In Ireland I8 the British
presence and the pat{tlon of ireland. To claim that the resistance
of the oppressed Is the obstacle to peace Is to stand logic on Its
head. Tha conditions which have given rise to Irish people of every
generation having recqureé 10 the option of last resort are the
tactors which rob not pnly the people of thia Islard, but indead
the people of our neighbourlng Island of the peace whioh all right
thinking people seek.

AP/RN: Loyalist attacks have escalated in recent monthg and many
peopl@ in the nationallst community are living In fear of a turther J
escalation. What |s the IRA's response in these circumstances?

OnE: The facts as stated in the first pert of your question are
undeniable, but It is gssential that loyalist viclence I8 placed in
its proper context. Loyallst paramllitaries are surrogates of the
British state. Thay have been armed and supplied with
intelligence and mataﬂ,ial asgistanca by tha official state forces.
No one would seek to Heny that loysllsts do have an agenda of
their own which ls characterised by naked sectarlan hatred of all
things Irish or Cathollp, but over-riding this It Is clear that their
current campaign fully serves British Interests.

Any examination of thg facts wlll show the escalation of terror
now facing the nationEllst community owes Its orlgins to a

declslon made at the highast lavel of the British state in the mid-
19808 to retine and rearm the loyalist death squads. it is not &
tactic which Is unique [to British occupied ireland, it Is found In
every colonlal situatign.

it I8 worth drawing attentlon here to a number of points. Flirstly,
the British state, face . with a ranewed and regenerated
republicso struggie In the wake of the hunger strikes of 1880/81,
unleashed a wave of unprecsdented oppression. Central to this
was the creation of the RUC E4A death squads trained by and
operating alongsida the SAS and 14th Intelligence units of the
British army, A shoot-fo-kill policy was pursued with a
vengeance. When It bacame too politically costly the shoot-to-kill
policy was scaled dowin. But the policy objective ot terrorising
opponents of British rulp was not about to be abandoned. In plece
of the officlal state death squads surrogates had 10 be found. The
fact that the ready made déath squads of the UDA/UVF ware not
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sufficiently armed or ll possession of enough raw intelligence

was soon rectiflad by British military Intelligence through Brian
Nelson and other agents.

In the light of all this we in the IRA ara very clear about a number
of issues. One is that "10 one should respond to the activities of :
the loyalist death squads !n anything other than a highly

disciplingd manner. We| in the IRA will under nc clrcumstances

play into Britigh nandslby going down the cul-de-sac of sectarian

warfare which would ajlow our enemy to portray itself as
somahew holding the Ang between warring tactlons In lreland.
3ut as we have demozstrated {most recently in the loyalist
Shankill heartland when the local UFF military commander

escaped forfeiting his I!Fe by nothlng other than sheer luck —
AP/RN &2 September), there is no hiding place for those Invoived
with tha loyalist death fquads. We ars determinéd lo exact a price
from them. No one shouid be under any lilusions. Those Invelvad
with the loyalist deathjsquads wlil be held accountabls for their

actions.

AP/RN: What do you say to those who say that sconomle bombings
are causing unemployment or that they are dictated by what some
commentators have called a covert sectarian agenda?

OnE: In tha political siym of north eastern ireland cne naads look
no further than tha policies of successive British governmenta for
the real causes of endémic unempioyment. Let us place the
economic bombings In fontext. Firatly they are but one in a range
of tactics employed by Oglaigh na hEireann to serve the underlying
strateglc military objeqtive of stretching &nd re-stretching the
British forces to crisls point. Secondly they serve to dramatically
blow holes in the Brlllgh propaganda blanket which seeks to cover
up the politlcal crisls in occupled Ireland by pressnting a
normalised facdde to the International community. Thirdly the
attendant costs to the |British exchequer af not enly repairing
damage but of deploying massive and ever Increasing numbers of
personnel brings closef the point when the British sstablishment
will put the parinent &uesﬂon to themselves.

On the guestion of some covert agenda thara simply Isnt ond. The
criteria for bombings ?e governed by milltary conslderations and
the geographical avalldbility of targets. It Is mischigvous to
suggest otherwlse.

AP/RN: Has the great |ncrease In British survsiliance and
intenglfiad patroliing of recent years adversely affected the IRA's
abllity to operate against the crown forcas?

OnE: We are not so foplish as to attempt to dismiss the

difficulties posad for ug by the sheer material resources

availabis to our enemy. Certainly we have had more difficuitias
facing us as thas British] since the mia 1980s nave been on a steep
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upward graph In terms of the personnel and material resources
committed to their wal effort. Having said that, the unshakeable
commitment, sheer dejermination and ingenuity of our Velunteers
and the humbling commitment of our supporters has meant that
our enemy, aithough vastly superior in technology and resources,
has knewn no resplte. |

Each and every British Innovation which comes in response to new
IRA tactics comes at a high financial cost to the British. Then
there Is the time spent devaloping thase countermeasurés. Then
with new defences hargly in place the IRA exploits some new
weakness and the Britigh are back to square aone.

A good example of thi$ can be 3een with the new stylea barracks
which ware erected across the Six Counties In rasponse to the
IRA taclic of devastating barracks with large bombs, a tactic
which left aver 40 British army/RUC bases devastated in the mid
to late 1880s,

The naw blast walis rdndered car bombing of these bases
redundant, just as the!helghtening of the walls and the erection of
wire-screening frustratdd the use of the MK10 and MK11 mortars
In the early 1980s. Byl five yesars Intc tha multi-mlllion pound
British plan of converIlng all thalr barracks into what they
believed were imgregrable fortresses, |RA engineers perfected
the new MK15, 'Barragk-Buatar' mortar. This has been used to
devastating effect In Cpunties Tyrone, Fermanagh and Armagh, and
this week County Down.

The mgssage our enemy has long since !sarned is that no amount
of conventional rasourtes I8 any match for the skilis,
detarmination and shaer daring of thoss who have the will 10 win.
It's a lesson which tha Americans learned in Vietnam and it's one
which has not bean ro‘pt on British military leaders who have long
advised thelr political mastera that the IRA cannct be beaten.
AP/RN: Does the IRA Favo tha capacity to continue with attacks on
the scale of the Baltic Exchange and Blshopsgate?

OnE: In April 1982 when the Baltic Exchange and Staples Corner
came crashing down efound the bewildered heads of a British
establishment which had mads the fatai mistake of believing its
own propaganda, modit pundits talked In terms of a 'one-off {RA
spectacular'’, Our respgnse then was to Stats pubiicly that the
British would be foofish to underestimate the seriousngss of the
IRA's Intention. Since \;an there havé been over 50 bomb attacks
in England, the most devastating of which was the Bishopsgate
bombing.
Basides these success|ul operations which have s#en London and
other major British cl?es turnad Into armed fortresses, the
Beitish have had a run of extrama geod fortuns In stumbling
across a number of mhjor bombs which were In transit to thelr
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'qended targets. Furthérmore, the [RA last summer were forcad
w0 abandoning 18 tong of explosive which were destined for slx
simultangous bomb atlacks on prastiglous targets in Longon. So |
repeat, what we sald ini the wake of the Baltic Exchange bombing
no one should underestimate the serlousness of our intentions.
And as the last week has shown tha |RA retalns the capacity to
strike when and where lit chooses.
On the sublect of the England campalgn we agalin wish to avail of
this opportunity to sst the record straight over the guestion of
bomb warnings. !
The JRA has gons on public record on no less than five accasions
In the past ysar to warn that there Is a deliberate ard raeckless
policy being pursued by tne British authorlties of not acting on
precie® and adequate warnings. That this ls the case can te seen
clearly when one recalls the circumstances surrounding the IRA
bombing of the railway line at Four Arches Bridge in Norh London.
On that occaslon the IRA dsllvered very precisa warnings and
monitored the area to |ensure that the British authoritles were
responding. When they failed to do $o $upplementary warnings
wera issued to sources in Dublin, whers the garda &uthorlities
actually went on record stating that they had themssives made
Scotland Yard aware o| detailed IRA wernings some 50 minutes
before the bomb finally detonated as a train passed over it. The
British authorities falled 10 sct. We now restate that the policy
which they are pursuing i8 ill-advised znd should be desisted
from forthwith,
AP/RAN: Scme commentators in the 28 Countles have aileged that
once the IRA has achieved its milltary objectives regarding the
British pressnce In the' North that it wiit in some way seek o
destabilise the southerp state. What i your comment?
OnE: This allegation and variants of it need to be firmly put to
rest. The IRA constitulion has historically lald out policy In
ragard to this. It Is enghrinad in General Army Ordsr No 8, Part 1
of which states:
“Volunteers are strictly forbldden to take any millitary action
against 26-County forces under any circumstances whatsoever,.."
Part 4 states: '
"At all times Volumeega must make It clear that the pollcy of the
Army is to drive the British forces of occupatlon out of Ireland."
Thie order was most recantly raaffirmed at the Army Coenvention
of 1986, Thera are no clrcumstances In which this long-standing
policy wili be changed
AP/RN: There have bepn repeated allegations of IRA racketeering
and Involvement in alikinds of activity from Angel Dust to drugs
to videos, What is yout response?




OnE: Let me state cdtegorically that the IRA is not involved In
racketeering of any description. Thesa storlas to which you refer
are periodically regufgltated in certaln sactlons of the Dublin
press in particular arjd appear under the by-line of‘Press
Reporter" or in the names of a small circle of journalists. They
need to be seen for what they are. They are not gimply ths
disjointed rantings of vitriolic anti-republicans hacks, who |ump
from one outlandish tlaim to another without ever producing @
shred oi evidence. Ng, they are the work of a psy-ops team based
in the Garda Press Office who functlon exactly &s do their
counterparts in Thiaypal Barracks, Lisburn.

As ex-British army press otficer, Colin Waliace, has so ably
testifled these periodjc bouts of black propaganca work on the
assumption that if ehough dlft Is thrown some will eventually
stick In the public mind. As to the veracity of the individual
stories we can only tespond by pointing out that were there even
the remotast grain of truth In any of them then surely some ‘
republican at some &tage would have faced charges arialng cut of
the multipiicity of sc!?ms and shady deais which appear in these
journalists' minds to make up the graater part of all republican
activity. One only hopes that the plague does not resurface as a
threat to human kind! Should it ever do 80 trhen some hack will no
doubt discover the IRA link In it

AP/RN: Can you clarify your atiitide to the Gerry Adams/John
Hume talks? ‘

OnE: On Sunday, 3 %‘ctober the IRA leadership lssued & pubiic

statement on the Adams/Hume initiative, It would be beth
inapproprlate and un elpful were | to say anything beyond that.
The statement does however bear repeating:

“The ieadership of Oglaigh na hEireann weicomes this Inltiative.
We are Informed of the broad principles invelved which will be
for consideration by the Dublin and London governments.

"It |s unfortunate that the Britlsh government reactlon to this
Initiative, so far, had been negativa and has fuelled unionist
reaction. Nonetheless, it the political will exists or can be
creatad, It could provide the basis for peace.

"We, our Volunteers and our supporters have a vested interest In
seeking a Just and lesting peace In ireland. Our objectives, which
Include the right of 'the Irish paople to national golt-
determination, ars well known. Our commitment remalns
steadfast." '

AP/RN: Recent evenis have given rise to speculation about an IRA
cessation of armed Activity, What is your response? Can you aiso
comment on your hbpes for the Adams/Hume (nitiative?

OnE: The IRA policy on cessations Is wall known. in regard to the

|
Adams/Hume Initlative as we have already stated f the polltical '
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wliil exists or can be sreated then there Is some hope that the
situation can be moved forward. For our part, we in the IRA along
with our supporters have a vested Interest in seeking to establish
a just and lasting peace In Ireland.

However, as wa have|also stated the British response to date hes
been negative. This hgs been rainforced by recent comments mada
by Patrick Mayhew. Moreover the rabble rousing ‘Out. Out, Out
speech made by JohnNMajor to the Tory Conference on 8 October
clearly indicates that | his govarnment is flrmly locked Into the
talled policies of the past. The British government attitude seems
set to condsmn us all to continued conflict. They should find the
courage and exsrcise the imagination which will move them away
from thair futile posit\on and will help move us 8il In the
direction of a resoiution of this conflict,
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