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I "We have a vested lnt
�

rest In seeking lasting peace" - IRA 
(boxed intro.) The fol owing Is the lull text of an Interview given 
to AP/RN by a repres ntativa ol the aeneral Headquarters Staff, 
Oglaigh na h�lreann. 

i An Phoblacht/Republicfn News: What do you say to those who 
claim that the IRA's armed struggle is the obstacle to peace In
Ireland? 
Oijlaigh na hElreann: 

i
h" obstacle to peace II'\ Ireland la the Brltl$h 

presence and the pa ltlon of Ireland. To claim that tht resistance
of the oppressed Is th obstacle to peac! Is to stand logic on Its 
head. Tha conditions hich have given rise to Irish people of every 
generation having rec4ur�e to the option or last resort are tha 
factors which rob not F.nly the people of this Island, but lndead
the people of our neighbouring Island of the peace whloh all right 
thinking people &eek. : 
AP/RN: Loyalist attack have escalated In recant months and many 
people in the national st community are living In fear of a further 
escalo1tlon. What Is th IRA's response in these circumstances? 
OnE: The facts as sta ed in the first pert of your question are 
undeniable, but It Is ssentlal that loyalist vlolenca Is placed In 
Its proper contaxt. Lo allst paramllltarles are surrogates of the 
British state. They hav� bean armed and avi:,plfed with 
intelligence and material asslstanc) by the offlolal state forces. 
No one would seek to eny that loyQ!lsts do have an agenda of 
their own which Is eh racterlsad by naked sectarian hatred of all 
things Irish or Catholl , but over-riding this II Is clear that their 
current campaign full serves British Interests. 
Any examination of th facts wlll $how the escalatlon of terror 
now facing the nation 11st community owes Its origins to a 
decision made at the lghcist level of the British state in the mid• 
1980a to refine and re rm the layallst death squads. It is not a 
tactic which la unique to British occupied Ireland, it Is found In 
every colol'llal sltuatl n. 
It Is worth drawing at ntlon here to a number of points. Firstly, 
the British state, lace with a ranswed and regenerated 
republican struggle In he wake of the hung.er strikes of 1980/61, 
unleashed a wave of nprecadented oppression. Central to thls 
was the creation of the AUC E4A death squads trained by and 
operating alongside th SAS and 14th lntelllgence units of the 
British army, A shoot- o·klll policy was pursued with a 
vengeance. When It b came too pollUoally costly the ehoot-to-klll 
policy was scaled do n. But the policy objective of terrorising 
opponent:s of erltl:sh rul was not about to be abandoned, In plaoa 
of the official state de h squads surrogates had to be found. Th• 
feet that the ready ma e death squads of the UDNUVF were not 
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sufflciently armed or 1 possession of enough raw inteltlgenca 

Nelson and other agent . 
In the light of all this e in the IRA are very clear about a number 
of issues. One is that o one should respond to the activities of 
the loyalist death squa s In anything other than a highly 
dlscipllnid manner. We In the IRA wlll under nc '-lrcumstances 
play into British hands

i

by going down the cul-de-sac of sectarian 
warfare which would a low our enemy to portray itself aa
somehow holding the ng between warring factions In Ireland. 
Sut as we have demo atrated (moat recently in the loyalist 
Shankill heartland whe the local UFF military commander 
eacaped forfeiting his 11r,e by nothjng other than sheer luck -
AP/RN 22 September), 1there le no hiding place for thoGe Involved
with the loyalist death JQuads. Wa are determined to exact a price
from them. No one sho�ld be under any Illusions. Those lnvolvad 
with the loyalist death

j
squads will be held accountable for their 

actions. 
AP/RN: What do you s y to those who say that sconomle bombings 
are causing unemployrr ent or that they are dictated by what some 
commentators have cal ed a covert sectarian a;enda? 
Onl:; In the political sl� m of north eastern Ireland one nHds look 
no further than the po lcles of successive British governments tor 
the real causes of and, mlc unemployment. Lr;it us place the 
economic bombings In :ontext. Flratly they art but one In a range

of tactics employed by iOgtalgh na h�lreann to serve the underlying 
strategic mllitary obje

�
lve . of stretching and re-stretching the 

British forces to crisis point. Secondly they serve to dramatically
blow holes in the Brit! propaganda blanket which seeks to cover 
up the political crisis i� occupied Ireland by presenting a 
normalised fae�d.i to t• International community. Thirdly the 
attendant costs to the British exchequer cl not only repairing 
damage but of deployin maasive and ever Increasing number• of
personnel brlni-a close the point when the British establishment 
will put the pertinent uestlon to themselves. 
On the question of so

� 
covert agenda there simply Isn't one. The

criteria for bombings e governed by military considerations and
the geographical avail blllty of targets. II Is mischievous to 
suggest otherwise. 
AP/RN: Has the great ncreasa In British surveillance and 
intensified patrolllng 01 recent years adversely affected the IRA'a
ability to operate agai 1st the crown forces? 
OnE: We are not so to ,iish aa to attempt to dlsmln the 
dltfleultiws posed for u J by the sheer material resources 
availal:llu to our enemi Certainly we have had more dlffloultlaa 
racing us as the British since the mid 1980s nave been on a steep 
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upward graph In termj of the peraonnel and mat•rial res01.1rcu 
committed to their wa

�
eflort. Having said that, the unshakeable 

commitment, sheer de ermlnatlon and ingenuity of our Volunteera
and the humbling corn ltment of our supporters has meant that 
our enemy, although v stly superior in tecl'lnology and resourcC!S, 
has known no respite. 1 Each and every British

I 
Innovation which eomH In response to new 

IRA tactics comes at f l'll9h financial cost to the British. Then
there ls the time spenf devfloplng these countermeasures. Then 
with new defences harpiy In place the IRA exploits some new 
weakness and the Brltl�h are back to square one. 
A good e>cample of this can be seen with the new atyle barracks 
which were erected ac,oss the Six Counties In response to the 
IRA tactic of devastating barracks with large bombs. a tactic 
which left over 40 Brl1ish army/RUC bases devastated In the mid 
to late 19808. 
The new blast walls r

�
ndered car bombing of these ba5e1 

redundant. Just as the heightening of the walls and the erection of 
wire-screanfng frustrat d the use of the MKi 0 and MK11 mortars 
In tha early , Qsos. B

� 

five yeara Into the multi-mllflon pound 
British plan of conver Ing all th!lr barracks into what they 
believed wera lmpreg able fortresses, IRA engineers perfected 
the new MK15. 'Barra •Buater' mortar. This ha$ bean used to 
devastating effect In cpuntle& Ti,rone, Fermanagh and Armagh, and 
this week County Dowh. 
The musage our ene

l
y has long since learned Is that no amount 

of conventional resour as 18 any match for the skllls, 
dliltarmlnatlon and she r daring of thoss who have the will to win. 
It's a lesson which th� Amtrlcans !tarried in Vietnam and lt'a one
which hat not been l�t on British military leaders who have long 
advised their political 

�

asters that the IRA cannot be beaten. 
AP/RN: Does the lFIA ave the capacity to continue with attacks on 
the scale of the Baltic Exchange and Blshopsgata? 
OnE: In April 1992 wh n the Baltic Exchange and Staplea Corner 
came craahlng down 

l

ound the bewildered heads of a British 
establishment whll:h h d made the latal mistake cf believing Its 
own propaganda, medi pundits talked In terms of a 'one•off (FIA 
spectacular'. Our resp nse then was to state publlcly that the 
British would be fooli h to underestlmat• the seriousness of the 
IRA's Intention. Since 

r
•n there have been over so bomb attack& 

in England, the most evastatlng of which was the Bishopsgate
bombing. 
Besides these succeu ul operation• which have sun London and 
other maJor British ci,es turn,d Into armed fortresses, thf
8rltlrah hal.'t had a run

� 
of extrema ;ood fortune In ,11,1mbllni 

across • number of m
[ 
jor bombs which wore In 1ranall to their 

I 
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.iended tafgets. Furth�rmore, the IRA last summer were forced 
Wo abandoning 18 ton� of explosiva which were destinad for six 
simultaneous bomb al\a,cks on prestigious targets In London. So I 

;J repeat, what we said in! the wak11 of the 13altlc Exchange bomblng
/.{I no one ehould undere,limate the seriousness of cur intentions.

And as the last week has shown the IRA retains the capacity to 
strike when and wnere \11 chooses. 
On the subject of the england campaign we again wish to avall of 
this opportunity to set the record straight over the question of 
bomb warnings. l 
The IRA has gone on p�bllc record on no less than five occasion& 
In the past year to war'n that there Is a deliberate and reckless 
policy being pursued by the British authorities of not acting on 
precise and adequate y,jarnln9s. That this la the case can be seen 
clearly when one recatls the circumstances surrounding tho IRA 
bombing of the railway line at Four Arches Bridge In North London. 
On that oecaslon the l�A delivered ver; precise warnings and 
monitored the area to !ensure that the British authorities were 
responding. When theyJ failed to do so supplementary warnings
were Issued to source� in Dublin, whert the garda authorities 
actually went on record stating that they had themselves made 
Scotland Yard aware ol (!etailed IRA w£rnlngs some 60 mlnutas 
before the bomb finally detonated as a train passed over It. The 
British authorities falleQ to act. We i,ow restate that tha pcllcy 
which they are pursuinp i$ ill-advised .:.nd should be desisted
from forthwith. 
AP/RN: Some commen

�
' tors In the 26 Counties have alleged that 

once the IRA has ach eved Its milltary obJeetivo regarding the 
British presence In the North that It wm In some way seek to 
destabilise the southern state. What is your comment? 
OnE: This allegation a

*
' d variants of It need to be llrmly put to 

rest. The IRA constitu ion has hlstorlcally laid out pollcy In
regard to this. It Is ans rined In General Army Order No a, Part , 
of which atatae: 
"Volunteers are strlctli forbidden tc take any mllltary action 
against 2e-County forc�s under any clrcum$lancas whatsoever ... " 
Part 4 states: 
''At all times Voluntee,is must make it clea, that the pollcy of the 
Army Is to drive the �rltlsh forces of occupation out of Ireland." 
This order was rnost riecently reaffirmed at the Army Convention 
of 1 i86, There are no!

l 
circumstance• In which this long-standing 

policy wlll be changed 
AP/RN; There have bej!n re�eated allegations of IRA racketeering 
and lnvolvtmtnt in all I kinds of activity from Angel Dust to drugs 
te videos. What ia you/ responH? 

I 

\ 
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OnE: Let me state ci tagorlc:ally that the IFIA is not involved In

racketeering of any 
�

ascription. Thoa stories to which you refer

are perlodlcally regu gltated in certain sections of the Dublin 

press In particular a d appear under the by-llne ol"Press 
Flepor\er" or in the 1amH of a small circle of Journalists. They

need to be seen for fhat they are. Thay ere not elmply tha 

disjointed rantings of vitriolic anti-republicans hack,, who Jump

from one outlandish blaim to another without ever producing a 

shred of evidence. N

� 

they are the worK of a psy-ops team based

In the Garda Press !flee who function exactly as do their 
counterparts In Thie pal Barrack,, Lisburn. 
As ex-British army p ess officer, Colin Wallace, has so ably
testified these period c bouts of black propaganda work on the

assumption that if erough dirt Is thrown some will eventually 

stick In tht public mind. As to tht veracity of th■ Individual 
stories we can only respond by pointing out that were th•re even

the remotest grain of truth II'\ any of them then $Uraly eome 
republican at �ome stage would have facGd charges arialng out of

the multlpl\city of sctms and shady deals which appear in these 

journal\sts' minds to I make up the greater part of all republican 
activity. On■ only ho

t
es that the plague does not resurface ae a

threat to human kind Should It ever do so then ,orne hack will no

doubt discover the I A link In It
AP/RN: Can you clarity your aWt.ide to the Gerry Adama/John

Hurne talks? 
OnE: On Sunday, 3 

t
etober the IRA leadership Issued a publle

statement on the A ■ms/Hume initiative, It would be both 
Inappropriate and un elpful were I to 1ay anything beyond lhat.
The statement does ,however bear repeating: 
"The leadership of Oglalgh na hEireann welcomes this Initiative.

We are tnlorm�d of the broad principles ln\lolved which will be 

for consid•ration by I he Dublin and London governments, 

"It Is unfortunate that the British government reaction to this
ll"liliatlve, so far, ha� been neg�tiva and has fuelled unionist 

reaction. Nonetheless, IT tha political will exists or can ba 
creatad, It could pr0wld1 the basis for peace. 
"We, our Volunteers and our supporters have a vested Interest In

seeking a just and asting peace In Ireland. Our oblectlves, which

Include the right of the Irish people to national self• 
determination, art ,veil known. Our commitment remains
steadfast." 
AP/RN: Recent even s have glvc.n r\H to speculation about an IRA

cessation of armed activity. What is your response? Can you also

QQmmenl on your hbp�• for Ui• A4anis/Hume Initiative? 

On!!: Tn• IRA pollc� on cessatlona la well known, In regard to the

Adams/Hum• lnitlatl�e as we have already $lated If the political



• will exists or can be ,�reated then there Is some hope that the

situation can be �ova� forward. For our part, we In the IRA along

with our supporter:. h�ve a vested Interest in seeking to establish

a just and lasting pe
�

e In Ireland. 
However, as wa have also stated the British rnponse to date has

been negative. This h s been reinforced by recent comments made

by Patrlek Mayhew. Moreover the rabble rousll'lg 'Out. Out, Out' 

speech made by John Major- to the Tory Conference on 8 October

clearly indicatH that his government Is firmly locked Into the 

tailed pollcles of the past. The British government attitude seems

set to condemn us al to continued conflict. They should find the 

courage and exercise the Imagination which will move them away

from their futile position and wlll help move us au In the 

direction of a reso1ut1on of this conflict, 
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