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The following Lls the text of a statement lscued to
our office. 1et November 1993

Sinn Fein Presldent Qerry Adams, spenaklhg st a press
conference today saild:

Summery of Adnms' siastement
1. John Major c¢annot and must not be permltted to
reject peace.

2. The procese, the substantlve L(ssues and the
dynamic containad in the Hume/Adams tnitlative
provides the basls for poace.

3. The Brussals communlque rejecis the !rieh peace
Anltlative without offerlhny an alternative.

4. Sinn Feln (s flemly committed te the search for IL,
peaceo, IT there Lle anscther (nltiatlve [t will be
given a fair hoaring.

s, Major'e dependency on the Unionisis must mot beo
permitted to dictate Lhe Britleh gavernment'c
attitude to poace ln lrelerd, '

&, A genulne peace (nltletive, to achiove It=
purpose, should contalm o process, the ecubctantive
issueas and the dynamle requlred 1o advence all
parties Lo Lhe confilct, towarde a nogotlated
settilement and a lasting puace.
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Ihe full taxt ‘of M: Adams ulatengni
On Septembar 2Sth John Hume and | Llssued a Joint statement.
In that statement we pglntoe Lt that our discussienms, 6imed
ot the crestion “of i'pdaho process, which world (nvolve all
partics, have made consldersble progrees. (n effect, we, ae
leaders of northerm natlonallet oplnlon reached agrearant on a
process which, if adopted by 'he two govarnments could lead

us out of conflict and towarde & rea! and lasting peace on
this lsland.

After cocades of confliet this (s, clearly, a slgnificant
cevelopment. It has been warmis recelved both by nationallet
optnlon in Irelend, north and eocuth, wand by international
volltlcal opinton. It has focusud the minds of the London ang
Dubiin Governments (n an aimost unprecedsnted vay on the mscec |
for a real peece process. On lictobar 3rd, the Lescership of ]
the [RA welcomed the inltiative and pointes out that (t coulo
provice the besis for pet&ce.

The ramponsc of the Britleh Cavernment to the developing peacc
initistlva hes been Lnexcusatbily negative ana dismissive
\ Majors cepundency on Unionist votes has obviously been

slgnificant’ factor end this hus been s matier of sorlous
concern for those lnvolved (n thnhpoucc inltetive

——

In our Jolnt statemant John Hume end ! recognised that ‘the
broad princples t(nvolved wlLll ©be for wider conslicderatior
Letween the two governments!’.

On Frlicoy lLast Mr Raynolds end tr Mnjor iosuad & communique ©n
these mattars. Thelr Jolnt cemmunlque clearly rejects the
process outllned by John Hume and |, yet Lt offers mo obvious
alternative, I em satleflec tnat Johm Mgjor hae no real
{nterest in developing @ resl peace process. | am certain that
he {8 out of wmtap with Britlsh public opinion on thic lssue.

He canmot and must not be permitied to reject thle opportunlity
for peoace. E
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Sinn Fein le ©“0 the aearch for peace.
governmants have an inltative let ue heer whzt Lt L&, have
no interest in having my name attached to sceh an !nltatlve.
Netther. ! am sure. hes Mr WHume, Our interast ls in bullaling
& raal peace process

Our primary concern (Bnd tné concern of everyone who has an
interest In peacde must bed at this time (s te endure that the
substurtive !ssues and the dynamic regqulred to advance all
portiees to the confilet towards a meaningful pesace procass,
are {ncz'uded in the thinking oF the twe governments and in any
nlternative, if they are contildering an alternative, to the
procese oroposed by Mr Huma snc |,

Let me repeat that | am satisafied ¢mrat Major .& not lnterectes
in developing & resl peece jirocess &st thie ¢ime. Major's
’gcslro iz to holdg enteo poewar. Perty golitlean! inteorests and
the Tory party's sccord wlth the Unionlstes iz dictating the
British governments attltude tc peace (r. lretana. That
attitucde must be rchanged. | suppert Mr Humes eofforte to do

this, 6!‘*

There ¢ &m onarous responsibliity on Mr Raynolde. It ig
obvlious that the Brltish guavernment will seize upon any
opportun{ty to divert sttermtlcn from Major's reluctance tec be
purt ef = genulne pesce process and In order rot to bo seen 2z
have rejected an ocpportunity fur a Lacting pence.

Let me assure Mr Raynolds that | am anmdious to ensure that anmy
proposste he may have will be glven a fair hearing oy
repudblicang, At the sama tine he must be aware that the
gsarlo.zness of the situation and recent everts demund urgant
action from hls govermnment lo fozus the uttentioem of the
British govarnment on Its rezporsiblilty tc pley a teacling
role !n removling the causes of confiict anmd dlvislon in
tretang, An @ndeavour by Mr Reynéids to do this would have
My support. N one cen be sllowed to play propaganda games
with & situastlon ac serlous as the one we nre all faced with

Two weeks ago | pelnted cut that we are st o crousroads (n our
Aistory, An opportunity to create a real peaca process clearly
does exist. Thlse requlres courage and imaginatlon particutarty
oen tra part of the two goverrnments. [n our proposals to them
John tume and | pointed a way “orward
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in the abuence of any otrer Inltetive | reltersate my
conviction that the procesy eadvanced by Mr Nume anmd mycelf
contalns tha sudstantive (ssuws and the dynemic requirec to
advance &l perties to the con'ilect towards a medningful pes:ze
process,

until we are persuaded that there (8 an altormative procacs
this will remaln my view and am fully commited to pursulng
(3% 540

Sinn Féin Press Centre
51/65 Falls Road), Bslfast
.PHON.E: 230261 FAX:231723
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